
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
JANUARY 18, 2018

ALPHARETTA CITY HALL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

2 PARK PLAZA
5:30 PM

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

 A. Election of Officers 2018 

II.  ROLL CALL 

III.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 A. September 21, 2017

IV.  PUBLIC HEARING 

 A. V­17­38 Academy Street Setback Variance
Consideration of a setback variance to allow a covered porch to encroach five (5) feet into 
the ten (10) foot perimeter side setback in a residential subdivision. The subject property is 
located at 70 Academy Street (Lot 6) in the East of Main subdivision 

V.  ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

VI.  ITEMS FROM STAFF 

VII.  ADJOURNMENT 
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This summary is provided as a convenience and service to the public, media and staff. It is not the intent to record 
proceedings verbatim. Any reproduction of this summary must include this notice. Public comments are noted as heard 
by Board of Zoning Appeals, but not quoted or paraphrased. This document includes limited presentation by Board of 
Zoning Appeals and invited speakers in summary form. This is not an official record of the Alpharetta City Board of 
Zoning Appeals Meeting proceedings. Official Minutes are recorded and available for review. 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER    

II. ROLL CALL 

Board Members Present: 

o Mike Webber, Chairman 

o John Monson, Vice Chairman 

o Eamon Keegan 

o Marc Gelber 

o Kyle Lewis 

o Wes Williams 

 

Board Members Absent: 

o Hans Appen 
 

Staff Present: 
o Michael Woodman, Senior Planner 
o Elle Taylor, Planning and Zoning Coordinator 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

A. January 19, 2017 

 
 Board Member  Monson made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of January 19, 2017 

• The motion received a second from Board Member Keegan 
• The motion was approved by vote (6-0)  

 
 
IV. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

V. ITEMS FROM STAFF 

http://www.alpharetta.ga.us/


 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. V­17­22 Mereddy/12570 Pindell Circle Variance    
 

Micheal Woodman, Senior Planner, presented consideration of a variance to reduce the 
impervious setback in order to allow a pool on a single­family detached lot. The subject 
property is located at 12570 Pindell Circle in the Pindell Glen subdivision off Mid 
Broadwell Road. 
 
After presentation from the Applicant, reading of the Conditions and discussion of purpose 
of retaining wall:  
 
 

 Board Member  Monson made a motion to approve with Staff’s Conditions 

• The motion received a second from Board Member Gelber 
• The motion was approved by vote (6-0)  

 
 
 
 

 

B. V-17-33 Edman/Tree Ordinance    
 

Micheal Woodman, Senior Planner, presented consideration of a reduction of recompense 
requirements. The subject property is located at 273 Milton Avenue. 
 
After presentation from the Applicant and discussion from the Board: 
 

 Board  Member Monson offered a motion to approve with the conditions 
as outlined by staff except for a revision to Condition #1, changing “as depicted on the submitted 
plan” to “as depicted on the proposed plan” 

• The motion received a second from Council Member Keegan 

• The motion was approved 6-0 

 
1. Applicant shall plant 30 inches of recompense trees on-site in addition to required 

standard lot density (about 11 inches depending on tree type) as depicted on the 
proposed plan. On-site tree recompense shall be planted prior to Certificate of 
Occupancy. 

2. Up to 10” of offsite tree replanting shall be permitted if applicant chooses with 
final location approval by Staff. 



 

 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There was a problem with the recording software for this meeting. It was recorded on Iphone.  
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I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: V-17-38 70 ACADEMY STREET SETBACK VARIANCE 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:  JANUARY 18, 2018 

II. RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve V-17-38 70 Academy Street Setback Variance subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. Lot 6 shall be developed substantially similar to site plan submitted by Travis Pruitt & Associates, Inc., dated 

9/6/2017, except for modifications required to comply with the conditions below. 
2. Developer shall supplement the 5’ landscape strip along the west property line with minimum 4’ evergreen 

shrubs, as approved by Staff. 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 

The applicant, The Providence Group, is requesting consideration of a setback variance to allow a covered porch 
to encroach five (5) feet into the ten (10) foot perimeter side setback in a residential subdivision. The subject 
property is located at 70 Academy Street (Lot 6) in the East of Main subdivision. 

