
City Council Meeting and Public 
Hearing

NOVEMBER 12, 2018
ALPHARETTA CITY HALL

COUNCIL CHAMBERS
2 PARK PLAZA

6:30 PM

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

II.  ROLL CALL 

III.  PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

IV.  PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 A. March of Dimes Prematurity Awareness Month 

V.  CONSENT AGENDA 

 A. Council Meeting Minutes (Meeting of 11/5/2018) 

 B. Alcoholic Beverage License Applications
PH­18­AB­55 Cast Enterprises LLC
                      d/b/a Freshii
                      12460 Crabapple Rd. #502
                      Alpharetta, GA 30004

                      Consumption on Premises
                      Beer, Wine & Sunday Sales

Owner &
Reg. Agent      Troy J. Mathews
                

VI.  PUBLIC HEARING 

 A. CLUP­18­05 / Z­18­09 / V­18­11: The Providence Group / Haynes Bridge at Devore 
Consideration of a request to rezone approximately 15.3 acres from R­12 (Dwelling, ‘For­
Sale’, Residential) to R­8A/D (Dwelling, ’For­Sale’, Attached/Detached Residential) to allow 
for a 122­unit townhome subdivision. A comprehensive land use plan amendment is 
requested from ‘Commercial’ to ‘High Density Residential’ and a variance is requested to 
reduce stream buffers. The property is located at 11705, 11715 & 11725 Haynes Bridge Road 
and 310 Norcross Street and is legally described as being located in Land Lot 747, 1st 
District, 2nd Section, Fulton County, Georgia. 

 B. E­18­08: 191 Roswell Street / Gibson Parking Exception 
Consideration of a request for parking special exception to allow for off­site parking on the 
Alpharetta Community Center property. The property is located at 191 Roswell Street and is 
legally described as being located in Land Lot 694, 1st District, 2nd Section, Fulton County, 
Georgia. 

 C.  E­18­09: Change Healthcare Technologies / Sign Exception 
Consideration of a sign exception to allow two (2) additional monument signs and to 
increase the height of one monument sign. The property is located at 5995 Windward 
Parkway and is legally described as being located in Land Lots 1113, 1114, 1175 & 1176, 2nd 
District, 1st Section, Fulton County, Georgia. 



 D. E­18­10: Wellstar / Sign Exception 
NOTE: This item has been deferred by the Applicant and will be neither heard nor 
considered during tonight's meeting.  The item has been placed on the December 12 City 
Council Agenda. 
Consideration of a sign exception to allow additional wall signs. The property is located at 
2450 Old Milton Parkway and is legally described as being located in Land Lot 749, 1st 
District, 2nd Section, Fulton County, Georgia. 

VII.  OLD BUSINESS 

 A. PH­18­05: Unified Development Code Text Amendments ­ Fire Pits / Clearing And Grading 
Regulations  (2nd Reading)
Consideration of text amendments to Unified Development Code, Article III to address 
clearing and grading activities and Article IV to add Fire Pit regulations. 

 B. PH­18­13: Unified Development Code Text Amendments ­ Wireless Telecommunications 
Facilities  (2nd Reading)
Consideration of text amendments to Unified Development Code to amend Section 2.8 
Wireless Telecommunications Facilities. 

 

 C. Ordinance ­ Fire Pits (2nd reading)
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA 
TO AMEND CHAPTER 20, ARTICLE I, SECTION 20­8 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA, TO ADD AN EXCEPTION TO THE PROHIBITIONS ON OUTSIDE 
BURNING; TO ADD STANDARDS FOR RECREATIONAL FIRE PITS; TO REPEAL 
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 

VIII.  WORKSHOP 

 A. GDOT Local Bridge Replacement Program 

 B. Wills Park Equestrian Center Master Plan 

 C. Special Events Review 

 D. Wireless Broadband Deployment ­ Industry Overviews 

IX.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

X.  REPORTS 

XI.  ADJOURNMENT 



City Council Meeting and Public Hearing
STAFF REPORT

 

Submitting Department: City Clerk
Submitted By: 

Meeting Date: November 12, 2018

 

I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES (MEETING OF 11/5/2018) 
II. RECOMMENDATION:
 
III. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

 

BUDGETED ITEM: NO FISCAL IMPACT: NO 
INCLUDED IN CURRENT FY CPTL BUDGET: NO INCLUDED IN CURRENT FY OPRT. BUDGET: NO 
TOTAL PROJECT COST:   
APPROPRIATIONS: 

ACCOUNT TITLE/NUMBER DOLLAR AMOUNT 

EXTERNAL FUNDING SOURCES: 

ACCOUNT TITLE/NUMBER DOLLAR AMOUNT 

IV. REPORT IN BRIEF: 
 
V. ALTERNATIVES: 
 
VI. ATTACHMENTS: 
 City Council Meeting Minutes 11-5-18 



City Council Meeting   
November 5, 2018 

Office of the City Clerk 
ALPHARETTA CITY HALL 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

2 PARK PLAZA 
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Mayor Gilvin called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL 

• Council Members 

o Mayor Jim Gilvin 

o Mayor Pro Tem Donald F. Mitchell 

o    Jason Binder 

o Ben Burnett 

o John Hipes  

o Dan Merkel  

o Karen Richard 

• Staff 

o Bob Regus, City Administrator 

o Sam Thomas, City Attorney 

o James Drinkard, Asst. City Administrator 

o Peter Sewczwicz, Director of Public Works 

o Wes McCall, Deputy Director of Public Safety 

o Morgan Rodgers, Director of Recreation and Parks 

o Michael Woodman, Senior Planner 

This summary is provided as a convenience and service to the public, media and staff. It is not the intent to record 
proceedings verbatim. Any reproduction of this summary must include this notice. Public comments are noted as 
heard by Council, but not quoted or paraphrased. This document includes limited presentation by Council and 
invited speakers in summary form. This is not an official record of the Alpharetta City Council Meeting 
proceedings. Official Minutes are recorded and available for review. 
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III. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

IV. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

A. Native American History Month Proclamation 
 

B. Veteran's Day Proclamation 
 
V. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Council Meeting Minutes (Meeting of 10/15/2018 & 10/22/2018) 

B. Alcoholic Beverage License Applications 

PH­18­AB­54 YKIM 21, LLC 
d/b/a Burger 21 
2500 Old Milton Pkwy Ste. 100 
Alpharetta, GA 30009 

 
Purpose: Consumption on Premises 

Beer, Wine, Sunday Sales 
 

Owner: Paul Kim 
Reg. Agent:   Steve Tong­gun Hahn 

 

C. Financial Management Report: Month Ending September 30, 2018 

 Mayor Pro Tem Mitchell offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda 
 

• The motion received a second from Council Member Burnett 
 

• The motion was approved unanimously 7-0 

 
VI. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. PH­18­05 Unified Development Code Text Amendments/Fire Pit & Clearing and 
Grading Regulations (1st reading) 

• Senior Planner, Michael Woodman, came forward to present this item.  

• Staff recommends Mayor and Council approve the text amendments to 
Unified Development Code, Section 3.2 as it relates to clearing and 
grading activities and Section 4.4 as it relates to adding recreational fire pit 
regulations. Consideration of amendments to Unified Development Code 
(UDC) Section 3.2 Tree Conservation, Landscape, and Buffer Requirements 
and Section 4.4 Development Permitting and Construction. 

• Staff proposes to add recreational fire pit definition and regulations to UDC 
Section 4.4, Development Permitting and Construction. UDC text 
amendments are proposed in response to questions and complaints 
received from residents with concerns over smoke intrusion and safety. The 
UDC does not currently regulate recreational fire pits. Staff proposes 
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regulations that would limit the size and location of a recreational fire pit. 

• Staff proposes to add a definition for ‘Mass Grading’ and regulations to 
UDC Section 3.2 addressing clearing and grading activities associated with 
land development. 

• City Attorney read the Ordinance title into the record 

Public Comment 

None 

 Council Member Richard offered a motion to approve PH­18­05 Unified Development Code 
Text Amendments/Fire Pit & Clearing and Grading Regulations and the Ordinance as read 
by City Attorney 

 
• The motion received a second from Council Member Binder 

 
• The motion was approved unanimously 7-0 

 
 

B. PH­18­05 Unified Development Code Text Amendments – Wireless Telecommunications 
Facilities 

• Assistant City Attorney, Scott Hastey came forward to present this item 

• Consideration of text amendments to Unified Development Code (UDC) Section 2.8 
Wireless Telecommunications Facilities as it relates to small cell technology in the 
public right-of-way. The proposed text amendments are necessary to comply with 
changing State and Federal regulations, as well as to provide additional options for 
siting small cell technology in the public right-of-way. 

• The item was removed from the table and heard by the Planning Commission at its 
November 1, 2018 meeting. Three (3) people representing the wireless 
telecommunications industry spoke on the item identifying possible conflicting 
language in the ordinance, as well as asking for greater flexibility in aesthetic 
standards. After discussion, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
item. Vote (6-0-1abstained) 

• City Attorney read the Ordinance title into the record 

  

 Public Comment 

• Don Barbour, came forward to speak on this item on behalf of AT&T 

• Ellen Smith, came forward to speak on this item on behalf of Parker Poe (counsel for Crown 
Castle) 

• Brandon Nelson, came forward to speak on this item on behalf of Zayo 

• Renee Shepherd, came forward to speak on this item on behalf of Verizon 
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 Council Member Burnett offered a motion to approve PH­18­05 Unified 
Development Code Text Amendments – Wireless Telecommunications Facilities and 
Ordinance as read by the City Attorney 

• The motion received a second from Council Member Richard 
 

• The motion was approved unanimously 7-0 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Ordinance ­ Fire Pits (1st reading) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA TO 
AMEND CHAPTER 20, ARTICLE I, SECTION 20-8 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ALPHARETTA, 
GEORGIA, TO ADD AN EXCEPTION TO THE PROHIBITIONS ON OUTSIDE BURNING; TO ADD 
STANDARDS FOR RECREATIONAL FIRE PITS; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO 
PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

•  City Attorney, Sam Thomas, provided an overview of this item and read the title into 
the record 

 Public Comment 

• John Courtnee, 120 Woodfield Ln, Alpharetta, GA came forward to speak on this item 

 Council Member Richard offered a motion to approve the Fire Pit Ordinance amendments as 
read by the City Attorney 

 
• The motion received a second from Council Member Binder 

 
• The motion was approved unanimously 7-0 

 

B. Bethany Road Roundabouts, ITB 19­004 

• Director of Public Works, Pete Sewczwicz, came forward to present this item.  

• Staff recommends Mayor and Council award ITB 19-004 to CMES, Inc. for the 
construction of the Bethany Road Roundabouts project in the amount of 
$3,225,687.00; approve the Intragovernmental Agreement with Fulton County for 
the construction of watermain improvements within the project limits; approve Atkins 
North America, Inc.'s proposal for construction management, engineering, and 
inspections services in the amount of $298,130.25; and, authorize the Mayor to 
execute all necessary documents. 

• The award of this bid is for the construction of the Bethany Road Roundabouts 
project.   

• Construction of a roundabout at the intersection of Bethany Road and Mid Broadwell 
Road (TSPLOST); Construction of a roundabout at the intersection of Bethany Road 
and Mayfield Road (TSPLOST); and, Construction of a 6'-wide sidewalk along the 
south side of Mayfield Road from Bethany Road to Chantilly Drive.  
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• Plans and specifications for this project were prepared by Tetra Tech's design team 
with program management oversight provided by Atkins. During the utility 
coordination process, Fulton County Public Works identified a need to upgrade the 
existing waterline system within the project limits.  

• The County provided the design which was incorporated into the design and bid 
documents. Additionally, an Intragovernmental Agreement has been prepared for the 
construction of the watermain improvements and will fully reimburse the City for said 
work.  

• The project advertised for competitive bids during August and September 2018. Bids 
for the project were received on September 27, 2018 and the City received a total 
of six bids from the following:  
 
CMES, Inc.                                              $3,225,687.00  
Vertical Earth Inc.                                     $3,325,826.18  
Bartow Paving Company, Inc.                    $3,453,064.73  
C. W. Matthews Contracting Co., Inc.        $3,627,377.69  
Baldwin Paving Company, Inc.                  $3,795,380.81  
Precision 2000, Inc.                                 $3,814,948.53  

• The apparent low bidder, CMES Inc. is an experienced contractor which has worked 
on several projects with similar elements in Georgia for multiple governmental 
agencies including City of Roswell, Forsyth County, Henry County, and the Georgia 
Department of Transportation.  

• Staff from Atkins met with representatives of CMES Inc. on October 25, 2018 to 
review the scope of work and the City's expectations. CMES Inc. assured Atkins that 
they could complete the project for the bid amount and within the allocated time 
frame. Based upon Atkins' recommendation, staff determined CMES Inc. to be the 
lowest responsive and responsible bidder.  

• Once a contract with CMES Inc. has been finalized and executed, construction may 
begin immediately. The anticipated completion date for work is no more than 300 
days from notice to proceed.  

• On November 14, 2016, Atkins North America, Inc. was awarded a contract for 
providing the City with assistance on larger scale bond and TSPLOST projects in the 
form of project management, right-of-way acquisitions, construction management, 
and construction inspection services. At Staff's direction, Atkins has prepared a 
proposal for providing construction project management, inspection, and 
engineering services for the Bethany Road Roundabouts project. Their scope 
includes:  

• Providing an experienced project manager to provide oversight and coordinate 
activities of Atkins, City Staff, and CMES, Inc.; Providing experienced inspectors to 
monitor and document the day to day construction activities; and,  
Assigning a dedicated engineer to maintain document control, assist in shop 
drawing and submittal review, and assist with site or design challenges.  

 

• Atkins has proposed Mr. Obie Brannon to serve as project manager. Mr. Brannon 
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serves as Atkins' project manager on the Rucker Road Corridor project where his 
team provides a similar scope of services. Additionally, Mr. Brannon has been 
involved in the management of projects constructed by CMES, Inc. for other 
government agencies. Thus, Mr. Brannon is familiar with both the City's expectations 
and procedures and with CMES, Inc. personnel and capabilities.  

• The proposed fee for these services is $298,130.25 which is based on an estimated 
number of hours to be worked over a 12 month time frame.  

• The original allocated budget for Bethany Road at Mid Broadwell Road was 
$1,280,000.00.  To date $131,170.00 was encumbered for design and 
$31,384.00 was encumbered for project management. With this award, an 
additional $857,874.00 will be encumbered for construction and $104,345.59 will 
be encumbered for construction management.  Right of way costs are expected to 
total $89,000.00.  This brings the total project cost to $1,214,223.59, leaving an 
allocated balance of $65,776.41. 

• The original allocated budget for Bethany Road at Mayfield Road was 
$1,280,000.00.  To date $137,620.00 was encumbered for design and 
$31,385.00 was encumbered for project management. With this award, an 
additional $1,613,034.00 will be encumbered for construction and $193,784.66 
will be encumbered for construction management.  Right of way costs are expected 
to total $136,000.00.  This brings the total project cost to $2,112,273.66, leaving 
an allocated shortfall of $832,273.66.   

• The Bethany Road at Mayfield Road project scope overlaps with a portion of the 
Mayfield Road Bond Sidewalk scope which is estimated at $403,154.00 for 
construction and right--of-way.  Applying these Bond funds reduces the allocated 
shortfall to $429,119.66. 

Public Comment 

None 

 Mayor Pro Tem Mitchell offered a motion to approve the ITB 19-004 for the construction of 
the Bethany Road Roundabouts project in an amount not to exceed $3,523,817.25 

 
• The motion received a second from Council Member Merkel 

 
• The motion was approved unanimously 7-0 

 

C. Northside Hospital Sponsorship 

• Director of Recreation and Parks, Morgan Rodgers, came forward to present this item.  

• Staff recommends Mayor and Council approve the sponsorship with Northside Hospital 
as outlined in the Memorandum of Understanding. 

• Northside Hospital has proposed a three year sponsorship program focusing on the 
Health and Wellness aspects of the parks and programs.  Northside would provide the 
City of Alpharetta $50,000.00 per year for three years.  In return, the City would 
enhance/develop facilities at Wills Park Wacky World Playground, at Wills Park Trail 
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Head and at the Alpharetta Greenway Trail Head, and fund free quarterly fitness 
programs throughout the City of Alpharetta during the three year program.  

• Signs would be installed at each of the three facilities during the first year.  Appropriate 
signage will be placed at the site of the sponsored programs and through appropriate 
social media. 

Public Comment 

None 

 Council Member Binder offered a motion to approve the sponsorship with Northside 
Hospital as outlined in the Memorandum of Understanding. 

 
• The motion received a second from Council Member Hipes 

 
• The motion was approved unanimously 7-0 

 
D. MOU with the City of Johns Creek for certain Recreation Programs 

• Director of Recreation and Parks, Morgan Rodgers, came forward to present this 
item.  

• Staff recommends Mayor and Council approval of the MOU with the City of Johns 
Creek as presented. 

• In 2017, Alpharetta and Johns Creek continued the MOU establishing a program to 
waive non-resident fees for selected youth recreational sports programs: Youth 
Softball, Youth Baseball, and Youth Lacrosse.  This MOU will expire before the 
Spring 2019 season and needs to be renewed.  This MOU allows citizens from both 
cities to choose where they would like to participate in the above programs, without 
concern for city limit restrictions.   

• All participating Athletic Associations (Alpharetta Youth Softball Association, 
Newtown Recreation and Ocee Park Athletic Associations are in favor of continuing 
the MOU.  Alpharetta Staff have meet with Johns Creek staff and the renewing of the 
MOU is being done concurrently in both cities.  The Alpharetta Recreation 
Commission voted unanimously at their October 9, 2018 meeting to approve the 
renewal of the MOU 

Public Comment 

None 

 Council Member Binder offered a motion to approve the MOU with the City of Johns Creek 
as presented. 

 
• The motion received a second from Council Member Merkel 

 
• The motion was approved unanimously 7-0 
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E. Renewal of Lease and Management Agreement with the YMCA 

• Director of Recreation and Parks, Morgan Rodgers, came forward to present this item. 

• Staff recommends Mayor and Council approve of the updated Lease and Management 
Agreement with the YMCA  

• The City of Alpharetta and the Ed Isakson YMCA entered into a Lease and Management 
Agreement in March, 2007 to lease certain City property to the YMCA, allow for public 
access to the Greenway and provide program activity by the City.   

• The City and the YMCA wish to amend and modify the Agreement to allow the two 
entities to work collaboratively to serve the residents of Alpharetta, to fulfill unmet needs, 
to provide scholarships to those residents otherwise unable to participate an to enhance 
the range and quality of programs and services in the community.  The City Attorney has 
reviewed the document and has approved the form of the document.  The Recreation 
Commission approved the renewal at their September Meeting. 

Public Comment 

None 

 Council Member Binder offered a motion to approve the updated Lease and Management 
Agreement with the YMCA and authorize the Mayor to execute all necessary documents 

 
• The motion received a second from Council Member Hipes 

 
• The motion was approved unanimously 7-0 

 
 
VIII. WORKSHOP 

A. Academy Street / Webb Bridge Road Corridor 

• Director of Public Works, Pete Sewczwicz, came forward to present this item.  

• On October 10th and 11th, city staff hosted community conversations to present 
concepts for the Academy Street / Webb Bridge Road corridor and receive input 
from the public.  The October 10th meeting focused on Webb Bridge Road from 
North Point Parkway to Webb Bridge Way.  The October 11th meeting focused on 
Academy Street from Haynes Bridge Road to Westside Parkway. 

• Based on the feedback from attendees, the following elements have been 
incorporated into the typical sections for the roadway: 

• Bike lanes have been moved adjacent to the travel lanes.  This is the preferred 
location expressed by Bike Alpharetta.  Staff is working with Bike Alpharetta to 
acquire formal documentation as such. 

• Trees will be provided between the roadway and sidewalks where space permits.  In 
some areas this will be achieved through the use of tree grates which will extend 
slightly into the sidewalk area. 

• Along the Alpha Loop alignment portion of the project, a minimum of 8' wide clear 
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area will be provided for the sidewalk/trail. 

 

Public Comment 

• Jason Guest, 4185 Big Creek Overlook, Alpharetta, GA came forward to speak on 
this item 

• Melissa Bondurant, owner of Webb bridge Animal Hospital, came forward to speak 
on this item 

 
 

B. Use and Rental of City Facilities by Outside Groups 

• Director of Recreation and Parks, Morgan Rodgers, came forward to present this 
item.  

• Staff recommends Mayor and Council provide direction to ensure proper use of the 
public facilities and spaces, and remaining with the values of the City of Alpharetta 
and without infringing on anyone's constitutional rights. 

• The City has received several request from outside groups to use public spaces for 
various events, such Easter Egg Hunt by churches, political rallies by candidates and 
fund raising activities in general.  Staff request direction to ensure proper use of the 
public facilities and spaces, and remaining with the values of the City of Alpharetta 
and without infringing on anyone's constitutional rights. 

Public Comment 

None 
 
 
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

X. REPORTS 

• Council Member Binder made a few announcements on behalf of Recreation and Parks: 

- City is in beginning stages of developing an Equestrian Center Master Plan and the 1st 
public input meeting will be Tuesday, November 6th at 6pm at City Hall 

- On this Wednesday, November 7th, the City will have the 1st harvest from our garden at 
the new Park at Old Rucker from 9-10am  

• Mayor Pro Tem Mitchell reminded everyone to go vote tomorrow 

• Council Member Burnett announced that the City will be moving forward to raise the 
minimum wage for City employees to $16 an hour 

• Assistant City Administrator, James Drinkard made the following announcements regarding 
upcoming meetings: 

- There will be a series of 2 meetings regarding the Haynes Bridge Corridor – 1st on 
November 13th at 6pm at Haynes Bridge Middle School and the 2nd meeting to be on 
November 14th at 6pm at Park Place, 3125 Old Alabama Road.  
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- Also on November14th , the City will host its monthly Community Zoning Information 
Meeting at 6pm where a total of 9 applicants will be present to discuss upcoming 
applications  

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 Council Member Richard offered a motion to adjourn into Executive Session  

• The motion received a second from Council Member Merkel  

• Motion was approved unanimously 7-0 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Coty Thigpen, City Clerk 



City Council Meeting and Public Hearing
STAFF REPORT

 

Submitting Department: Administration
Submitted By: 

Meeting Date: November 12, 2018

 

I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE APPLICATIONS
PH-18-AB-55 CAST ENTERPRISES LLC
                      D/B/A FRESHII
                      12460 CRABAPPLE RD. #502
                      ALPHARETTA, GA 30004

                      CONSUMPTION ON PREMISES
                      BEER, WINE & SUNDAY SALES

OWNER &
REG. AGENT      TROY J. MATHEWS
                

II. RECOMMENDATION:
 
III. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

 

BUDGETED ITEM: NO FISCAL IMPACT: NO 
INCLUDED IN CURRENT FY CPTL BUDGET: NO INCLUDED IN CURRENT FY OPRT. BUDGET: NO 
TOTAL PROJECT COST:   
APPROPRIATIONS: 

ACCOUNT TITLE/NUMBER DOLLAR AMOUNT 

EXTERNAL FUNDING SOURCES: 

ACCOUNT TITLE/NUMBER DOLLAR AMOUNT 

IV. REPORT IN BRIEF: 
 
V. ALTERNATIVES: 
 
VI. ATTACHMENTS: 
 



CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

STAFF REPORT 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
SUBMITTED BY:  KATHI COOK 

DRAFTED BY:  MICHAEL WOODMAN 
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I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: CLUP-18-03/Z-18-09 THE PROVIDENCE GROUP/HAYNES BRIDGE AT DEVORE 

CITY COUNCIL:   NOVEMBER 12, 2018 

This item was heard at the November 1, 2018 Planning Commission meeting. Staff recommended approval of 
the item subject to 26 conditions. One resident representing Haynes Park HOA spoke in support of the 
development and one resident in opposition to the development spoke with concerns over drainage and did not 
like the condominium building. After discussion, the Planning Commission recommended to approve the item 
subject to staff’s recommended conditions. Vote (6-1) 

II. RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve CLUP-18-03/Z-18-09 The Providence Group/Haynes Bridge at Devore, subject to the following 
conditions: 

 
1. The site, consisting of approximately 15.3 acres, shall be zoned R-8A/D and developed substantially similar 

to site plan submitted by Travis Pruitt & Associates, Inc., dated 10/16/2018, except for modifications 
required to comply with the conditions below. However, lot yield depicted is not guaranteed and subject to 
meeting all City code requirements and conditions of zoning. 

2. The Comprehensive Land Use Plan designation of the property shall be ‘High Density Residential’. 
3. Architecture and materials shall be developed similar to the submitted renderings, subject to approval by 

Staff. Buildings shall have 3-sided architecture with brick and/or stone are the primary material. Side and 
rear building elevations visible from Haynes Bridge Road shall have similar architectural details and materials 
as the front façade, as approved by Staff. Townhome buildings facing Haynes Bridge Road shall have a 
stone base with brick upper floors and shall include the following elements: chimneys, porches and balconies 
and over-sized lights. Chimneys shall extend past the plane of the side elevation. 

4. Minimum 20’ decorative landscape strip shall be required along Haynes Bridge Road, consisting of trees, 
shrubs and ground cover, as approved by Staff. Landscape strip shall include decorative metal fence with 
brick or stone columns with gates and sidewalk connection to the public sidewalk, similar to Sonoma 
subdivision on North Main Street. Project entrance shall include a decorative knee wall and shall be heavily 
landscaped with ornamental plantings, as approved by Staff. 

5. Minimum 25’ landscape buffer, replanted where sparse, shall be provided along the common property line 
with Haynes Park and shall be supplemented with evergreen trees and shrubs to provide a visual screen, as 
approved by Staff. A 10’ landscape strip shall be required along south property line. 

6. Amenity areas shall be developed with a park-like setting with decorative landscape, hardscape, seating and 
pedestrian-scale lighting, as approved by Staff. 

7. Haynes Bridge Road streetscape shall include minimum 8’ sidewalk, 6’ planting strip and decorative 
pedestrian lighting. Street trees shall alternate in the planting strip and backside of sidewalk to provide a 
canopy for pedestrians. 

8. Developer shall remove exotic and invasive trees and shrubs within stream buffers and tree save areas and 
replant where sparse, as approved by Staff. 

9. Decorative paver apron and planted median shall be required at the project driveway, as approved by Staff. 
10. Development shall be gated with private roads and maintained by the HOA. 
11. Residential driveways shall be minimum 18’ from garage to sidewalk or alley (if no sidewalk). 
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12. Internal sidewalks shall be provided on one side of the street, including a connection to the front of all units 
and shall be minimum 5’ with 4’ planting strip and pedestrian-scale lighting provided throughout the 
development. 

13. Unfinished wood fences and decks shall not be visible from the street. 
14. Developer shall dedicate permanent easement and construct a 12’ concrete, accessible multi-use trail (Alpha 

Loop) as depicted on the site plan prepared by Travis Pruitt & Associates, Inc., dated 10/16/2018, with 
final alignment/design/materials approved by Staff and construction completed prior to the first CO. A 
crosswalk shall be provided across Haynes Bridge Road and shall be constructed of a material approved by 
Staff. Alpha Loop shall including seating/gathering areas, lighting (pedestrian and bollards), landscape, 
hardscape and trail entrance gateways/arches at Haynes Bridge Road and at eastern property line. 
Applicant shall hand clear undergrowth, invasive species and dead materials within the stream buffer and 
maintain such condition to the City’s satisfaction. Wayfinding signage shall be placed at key locations along 
the trail. Alpha Loop connection to Haynes Park shall be minimum 6’ wide. Alpha Loop improvements, not 
including Haynes Park spur, shall be eligible for impact fee credits, as approved by Staff. 

15. Alpha Loop shall maintain a minimum 20’ setback from residential buildings, as approved by Staff. 
16. Existing trees shall be preserved as depicted on the site plan prepared by Travis Pruitt & Associates, Inc., 

dated 10/16/2018, except that tree #279 may be removed for a decel lane. In addition, developer shall 
save tree #276 (24” Scarlet Oak). 

17. Developer shall identify locations with significant tree groupings outside of the required undisturbed buffers 
and stream buffers. Tree groupings shall be incorporated into the final site plan, as approved by Staff. 

18. Off-site tree encroachment shall be limited to no more than 20% on the CRZ and shall require 
notification/approval by property owner, as approved by administrative variance. 

19. No more than 10% of the residential units shall be permitted to be rented, as recorded in the HOA’s 
declarations and covenants. 

20. Overhead utilities shall be placed underground. 
21. Developer shall be responsible for all costs associated with upgrading the signal to accommodate new 

development. Traffic signal modification to be complete prior to final plat. 
22. Streets less than 24’ wide shall be marked "No Parking". 
23. Widths/lengths of fire department access road shall comply with Appendix D – Fire Apparatus Access Roads. 
24. Developer shall provide a northbound right-turn lane on Haynes Bridge Road entering the site. 
25. Developer shall construct 1 shared left-turn/through lane and 1 right-turn lane exiting the site onto Haynes 

Bridge Road and Devore Road and 1 ingress lane entering the site. 
26. Utility structures, headwalls, etc. shall be finished with decorative stone, if visible from the Alpha Loop. 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 

The applicant, The Providence Group, is requesting a rezoning of 15.3 acres from R-12 (Dwelling, ‘For-Sale’ 
Residential) to R-8A/D (Dwelling, ‘For-Sale’ Attached/Detached Residential) to allow for the construction of 92 
‘For-Sale’ Townhome units and 30 ‘For-Sale’ Condominium units on 15.3 acres within a gated community. A 
comprehensive land use plan amendment is requested from ‘Commercial’ to ‘High Density Residential’. The subject 
property is located at 11705, 11715 & 11725 Haynes Bridge Road and 310 Norcross Street on the east side 
of Haynes Bridge Road at the intersection with Devore Road. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
The submitted request, if approved, will allow for a 122-unit residential subdivision, including 30 ‘For-Sale’ 
condominium units and 92 ‘For-Sale’ townhome units on 15.3 acres within a gated community. The 
proposed density is 7.97 dwelling units per acre. A comprehensive land use plan amendment and rezoning 
is requested to allow the proposed residential subdivision. The subject property is located at 11705, 11715 
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& 11725 Haynes Bridge Road and 310 Norcross Street on the east side of Haynes Bridge Road at the 
intersection with Devore Road. 
 
The property consists of several parcels of land all zoned R-12 and developed with three (3) single-family 
detached homes. Surrounding properties are zoned R-4A to the north, R-10M and O-I to the east, O-I to 
the south and C-2 to the west. Haynes Park subdivision is located to the north, AMLI apartments and 
Northwinds to the east, 600 Northwinds Center West and Crème de la Crème daycare to the south and 
QT and Express Oil Change to the west. The Comprehensive Land Use Plan designation of the property is 
‘Commercial’, which requires an amendment to allow the proposed residential subdivision. 
 
The proposed single-family attached uses are appropriate at this location given the surrounding 
development pattern, which includes townhomes, ‘For-Rent’ apartments, office and commercial uses. 
Residential densities vary widely in the area, including densities of just under four (4) dwelling units/acre 
at Haynes Park, seven (7) dwelling units/acre at Chelsea Walk and ten (10) dwelling units/acre at AMLI 
Northwinds. 
 
The City’s Comprehensive Plan states that Alpharetta has 29% of all retail space in North Fulton County, 
approximately 8.24 million square feet. As the retail environment changes, the City will continue to see 
vacant retail spaces opening up. The Alpharetta Crossing shopping center, located across Haynes Bridge 
Road from the subject property, has nearly 50,000 square feet of unoccupied retail space for over a year. 
Therefore, new commercial development is not warranted and could negatively impact Downtown 
(re)development efforts. 
 
SITE PLAN 
 
The submitted site plan depicts 92 townhome units and 30 stacked condominium units on 15.3 acres within 
a gated community. Condominium units are depicted within two (2) buildings near the front of the 
subdivision. Townhome units are depicted within 18 buildings and consist of 70 rear entry and 22 front 
entry units. Townhome unit widths range in size from 18’ to 27’. Three (3) townhome buildings are oriented 
to Haynes Bridge Road, which is similar to the Sonoma townhome community located on North Main Street 
and Winthrope Park Drive. An amenity area with clubhouse and pool is depicted at the rear of the property. 
 
The project entrance is depicted at the Haynes Bridge Road and Devore Road signal. The project entrance 
is gated with new private internal streets and alleys. A total of 37 guest parking spaces are provided 
throughout the site. Overall site setbacks are proposed to be 65’ along Haynes Bridge Road, 10’ along 
the north property line, 20’ along the east property line and 5’ along the south property line. 
 
A 25’ landscape buffer is depicted along the north property line, as required with the rezoning of the 
Haynes Park subdivision. Condition #9 from file MP-06-02/Z-06-01/CLUP-06-01 Northwinds Pod D/John 
Wieland Amendment allowed for half the buffer to be met on the Haynes Park property and half met on 
the applicant’s property subject to agreements with adjacent property owners. John Wieland Homes 
secured the necessary agreements. A 50’ undisturbed buffer is provided on the adjacent O-I parcels to the 
south. A 20’ landscape strip is required along Haynes Bridge Road, exclusive of any utilities and 
easements. A perennial stream runs through the northeast corner of the site and includes a 100’ stream 
buffer and 150’ impervious setback. The applicant proposed three (3) underground detention areas 
partially within the impervious setback, which is permitted is the stormwater facilities allow for infiltration. 
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According to the breakdown provided by the applicant, the site plan includes 7.49 acres, or 49%, 
greenspace. Greenspace includes pervious (green), unusable areas such as landscape strips and buffers, 
as well as pervious open space (amenity and civic space) areas. Amenity space is depicted throughout the 
site plan, including a pocket park with tree save area south of the project entrance, clubhouse and pool, 
dog park, community garden and two (2) additional open spaces areas near the condominium buildings.  
 
The City’s Alpha Loop project has a planned alignment on the adjacent AMLI Northwinds property to the 
rear of the applicant’s site, with a connection between the inner and outer loops through the applicant’s 
site. The site plan depicts the 12’ Alpha Loop running through the center of the property from east to west, 
as well as a small spur connecting to Haynes Park to the north. The Alpha Loop will include an easement 
to allow public access. 90-degree turns are depicted on the site plan in conjunction with the Alpha Loop 
alignment through the site, which is not ideal. The City’s Alpha Loop Consultant reviewed the site plan and 
was generally okay with the 90-degree turns, since they occur at an intersection. The Consultant 
recommended that crosswalks for the Alpha Loop be designed to be safe for pedestrians and cyclists and 
to typical standards. A minimum 5’ landscape strip between the Alpha Loop and internal streets was also 
recommended by the Consultant. 
 
The property is heavily wooded, primarily consisting of Hardwoods. Tree saves are depicted within the 
stream buffer and along Haynes Bridge Road. Tree #279 (36” Tuliptree – Fair Condition) is depicted to be 
saved; however, the tree would be significantly impacted by a northbound right-turn lane on Haynes Bridge 
Road entering the site. Staff identified an additional specimen tree save opportunity (Tree #276 – 24” 
Scarlet Oak) that falls within the amenity area at the rear of the applicant’s site plan. If approved, Staff 
recommends a condition requiring the applicant to identify and save significant tree groupings, which may 
result in the loss of residential units. 
 
The applicant submitted photographs and renderings of the townhome and condominium products. 
Buildings are primarily brick with stone, siding, board and batten and shake accents. Standing seem metal 
roof and timber accents are also shown. The photographs and renderings depict units with a stoop or 
recessed entry, as well as single- and double-stacked porches. 
 
TRAFFIC 
 
The proposed project, consisting of 92 townhome units and 30 condominium units, would generate 70 PM 
Peak Hour trips. When compared to development of the property under the ‘Commercial’ future land use 
designation, the applicant’s proposal to construct a residential subdivision would result in a significant 
reduction of vehicular trips over retail or office use (see table below). 
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Land Use ITE 
Code 

Density Enter Exit Total AM Peak PM Peak 

Office 720 153,000 SF 907 907 1814 269 250 

 
The applicant provided a traffic study, prepared by Kimley-Horn & Associates. The study shows that the 
intersection at Haynes Bridge Road and Devore Road current operates at a LOS A during the AM and PM 
Peak Hours and will continue to operate at LOS A with or without the proposed project by the project build-
out year of 2023. System improvements are not proposed; however, the following site improvements are 
proposed: 
 

 Provide a northbound right-turn lane on Haynes Bridge Road entering the site. 
 Construct 1 shared left-turn/through lane and 1 right-turn lane exiting the site onto Haynes Bridge Road and 

Devore Road and 1 ingress lane entering the site. 

 
SCHOOLS 
 
Residential development is known to increase school enrollment. Fulton County calculated the potential 
maximum number of children who may live on the property by using the Fulton County Schools standard 
calculation to identify the number of children that a residential development will generate. The following 
chart outlines these figures: 
 
FULTON COUNTY SCHOOLS – 92 Townhome Units & 30 Single-Family Condominium Units 

School Single Family Average # 

Manning Oaks Elementary School 1 to 33 students 

Northwestern Middle School 0 to 20 students 

Milton High School 1 to 29 students 

TOTAL 2 to 82 students 

 
Based on the total figure for all three school levels, it can be assumed that the proposed development could 
house approximately 2 – 82 school age children. Numbers provided by Fulton County Schools show that 
all three (3) schools are currently over capacity. 
 
STANDARDS FOR ZONING CHANGES 
 
The Planning Commission and the City Council shall consider the following standards in considering a 
rezoning application, giving due weight or priority to those factors particularly appropriate to the 
circumstances of each application: 
 
a. Whether the zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the zoning use and 
development of adjacent and nearby property. 
 
Response: The zoning proposal would be suitable as it relates to the use and development of adjacent 
or nearby properties. Additional commercial use on the subject property could detract from (re)development 
efforts in the Downtown. In addition, residential use on the subject property would have less impacts to 
Haynes Park subdivision located immediately adjacent and to the north. 
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b. Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby 
property. 
 
Response: The zoning proposal should not adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or 
nearby properties. Additional commercial use on the subject property could detract from (re)development 
efforts in the Downtown. In addition, residential use on the subject property would have less impacts to 
Haynes Park subdivision located immediately adjacent and to the north. 
 
c. Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect the natural environment. 
 
Response: The applicant’s proposal should not have significant impacts on the natural environment. 
The applicant’s site plan respects on-site stream buffers and tree saves are identified throughout the site. 
 
d. Whether there are substantial reasons why the property cannot or should not be used as currently 
zoned. 
 
Response: The existing R-12 zoning allows single-family detached homes on minimum 12,000 square 
foot lots. Given the use and development of adjacent properties, which are developed with townhomes, 
‘For-Rent’ apartments, office and commercial uses, development under the current zoning would be difficult 
and would likely result in the property being developed under the ‘Commercial’ future land use designation 
of the property. The proposed residential attached uses would have less impact on the adjacent Haynes 
Park subdivision than development of the property under the ‘Commercial’ designation. 
 
e. Whether the zoning proposal will result in a use that will or could cause an excessive or burdensome 
use of public facilities or services, including but not limited to existing streets and transportation facilities, 
schools, water or sewer utilities, and police or fire protection. 
 
Response: The zoning proposal would have impacts on public facilities and services as it would result 
in an increased demand on parks and recreation, fire and police and schools. However, the applicant’s 
proposal to construct a residential subdivision would result in a significant reduction of vehicular trips. 
 
f. Whether the zoning proposal is supported by new or changing conditions not anticipated or 
reflected in the existing zoning on the property. 
 
Response: The ‘Commercial’ designation of the property is likely no longer appropriate given that 
commercial use on the subject property could detract from the (re)development efforts in the Downtown. 
 
g. Whether the zoning proposal reflects a reasonable balance between the promotion of the public 
health, safety, morality or general welfare against the right to unrestricted use of property. 
 
Response: The request to allow ‘For-Sale’ single-family attached product should not have negative 
impacts to public health, safety or welfare. While the proposed zoning is not consistent with the future land 
use designation of the property, additional commercial use on the subject property could detract from 
(re)development efforts in the Downtown. In addition, residential use on the subject property would have 
less impacts to Haynes Park subdivision located immediately adjacent and to the north. 
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h. Whether there are substantial reasons why the property cannot be used in accordance with existing 
zoning. 
 