 

DISCUSSION 
 
The submitted request, if approved, would allow a covered porch to encroach five (5) feet into the ten (10) 
foot perimeter side setback in a residential subdivision. A covered porch is required to meet the required 
building setbacks. The subject property is located at 70 Academy Street (Lot 6) in the East of Main 
subdivision. 
 
The property is zoned R-8A/D (Dwelling, ‘For-Sale’, Attached/Detached Residential). Surrounding 
properties are Alpharetta First Baptist Church zoned SU (Special Use) and located to the north and west, 
East of Main Lot 5 zoned R-8A/D and located to the east and City Center zoned MU (Mixed Use) and 
located to the south. 
 
East of Main Lot 6 is a 0.15-acre single-family detached, undeveloped lot. The applicant’s site plan depicts 
a 6’ x 20’ (120 square foot) covered porch encroaching five (5) feet into the ten (10) foot perimeter side 
setback. A five (5) foot landscape strip is located within the ten (10) foot perimeter side setback; however, 
the covered porch does not impact the landscape strip. Individual lots in East of Main have side setbacks 
of five (5) feet. However, Lot 6 is an end lot and includes a perimeter side setback on the west side of the 
property of ten (10) feet. Therefore, the proposed 5’ encroachment of the covered porch into the 10’ 
perimeter side setback is consistent with the side setbacks from most other lots in the East of Main 
subdivision. 
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VARIANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The City of Alpharetta Unified Development Code Article IV, Section 4.5.3 outlines the criteria set forth for 
granting a hardship variance. The ordinance specifically states…”a variance may be granted in whole or 
in part, or with conditions, in such individual case of unnecessary hardship upon a finding that”: 
 
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property 
in question because of its size, shape or topography; or 
 
Response: The side setback for individual lots in East of Main is five (5) feet. However, Lot 6 is an end 
lot and includes a perimeter side setback on the west side of the property of ten (10) feet. Therefore, the 
proposed five (5) foot encroachment into the ten (10) foot perimeter side setback is consistent with the side 
setbacks from most lots in the East of Main subdivision. 
 
2. The application of the Ordinance to this particular piece of property would create an unnecessary 
hardship; or 
 
Response: The side setback for individual lots in East of Main is five (5) feet. However, Lot 6 is an end 
lot and includes a perimeter side setback on the west side of the property of ten (10) feet. Therefore, the 
proposed five (5) foot encroachment into the ten (10) foot perimeter side setback is consistent with the side 
setbacks from most lots in the East of Main subdivision. 
 
3. There are conditions that are peculiar to the property which adversely affect its reasonable use or 
usability as currently zoned; or 
 
Response: The side setback for individual lots in East of Main is five (5) feet. However, Lot 6 is an end 
lot and includes a perimeter side setback on the west side of the property of ten (10) feet. Therefore, the 
proposed five (5) foot encroachment into the ten (10) foot perimeter side setback is consistent with the side 
setbacks from most lots in the East of Main subdivision. 
 
4. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the purpose 
and intent of the Ordinance. 
 
Response: The applicant’s requested variance will not cause a substantial detriment to the public good, 
if conditions are placed on the property requiring screening and landscaping. 
 
CONCURRENCES 
 
Staff has reviewed the application and is in general agreement with the variance request. The proposed 
five (5) foot encroachment into the ten (10) foot perimeter side setback is consistent with the side setbacks 
for lots in the East of Main subdivision. If approved, conditions are recommended requiring landscape 
screening. 
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
The applicant notified surrounding property owners of the variance request and intent for the property. The 
citizen participation report states that no comments were received. 

IV. ATTACHMENTS: 

 Site Plan 
 Elevation 
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