Response: The zoning proposal is appropriate given the use and development of adjacent properties, 
which are developed with residential and non-residential uses. Residential use on the subject property 
would have less impacts to Haynes Park subdivision located immediately adjacent and to the north. 
 
i. The extent to which the zoning proposal is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Response: The request to allow ‘For-Sale’ single-family attached product is not consistent with the 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan designation of the property, which is ‘Commercial’. However, additional 
commercial use on the subject property could detract from (re)development efforts in the Downtown. In 
addition, residential use on the subject property would have less impacts to Haynes Park subdivision located 
immediately adjacent and to the north. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN 
 
Unified Development Code Section 4.1.3 Standards for CLUP amendment approval, provides the following 
criteria for consideration when evaluating a request for a change in land use: 
 
A. The extent to which a change in the economy, land use or development opportunities of the area has 
occurred. 
 
Response: Commercial use on the subject property could detract from (re)development efforts in the 
Downtown. Nearly 50,000 square feet of retail space remains vacant in the Alpharetta Crossing shopping 
center, which is located across Haynes Bridge Road from the applicant’s property.  
 
B. The extent to which the proposed designation is in compliance with the goals and policies of the Plan. 
 
Response: The proposal is consistent with the following goals, policies and strategies in the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan: 
 

H Strategy 1.2: Encourage higher residential densities and appropriate mix of uses close to Downtown 
Alpharetta and in the GA-400 corridor. 

 
H Strategy 1.5: Promote subdivisions that foster a sense of community and promote pedestrian mobility, the 
natural environment, community recreation and public open space. 
 
H Policy 2:  Maintain a balance between ‘owner-occupied’ and ‘renter–occupied’ in Alpharetta such that at 
least 68% of the housing stock is ‘owner-occupied’. 

 
H Strategy 5.1:  Ensure that at the very beginning of the design process, consideration is given to the natural 
environment (i.e. topography, tree preservation, creek flows) and accommodations are made for amenities 
(i.e. sidewalks, lighting, open spaces), in order to support a high quality residential product. 

 
T Strategy 2.4: Encourage an interconnected public sidewalk and trail network within new developments and 
enhance connectivity area wide by linking new sidewalks and trails to existing sidewalks and trails in adjacent 
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neighborhoods. In addition, the system should link residential areas to commercial, schools, employment 
centers, transit and parks. 

 
T Strategy 2.6: While examining new development proposals, assess their ability to offer transportation 
alternatives and reduce the number of vehicular trips. 
 

C. The extent to which the proposed designation would require changes in the provision of public facilities 
and services.  
 
Response: The zoning proposal would have impacts on public facilities and services as it relates to 
increased demand on parks and recreation, fire and police and schools. However, the applicant’s proposal 
would generate fewer vehicular trips than a commercial use developed on the property. The proposed 
subdivision would also complete an important connection between the inner and outer Alpha Loop. 
 
D. The extent to which the proposed designation would impact the public health, safety, and welfare.  
 
Response: The request to allow ‘For-Sale’ single-family attached product should not have negative 
impacts to public health, safety or welfare. While the proposed zoning is not consistent with the future land 
use designation of the property, additional commercial use on the subject property could detract from 
(re)development efforts in the Downtown. In addition, residential use on the subject property would have 
less impacts to Haynes Park subdivision located immediately adjacent and to the north. 
 
E. The extent to which additional land area is needed to be developed for a specific type of use.  
 
Response: Staff has concerns that commercial use on the subject property could detract from 
(re)development efforts in the Downtown. 
 
F. The extent to which area demographics or projections are not occurring as projected. 
 
Response: Not applicable. 
 
CONCURRENCES 
 
Staff has reviewed the applicant’s proposal and finds that it can generally support the request for 
comprehensive land use plan amendment and rezoning. The proposed rezoning to R-8A/D is consistent 
with the existing use of adjacent and nearby properties. While the proposed use is inconsistent with the 
comprehensive land use plan designation of the property, additional commercial use on the subject 
property could detract from the (re)development efforts in the Downtown. 
 
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
The report submitted by the applicant states that property owners within 500’ were contacted regarding 
the applicant’s intent. The report states that no comments were received. 
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COMMUNITY ZONING INFORMATION MEETING 
 
The CZIM was held on September 12, 2018 and October 11, 2018. Seven (7) residents signed-in with 
comments. Residents generally support the development, but asked for more trees be protected and a heavy 
buffer to screen the development from Haynes Bridge Road. 

IV. ATTACHMENTS: 

 Site Plan 

 Elevations 
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6' FENCE ALONG THE ENTIRE

NORTH PROPERTY LINE

EYE LEVEL 3.5'

EYE LEVEL 3.5'

EXISTING SURFACE

HAYNES BRIDGE
ROAD

11-06-2018

1" = 60'

2 of 2

DEVELOPMENT TYPE

26' FRONT ENTRY TOWNS

TOTAL UNITS

18'-22' REAR ENTRY TOWNS

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

 122

24

62

VARIANCES:

NO VARIANCES AT THIS TIME.

NOTES

1. SPEED LIMIT OF HAYNES BRIDGE ROAD IS 45 MPH.

2. ACCORDING TO THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE NATIONAL

WETLANDS INVENTORY - WETLANDS ARE NOT LOCATED ON THIS SITE.

3. ACCORDING TO THE FEMA FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP FOR

FULTON COUNTY . A PORTION OF THE PROPERTY DOES NOT FALL

WITHIN A DESIGNATED FLOOD ZONE "AE" (AREAS OF 100 YEAR

FLOOD).

4. WATERS OF THE STATED ARE WITHIN 200' OF THIS PROPERTY.

5. THE CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER IS NOT WITHIN 2000' OF THIS

PROPERTY.

6. COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT SHALL APPROVE ROAD LAYOUT AND

ENTRANCES.

7. WATER SERVICE SHALL BE PROVIDED BY FULTON COUNTY.

EXISTING WATER SERVICE WILL BE USED

8. SANITARY SEWER SERVICE WILL BE PROVIDED BY FULTON COUNTY.

EXISTING SEWER WILL BE TAPPED ON SITE.

9. THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT MAY BE GATED AND HAVE PRIVATE

STREETS.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION TRACT I

Associates, Inc.
&

www.travispruitt.com
Fax: (770)416-6759
Phone: (770)416-7511
Norcross, Georgia 30093
4317 Park Drive, Suite 400

Travis Pruitt
For The FirmTravis Pruitt

Associates, Inc.

OWNER/DEVELOPER

DATE:

SCALE: 

LSV: 

JN: 

FN: 

CN:180059CP16

ZONING PLAN

OVERALL BOUNDARY

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND LOT 747 OF THE 1ST

DISTRICT, 2ND SECTION, CITY OF ALPHARETTA, FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA AND BEING

MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING FROM THE INTERSECTION FORMED BY THE NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY OF

RAINWATER DRIVE (VARIABLE RIGHT-OF-WAY) AND THE EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY OF HAYNES

BRIDGE ROAD (VARIABLE RIGHT-OF-WAY), THENCE ALONG SAID EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY OF

HAYNES BRIDGE ROAD 779.22 FEET IN A NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION TO AN IRON PIN SET

AT THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

THENCE CONTINUING ALONG THE EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY OF HAYNES BRIDGE ROAD

(RIGHT-OF-WAY VARIES) NORTH 22 DEGREES 00 MINUTES 23 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE

OF 160.24 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE ALONG A CURVE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF

2226.83 FEET AND A LENGTH OF 119.40 FEET, SAID CURVE HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF

NORTH 20 DEGREES 28 MINUTES 13 SECONDS WEST AND A CHORD DISTANCE OF 119.38

FEET TO AN IRON PIN SET; THENCE ALONG A CURVE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF

2226.83 FEET AND A LENGTH OF 52.64 FEET, SAID CURVE HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF

NORTH 18 DEGREES 15 MINUTES 25 SECONDS WEST AND A CHORD DISTANCE OF 52.64

FEET TO A HALF INCH REBAR FOUND; THENCE ALONG A CURVE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A

RADIUS OF 2226.83 FEET AND A LENGTH OF 135.39 FEET, SAID CURVE HAVING A CHORD

BEARING OF NORTH 15 DEGREES 50 MINUTES 17 SECONDS WEST AND A CHORD DISTANCE

OF 135.37 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE ALONG A CURVE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF

2226.83 FEET AND A LENGTH OF 133.33 FEET, SAID CURVE HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF

NORTH 12 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 52 SECONDS WEST AND A CHORD DISTANCE OF 133.31

FEET TO A HALF INCH REBAR FOUND; THENCE DEPARTING SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY NORTH 89

DEGREES 57 MINUTES 57 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 1251.78 FEET TO A HALF INCH

REBAR FOUND ON THE APRROXIMATE LAND LOT LINE COMMON TO LAND LOTS 747 & 750;

THENCE ALONG SAID APPROXIMATE LAND LOT LINE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 46 MINUTES 57

SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 571.00 FEET TO A HALF INCH REBAR FOUND; THENCE

DEPARTING SAID APPROXIMATE LAND LOT LINE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 57 MINUTES 56

SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 1060.17 FEET TO A HALF INCH REBAR FOUND AND SAID

POINT BEING THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

SAID TRACT CONTAINS 666,678 SQUARE FEET OR 15.305 ACRES.

TPA

SITE NOTES

R-12

SURVEY NOTES:

1. A SITE PLAN FOR CREME DE LA CREME PREPARED BY

DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS GROUP DATED 2/18/97.

2. RIGHT-OF-WAY PLANS FOR "HAYNES BRIDGE ROAD" PREPARED

BY MORELAND ALTOBELLI & ASSOCIATES  DATED 2/9/90,  PLANS

COMPLETED 1/11/93.

3. SURVEY FOR HOWARD T AND ELSIE KNIGHT PREPARED BY

DORSEY R. BRUMBELOW DATED 12/6/65.

4. SURVEY FOR MR & MRS MARCUS L STRICKLAND PREPARED BY

DORSEY R. BRUMBELOW DATED 3/16/63.

5. SURVEY FOR WALTER BATES PREPARED BY DORSEY R.

BRUMBELOW DATED 10/19/63.

6. SURVEY FOR JOHN W BURGESS PREPARED BY DORSEY R.

BRUMBELOW DATED 10/19/63.

UTILITY STATEMENT:

REFERENCE PLAT:

R-8A/D

SITE NOTES

SITE AREA

DENSITY

EXISTING ZONING

15.30 ACRES

 7.97 UNITS PER ACRE

R-12

SURVEY NOTES:

1. THIS PLAT WAS PREPARED FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE

PERSON, PERSONS, OR ENTITY NAMED IN THE TITLE BLOCK. SAID

USE DOES NOT EXTEND TO ANY UNNAMED PERSON WITHOUT

EXPRESS PERMISSION BY THE SURVEYOR NAMING SAID PERSON.

2. THE SURVEY SHOWN HEREON WAS PREPARED WITHOUT BENEFIT

OF ANY ABSTRACT OF TITLE; THEREFORE, BARRON M. DUNN AND

TRAVIS PRUITT & ASSOCIATES, INC. MAKE NO GUARANTEES OR

REPRESENTATIONS REGARDING INFORMATION SHOWN HEREON

PERTAINING TO EASEMENTS, RIGHTS OF WAY, SETBACK LINES,

AGREEMENTS, RESERVATIONS, AND OTHER SIMILAR MATTERS.

3. UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, ALL DISTANCES AS SHOWN ARE

HORIZONTAL GROUND DISTANCES IN U.S. SURVEY FEET (39.37

INCHES = 1 METER).

4. THE PROJECT HORIZONTAL DATUM IS RELATIVE TO THE NORTH

AMERICAN DATUM 1983 (NAD83), 2011 ADJUSTMENT, PROJECTED

TO THE GEORGIA STATE PLANE COORDINATE SYSTEM, WEST

ZONE. THE VERTICAL DATUM IS RELATIVE TO THE NORTH

AMERICAN VERTICAL DATUM OF 1988 (NAVD88) USING THE

NATIONAL GEODETIC SURVEY (NGS) GEOID 2012A.

FLOOD HAZARD NOTE:

5. BY GRAPHIC PLOTTING ONLY, A PORTION OF THIS PROPERTY

DOES LIE WITHIN A 100 YEAR FLOOD HAZARD ZONE AND IS

DEPICTED AS ZONE "AE" AS DEFINED BY THE F.E.M.A FLOOD

INSURANCE RATE MAP OF FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA AND

INCORPORATED AREAS MAP NUMBER 13151C0058F, EFFECTIVE

DATE 9/18/13.

6. WETLANDS ARE SHOWN PER FIELD LOCATED WETLAND FLAGS

PROVIDED BY GAIA ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING, AS PROVIDED

BY TRAVIS PRUITT & ASSOCIATES VIA EMAIL ON 3/15/18.

1. INFORMATION REGARDING THE REPUTED PRESENCE, SIZE,

CHARACTER AND LOCATION OF EXISTING UNDERGROUND

UTILITIES AND STRUCTURE IS SHOWN HEREON. THERE IS NO

CERTAINTY OF THE ACCURACY OF THIS INFORMATION AND IT

SHALL BE CONSIDERED IN THAT LIGHT BY THOSE USING THIS

DRAWING. THE LOCATION AND ARRANGEMENT OF UNDERGROUND

UTILITIES AND STRUCTURES SHOWN HEREON MAY BE

INACCURATE AND UTILITIES AND STRUCTURE NOT SHOWN MAY

BE ENCOUNTERED. THE OWNER, HIS EMPLOYEES, HIS

CONSULTANTS AND HIS CONTRACTORS SHALL HEREBY

DISTINCTLY UNDERSTAND THAT THE SURVEYOR IS NOT

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CORRECTNESS OR SUFFICIENCY OF THIS

INFORMATION.

UTILITY STATEMENT:

REFERENCE PLAT:

PROPOSED ZONING R-8A/D

PROPOSED LAND USE

Tele: (678) 475-1800

11340 Lakefield Drive

Building II, Suite 200

Johns Creek, Georgia 30097

Warren Jolly

thePROVIDENCEgroup Land Lot 747, 1st District, 2nd Section

City of Alpharetta

Fulton County, Georgia

SAVED TREE 

CRZ

TOWNHOME LOT DATA

REQUIRED PROPOSED

FRONT SETBACK

10'

MIN. DISTANCE B/N BUILDINGS

FRONT TO FRONT

40'

SIDE TO SIDE

15'

REAR TO REAR

50'

FRONT TO SIDE

20'

MINIMUM FLOOR AREA

1,200 SF

MIN. BUILDING WIDTH

18'

LEGEND

PERIMETER SETBACKS

REQUIRED PROPOSED

FRONT SETBACK HAYNES BRIDGE RD.

65'

SIDE SETBACK

5'

REAR SETBACK

20'

MAXIMUM BUILDING COVERAGE
40%

ENTRANCE DISTANCE PROFILE

40%

TOWNHOUSE

OPEN SPACE NA

ROOT PLATE

1,200 SF

#

STACKED CONDO UNITS 36

PARKING

PARKING SPACES 37
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Open Space Calculations
Haynes Bridge Road @ Devore SF
Active Amenity Area 29,080
Dog Park 9,600
North of Stream 134,200
South of Stream including Garden Area 64,700
Frontage after buffer North Entrance 29,100
Frontage after buffer South Entrance 19,600
Muse between Townhome Units 3,400
Muse between Townhome Units 3,400
Pocket Park at Condo Units 11,100
Green space between Condo & Townhomes 6,900 Acres

311,080 7.14

Total Site 15.3
Open Space 7.14 47%
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Summary of Meetings with Haynes Park Homeowners Association regarding rezoning of Haynes Bridge 
Road Assemblage. 

July 10, 2018 – Warren Jolly of The Providence Group met with Jim Reynolds and Bill (who has since 
moved) of the Haynes Park HOA Board.  Discussion was had regarding square footages of homes, gating 
of the community, buffers and setbacks along the shared property line and location of the Alpha Loop 
Trail.  

August 2, 2018 – Warren Jolly of the Providence Group met with Jim Reynolds, Jim Fineis and Tom 
Warner of the Haynes Park HOA Board.  Discussion was a follow-up to the previously discussed items.  
Buffers & Setbacks between the two communities and location of the Alpha Loop.  

October 22, 2018 – Warrant Jolly of the Providence Group met with Jim Reynolds, Jim Fineis and Tom 
Warner of the Haynes Park HOA Board. This meeting was to discuss progress and updating of the 
rezoning application and to further discuss how the development will address buffers and setbacks 
along the property line.  We discussed needing to meet again once Staff Comments are released, in case 
there are changes to the site plan.  

A follow-up meeting is scheduled for October 29, 2018 between The Providence Group and the Haynes 
Park HOA Board after Staff Comments are finalized.  This meeting will be to update the HOA Board with 
Staff Comments and to walk the property line and demonstrate location of the connection and buffers.  
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I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: E-18-08 GIBSON/191 ROSWELL STREET PARKING EXCEPTION 

CITY COUNCIL:   NOVEMBER 12, 2018 

This item was heard at the November 1, 2018 Planning Commission meeting. Staff recommended approval of 
the item subject to 10 conditions. No one spoke for or against the request. After discussion, the Planning 
Commission recommended to approve the item subject to staff’s recommended conditions with the removal of 
conditions # 1 and 5. Vote (7-0) 

II. RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve E-18-08 Gibson/191 Roswell Street Parking Exception, subject to the following conditions (Redlines 
below indicate Planning Commission changes to staff recommendation. Bluelines below indicate City Attorney’s 
change to Planning Commission recommendation): 
 
1. Applicant shall enter into a parking agreement with the City prior to receiving a business license. There shall 

be no regular overnight parking associated with the applicant’s use and within the existing Community Center 
parking lot. Spaces shall be open to the public after office hours. Applicant shall enter into a joint easement 
agreement with the City, subject to approval by the City Attorney and Staff. There shall be no regular overnight 
parking associated with the applicant’s use and within the existing Community Center parking lot. 

2. Exterior modifications to the existing building and new buildings shall require DRB approval. 
3. Applicant shall remove the 2 curb cuts and driveways on Roswell Street. New curbing shall be provided on 

Roswell Street where curb cuts removed. Right-of-way required for 8’ sidewalk shall be dedicated to the City 
for future construction by others. 

4. Maximum square footage for second building depicted may be reduced to the maximum amount that could 
be accommodated on the site with required parking. In no case shall more than 9 offsite shared spaces be 
permitted. If use changes from office than additional parking accommodations may be required. 

5. The 7 constructed parking spaces may be reserved for the applicant’s business between the hours of 7AM - 
5PM, Monday through Friday. 

6. There shall be no visible outside storage of materials, vehicles or equipment associated with the applicant’s 
business. 

7. In-lieu of providing required parking spaces on-site, the applicant shall construct 7 parking spaces as depicted 
on site plan prepared by Engineering 303, dated 8/17/2018.   

8. Trees shall be saved substantially as depicted on the plan prepared by Engineering 303, dated 8/17/2018. 
9. Prior to CO, applicant shall dedicate a minimum 16’ easement for the Alpha Loop, as depicted on plan 

prepared by Engineering 303, dated 8/17/2018.  
10. Landscape and hardscape shall be installed substantially per plan prepared by Jefferson Land Consulting & 

Solutions, dated 8/30/2018. 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 

The applicant, Dan Gibson, is requesting a parking special exception to allow required parking to be constructed 
and met off-site on the adjacent Alpharetta Community Center property. Seven (7) parking spaces are proposed 
to be constructed on the Community Center property with the balance of required parking met in the existing 
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Community Center parking lot. The subject property is located at 191 Roswell Street on the west side of Roswell 
Street and south of the Community Center at Wills Park. 

 

DISCUSSION 
 
The submitted request, if approved, will allow existing and proposed buildings to meet parking requirements 
on an adjacent City-owned property. A parking special exception is requested to allow for the construction 
of seven (7) off-site parking spaces and to meet the balance of required parking within the existing 
Alpharetta Community Center parking lot. The subject property is located at 191 Roswell Street on the west 
side of Roswell Street and south of the Community Center at Wills Park. The applicant could provide 
required parking onsite but cars would be crossing over the Alpha Loop to access the lot. Additionally if 7 
spaces are built offsite then those could be utilized by the public after hours and on weekends. 
 
The property is located in the Downtown Overlay and is developed with a 2-story, 2,220 square foot 
duplex that is currently unoccupied. The applicant proposes to convert the existing structure into a 
professional office, as well as a future 3,000 square foot office building at the rear of the property. The 
two (2) existing curb cuts and residential driveways are proposed to be removed, which will help improve 
the aesthetics of the property. The second building should be restricted to a square footage that would 
accommodate required parking onsite. The offsite parking agreement should be to increase the loop 
experience and provide more greenspace onsite but not increase density. 
 
The 0.37-acre property is zoned C-2 (General Commercial) and surrounding properties are also zoned C-
2, except that the Alpharetta Community Center property to the north is zoned SU (Special Use). The 
Alpharetta Community Center at Wills Park is located to the north and west, a 2-story office building to the 
south and a dance studio to the east. The property owner is currently in negotiations to sell the rear 0.62 
acres of the property to the City to be combined with the Community Center and Wills Park. 
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The Downtown Master Plan Update and Alpharetta Downtown Code requirements replaced the City’s 
Historic Downtown Incentive Zoning (HDIZ) in 2015. The City recently updated the Downtown parking 
requirements to provide for parking in-lieu of fees and parking special exception for downtown businesses 
that can’t meet their required parking on-site. The Code changes allow buildings to be built to the edge of 
the street, similar to Main Street and Milton Avenue, instead of parking lots between buildings and the 
street. In order to create a more walkable environment, buildings should front the street and parking should 
be centralized in a downtown. 
 
The table below provides the required parking required, as well as, proposed constructed parking and 
shared parking. The maximum parking need in the future is 16 spaces. The remaining balance of parking 
would require payment into the parking fund for nine (9) spaces; however the applicant is requesting to 
utilize existing parking spaces in the Community Center parking lot. 
 
Use SF Parking Rate Required Parking 

Office (existing bldg.) 2,220 SF 3/1,000 SF 7 

Office (future bldg.) 3,000 SF 3/1,000 SF 9 

Subtotal   16 

Constructed Parking on Community Center Property (off-site) 7 

Parking Shortfall/Proposed Shared Parking in Existing Community Center Parking Lot (off-site) 9 

 
SITE PLAN 
 
The submitted site plan depicts an existing 2-story, 2,220 square foot duplex to be renovated and converted 
to a professional office and a future 2-story, 3,000 square foot office building at the rear of the property. 
The property is only 60’ wide, including the frontage along Roswell Street. Two (2) existing residential 
driveways are proposed to be removed and replaced with seven (7) parking spaces constructed on the 
adjacent Alpharetta Community Center property. The new parking spaces make up an area of 1,451 
square feet on the City’s property. The applicant proposes to meet the balance of required parking utilizing 
shared parking within the existing Community Center parking lot. 
 
A 12’ section of the Alpha Loop is depicted along the common property line between the applicant’s 
property and the Community Center property, providing a connection to Wills Park. A 16’ easement is 
provided over the Alpha Loop section within the applicant’s property, which constitutes and area of 2,118 
square feet. The applicant proposes to dedicate a permanent easement to the City for the Alpha Loop 
through the subject property and allow the public to use the 7 constructed spaces after office hours. This 
section of Alpha Loop would connect to GDOT’s proposed realignment of Devore Road, which will 
eventually connect to Roswell Street just south of the applicant’s property. 
 
EXCEPTION REVIEW CRITERIA 
 
The City of Alpharetta Unified Development Code Article IV, Section 4.5.3 outlines the criteria set forth for 
granting an exception. The ordinance specifically states..."an exception may be granted upon a finding 
that”: 
 
(1) There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property 
in question because of its size, shape or topography; or 
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Response: The subject property is only 60’ wide, including the frontage along Roswell Street. On-site 
parking on small downtown parcels is difficult to accommodate, which is why encouraging shared parking 
and off-site parking agreements is important to a thriving downtown. Downtowns are walkable, which can 
take advantage of creative solutions to parking. The applicant could accommodate parking onsite but this 
exception would allow the public to use their spaces after hours, allow more greenspace by sharing unused 
spaces and prevent vehicles crossing over the loop. 
  
(2)      The application of the Ordinance to this particular piece of property would create an unnecessary 
hardship; or 
 
Response: The subject property is only 60’ wide, including the frontage along Roswell Street. Removal 
of the two (2) existing residential driveways is consistent with the Alpharetta Downtown Code, which does 
not allow parking between the street and the structure. On-site parking on small downtown parcels is 
difficult to accommodate, which is why encouraging shared parking and off-site parking agreements is 
important to a thriving downtown. 
 
(3) There are conditions that are peculiar to the property which adversely affect its reasonable use or 
usability as currently zoned; or 
 
Response: The subject property is only 60’ wide, including the frontage along Roswell Street. Removal 
of the two (2) existing residential driveways is consistent with the Alpharetta Downtown Code, which does 
not allow parking between the street and the structure. On-site parking on small downtown parcels is 
difficult to accommodate, which is why encouraging shared parking and off-site parking agreements is 
important to a thriving downtown. 
 
(4) Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the purpose 
and intent of the City of Alpharetta ordinances. 
 
Response: On-site parking on small downtown parcels is difficult to accommodate, which is why 
encouraging shared parking and off-site parking agreements is key to a thriving downtown. 10 Roswell 
Street (Corner Deli Building) was granted a parking special exception to allow a music venue with off-site 
parking agreements. 
 
CONCURRENCES 
 
Staff has reviewed the application and is generally in agreement with the request for parking special 
exception. The applicant’s site is ideally situated near public parking and the applicant proposes to 
construct additional parking spaces in the Community Center parking lot, which will be shared. It is difficult 
to provide on-site parking on small downtown parcels as it would limit density and in some areas parcels 
would be purchased and developed solely for the purpose of surface parking. This could be a detriment to 
building connectivity and needed density along downtown streets. It should be noted that each request for 
parking special exception is based upon the available inventory at the request time. Approval of this 
application would benefit the Community Center by providing spaces after office hours that are typically 
needed for busy recreational programs.   
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
The report submitted by the applicant states that letters were mailed to each property owner within 500’ of 
the subject property stating the applicant’s intent. The report states that no comments were received. 
 
COMMUNITY ZONING INFORMATION MEETING 
 
The CZIM was held on October 10, 2018. One (1) citizen signed-in, but had no comments. 

IV. ATTACHMENTS: 

 Site Plan 
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October 9, 2018 

 

City of Alpharetta 

2 Park Plaza 

Alpharetta, Georgia 30009 

 

RE: Variance Application by Dan Gibson for 191 Roswell Street, Alpharetta, GA for Shared Parking 

 

Dear Property Owner, 

 

Dan Gibson has filed a variance application for 191 Roswell Street in Alpharetta, Georgia to permit 

shared parking with the City of Alpharetta Community Center. 

 

The Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 1, 2018 and the City Council 

Meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 12, 2018. Both meetings are at 6:30 p.m. in City Hall. If you 

have any questions or would like additional information, please contact Dan Gibson at 

dan@gibsonconstructioncompany.com. 

 

A site plan is attached for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dan Gibson 





10/26/18 Site Plan 2008



Tree Plan 
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City Council Meeting and Public Hearing
STAFF REPORT

 

Submitting Department: Community Development
Submitted By: 

Meeting Date: November 12, 2018

 

I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE:  E-18-09: CHANGE HEALTHCARE TECHNOLOGIES / SIGN EXCEPTION 
CONSIDERATION OF A SIGN EXCEPTION TO ALLOW TWO (2) ADDITIONAL MONUMENT SIGNS AND 
TO INCREASE THE HEIGHT OF ONE MONUMENT SIGN. THE PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 5995 
WINDWARD PARKWAY AND IS LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS BEING LOCATED IN LAND LOTS 1113, 1114, 
1175 & 1176, 2ND DISTRICT, 1ST SECTION, FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA. 

II. RECOMMENDATION:
 
III. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

 

BUDGETED ITEM: NO FISCAL IMPACT: NO 
INCLUDED IN CURRENT FY CPTL BUDGET: NO INCLUDED IN CURRENT FY OPRT. BUDGET: NO 
TOTAL PROJECT COST:   
APPROPRIATIONS: 

ACCOUNT TITLE/NUMBER DOLLAR AMOUNT 

EXTERNAL FUNDING SOURCES: 

ACCOUNT TITLE/NUMBER DOLLAR AMOUNT 

IV. REPORT IN BRIEF: 
 
V. ALTERNATIVES: 
 
VI. ATTACHMENTS: 

 
Change Healthcare Sign Exception CC Staff Report, Aerial Map-, Location Map-, Updated Sign Exception 
Plans Submitted 10.26.18), 12130399 (1) (33428_125663) (Citizen Participation Form - Part B 10.18.18), 
Change Healthcare Sign Variance Application. Updated 10.26.18 



CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

STAFF REPORT 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
SUBMITTED BY:  KATHI COOK 

DRAFTED BY:  MICHAEL WOODMAN 
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I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: E-18-09 CHANGE HEALTHCARE TECHNOLOGIES SIGN EXCEPTION 

CITY COUNCIL:  NOVEMBER 12, 2018 

II. RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve E-18-09 Change Healthcare Technologies Sign Exception, subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. Directory sign locations, number, size (height and copy area), materials and color shall be limited to plans 

prepared by Harkess-Ord, dated 10/25/2018, except to comply with the conditions below and as approval 
by Staff. 

2. Directory signs shall include decorative landscape around the base of each sign, as approved by Staff. 
3. Applicant shall secure sign permits for all unpermitted signs requiring a permit within 30 days of approval of 

the sign exception. 
4. No additional directory signs shall be permitted on the subject property. 
5. Directory sign called out as Site marker #3 shall be removed within 30 days of approval of the sign exception. 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 

The applicant, Change Healthcare Technologies, LLC, requests consideration of a sign exception to bring three 
(3) existing directory signs into conformance with the City’s sign regulations. Existing directory signs were 
constructed without the required sign permits and have been determined to be non-conforming signs. The property 
is located at 5995 Windward Parkway at the southwest corner of Windward Parkway and Marconi Drive. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
The submitted request, if approved, would allow three (3) existing, non-conforming directory signs to remain 
on the subject property and to bring the signs into conformance with the City’s sign regulations. The business 
associated with the property has changed from McKesson to Change Healthcare. The applicant proposes 
changes to the existing signs to reflect the change in business name. The property is located at 5995 
Windward Parkway at the southwest corner of Windward Parkway and Marconi Drive. 
 
The property is developed with a 435,000 square foot office building, formerly occupied by McKesson 
Technologies, and zoned CUP (Community Unit Plan) subject to the Windward Master Plan Pod 14. 
Surrounding properties are also zoned CUP with a Business Center designation and located within the 
Windward Master Plan. The Edison loft office development is located to the south and west, Jekyll Brewing 
Company to the east, ISO Power Plant Equipment Supplier to the south and an undeveloped parcel and 
data center to the north. 
 
There are four (4) existing directory signs, or monument signs, on the property. Based on Staff’s research, 
the four (4) signs were constructed without the required sign permits and have been determined to be non-
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conforming signs. The City encourages non-conforming signs to be brought into compliance with the Sign 
Code, since such signs adversely affect the aesthetic characteristics of the City. Unified Development Code 
(UDC) Subsection 2.6.6. Non-conforming Signs, states that “no change in shape, size or design shall be 
permitted, except to make a non-conforming sign comply with all requirements of this Ordinance.” The 
largest sign is a traditional monument sign located at the main entrance to the property off Marconi Drive. 
The other three (3) directory signs are site markers located along Marconi Drive. The location of each 
directory sign is depicted on the location map below. 
 

 
 
UDC Subsection 2.6.12(C) allows an unspecified number directory signs for office buildings within an 
Office Park. Directory signs are limited to a copy area of no more than 32 square feet and maximum height 
of 10’. As shown in the table below, one (1) of the existing signs (monument) has a height of 15’, which 
exceeds the maximum permitted height. The applicant proposes to remove Site Marker #3, bringing the 
total number to three (3) directory signs. The UDC requires a monument sign base and structure to be 
constructed of brick, stone or other architectural materials matching the principal building. Existing directory 
signs have a concrete finish, which the applicant proposes to upgrade with a stone base and new paint. 
The applicant does not propose any changes that would increase the height or size of the existing signs. 
 
Directory Signs Location Copy Area Height 

Site Marker #1 Windward/Marconi 6.72 SF 8.33’ 

Monument Marconi/Main Entrance 15 SF 15’ 

Site Marker #2 Marconi 6.72 SF 8.33’ 

Site Marker #3 SIGN TO BE REMOVED 
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EXCEPTION REQUIREMENTS 
 
The City of Alpharetta Unified Development Code Article II, Section 4.5.4. outlines the criteria set forth for 
granting an exception to the sign regulations. The ordinance specifically states…”an exception may be 
granted upon a finding that”: 
 
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property 
in question because of size, shape or topography; or 
 
Response: The existing monument sign structure at the main entrance to the property off Marconi Drive 
is just over five-feet (5’) in height. However, the base of the monument sign sits at an elevation that is nearly 
ten-feet (10’) higher than the finished elevation of Marconi Drive. Therefore, the height of the sign is 15’. 
 
2. The application of the Ordinance to this particular piece of property would create an unnecessary 
hardship; or 
 
Response: The application of the Ordinance would require the applicant to remove the existing 
monument at the main entrance to the property in order to comply with the sign regulations. 
 
3. There are conditions that are peculiar to the property which adversely affect its reasonable use or 
usability as currently zoned; or 
 
Response: The existing monument sign structure at the main entrance to the property off Marconi Drive 
is just over five-feet (5’) in height. However, the base of the monument sign sits at an elevation that is nearly 
ten-feet (10’) higher than the finished elevation of Marconi Drive. Therefore, the height of the sign is 15’. 
 
4. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the purpose 
and intent of the Ordinance. 
 
Response: The sign exception would not cause substantial detriment to the public good. The applicant 
proposes to remove one (1) of the existing, non-conforming signs and to upgrade the remaining signs. In 
addition, the copy area of each sign is well below the maximum copy area permitted in the Sign Code. 
 
CONCURRENCES 
 
Staff has reviewed the application and is in general agreement with the requested sign exception. The 
applicant is attempting to bring existing directory signs into conformance with the City’s sign regulations, 
while improving the aesthetics of the signs. The applicant proposes removal of one (1) directory sign, 
aesthetic upgrades to the remaining signs and to limit the copy area well below the maximum. If approved, 
conditions are recommended limiting the location, number, size, and materials, as well as requiring 
decorative landscaping around the base of the signs. 
 
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
The applicant notified adjacent property owners of the sign variance request and intent for the property. 
The citizen participation report states that one (1) adjacent property owner responded with no concerns. 
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COMMUNITY ZONING INFORMATION MEETING 
 
The CZIM was held on October 10, 2018. One (1) person signed-in with a comment that they liked that 
the monument signs will match the stone facing on bridges in the area. 

IV. ATTACHMENTS: 

 Sign Locations 
 Sign Photographs 
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SITE MARKER / MONUMENT LOCATIONS

Site Marker 1

Site Marker 2: already permitted

Monument

Site Marker 3: to be removed
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SITE MARKER 1 / EXISTING CONDITION
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SITE MARKER 1 / PROPOSED SIGN

NOTES
Double-sided

Address to be fabricated letters

Change Healthcare logo to be fabricated letters

Existing site marker painted gray per business park guidelines

New stone base per business park guidelines

COPY AREA:  6.72 FT. SQ.
STRUCTURE HEIGHT:  80”
STRUCTURE WIDTH:  54”
STRUCTURE DEPTH:  15.25”
HEIGHT TO TOP OF STRUCTURE FROM CLOSEST STREET:  100”
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MONUMENT / EXISTING CONDITION
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MONUMENT / PROPOSED SIGN

NOTES
Change Healthcare logo to be fabricated letters

Existing monument painted gray per business park guidelines

New stone base per business park guidelines

COPY AREA:  15 FT. SQ.
STRUCTURE HEIGHT: 61.5”
STRUCTURE WIDTH: 297.5”
STRUCTURE DEPTH: 22”
HEIGHT TO TOP OF STRUCTURE FROM CLOSEST STREET: 15’
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Stone base

SITE MARKER / GENERAL DETAILS
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SITE MARKER / GENERAL DETAILS
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Copyright © 2018  This document is the property of Harkess-Ord and must not be used, reproduced or disclosed to any persons without written consent from Harkess-Ord

CHC - Alpharetta Monument Sign    l    Scale: 1/2”=1’-0”    l    27 June 2018    l    R3     
263 West 38th St, Floor 8, New York, NY 10018

Phone:  212 704 9989             Fax:  212 704 9969

APPROVALIMPORTANT
THIS IS FOR QUOTATION PURPOSES ONLY. PRODUCTION ARTWORK AND
LAYOUT WILL BE SUPPLIED PRIOR TO PRODUCTION.

SIGNATURE DATE

1

Alpharetta Monument - NE_004

84"
2,134 mm

1/8” Painted acrylic letterset
with painted returns to match face
mounted to curved concrete 
monument with VHB tape and silicone

38"
965 mm

297 1/2"
7,557 mm

25 1/2"
647 mm

Custom fabricated
stone base to cover
existing monument

Matthews paint to match
Graymore MP11163

C/L

MONUMENT / GENERAL DETAILS



Thank you.

Please contact Brennan Higgins 
with comments or questions 
about this document:
 
Office  +1 212 704 9733
Mobile +1 917 517 3758
Brennan.Higgins@Harkess-Ord.com
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Adjoining Owner Mailing List 

Adjoining Property Address and ID Owner Name and Mailing Address 

0 Marconi Drive and 2050 Marconi Drive 
(21 553011140286 and 21 553011140328) 

Rogers Campus LLC 
2050 Marconi Dr. 
Alpharetta, Georgia  30005 

3 Edison Drive R 
(21 550011760139) 
 

Windward Creative, LP 
3350 Riverwood Pkwy. 
Atlanta, Georgia  30339 

5905 Windward Parkway 
(21 549011130459) 

5095 Windward Investors LLC 
621 North Avenue, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia  30308 

0 Windward Parkway 
(21 549011130327) 

Fifty Nine Zero Five Windward Parkway LLC 
3756 Lavista Road 
Tucker Georgia  30084 

2555 Marconi Drive 
(21 553011140336) 
 

Minbro Marconi LLC 
2555 Marconi Drive 
Alpharetta, Georgia  30005 

2755 Marconi Drive 
(21 553011140302) 

Docuteam Consulting Inc. 
4331 Halifax Terrace NE 
Alpharetta, Georgia  30005 

2855 Marconi Drive 
(21 553011140310) 
 

CXI Holdings LLC 
2208 Hollowbrooke Court 
Acworth, Georgia  30101 

3755 Marconi Drive 
(21 554011750272) 

Marconi Drive Offices LLC 
2450 Atlanta Hwy 
Cumming Georgia  30040 

0 Marconi Drive and 4955 Marconi Drive 
(21 554011750264 and  
21 554011750223) 
 

Selig Enterprises Inc. 
1100 Spring Street, NW #500 
Atlanta, Georgia  30309 

6000 Windward Parkway 
(21 553011090200) 

Ryder Truck Rental Inc. 
P.O. Box 025719 
Miami, FL 33102 

5900 Windward Parkway 
(21 549011100338) 

Windward Office Center LLC 
1755 N. Brown Road, Suite 110 
Lawrenceville, Georgia  30043 

0 Windward Parkway 
(21 553011090259) 

National Waterfowl Alliance Waterfowl USA 
Unlimited Inc 
P.O. Box 50 
Edgefield, SC 20824 

3000 Marconi Drive 
(21 554011740208) 

JDM II GA LLC 
2400 E. Arizona Biltmore Circle, Suite 1270, Bldg 2 
Phoenix, Arizona  85016 

Windward Business Center Association, Inc. c/o pmgcommercial 
Property Management 
P.O. Box 325 
Alpharetta, Georgia  30009 
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City Council Meeting and Public Hearing
STAFF REPORT

 

Submitting Department: Community Development
Submitted By: 

Meeting Date: November 12, 2018

 

I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: E-18-10: WELLSTAR / SIGN EXCEPTION 
NOTE: THIS ITEM HAS BEEN DEFERRED BY THE APPLICANT AND WILL BE NEITHER HEARD NOR 
CONSIDERED DURING TONIGHT'S MEETING.  THE ITEM HAS BEEN PLACED ON THE DECEMBER 12 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA. 
CONSIDERATION OF A SIGN EXCEPTION TO ALLOW ADDITIONAL WALL SIGNS. THE PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED AT 2450 OLD MILTON PARKWAY AND IS LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS BEING LOCATED IN 
LAND LOT 749, 1ST DISTRICT, 2ND SECTION, FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA. 

II. RECOMMENDATION:
 
III. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

 

BUDGETED ITEM: NO FISCAL IMPACT: NO 
INCLUDED IN CURRENT FY CPTL BUDGET: NO INCLUDED IN CURRENT FY OPRT. BUDGET: NO 
TOTAL PROJECT COST:   
APPROPRIATIONS: 

ACCOUNT TITLE/NUMBER DOLLAR AMOUNT 

EXTERNAL FUNDING SOURCES: 

ACCOUNT TITLE/NUMBER DOLLAR AMOUNT 

IV. REPORT IN BRIEF: 
 
V. ALTERNATIVES: 
 
VI. ATTACHMENTS: 
 



1 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

STAFF REPORT 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

SUBMITTED BY: KATHI COOK 

DRAFTED BY: MICHAEL WOODMAN 
 

 
 

I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: PH-18-05 UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE TEXT AMENDMENTS – FIRE PIT REGULATIONS AND CLEARING & 
GRADING ACTIVITIES 

CITY COUNCIL: October 22, 2018 

 
This item was heard at the July 12, 2018 Planning Commission meeting. Two (2) residents spoke on the item with 
concerns over the fire pit regulations. After discussion, the Planning Commission tabled the item. The item was 
presented at a Council workshop on September 17, 2018. Council directed staff to move forward with the fire pit 
regulations as proposed by Staff with the addition of a definition for ‘fire pit’, removal of ‘grills and stoves’ from the 
proposed regulation and only regulating the size and setbacks for a recreational fire pit. 

This item was removed from the table and heard by the Planning Commission at its October 4, 2018 meeting. Two 
(2) residents spoke on the item, one in support of the proposed text amendments and one in opposition to the text 
amendments. After discussion, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the item with changes to the 
definition of ‘mass grading’ and replacing ‘review’ with ‘approval’ on the proposed regulation addressing land 
disturbance permits. Vote (6-1) 

 

II. RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve text amendments to Unified Development Code, Section 3.2 as it relates to clearing and grading 
activities and Section 4.4 as it relates to adding recreational fire pit regulations. 

 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Consideration of amendments to Unified Development Code (UDC) Section 3.2 Tree Conservation, Landscape, 
and Buffer Requirements and Section 4.4 Development Permitting and Construction. 

 

Fire Pit Regulations: 
Staff proposes to add recreational fire pit definition and regulations to UDC Section 4.4, Development Permitting 
and Construction. UDC text amendments are proposed in response to questions and complaints received from 
residents with concerns over smoke intrusion and safety. The UDC does not currently regulate recreational fire 
pits. Staff proposes regulations that would limit the size and location of a recreational fire pit. 

 
Clearing & Grading: 
Staff proposes to add a definition for ‘Mass Grading’ and regulations to UDC Section 3.2 addressing clearing 
and grading activities associated with land development. 

 

IV. ATTACHMENTS: 

 UDC Strike Through and Underline Edits 



AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLES III AND IV OF THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT 

CODE OF THE CITY OF ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA; TO ADD A DEFINITION AND 

REGULATIONS ADDRESSING MASS GRADING; TO ADD A DEFINITION AND 

REGULATIONS ADDRESSING RECREATIONAL FIRE PITS; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, on or about May 21, 2001, the City of Alpharetta (the “City”) adopted a 

comprehensive zoning ordinance known and cited as the Unified Development Code of the City of 

Alpharetta, Georgia, which has subsequently been amended from time to time (the “Unified Development 

Code”); and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Alpharetta (the “City Council” or “Council”) 

are charged with the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City of 

Alpharetta; and 

WHEREAS, the Unified Development Code was designed to be amended from time to time when 

circumstances warrant that modifications be made in order to make the Unified Development Code more 

responsive to community needs; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that ordinances and regulations governing the uses of land and 

development of land within the City, as well as the City’s operations, should be continually improved from 

time to time and modified as necessary to better protect and promote the public health, safety and welfare 

of the residents and businesses of the City of Alpharetta; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend Article III and Article IV of the Unified 

Development Code for the foregoing purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the following amendment to the Unified Development 

Code promotes the health, safety, morals, convenience, order, prosperity and general welfare of the present 

and future inhabitants of the City of Alpharetta;  

NOW THEREFORE, The Council of the City of Alpharetta hereby ordains, as follows: 

 

Section 1: Article III, Subsection 3.2.2, “Definitions” of the Unified Development Code is hereby 

amended by adding the following terms and definitions in their appropriate alphabetical order: 

“Mass Grading. The grading within existing or across proposed property lines including the removal of 

trees and disturbance of soils in order to prepare a site for construction where buildings are not approved.” 

Section 2: Subsection 3.2.5(A) [Land Disturbance Permit for Development Activity] of Article III of 

the Unified Development Code is hereby amended to address pad grading and mass grading. 

Section 3: Subsection 4.4.5 [Building Permit] of Article IV of the Unified Development Code is 

hereby amended to add a definition for recreational fire pits and regulations addressing size and location. 

Section 4: If any section, subsection, provisions, or clause of any part of this Ordinance shall be 

declared invalid or unconstitutional or, if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied to any 

particular situation or set of circumstances shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity shall 



not be construed to affect the portions of this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this 

Ordinance to other circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared as the intent of the City 

Council that this Ordinance would have been adopted in its current form without the invalid or 

unconstitutional provision contained therein. 

Section 5: This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its adoption by the City Council and 

incorporated into The Unified Development Code of the City of Alpharetta, Georgia. This Ordinance 

hereby repeals any and all conflicting ordinances and amendments. 

 

SO ORDAINED this the ____________day of ________________________, 2018. 

 

Approved: 

 

________________________________ 

Jim Gilvin, Mayor 

 

 

 

Attest:       COUNCILMEMBERS 

  

 

_____________________________   _________________________________ 

Coty Thigpen, City Clerk  

(Seal) 

       _________________________________ 

Approved as to Form: 

 

 

_____________________________   _________________________________ 

C. Sam Thomas, City Attorney 

 

        

       _________________________________ 

 

 

 

       _________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECTION 4.4 - DEVELOPMENT PERMITTING AND CONSTRUCTION  

No development activity shall commence or proceed except in accordance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance.  

4.4.1   Plan approval. 

Any person seeking development activity on land within the City shall first submit to the Director such 
plans, plats, or construction drawings as may be required by this Ordinance and approved by the Director 
prior to the initiation of development activities. Approval of plans by City or its authorized agents shall not 
imply nor transfer acceptance of responsibility for the application of the principles of engineering, 
architecture, landscape architecture, or any other profession, from the professional corporation or 
individual under whose hand or supervision the plans were prepared and sealed.  

No land disturbance permit shall be interpreted to relieve any owner of the responsibility of 
maintaining full compliance with all codes, ordinances, and other regulations of the City. Any land 
disturbance permit issued in error or in contradiction to the provisions of this Ordinance shall be 
considered to have been null and void upon its issuance.  

4.4.2   Preliminary development approval. 

A.  Pre-Application Review. Any person seeking development activity approval is encouraged to 
schedule a Pre-Application Review with the Community Development Department Staff.  

The review would include preliminary documents and graphic exhibits of the proposed development 
activity application.  

The purpose of the review is to expedite applications and reduce application design and 
development costs.  

B.  Preliminary Plat, (Applies to Residential and Non-Residential Subdivisions which are not included as 
a part of an approved master plan).  

1.  Procedure for approval:  

a.  Application for preliminary plat approval shall be submitted to the Community Development 
Department. The application shall include:  

(1)  The application in the form furnished by the Community Development Department.  

(2)  Two (2) copies of the preliminary plat showing the entire ownership drawn to the 
preliminary subdivision plat specifications of this Ordinance.  

(3)  Payment of all preliminary plat application and review fees.  

b.  The application forms, fees, and filing deadlines shall be published and made available to 
the public. The Community Development Department shall review the application for 
completeness. Incomplete applications will be returned to the owner.  

c.  Ten (10) days following the application deadline, the Community Development Department 
shall indicate on a preliminary subdivision plat or in a written memorandum all comments 
related to compliance with this Ordinance and conditions of zoning approval. Subject to 
any action of the City Council, the Director shall have sole authority to determine the 
applicability of any provisions of this Ordinance.  

d.  The owner shall be responsible for all of the comments of the Community Development 
Department prior to the resubmission of the revised preliminary plat application.  

e.  The revised preliminary plat shall be submitted to the Community Development 
Department.  



f.  The Community Development Department may not approve any preliminary plat whereon is 
shown a lot that would present particularly unusual difficulties for construction, including a 
building that would clearly require a variance to be reasonably usable whether due to the 
presence of floodplain, unusual configuration, zoning compliance, lack of public utilities, or 
for any other reason.  

g.  The owner shall be responsible for compliance with all codes, regulations, and zoning 
requirements, and for the satisfaction of all the noted and written comments of the 
Community Development Department.  

h.  When the Community Development Department has determined that the preliminary plat is 
in compliance with this Ordinance and any conditions of zoning the Director shall sign and 
date a copy of the plat.  

i.  The preliminary plat approval shall remain in effect for a period of one (1) year, after which 
time it shall become null and void and a new review may be required if no permit has been 
issued and development activity begun.  

2.  Standards for Approval. The Preliminary Plat shall be clear and legible at a scale of not greater 
than one hundred (100) feet to one (1) inch. The recommended maximum dimensions of the 
sheet size is 24 inches by 36 inches and the minimum dimensions of 17 inches by 22 inches; 
however, the Director may approve other sheet sizes and scales as appropriate.  

The proposed name of the subdivision and proposed street names shall not duplicate or too 
closely approximate, phonetically, the name of any other subdivision or street in the City of 
Fulton County. If shown to the contrary, the Director may refuse to accept such subdivision and 
street names. The subdivision may use letter designations in place of street names on the 
Preliminary Plat.  

Names having historic significance to the City by virtue of their association to events, 
individuals, local industries, or natural features should be used to the greatest extent possible.  

3.  Preliminary Plat shall include:  

a.  Proposed project name.  

b.  Project design and layout including total acreage, proposed use, proposed number of lots, 
minimum lot size, proposed density and other relevant zoning conditions and regulations in 
tabular form.  

4.  Evidence of preliminary subdivision plat approval. Each preliminary subdivision plat shall carry 
the following certificates printed or stamped on the plat:  

a.  Approval from the Fulton County Development Services Department for appropriate 
utilities.  

b.  Preliminary Surveyor's Certificate.  

I hereby certify that this proposed preliminary plat correctly represents data compiled or 
verified through a survey completed by me on ____________ , 19 ____________ , of 
property shown and described hereon.  

By: ____________  

Registered Land Surveyor's No. ____________  

Date: ____________  

c.  Preliminary subdivision plat approval.  



All requirements of the Alpharetta Unified Development Regulations relative to the 
preparation and submittal of a preliminary plat having been fulfilled, approval of this plat is 
hereby granted, subject to further provisions of said Ordinance.  

Community Development Department  

Date: ____________  

This preliminary plat approval shall expire twelve (12) months from the date of approval 
provided a Land Disturbance Permit is not issued.  

( Ord. No. 718 , §§ 21, 22, 12-14-2015)  

4.4.3   Land disturbance permit. 

A.  Development Activities Authorized. Persons seeking to perform development activity on land within 
the City shall not commence or proceed until civil construction drawings are submitted and approved 
in accordance with this Ordinance.  

A Land Disturbance Permit shall be issued to authorize all activities associated with development 
activity, including, but not limited to, clearing and grubbing, grading, and the construction of such 
improvements as streets, surface parking areas and drives, sewer systems, domestic water systems, 
storm water drainage facilities, sidewalks, or other structures permanently placed on or in the property 
except for buildings or other structures requiring the issuance of a building permit. Utility projects which 
are reviewed and approved by other agencies, such as Fulton County, must obtain a Land Disturbance 
Permit from the City of Alpharetta.  

B.  Process for Approval. The Community Development Department shall be responsible for the 
coordination and approval of all land disturbance permit applications. For subdivisions, application 
for the issuance of a land disturbance permit may proceed after approval of the preliminary plat.  

1.  Application for a land disturbance permit shall be made to the Community Development 
Department. The application shall include:  

a.  Application in the form furnished by the Community Development Department, requesting 
review for issuance of a land disturbance permit.  

b.  City checklists with sheet number and/or note number annotated next to each checklist 
item.  

c.  Five (5) copies of the civil design and construction drawings prepared in conformance with 
the specifications in this Ordinance.  

d.  Payment of permit application and review fee.  

2.  The application forms, fees, and schedule for application processing shall be revised from time-
to-time by the Director.  

3.  The owner may be required to secure development approval from Fulton County, the State of 
Georgia, and Federal Review Agencies. Development approval may be required from, but not 
limited to:  

a.  Fulton County Development Services Department;  

b.  Fulton County Health Department;  

c.  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers;  

d.  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency;  

e.  Georgia Department of Natural Resources.  

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=749592&datasource=ordbank


4.  Complete applications received by the application deadline shall be distributed to the City 
Engineering Department, City Fire Marshall, City Arborist, City Public Works Department, and 
other City departments deemed appropriate by the Director for review.  

5.  Ten (10) days following the application deadline, the Community Development Department shall 
indicate in a written memorandum all comments related to compliance of the civil construction 
drawings with this Ordinance, conditions of zoning approval, and the regulations of other 
departments and state agencies, as appropriate. The Director shall forward to the owner's 
representative all review comments.  

6.  The owner shall be responsible for compliance with all codes, regulations, and zoning 
requirements, and for the satisfaction of all of the comments of the Community Development 
Department. The owner's representative shall review the comments with the appropriate 
department. Once each department is satisfied that the civil design and construction drawings 
are in compliance with this Ordinance, each department will sign and date the route sheet, and 
the approved plans.  

7.  The owner shall pay the development fee (Land Disturbance Permit Fee), and provide the 
required performance bonds prior to plan approval. The required performance bonds Include 
the Erosion Control Bond, the Tree Bond and the Existing Roads Improvement Bond.  

The Erosion Control Bond shall be calculated at $3,000.00 per disturbed acre.  

The Tree Bond shall be calculated at $500.00 per tree for every required tree planting within a 
25′ interior radius of the site perimeter.  

The Existing Roads Improvement Bond is calculated at 100% of the cost of any improvements 
to existing roads.  

The amounts of the aforementioned Land Disturbance Permit Fee and performance bonds are 
determined by the Director of the Community Development Department and may be revised 
from time to time at his or her discretion.  

The release of any performance bond is contingent upon the performance of bonded work and 
the completion of a satisfactory inspection of said work by the Community Development 
Department. Should the ownership of any bonded work be altered during the duration of any 
bond, it shall be the responsibility of the owner specified in the original bond paperwork to 
ensure that proper sureties be continued irrespective of original ownership.  

8.  The applicant for land disturbance permit must complete the City's "Fundamentals of Erosion 
and Sedimentation Control" course prior to receiving a permit. The onsite superintendent of the 
job must possess a valid certificate of course completion. City of Alpharetta erosion control 
officers may request the onsite superintendent show the course verification card at any time 
deemed necessary. If the superintendent does not possess a valid certificate of completion, a 
Stop Work Order will be issued until an onsite superintendent attends the course.  

9.  Any person who receives an erosion control violation will be required to attend the 
"Fundamentals of Erosion and Sedimentation Control" course for a second time. If after 
completing the course, the person receives another violation, no further land disturbance 
permits will be issued. The person may appeal by requesting to be placed on the City of 
Alpharetta Council agenda and appear before City of Alpharetta Council at the regular 
scheduled meeting to request additional permits.  

10.  Following the approval by all appropriate City Departments, the Director shall issue a soil 
erosion control and sedimentation permit authorizing the placement of erosion control and tree 
protection devices based on the approved civil design and construction drawings.  

11.  The owner shall request a site soil erosion control inspection from the Engineering 
Department. Upon site approval, the Land Disturbance Permit will be issued.  



C.  Expiration of Land Disturbance Permit.  

1.  If the development activity described in any land disturbance permit has not substantially begun 
within 12 months from the date of the construction plans approval said permit shall expire and 
be null and void. One 12-month extension may be granted with a written request to the Director, 
prior to the permit expiration date.  

2.  If for any reason a land disturbance permit expires after development activities have 
commenced, the owner shall be responsible for stabilizing the site for erosion control, under the 
direction of the City Engineer.  

3.  Any land disturbance permit that has expired may be required, by the Director, to apply for a 
new land disturbance permit as outlined in the land disturbance permit approval process of this 
Ordinance.  

( Ord. No. 681, § 1, 10-7-2013 ; Ord. No. 718 , § 23, 12-14-2015)  

4.4.4   Required drawings. 

The site construction plans shall be clear and legible; and shall include but not be limited to the 
following:  

A.  Site Plan.  

B.  Grading Plan.  

C.  Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan.  

D.  Storm Water Management Plan.  

E.  Street Improvement Plan and Profile.  

F.  Landscape/Tree Removal Plan.  

G.  Tree Survey Plan and Inventory.  

H.  Domestic Water Plan.  

I.  Floodplain Management Plan.  

J.  Standard Drawings and Construction Specifications.  

4.4.5   Building permit. 

A.  Plan Approval. Any owner, authorized agent, or prime contractor who desires to construct, enlarge, 
alter, repair, move, demolish or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, 
enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing, low 
voltage, energy conservation, or fire protection system, the installation of which is regulated by this 
Code, including the Georgia State Minimum Standard Codes, or to cause any such work to be done, 
shall first make application to the Building Division and obtain a permit for the work being done.  

Exception No. 1: Permits shall not be required for the following mechanical work:  

1.  Any portable-heating appliances, ventilation equipment, cooling units, or evaporative coolers.  

2.  Any steam, hot, chilled water piping within heating and cooling equipment regulated by this 
Code.  

3.  Replacement of any part which does not alter its approval or make it unsafe.  

4.  Any self-contained refrigeration system containing 10 lb. or less of refrigerant and actuated by 
motors of one horsepower or less.  

Exception No. 2:  
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1.  Retaining walls which do not exceed 4 feet in vertical height, as measured from the low side 
exposed toe of the wall to the top of the wall at any point.  

2.  Residential storage buildings less than 100 square feet in floor area without electrical, 
mechanical, or plumbing systems.  

3.  Play or tree houses less than 50 square feet in floor area without electrical, mechanical, or 
plumbing systems.  

4.  Fences which do not exceed 10 feet in vertical height and which do not extend into front yards 
or side yards which border onto public streets.  

5.  Basketball goals which are stand-alone and not part of a basketball court.  

6.  Driveways and parking areas for one and two family dwellings or townhouses, except that no 
curb cuts leading into a public right-of-way shall be made without City Engineering Department 
written approval on any property.  

7.  Roof covering replacements not involving any structure modifications.  

8.  Decorative water features not intended for human use containing water less than 24 inches in 
depth or which do not have water filtering equipment that require waste water disposal.  

Although structures listed in Exception No. 2 are exempt from requiring a permit, listed structures 
shall meet the requirements of all other applicable codes, ordinances, and regulations governing same.  

Ordinary minor repairs under $500.00 in total labor and materials cost may be made without a permit 
providing these minor repairs shall not violate any Code. Examples of minor repairs shall include but not 
be limited to: exterior painting, installation of a window, air conditioning unit, replacement of windows, and 
installation of gutters.  

B.  Building Permit Expiration. Plans and specifications for projects reviewed by the City Building and 
Fire Departments shall be permitted within six (6) months of the final review and approval date of 
such plans and specifications to be valid for obtaining a building permit or the project shall be 
deemed to have been abandoned.  

Permits shall expire six (6) months from the date of issue if the permittee fails to request and pass a 
required first inspection, whether or not construction has been initiated.  

Permits shall also expire if the permittee fails to request and pass a required inspection during any 
six (6) month period after any previous required inspection has been passed.  

The Building Official is authorized to grant no more than two (2) permit extensions, not to exceed 
ninety (90) days each, during which time the permittee shall request and pass a required inspection. 
Requests for extension shall be made prior to permit expiration, shall be in writing, and shall show 
justifiable cause.  

C.  Procedure for Processing. The Director shall be responsible for administering and enforcing the City 
building codes, as well as coordinating building plan review with the City Fire Marshall.  

1.  Prior to issuance of a building permit, the owner shall have received tree protection and soil 
erosion, and sedimentation control approval as required in this Ordinance.  

2.  Application for a building permit shall be made to the Building Division. The application shall 
include:  

a.  Application in the form furnished by the Building Division requesting plan review for 
issuance of a building permit.  

b.  Land disturbance permit or recorded Final Plat.  

c.  One (1) set of the building plans (three [3] sets for non-residential projects) prepared in 
conformance with this Ordinance and the applicable City building codes.  



d.  Fulton County Development Services Department approval for on-site sewage disposal 
and pretreatment systems and, Fulton County Health Department for on-site food service.  

e.  City business license for all contractors and builders.  

f.  Payment of all building permit application and review fees.  

g.  Payment of all water and sewer permit fees.  

h.  Payment of all impact fees.  

3.  All applications for building permits shall be accompanied by a site plan drawn to scale 
(minimum 1″ = 30′), showing the actual dimensions of the lot to be built upon, the right-of-way of 
the existing street address, the dimensions of the building to be erected, the location of the 
building on the lot, the number of dwelling units the building is designed to accommodate (if for 
a residential structure), the building setback lines, lot and block number the location of all 
easements, buffers, floodplains, retaining walls and other such information as may be essential 
for determining whether the provisions of all City Ordinances are being observed.  

4.  Residential Building Plan Requirements: Refer to the Residential Permitting Procedures.  

5.  Commercial Building Plan Requirements: Refer to the Commercial Permitting Procedures.  

6.  For any structure served by an on-site sewage disposal system, a permit issued by the Fulton 
County Development Services Department shall be required prior to the issuance of a building 
permit.  

D.  Plan Review. Each project shall include a Plan Review Submittal form, as furnished by the 
Department. Applicants are required to supply all information requested on this form in order to have 
their plans logged into the City review system.  

If plans are such that no comment is required, they shall be stamped "Approved as Submitted". If 
plans are such that only minor "red line" comment is required, they shall be stamped "Approved as Noted" 
by both the City Building Official and the Fire Marshall, and the designated contact will be notified that the 
plans are ready for permit issue. It shall be the responsibility of the owner's designated contact person to 
notify all parties concerned of the plan review comments and to coordinate all responses regarding 
resubmission of corrected plans for final plan review.  

After permitting, one set of plans with the original City signature approvals shall be placed on the job 
site and shall remain there throughout construction for inspector's reference during scheduled 
inspections.  

1.  Industrialized Buildings, as defined in O.C.G.A. 110-2, includes such buildings as site 
construction offices, real estate sales offices, temporary classrooms, and other such similar 
structures designed for habitable use on a site, usually for a limited time period. Such buildings 
shall be hereinafter referred to as "portables", whether or not installed on a temporary or 
permanent foundation or for temporary or permanent use.  

2.  Tool and storage trailers that are properly and currently licensed and apportioned for over-the-
road use by Georgia and other states PSC/DOT authority, are not considered as portables for 
applicability of site or building plans required.  

3.  Two (2) sets of dimensioned site plans, drawn to a legible scale, and two (2) legible copies of 
the portable manufacturer's approved foundation installation plan and floor plan for the portable 
to be installed are required to be submitted to the City Building Division for building and zoning 
compliance review and permit issue prior to moving any portable on site.  

4.  After City review, one site and foundation/floor plan set will be retained by the City for record 
and one set will be returned to the applicant and must be placed on site and in an accessible 
location for required inspections prior to use. Site plans shall be drawn to scale and shall show 
at least the location of the property lines, setback lines, street rights-of-way, easements, buffers 
existing and proposed site structures, location and size of the portable, and existing and 
proposed drive entrances and paved areas.  



5.  All portables, or tool or storage trailers, and their appurtenances shall be located as follows:  

a.  All sites—Portables shall not be located on any public or private street that may be used or 
openly accessed by the public.  

b.  Commercial/Industrial Sites—Portables or trailers located on commercial or industrial sites 
shall be located behind setback lines and within buildable areas, outside buffers or 
easements, and at least twenty feet (20′) behind any right of way.  

c.  Residential Site Construction Offices—Portables located on residential lots and used for 
construction offices or storage of construction materials shall maintain a minimum ten foot 
(10′) setback from property lines, except on corner lots where a minimum twenty foot (20′) 
setback shall be maintained, and shall be located outside any buffer or easement, and at 
least twenty feet (20′) behind any right of way line at road intersections.  

d.  Residential Site Sales Offices—Portables located on residential lots and used for real 
estate sales offices or other approved uses not directly related to construction shall be 
located within building setback lines and within buildable areas, outside buffers or 
easements, and at least twenty feet (20′) within any right of way line at road intersections.  

6.  Temporary installation foundation plans shall show the location and size of the support piers 
and the location and required restraint ratings of the tie-downs.  

Portables installed on permanent foundations shall have a site specific foundation plan 
designed for a portable and sealed by a Georgia registered architect or engineer. The 
manufacturer's drawings and specifications are acceptable provided that the necessary 
information is included.  

E.  Contractor Licenses. It shall be the duty of every individual or firm doing electrical, gas, mechanical, 
plumbing, low voltage, utility or fire protection work either as prime, contractor, or subcontractor 
under contract with a prime contractor, builder, or other contractor, or land or home owner to have a 
proper City issued subcontractor permit for such work prior to commencing work.  

All prime contractors, builders, or other contractors shall furnish written proof of his business license 
registration including number; expiration date, business street address, name of the owner or responsible 
party, and a business telephone contact number. Business license registration numbers shall be affixed 
to the building permit application by the applicant.  

The subcontractor shall provide proof of a current business license registration. A current Georgia 
contractor's license, as issued by the Georgia State Construction Industry Licensing Board, for his 
respective trade. Both license numbers shall be affixed to the subcontractor permit application by the 
applicant.  

All work performed by a land or home owner or his hired workmen shall meet the provisions of this 
Code.  

A home owner, when building or performing work for his/her own personal one and two family 
dwelling will not be required to have a business license in order to obtain a City building permit.  

F.  Requirements not Covered by Code. Any requirement necessary for the strength, stability, fire 
protection, or proper operation of an existing or proposed building, structure, or electrical, gas, 
mechanical, plumbing, energy conservation, or fire protection system, or for property protection, or 
life safety, health, or welfare, not specifically covered by this Code shall be determined by the 
Building Official and the Fire Marshall.  

G.  Temporary Toilet Facilities.  

1.  Construction sites within the City shall be provided with temporary nonsewered toilet facilities for 
worker use during construction and shall remain in place until permanent access to toilets are 
provided onsite.  



2.  For residential 'For-Sale' dwellings, construction sites, one (1) nonsewered toilet shall be 
provided for up to four (4) work sites, provided all work sites being served are within two 
hundred feet (200′) walking distance of the unit.  

3.  For commercial sites, and 'For-Rent' dwellings sites, the developer or prime contractor must 
obtain a Non-Sewered Toilet System (NSTS) permit from the Fulton County Health Department 
stipulating the minimum number of units required on the project.  

4.  Inspections will not be made without the required temporary nonsewered or permanent toilets 
being in place, as required.  

5.  The developer or prime contractor of a permitted construction site shall be responsible for 
providing and maintaining required temporary toilet facilities throughout the duration of 
construction.  

H.  Structural Fill and Backfill.  

1.  Materials used for structural fill under and directly adjacent to buildings, drives, and walks and 
for backfill behind foundation and retaining walls shall be unfrozen unsaturated natural soils, 
clean and free of organic matter, silt, large rocks or stones, or foreign matter and debris. 
Material used may be coarse gravel, crushed natural stone, or sand free of silt, loam, or soluble 
materials, or any combination of the above.  

2.  Structural fills and backfills shall not be placed on subgrades that contain frost, mud, or are 
frozen.  

3.  In lieu of specific written direction and supervision by a Georgia licensed architect or engineer, 
fills shall be placed and compacted in loose layers of 6″—12″ thickness and shall be compacted 
using sheepsfoot rollers, pneumatic tire rollers, tamper rollers, vibrating tampers, or other 
compaction equipment suitable to obtain the required density throughout the entire layer being 
compacted.  

4.  Fills and backfills shall be installed systemically and as early as possible to allow for natural 
settlement and shall not place over wet, spongy, or porous subgrade materials.  

5.  Backfill shall be placed against supported foundation walls or backfill shall be placed 
simultaneously on each side of unsupported walls, until supports are in place.  

6.  The top or bottom of any cut or fill slope in excess of one foot vertical rise or fall to three foot of 
horizontal run (1:3) shall not be located any closer than two feet (2′) horizontal measure from 
the edge of drives, walks, paved areas, or retaining walls top or toe of wall.  

7.  The two foot (2′) area adjacent to drives, walks, paved areas, tops or toes of retaining walls 
shall be graded at a (+/-) 2% slope (1/4″/ft.) and where feasible shall slope away from paved 
surfaces and walls.  

I.  Site Retaining Walls.  

1.  Site retaining walls, whether attached or detached from buildings or not, which are over four feet 
(4′) in height at any point along the wall, as measured from the exposed low side toe of the wall 
to the top of the wall, shall be constructed to City Standard Drawings, City approved 
Manufactured Systems Drawings, or must be professionally engineered by a Georgia licensed 
architect or engineer.  

2.  Retaining walls shall also show planned top of wall heights, as measured above, plus 
reasonable points of top of wall elevation changes.  

J.  Site Wall Safety Barriers.  

1.  Any portions of site retaining walls over six feet (6′) in height must be provided with a continuous 
safety barrier mounted at or immediately adjacent to the top of the wall at reasonably accessible 
areas.  



2.  Safety barriers shall be of substantial construction for the intended prevention of access, must 
be at least three feet (3′) in height, as measured from grade at the base of the barrier to the top 
of the barrier; and may be man-made or vegetative in nature.  

3.  When vegetative barriers are used, they shall be of substantial maturity and density, at the time 
of Final Building Inspection, to prevent reasonable access to the top of the wall.  

4.  Site retaining wall construction and safety barrier plan submittals shall include dimensioned 
drawings, with sufficient clarity, detail, and written explanatory notes to describe the nature of 
work to be done.  

K.  Recreational Fire Pits. 

1. Definition. A pit dug and/or constructed into or on the ground in which a contained outdoor fire is 
made. 

2. Fire pits shall have a diameter of no greater than three feet (3’) or a burn area of no greater than 
seven (7) square feet. Fire pits must be at least twenty-five feet (25’) from all structures and 
twenty-five feet (25’) from property lines. 

L. Standards for Approval.  

1.  Building permits shall only be issued on buildable lots of record, as defined in this Ordinance.  

2.  City Building Codes:  

a.  The Code of The City of Alpharetta, Georgia.  

b.  1994 Standard Building Code—Chapter 1 for Administration of Building and Technical 
Codes.  

c.  Georgia State Minimum Standard Building Code.  

d.  Georgia State Minimum Standard One and Two-Family Dwelling Code.  

e.  Georgia State Minimum Standard Electrical Code.  

f.  Georgia State Minimum Standard Plumbing Code.  

g.  Georgia State Minimum Standard Mechanical Code.  

h.  Georgia State Minimum Standard Gas Code.  

i.  Life Safety Code, NFPA 101, latest adopted issue.  

j.  Georgia State Minimum Standard Fire Prevention Code.  

k.  Georgia State Energy Code for Buildings.  

l.  Georgia State Accessibility Code and O.C.G.A. 30-3.  

m.  Georgia State Minimum Standard Swimming Pool Code.  

n.  Standard Existing Building Code.  

o.  Standard Unsafe Building Abatement Code.  

p.  Standard Amusement Device Code.  

( Ord. No. 720 , § 5, 2-22-2016)  

4.4.6   Inspections and development activity completion. 

A.  Development Activity. Following the issuance of the Soil and Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
Permit.  
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1.  Required erosion and sedimentation control measures must be installed where practical by the 
owner and inspected and approved by the City Engineer. Areas required to be undisturbed by 
this Ordinance, conditions of zoning approval, or other ordinance or regulation shall be 
designated by an active tree protection fence or other appropriate markings and shall be 
inspected and approved by the City Engineer prior to the commencement of any clearing or 
grading activities. Additional sediment control measures will be installed if measures shown on 
plans do not provide sufficient erosion and sediment control.  

B.  Development Activity Inspections. Requests for inspection shall be made by the owner's 
representative to the City Engineer at least 24 hours prior to commencement of development activity 
for each of the following phases as authorized by the land disturbance permit. Inspections shall be 
made and passed prior to continuation of further activity or proceeding into new phases. The phase 
inspections are as follows:  

1.  Erosion Control—Installation of erosion and sediment control and tree protection devices.  

2.  Clearing and Grading—Installation of slope stakes shall be required. Upon completion of street 
grading, inspection, and approval shall be required prior to trenching or continuation with 
subgrade preparation.  

3.  Installation of storm drainage pipe, detention, or other storm water facilities.  

4.  Installation of on-site sewerage system or sanitary sewer and appurtenances. This notification 
shall be made simultaneously with official notification by the developer or contractor to the 
Fulton County Public Works Department and/or Fulton County Health Department, and, if for 
informational purposes only, to the City Engineer.  

5.  Street Curbing and Gutter—Inspection should be requested before and after the forms or string-
line have been set. Street width and vertical and horizontal alignment will be spot-checked.  

6.  Sub-Base or Sub-Grade of Streets—After compaction, the sub-grade will be string-lined for 
depth and crown. The sub-grade shall be roll tested and shall pass, with no movement, to the 
satisfaction of the City Engineer.  

7.  Street Base—The base will be string-lined for depth and crown and shall pass a roll test with no 
movement to the satisfaction of the City Engineer.  

8.  Paving—The City Engineer shall be on site during the paving process to check consistency, 
depth, and workmanship, as applicable. For asphalt paving, the temperature of the material will 
be monitored and the street will be cored after completion to check thickness.  

C.  Building Inspections. Inspections shall be scheduled with the Building Inspection Division. Requests 
for inspection shall include the street address, building permit number, and type of inspection. The 
building permit must be displayed on site and legible from the public street at all times.  

1.  Posting of Permit. Work requiring a permit shall not be started until the permittee or his agent, 
posts the building permit yard card in a conspicuous place at the front of the site where the 
permitted work is to be done. Cards shall be accessible and readable from the public right-of-
way and located in such a position so as to permit City and other governing agency officials to 
conveniently view and make any required entries thereon.  

The permit holder is responsible for maintaining the permit yard card and all damaged, lost, or 
stolen permit yard cards must be replaced by the permittee before further inspections may be 
made.  

Permit yard cards shall be maintained in position until all required final inspections have been 
approved and signed off on the yard card and the building, structure or system is ready for 
occupancy and use.  

2.  Site Inspection Preparation. No Inspections will be made by City building or fire inspectors on 
any construction site not having an accessible building permit yard card displayed and 



"effective" soil erosion control measures in place, per City Engineering Department 
requirements.  

Site silt fences, gravel construction entrances, and other City Engineering Department required 
erosion control measures shall be constantly maintained in good condition that effectively 
contains all site erosion within the site limits and out of waterways, streets and paved walkways.  

Required inspections will not be performed when the site is in need of erosion control repair and 
violates City soils erosion control laws. Inspectors will leave a Notice of Violation on the permit 
yard card for the permittee to contact the City Engineering Department for their inspection and 
direction for repair.  

It is the responsibility of the permittee to obtain written erosion control violation release from the 
City Engineering Department. No further building inspections will be performed on the site 
without this written release.  

3.  Inspections Not Required. The City does not normally provide inspection of certain residential 
construction applications, such as foundation walls with less than eight feet (8′) of unbalanced 
fill, damp-proofing, foundation wall draintile, backfill, exterior wall insulation, and roof covering.  

Builders are charged by building code law and the conditions of permit with a responsibility of 
installing these components to code compliance.  

If code violations are detected in any application not normally inspected by City officials or other 
governing authorities, the permittee shall immediately correct the violations noted and all 
corrections shall be inspected and approved by City building, fire, or other authorized inspectors 
prior to proceeding with any other construction.  

No waiver letters, statements from builders, owners, architects, or professional engineers, nor 
"hold harmless" agreements or other similar warrants or releases shall be accepted by the City 
in lieu of required code violation corrections and full code compliance.  

No further inspections will be made, nor shall any Certificate of Occupancy be issued for any 
work until any noted code violations are corrected and found to be in codes compliance by City 
officials.  

4.  Required Building Inspections. The Building Official, upon notification from the permittee, shall 
make the following building inspections and such other inspections as necessary to ascertain 
codes compliance and shall either release that portion of the construction found to be in 
compliance by signature at the appropriate section on the permit yard card or shall notify the 
permittee of any violations which must be corrected in order to comply with this Code, by 
issuing a Notice of Violation to the permittee.  

a.  FOOTING: To be made after trenches are excavated and cleaned; forms erected and 
supported; required reinforcing is properly secured in place and supported; and before any 
concrete is placed.  

b.  SLAB-PREP: To be made after footings have been placed (if applicable); underground 
Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing (MEP) systems have been City inspected, approved, 
and properly backfilled; under-pin areas are excavated and clean; forms are erected and 
supported; required reinforcing is in place and supported; rock base is in place at below 
grade slabs; vapor barrier is in place; and before any concrete is placed.  

c.  FOUNDATION (When required): To be made after required wall reinforcement is in place 
and at least one side of concrete retaining wall forms are secured in place, wall cavities are 
cleaned, and second side forms are ready to be placed, or placed and safe access to form 
tops for inspection is provided, plan listed weep holes and piping sleeves are in place, and 
before any concrete is placed.  



In the case of masonry walls—Block is erected and required wall reinforcing is in place and 
safe access is provided to wall top for cavity inspection, plan listed weep holes and piping 
sleeves are in place, and prior to any wall cavity grouting or fill.  

In the case of wood foundation or other wood site walls—Timbers are in place and properly 
spiked together, tee style or other professionally designed style dead heads are in place 
and properly spiked together, weep holes and filtration cloth is in place, and before backfill 
is placed.  

At all commercial or industrial sites or at a one or two family residential site builder's 
request, a second inspection of the building foundation walls, by City inspectors shall be 
required to verify proper placement of wall water proofing measures.  

d.  WALL/CEILING COVER (Commercial Only): To be made after the roof or other effective 
overhead weather seal is complete; all framing, bracing, fire and draft stops and blocking 
are effectively in place; exterior walls and gabled ends are sheathed and doors and 
windows are installed to effectively weather protect the structure interior; mechanical, 
electrical, and plumbing rough-ins at the area to be inspected are complete and under 
required tests; fabricated fireplaces or other fuel burning appliances are installed with flues 
and vents stubbed clear to the next level or area to be inspected or through the roof and 
weather capped; and before any wall or ceiling cover has been placed, except that walls 
may be one side covered so as to not restrict safe and readily accessible full wall cavity 
view for inspection.  

e.  FRAMING (Residential Only): To be made after roof is complete; all framing, bracing, fire 
stops and blocking are effectively in place; exterior walls and gabled ends are sheathed 
and doors and windows are installed to effectively weather protect a structure interior; 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing rough-ins are complete and under required tests; pre-
fabricated fireplace or other fuel burning appliances are installed with chimneys, flues, and 
vents through the roof and weather capped; or dedicated masonry fireplace openings are 
structurally independent and temporarily provide weather protection to interior spaces until 
masonry is completed; and before any insulation or wall or ceiling cover has been placed.  

f.  GEORGIA ENERGY CODE (GEC) COMPLIANCE: To be made at various stages of 
construction, by direct reference to the GEC Compliance Report submitted at initial permit 
issue, as follows:  

(1)  Residential Construction—Exterior wall cavity insulation and sloped, vaulted, or flat 
ceiling or floor closed cavity insulation may be inspected after the Framing inspection 
and before any wall or ceiling cover is placed at these concealed areas. Exposed and 
visible insulation at attics, accessible concealed spaces, unheated crawl spaces, and 
basements will be inspected as part of the Final building inspection.  

(2)  All Other Construction—Interior and exterior wall and ceiling insulation, as listed on 
the building plans, may be inspected as part of the Wall/Ceiling Cover inspection 
provided that all wall or ceiling structural and MEP components may be viewed and 
properly inspected and verified from either or both sides of the wall or ceiling 
assembly, in the opinion of the inspector. If wall or ceiling construction cannot be 
properly inspected with the plan required insulation in place during the Wall/Ceiling 
Cover inspection, a separate insulation inspection shall be performed prior to covering 
these areas. Exposed and visible insulation at attics, accessible concealed spaces, 
unheated crawl spaces, and basements will be inspected as part of the Final building 
inspection. General Energy Code Compliance Certificates and must be on file at the 
City Building Department, prior to issue of a Certificate of Occupancy.  

g.  BUILDING FINAL: To be made after a building or structure is complete and ready for safe 
occupancy and use. Building, mechanical, electrical, and plumbing finals shall be made at 
the same time. Prior to requesting a building final inspection a permittee shall assure that 



all inspections and written approvals required prior to final inspections are signed off on the 
permit yard card.  

All site work, walks, drives, paved areas, striping, handicap access routes, signage, 
landscaping, and other appurtenances or protectants listed on the plans for commercial 
work or as required by this Code or other laws for residential work, are completed, final 
inspected, and signed off on the permit yard card by the various other governing authorities 
listed and checked on the permit yard card and as required by State or County regulations.  

5.  Mechanical, General. The Building Official, upon notification from the permittee, shall make the 
following mechanical systems inspections and such other inspections as necessary and shall 
either release that portion of the construction by signature at the appropriate section on the 
permit yard card, or shall notify the permit holder, of any violations which must be corrected in 
order to comply with this Code, by issuing a Notice of Violation to the permittee.  

a.  SLAB PREP: To be made after trenches or ditches are excavated, underground ducting, 
conduits and sleeves are installed and ready for test and before any backfill is put in place.  

b.  WALL/CEILING COVER (Commercial Only): To be made with the wall/ceiling cover 
building inspection and after all mechanical equipment, ducting, duct insulation, piping, 
piping insulation, fire stops and fire dampers are installed, control wiring, or other 
concealed mechanical system components in the area to be inspected are in place, 
complete, supported properly, required pressure tests are applied, flues and vents are 
stubbed clear to the next level or area to be inspected or through the roof and weather 
capped; and before any wall/ceiling covers are installed.  

Large or multiple floor buildings over 15,000 sq. ft. in total area may be inspected in stages 
and partially approved for the continuation of construction at the Building official's 
discretion.  

c.  ROUGH-IN (Residential Only): To be made with the framing inspection and after all 
mechanical equipment, ducting, duct insulation, piping, piping insulation, fire stops, control 
wiring, or other concealed mechanical system components are in place, completed, 
supported properly, required pressure tests are applied, and flues and vents are stubbed 
through the roof and weather capped; and before any wall or ceiling covers are installed.  

d.  GAS LINE: (To be made at various stages of construction, as follows)  

(1)  Residential, Rough Piping Inspection: To be made with the framing inspection and 
shall include all system piping from the point of delivery (gas meter) to within six feet 
(6′) of and in the same room as all outlets or appliances that may be connected. A gas 
piping pressure test is required for this inspection.  

(2)  Commercial, Rough Piping Inspection: To be made with the wall/ceiling cover 
inspection and shall include all system piping from the point of delivery (gas meter) to 
within six feet (6′) of and in the same room as all outlets or appliances that may be 
connected in the area to be inspected and shall include piping run stubouts to the next 
area to be inspected. A gas piping pressure test is required for this inspection.  

e.  METERS: To be made after rough piping inspection and before the final inspection; when 
all mechanical equipment and other gas fired appliances and equipment and controls are 
in place and ready for safe test operation; venting, vent connectors, and flues are installed 
into final position and supported; piping runs are complete to the final appliance connector 
or union connection at the appliance or equipment; all gas shut off valves are in place and 
in the "off" or closed position, with appliances or equipment disconnected; and the gas 
piping system is ready for public utility connection and testing. A gas piping pressure test is 
required for this inspection. The sole purpose of this Meters inspection is to allow the 
installer to check installed mechanical systems and equipment for proper and safe 
operation, prior to Final inspection. Public utility connection shall not be made to the 
permitted work until this inspection has been approved.  



f.  FINAL: To be made with the building final inspection and after public utilities have been 
connected and all conditioned air systems and gas fired appliances are in full operation; all 
controls, compressors, condensate drains, insulation, ties and supports, and other system 
designed components are in place and final connected, all final trim and required labeling 
is in place, filters or other air purifying components are cleaned and in place, and all 
systems have been tested and balanced and the installation is ready for its intended use.  

6.  Electrical, General. The Building Official, upon notification from the permittee, shall make the 
following electrical systems inspections and such other inspections as necessary and shall 
either release that portion of the construction by signature at the appropriate section on the 
permit yard card, or shall notify the permit holder, of any violations which must be corrected in 
order to comply with this Code, by issuing a Notice of Violation to the permittee.  

a.  TEMPORARY POLE: To be made after a minimum 4 × 4 size temporary electrical power 
pole has been set into the ground with a minimum two feet (2′) buried and the pole firmly 
supported.  

An eight foot (8′) minimum length grounding electrode (rod) is required to be installed, with 
an unspliced grounding electrode conductor connected and sized per Code requirements, 
and a listed weather-proof enclosure shall be connected and firmly attached to the pole.  

The City requires at least one (1) 115V/20A weather-proof duplex service outlet with GFCI 
protection and at least one (1) 230V/20A service outlet to be installed at the pole.  

At least one (1) temporary power pole shall be installed at each permitted construction site 
for use during construction, unless approved by the Building official. No temporary power 
shall be used for more than one permitted site.  

b.  SLAB PREP: To be made after trenches or ditches are excavated, underground conduits, 
sleeves, or other devices are installed and before any backfill is put in place.  

c.  WALL/CEILING COVER (Commercial Only): To be made with the wall/ceiling cover 
building inspection of the area to be inspected and after all services and branch circuit 
distribution wiring that service the area to be inspected is in place, boxes are secured, 
required conduit serving the area to be inspected and conduit passing through that area to 
other areas to be inspected at a later date is in place and fastened properly, wiring is 
protected from physical damage, panel boards and switching gear servicing the area are 
set and secured to the structure with service and distribution wiring stubbed into their 
approved enclosures, disconnects are in place and secured, bonding and grounding rough 
wiring is stubbed out near its termination point, and before any wall or ceiling cover is 
installed.  

Large or multiple floor buildings over 15,000 sq. ft. in total area may be inspected in stages 
and partially approved for the continuation of construction at the Building Official's 
discretion.  

d.  ROUGH-IN (Residential Only): To be made with the building framing rough-in inspection 
and after all service cable, branch circuit distribution wiring, and low voltage wiring to be 
concealed is in place and stubbed into panel boxes set and secured to the structure; outlet, 
junction, and fixture boxes are in place and secured; required conduit is in place and 
fastened properly; wiring is protected from physical damage; and before any wall or ceiling 
cover is installed.  

In situations where a dwelling unit's exterior siding or finish veneer has not been installed, 
cables, feeders, and fixture wiring to be concealed shall be stubbed close or into exterior 
wall cavities closest to the point of final connection and coiled into place. Wall or ceiling 
cavities containing stubbed cables or wiring shall not be covered until inspection of terminal 
runs has been approved.  



e.  METERS: To be made after framing and all wall and ceiling coverings are in place and 
before final inspection; when all electrical service and control equipment is set, wired, 
fused, bonded and grounded, required disconnects are connected, all outlet devices and 
switch controls are connected, lighting fixtures, appliances, and equipment are set or 
boxed out and ready for safe operation, and the electrical system is ready for connection to 
public utilities.  

The sole purpose of this Meters inspection is to allow the installer to check out all installed 
electrical systems and equipment for proper and safe operation, per its listing. Public utility 
connection shall not be made to permit work until this inspection has been approved.  

f.  LOW VOLTAGE: To be made with the wall/ceiling cover or rough-in inspection, as 
applicable to type of construction, where low voltage wiring systems are to be concealed; 
or with the meters inspection, where low voltage wiring systems are to be surface 
mounted.  

Where concealed, inspection shall include review of distribution wiring/cable types and 
rating, boxes and connections, wiring protection from physical damage, grounding and 
bonding, disconnects, control panel cabinets or enclosures, and other system components.  

Where surface mounted, inspection shall include review of raceway types and mounting, 
wire fills to manufacturer's specifications, connection points (must be open to view, except 
that plug-in types shall be connected), grounding and bonding, disconnects, outlets and 
plugs, control panel cabinets or enclosures, and other system components.  

g.  POOL BOND: To be made when all metallic parts of a pool structure, including the metal 
reinforcing of the pool shell and decking; forming shells and mounting brackets of no-niche 
fixtures; metal fittings within or attached to a pool structure; metal parts of pool equipment 
to include pumps, motors, covers, and other features; cables, raceways, and piping within 
five feet of the inside edge of the pool or within twelve feet above the pool maximum water 
level; are connected together with approved pressure connectors into a common bonding 
grid with a minimum #8 solid copper conductor, bare or insulated, and the system is ready 
to be concealed. Dependent upon site conditions, this inspection may have to be done in 
several separate trips to be completed and shall be at the inspector's discretion.  

h.  IRRIGATION: To be made when all irrigation system wiring and conduit is in place; control 
panels, transformers, and their enclosures are mounted; junction boxes and splice points 
are open to view, high voltage power wiring is in place and GFCI protected, and the system 
is ready for safe operation.  

GFCI protection for irrigation system wiring and controls is mandatory and may be provided 
by direct plug and cord connection from the transformer primary to a GFCI protected wall 
outlet or hard wired from the primary to a disconnect that is protected by a GFCI breaker 
located at the electrical panel.  

i.  FINAL: To be made with the building final inspection, after all public utilities have been 
connected and all installed electrical systems are in full operation; all equipment, motors, 
appliances, fixtures, controls, guards, and other related systems have been labeled, tested, 
and balanced and the completed electrical installation is ready for its intended use.  

7.  Plumbing, General. The Building Official, upon notification from the permittee, shall make the 
following plumbing systems inspections and such other inspections as necessary and shall 
either release that portion of the construction by signature at the appropriate section on the 
permit yard card, or shall notify the permit holder, of any violations which must be corrected in 
order to comply with this Code, by issuing a Notice of Violation to the permittee.  

a.  SLAB PREP: To be made after trenches or ditches are excavated and all under slab 
drainage and water service and distribution piping and sleeves and protectants are 
installed and under required tests and before any backfill is placed.  



b.  SEWER TAP: To be made any time during construction, but before requesting final 
building inspection. This inspection is an open trench inspection of the exterior sewer 
piping from the building or structure foundation edge, to and including connection to the 
public or site sewer. Sewer piping shall be inspected for proper bedding, fall, materials, 
fittings, cleanout positions, and connection to the public or site sewer.  

c.  WALL/CEILING COVER (Commercial Only): To be made with the building wall/ceiling 
cover inspection and after all drainage, waste, vent, and water service and distribution 
piping is in place at the area to be inspected and stubouts are installed to the next area to 
be inspected, all piping and fixture roughs are properly fastened into place and protected 
from physical damage. All concealed fixture connections shall be made, rated assemblies 
installed and fire safe, concealed piping insulation installed, rough trim boxes, enclosures, 
access panels or vaults are secured in place, boots and flashings are installed, required 
pressure tests are applied, and before any wall or ceiling cover is installed.  

d.  ROUGH-IN (Residential Only): To be made with the framing rough-in inspection and after 
all drainage, waste, vent, and water service and distribution piping is in place and fastened 
and protected against physical damage. All concealed fixture connections shall be made, 
concealed piping insulation installed, rough trim boxes, enclosures, access panels/vaults 
secured in place, boots and flashings installed, required air or water pressure tests are 
applied and ready for inspection, and before any wall or ceiling cover is installed.  

e.  BACK FLOW: To be made prior to or with the final building inspection and shall include 
inspection of all water and irrigation systems requiring backflow prevention measures.  

f.  FINAL: To be made with the building final inspection, after all public utilities have been 
connected and all plumbing fixtures are properly set, trapped and connected to the 
drainage system, properly valved, protected against back siphonage, and connected to the 
potable water system. All water heating and other plumbing devices and appliances must 
be connected, valved, vented, pressure protected, secured in place, insulated and sealed, 
cleaned and tested for proper operation, and the completed plumbing system installation is 
ready for its intended safe use.  

D.  Responsibility for Quality and Design. The completion of inspections by the City and authorization 
for work continuation shall not transfer responsibility for the quality of the work performed or 
materials used from the owner, nor imply or transfer acceptance of responsibility for project design or 
engineering from the professional corporation or individual under whose hand or supervision the 
plans were prepared.  

1.  Stop Work Orders: Work which is not authorized by an approved permit, or which is not in 
conformance to the approved plans for the development activity project, or which is not in 
compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance or any other adopted code, regulation, or 
ordinance of the City, shall be subject to immediate stop work order by the Director, Building 
Official or City Engineer.  

E.  Tree Removal Compliance Inspection.  

1.  Following the issuance of a land disturbance permit for the development activity, the Arborist 
shall, from time-to-time, inspect the property for the purpose of certifying compliance with the 
requirements of the permit. In the event of non-compliance, the Arborist shall issue a stop work 
order. No Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued until actual compliance is obtained.  

2.  If any required tree removal conditions have not been met within the time specified in the permit 
and provided the Director has not granted a written extension, the City may use the cash or 
bond proceeds to insure that these conditions are met.  

3.  After development activity is concluded, the Arborist shall continue to make random inspections 
to insure that required trees are maintained. Replacement shall be required or bond/letter of 
credit posted within thirty (30) days of notice by the Arborist should any of these trees die, be 
removed, or be destroyed within two (2) years after completion of development.  



F.  Floodplain.  

1.  Properties containing or adjacent to the established Areas of Special Flood Hazard and Areas of 
Future-conditions Flood Hazard shall provide an elevation certificate or floodproofing 
certification using the FEMA floodproofing certificate along with the design and 
operation/maintenance plan to the Building Official after the lowest floor is completed, after 
placement of the horizontal structural members of the lowest floor upon placement of the lowest 
floor, or floodproofing by whatever construction means, whichever is applicable in accordance 
with Article III Section 3.4.5.B  

2.  Said certification shall be prepared by or under the direct supervision of a licensed land 
surveyor or professional engineer and certified by same in accordance with Article III Section 
3.4.5.B. Any work undertaken prior to submission of the certification shall be at the permit 
holder's risk. The Director shall review the floor elevation survey data submitted. Deficiencies 
detected by such review shall be corrected by the permit holder immediately and prior to further 
progressive work being permitted to proceed. Failure to submit the survey or failure to make 
said corrections required hereby shall be cause to issue a stop-work order for the project.  

G.  As-Built Drawings. Upon completion of the development activity as authorized by the land 
disturbance permit and prior to final inspection of public and private improvements, the owner shall 
submit to the City Engineer for review and approval a complete set of record drawings showing "as-
built" conditions prepared by land surveyor registered in the State of Georgia. These drawings shall 
show actual location, true vertical and horizontal alignment, and finished elevations of:  

1.  Drainage System.  

2.  Detention Volume Certification.  

3.  Sanitary Sewer System (approved by Fulton County if served by Fulton County).  

4.  Public Water System (approved by Fulton County if served by Fulton County).  

H.  Final Subdivision Plat.  

1.  Process for Approval—Prior to the application for final subdivision plat approval; all storm water 
drainage and detention facilities, water and sewer utilities, street base, sidewalks, and curbing 
construction required for approval of the Final Subdivision Plat shall have been properly 
installed and completed in accordance with this Ordinance.  

The Community Development Department shall be responsible for the coordination and 
approval of all final subdivision plats.  

a.  Application for a final subdivision plat approval shall be made to the Community 
Development Department. The application shall include:  

(1)  Application in the form furnished by the Community Development Department 
requesting final subdivision plat review.  

(2)  Two (2) copies of final subdivision plat prepared in conformance with the 
specifications in this Ordinance.  

(3)  One copy of as-built drawings pursuant to the requirements of this Ordinance, sealed 
by a land surveyor registered in the State of Georgia, for projects served by City water 
supply.  

(4)  Payment of all final subdivision plat application and review fees.  

b.  Ten (10) days following the application deadline, the Community Development Department 
shall indicate in a written memorandum all comments related to compliance with this 
Ordinance and conditions of zoning approval.  

c.  The owner shall be responsible for all of the plan review comments prior to the 
resubmission of the revised final subdivision plat. All revisions to previous submittals shall 
be noted in the revision block and dated.  



d.  Proof of payment for streetlights shall be provided to the City Engineer, prior to his 
approval of the final subdivision plat. At a minimum, this proof shall be in the form of a 
letter from the approved utility provider.  

e.  Payment for materials and installation of traffic control devices shall be made to the City 
Engineer in accordance with the traffic engineering requirements in this Ordinance. 
Payment of the cost of street striping or required signalization, if required and not 
completed by the owner, shall also be received by the City Engineer prior to approval of 
the final subdivision plat.  

f.  Provide one set water and sewer as-built with proof of approval by Fulton County 
Development Services Department, prior to approval by the Public Works Department.  

g.  The Community Development Department shall not sign the final subdivision plat until all 
requirements of this Ordinance and other applicable regulations have been met. The final 
subdivision plat shall be accompanied by a bond, letter of credit, or other acceptable surety 
providing for the maintenance of all installations and improvement required by this 
Ordinance in the subdivision for a period of twelve (12) months following the date of final 
approval of the public improvements. The maintenance period may be extended by the 
Director at the request of the owner, provided it is in the best interest of the City.  

h.  Once the Director has approved the final subdivision plat and all other affected 
departments and agencies of government as required have certified compliance, the 
Community Development Department shall certify by signature on the original of the final 
subdivision plat that all of the requirements of this Ordinance, and the conditions of zoning 
approval have been met, and that all other affected departments have approved the plat. 
The final subdivision plat shall not be deemed approved until the CERTIFICATE OF FINAL 
PLAT APPROVAL has been signed by the Community Development Department, City 
Engineer and the Fulton County Health Department.  

i.  The owner shall be responsible for recording the approved final plat at Fulton County; and 
shall provide to the Community Development Department a reproducible Mylar copy 
showing the stamp of the Fulton County Court Clerk, and two (2) full size copies.  

(1)  Standards for Approval—The Final Subdivision Plat shall be clear and legible at a 
minimum scale of 100 feet to the inch. The Director may approve other scales as 
appropriate. The maximum sheet size shall not exceed 42″ × 30″. The maximum size 
acceptable for recording is 17″ × 22″, or as required by the Fulton County Superior 
Court Clerk. If the complete plat cannot be shown on one sheet, then said final 
subdivision plat shall be shown on several sheets with an index map indicated on 
each sheet. The minimum sheet size shall not be less than 17″ × 22″. All letters, 
numbers and other information shall be legible on the recorded copy. There shall be 
sufficient space available for the certificates as required. Graphic standards shall 
comply with the Georgia Plat Act.  

The final subdivision plat shall conform substantially to the preliminary subdivision plat 
and it shall constitute only that portion of the approved preliminary subdivision plat 
which the owner proposes to record and develop at any one time, provided that such 
portion conforms to the requirements of this Ordinance. Any substantial deviation from 
the Preliminary Plat shall require revision and approval of the Preliminary Plat.  

The final subdivision plat shall contain the following information:  

(a)  Name of the subdivision, unit number and street names.  

(b)  Name, address, and phone number of owner of record.  

(c)  Name, address and phone number of each professional firm associated with a 
portion of the final plat (engineers, surveyors, etc.).  

(d)  Site acreage.  



(e)  Site zoning, case numbers, zoning conditions and date of approval for any 
applicable rezoning, master plan, variance, or special use permit affecting this 
site.  

(f)  Date the final subdivision plat drawing, graphic scale, north point, notation as to 
the reference or bearings to magnetic, true north, or grid north, and indication 
whether bearings shown are calculated from angles turned.  

(g)  Land District, Land Section, and Land Lot.  

(h)  Name of the former subdivision, if any, or all the entire final subdivision plat if it 
has been previously subdivided.  

(i)  Location map.  

(j)  Courses and distances to the nearest Fulton County GIS monument.  

(k)  Boundary lines of the property, to be indicated by a heavy line, giving distances 
to the nearest one hundredth (1/100) foot and bearing to the nearest second, 
which shall be balanced and closed with an error of closure not to exceed one (1) 
to ten thousand (10,000). The error of closure shall be stated.  

(l)  City and Fulton County political boundary lines accurately tied to the lines of the 
property by distance and angles when such lines traverse the subdivision.  

(m)  Locations, widths, and names of all streets and alleys within and immediately 
adjoining the final subdivision plat, address numbers, the location and widths of 
all public crosswalks, sidewalks, greenway trails and other public rights of way.  

(n)  Street centerlines showing angles of deflection and standard curve data, radii, 
length of tangents and arcs, and degree of curvature with basis of curve data.  

(o)  Lot lines with dimensions to the nearest one-tenth (1/10) foot, and bearing to the 
nearest second radii of rounded corners, as necessary to describe each lot.  

(p)  Front and rear setback lines with dimensions.  

(q)  Location of all buffers, landscape strips, greenway easements, and no access 
easements, etc., are required by this Ordinance.  

(r)  When lots are located on a curve or when side lot lines are at angles other than 
ninety (90) degrees, the lot width at the building line shall be shown.  

(s)  Lots or sites numbered in numerical order and blocks lettered alphabetically.  

(t)  Location and size of all drainage structures, location, dimension and purpose of 
any easements, including slope easements, if required, public and private service 
utility right-of-way lines, fire hydrants and water mains.  

(u)  Any areas to be reserved, donated, or dedicated to public use or sites for other 
than residential use with notes stating their purpose and limitations; and of any 
lands to be reserved by deed covenant for common uses of all property owners. 
Include statement that all common areas are to be maintained by the 
homeowners.  

(v)  Statement "The City of Alpharetta does not enforce restrictive covenants."  

(w)  Certificates and statements are shown below, as follows.  

(x)  A statement that the private covenants are to be recorded separately and the 
following statement provided: "This final subdivision plat is subject to the 
covenants set forth in the separate document(s) attached hereto, dated 
____________ , which hereby becomes a part of this final subdivision plat," 
recorded and signed by the owner.  



(y)  Accurate location, material, and description of monuments and markers. 
Monuments to be placed prior to approval of the Final Plat.  

(z)  Extent of the Areas of Special Flood Hazard and Areas of Future-conditions 
Flood Hazard and a flood plain chart showing the area within and outside the 
floodplain and a minimum allowable lowest finished floor elevation for a/each lot 
containing or adjacent to any portion of the Area of Special Flood Hazard and 
Area of Future-conditions Flood Hazard.  

(aa)  The information required by the current Georgia Recording of Maps, Plats, etc., 
by Clerks of Superior Court Act must be shown.  

(bb)  All other applicable notes and notations as may be required by the Director.  

(2)  Certificate of Final Subdivision Plat Approval—Each final subdivision plat shall carry 
the following certificates printed or stamped on the plat.  

(a)  Approval from the Fulton County Health Department.  

(b)  Surveyor's Certificate.  

It is hereby certified that this plat is true and correct and was prepared from an actual survey of the 
property by me or under my supervision; that all monuments shown thereon actually exist or are 
marked as "future" and will be placed during construction of the improvements shown on this plat; 
and their location, size, type, and material are correctly shown.  

By: ____________  

Registered Georgia Land Surveyor Survey No. ____________  

Date: ____________  

(c)  Owner's Certificate of Dedication and Acknowledgement:  

(STATE OF GEORGIA)  

(COUNTY OF FULTON)  

The owner of record of the land shown on this plat and whose name is subscribed thereto, in person, 
or through a duly authorized agent, hereby acknowledges that this final subdivision plat was made 
from an actual survey, dedicates to the City of Alpharetta the complete ownership, and use of all 
streets ( ____________ acres), public water facilities, storm drains, easements ( ____________ 
acres), greenway easements ( ____________ acres), and other public facilities and appurtenances 
thereon shown ( ____________ acres).  

Subdivider: ____________  

Date: ____________  

Owner: ____________  

Date: ____________  

(d)  Certificate of Final Subdivision Plat Approval.  

The Community Development Department of the City of Alpharetta, Georgia, certifies that this plat 
complies with all requirements of the Alpharetta Unified Development Regulations including the City 
of Alpharetta Zoning requirements.  



____________ ____________  
Community Development Department  

____________  
Engineering Department  

I.  Final Development Activity Inspection and Approval.  

1.  Final Inspection by the City Engineer.  

a.  A final development inspection may be requested when all site work and/or public 
improvements have been accomplished according to the terms of the approved site 
construction drawings and with this Ordinance, codes, and regulations.  

b.  As-built drawings shall be approved, in accordance with the requirements of this 
Ordinance, prior to the performance of a final development inspection.  

c.  The owner shall be responsible for correcting any deficiencies identified in the final 
development inspection prior to issuance of a letter of Final Development Inspection 
Approval.  

2.  Maintenance Bond and Landscape Maintenance Bond.  

a.  Following issuance of Final Development Inspection Approval and prior to approval of the 
final subdivision plat or issuance of a certificate of occupancy, a maintenance bond and a 
landscape maintenance bond in a form acceptable to the Director is required. For the 
Maintenance Bond, the owner shall be responsible for maintenance/public improvements 
for one (1) year from the date of Final Development Inspection Approval, or longer if 
requested by the City Engineer. A performance bond may be required if deemed 
necessary by the City Engineer. For the Landscape Maintenance Bond, the owner shall be 
responsible for maintenance for eighteen (18) months from the date of Final Development 
Inspection Approval.  

(1)  The value of the Maintenance Bond shall be determined by the Director based on the 
dollar value of the improvements and the requirements of the City.  

(2)  The value of the Landscape Maintenance Bond shall be calculated by the property 
owner and shall be sufficient for the costs of labor, materials and maintenance for all 
landscaping improvements as set forth in the improvement plans.  

3.  Acceptance of Public Improvements.  

a.  Prior to expiration of the maintenance bond, a final inspection of the public improvements 
shall be conducted by the City Engineer.  

b.  The owner shall correct all defects or deficiencies in materials or workmanship.  

c.  The maintenance bond shall not be released until the City Engineer is satisfied that all 
public improvements are in conformance with the specifications of this Ordinance.  

d.  The City shall not accept the public improvements into perpetual maintenance until such 
time as said improvements are certified by the City Engineer as being in conformance with 
the specifications of this Ordinance.  

J.  Certificate of Occupancy. It shall be unlawful to use or occupy or permit the use or occupancy of any 
building or premises, or both, or parts thereof hereafter created, erected, changed, converted, or 
wholly or partly altered or enlarged in its use or structure until a Certificate of Occupancy shall have 
been issued therefor by the Director, stating that the proposed use of the building or land conforms 
to the requirements of this Ordinance and other codes and ordinances adopted by the City.  

K.  A temporary Certificate of Occupancy may be issued for a period not to exceed six months during 
alterations or partial occupancy of a building or structure pending its completion, provided that such 



temporary certificate may include such conditions and safeguards as will protect the safety of the 
occupants and the public.  

L.  A Certificate of Occupancy shall be required for any of the following:  

1.  Occupancy and use of building or structure constructed or enlarged.  

2.  Change in use of existing buildings to uses of a different classification.  

( Ord. No. 681, § 1, 10-7-2013 ; Ord. No. 693, 9-2-2014 ; Ord. No. 718 , §§ 21, 24, 12-14-2015)  

4.4.7   Assignment of names and addresses. 

A.  Street and Development names.  

1.  Proposed street and development names must be reviewed and approved by the Community 
Development Department prior to issuance of the land disturbance permit. Any changes to 
existing names must also be approved by the Director of the Community Development 
Department. Street names may be reserved through approval as shown on the Preliminary Plat 
if so requested. Names may be chosen from a historic street name bank available upon request 
from Community Development.  

2.  Street names shall consist of a root name of the developer's choosing or from the historic street 
name bank, and a suffix designation. The following suffixes are acceptable: Street, Road, 
Avenue, Court, Place, Way, Trace, Terrace, Drive, Lane, Parkway, Trail, Close, Circle, Cove, 
Highway, Pass, Entry, Loop, and Boulevard.  

The following affixes are acceptable for private drives: Close, cove, entry, lane, pass, place, 
terrace, trace and trail.  

Directional prefixes (i.e., north, south) and the prefixes "old" or "new" shall not be used.  

3.  Except within the same development, no proposed street name shall duplicate (be spelled the 
same or be phonetically the same) as an existing street name within the City of Alpharetta or 
surrounding municipalities regardless of the use of such suffix designations as "Street," 
"Avenue," "Boulevard," "Drive," "Place," "Way," "Court," or however otherwise designated. In 
the same subdivision, a root name may not occur more than twice. No street names will be 
allowed which begin with "River," or "Peachtree".  

4.  All street root names and suffix designations are subject to approval of the Director. 
Unacceptable language, abbreviations, contractions or initials may not be used.  

5.  Root names shall consist of no more than 13 characters including space, hyphens, etc. Letters 
not occurring in the English alphabet, and numerals, shall not be used. Only suffixes will be 
abbreviated.  

B.  Street Address Assignments.  

1.  A street address number must be assigned prior to issuance of a building permit. For any new 
structure proposed in a property which has not been assigned an address, a street number will 
be assigned upon confirmation or establishment of the property as a buildable lot of record 
under the requirements of this Ordinance.  

2.  Subdivision house numbers will be assigned when the Final Plat is submitted for review and is 
approved for the property. Submit two (2) copies of the approved plat to the Department. 
(Legible reductions are acceptable.)  

3.  Non-residential Projects will be numbered after the issuance of the Land Disturbance Permit.  

4.  Residential and commercial properties will be addressed on the road that the building is facing, 
regardless of access. The property must have frontage on the street on which it is addressed.  

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=630243&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=668181&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=749592&datasource=ordbank


5.  Apartments and Condominium Projects will be numbered when a Land Disturbance Permit is 
issued. Apartment Projects example:  

John Smith  
2101 Cypress Court  
Alpharetta, GA 30202  

2 101 is building two  

2 1 01 is first floor  

21 01 is unit one  

Units with breezeways will have even numbered units on right and odd numbered unit on left. 
Each building is required to have a sign indicating the building number. Each breezeway is 
required to have a sign at the breezeway entrance indicating the unit numbers. The sign at the 
extreme left of the breezeway of building two (having a 3-story building with basement level) for 
example will read:  

2001-2003  
2101-2103  
2201-2203  

At the point where the main road splits, a permanent location sign is required to be posted as 
follows:  

Buildings  
5-8  
⇐  
9-15  
⇒  

6.  The Certificate of Occupancy will not be issued without the above requirements being met and 
the street number clearly posted on the property.  

( Ord. No. 681, § 1, 10-7-2013 )  

4.4.8   Surveying and mapping. 

A.  This section sets forth requirements for the City of Alpharetta mapping and surveying monuments as 
described:  

1.  The City of Alpharetta Mapping and Surveying Monuments System will coexist with the Official 
System of Mapping and Surveying Landmark Monuments of Fulton County and be an 
expansion thereof.  

2.  The term "monument" shall consist of one azimuth monument and one monument with 
established northing, easting and elevation based on The North American Datum of 1983 (NAD 
83), strategically placed, being composed of concrete with a brass cap stamped with an 
identifying number furnished or approved by the City Engineer.  

3.  The City Engineer shall keep a current copy of the reference maps and tables. Such information 
shall be made available for purchase by the public.  

4.  All maps or construction plans must include coordinate references to the City of Alpharetta 
Surveying Monuments, prior to issuance of the Land Disturbance Permit.  

5.  If, in the opinion of the City Engineer, a monument which is part of the Official City of Alpharetta 
Surveying Monuments is endangered by the proposed land disturbance, the applicant/owner 
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shall be notified and disturbance shall not be permitted until: The applicant/owner shall pay to 
the City a fee to replace said monument. This fee shall be based upon 105% of the monument 
replacement cost; to be negotiated by the City with a Registered Land Surveyor, qualified to set 
the monument to the City of Alpharetta Standards.  

6.  For any proposed development, the developer will set one new monument, two monuments for 
twenty acres and at least one additional monument for each additional ten acres or major 
fraction thereof. All control monuments shall be located and tied together by traverse, with a 
positional tolerance that meets the standards of Second Order, Class Two surveys.  

The City Engineer shall have the authority to stop all land disturbance activity, until such time as 
proper fees have been paid to replace the damaged or disturbed monument.  

B.  All plats shall conform to the Georgia Code Section 15-6-67 and Chapter 180-7 of the rules of State 
Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors.  

C.  Construction plans and as-built drawings shall be furnished as a digital file, as requested by City 
personnel.  

1.  Minor Subdivision Plat. (Replaces exemption plat)  

a.  The Community Development Department shall be responsible for the coordination and 
approval of all minor subdivision plats.  

(1)  Application for a minor subdivision plat approval shall be made to the Community 
Development Department. The application shall include:  

(a)  Application in the form furnished by the Community Development Department 
requesting minor subdivision plat review.  

(b)  Two (2) copies of minor subdivision plat prepared in conformance with the 
specifications in this Ordinance.  

(c)  Payment of minor subdivision plat review fees.  

(2)  Ten (10) days following the application deadline, the Director shall indicate in a 
written memorandum all comments related to compliance with this Ordinance and 
conditions of zoning approval. Subject to any action of the City Council, the Director 
shall have sole authority to determine the applicability of any provisions of this 
Ordinance.  

(3)  The owner shall be responsible for all of the plan review comments prior to the 
resubmission of the revised minor subdivision plat. All revisions to previous submittals 
shall be noted in the revision block and dated.  

(4)  The Community Development Department shall not sign the minor subdivision plat 
until all requirements of this Ordinance and other applicable regulations have been 
met.  

(5)  Once the Director has approved the minor subdivision plat and all other affected 
departments and agencies of government as required have certified compliance, the 
Community Development Department shall certify by signature on the original of the 
minor subdivision plat that all of the requirements of this Ordinance, and the 
conditions of zoning approval have been met, and that all other affected departments 
have approved the plat. The final subdivision plat shall not be deemed approved until 
the CERTIFICATE OF MINOR PLAT APPROVAL has been signed by the Community 
Development Department.  

(6)  The owner shall be responsible for recording the approved plat at Fulton County; and 
shall provide two (2) full size copies showing the stamp of the Fulton County Court 
Clerk.  



(7)  Standards for Approval—The Minor Subdivision Plat shall be clear and legible at a 
recommended scale of 100 feet to the inch. The Director may approve other scales as 
appropriate. The maximum sheet size shall not exceed 42″ × 30″. The maximum size 
acceptable for recording is 17″ × 22″, or as required by Fulton County. If the complete 
plat cannot be shown on one sheet, then said plat shall be shown on several sheets 
with an index map indicated on each sheet. The minimum sheet size shall not be less 
than 17″ × 22″. All letters, numbers and other information shall be legible on the 
recorded copy. There shall be sufficient space available for the certificates as 
required.  

The minor subdivision plat shall contain the following information:  

(a)  Name of the subdivision, unit number and street names.  

(b)  Name and address and phone number of owner of record.  

(c)  Name, address, and phone number of each professional firm associated with the 
portion of the final plat (engineers, surveyors, etc.).  

(d)  Site acreage.  

(e)  Zoning, case numbers with conditions, and date of approval for any applicable 
rezoning, master plan, variance, or special use permit affecting the site.  

(f)  Date of drawing, graphic scale, north point, notation as to the reference or 
bearings to magnetic, true north, or grid north, and indication whether bearings 
shown are calculated from angles turned.  

(g)  Land District, Land Section, and Land Lot.  

(h)  Name of the former subdivision, if any, or of the entire plat if it has been 
previously subdivision.  

(i)  Location map.  

(j)  Courses and distances to the nearest Fulton County GIS monument.  

(k)  Boundary lines of the property, to be indicated by a heavy line, giving distances 
to the nearest one hundredth (1/100) foot and bearing to the nearest second, 
which shall be balanced and closed with an error of closure not to exceed one (1) 
to ten thousand (10,000). The error of closure shall be stated.  

(l)  City and Fulton County political boundary lines accurately tied to the lines of the 
property by distance and angles when such lines traverse the subdivision.  

(m)  Locations, widths, and names of all streets and alleys within and immediately 
adjoining the final subdivision plat, address numbers, the location and widths of 
all public crosswalks, sidewalks, greenway trails and other public rights-of-way.  

(n)  Lot lines with dimensions to the nearest one-tenth (1/10) foot, and bearing to the 
nearest second radii of rounded corners, as necessary to describe each lot.  

(o)  Front and rear setback lines with dimensions.  

(p)  Location of any buffer, landscape strip and greenway easements, no access 
easement, etc., are required by this Ordinance or the Zoning Regulations.  

(q)  Lots or sites numbered in numerical order and blocks lettered alphabetically.  

(r)  Location and size of all drainage structures, location, dimension and purpose of 
any easements, including slope easements, if required, public and private service 
utility right-of-way lines, fire hydrants and water mains.  

(s)  Accurate location, material, and description of monuments and markers. 
Monuments to be placed prior to approval of the Plat.  



(t)  Extent of the Areas of Special Flood Hazard and Areas of Future-conditions 
Flood Hazard and a floodplain chart showing the area within and outside the 
floodplain and a minimum allowable lowest finished floor elevation for each lot 
containing or adjacent to any portion of the Area of Special Flood Hazard and 
Area of Future-conditions Flood Hazard.  

(u)  The information required by the current Georgia Recording of Maps, Plats, etc., 
by Clerks of Superior Court.  

(v)  All other applicable notes and notations as may be required by the Director.  

(8)  Certificate of Minor Subdivision Plat Approval—Each minor subdivision plat shall 
carry the following certificates printed or stamped on the plat.  

a.  Surveyor's Certificate. It is hereby certified that this plat is true and correct and 
was prepared from an actual survey of the property by me or under my 
supervision; that all monuments shown thereon actually exist or are marked as 
"future" and will be placed during construction of the improvements shown on this 
plat; and their location, size, type and material are correctly shown.  

By: ____________  

Registered Georgia Land Surveyor Survey No. ____________  

Date: ____________  

b.  Owner's Certificate of Dedication and Acknowledgement:  

(STATE OF GEORGIA)  

(COUNTY OF FULTON)  

The owner of record of the land shown on this plat and whose name is subscribed thereto, in person, 
or through a duly authorized agent, hereby acknowledges that this subdivision plat was made from 
an actual survey, and that there are no public dedications on this property.  

Subdivider:  
____________  

Date:  
____________  

Owner:  
____________  

Date:  
____________  

c.  Certificate of Minor Subdivision Plat Approval. The Community Development 
Department of the City of Alpharetta, Georgia, certifies that this plat complies 
with all requirements of the Alpharetta Unified Development Code including 
Zoning Requirements.  

( Ord. No. 693, 9-2-2014 ; Ord. No. 718 , §§ 21, 24, 12-14-2015)  
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4.4.9   Maintenance and performance securities. 

A.  Maintenance Securities. A maintenance bond, letter of credit, cash bond, or other equivalent form of 
security as approved by the City, shall be posted with the City by all developers where street or other 
improvements are made and offered to the City for acceptance and maintenance. The amount of this 
security will be calculated by the Community Development Department and shall be provided before 
the final plat can be recorded. Any bond, except cash bond, letter of credit or other equivalent form of 
approved security shall be on forms supplied or approved by the City and shall not be terminated or 
otherwise allowed to expire without at least thirty (30) days prior written notice to that effect to both 
the City and the subdivider or person. Separate bonds are required for each subdivision unit, phase 
or like entity. The developer shall maintain all improvements in the subdivision, to be dedicated to the 
City, for a minimum of one (1) year from the date of final plat recording. No dedication of 
improvements shall be accepted by the City until the expiration of one (1) year from such date and 
inspection from the public, action may be taken by the City Council by majority of those voting 
approving, approving with changes, or rejecting the proposal, or the City Council may table the 
proposal for consideration at its next regular meeting, or the City Council may refer the matter back 
to the Planning Commission for further consideration.  

B.  Referral to Planning Commission for Further Consideration. The Director shall conduct such further 
studies as appropriate and shall present any proposed text amendment to the Planning Commission 
that has been heard by the City Council and referred back to it for further consideration. Public notice 
of the Planning Commission and City Council's hearing shall be given in the same manner as 
prescribed herein, and the Planning Commission shall conduct its public hearing and take action as 
described above.  



SECTION 3.2 - TREE CONSERVATION, LANDSCAPE, AND BUFFER REQUIREMENTS[1]  

3.2.1   General. 

In order to maintain and promote the public health, safety and welfare, the City has established 
regulations governing the conservation, planting, and replacement of trees. The importance of trees is 
recognized for their contribution toward quality of life, visual quality of the city, and improved property 
values. It is the City's intent to prevent the indiscriminate removal of trees without denying the reasonable 
use and enjoyment of real property. It is also the intent of these regulations that all applicable sites within 
the City maintain or obtain minimum tree density, as defined herein. Consistent with the expressed 
purpose of these regulations, all persons shall make reasonable efforts to protect and retain certain 
existing, self-supporting trees as defined herein. Each person shall be responsible for the normal care of 
trees located on its premises.  

A.  Willful injury or disfigurement of any tree growing within the City shall be a violation of this 
Ordinance.  

B.  No person shall:  

1.  Attach any sign, notice or other object to any tree or fasten wires, cables, nails or screws to 
any tree in a manner that could prove harmful to the tree.  

2.  Pour any material on any tree or on nearby ground which could be harmful to the tree.  

3.  Cause or encourage any unnecessary fire or burning near or around any tree.  

4.  Construct a concrete, asphalt, brick or gravel sidewalk, significantly compact the soil, place 
fill material, or create other impervious or semi-impervious surfaces around any tree so as 
to cut off air, light or water from the roots of the tree so as to adversely impact the tree's 
root system.  

5.  Pile building material or equipment around any tree so as to cause injury thereto.  

6.  Deny routine maintenance, watering and reasonable arboricultural care to existing and 
newly established trees as may be required as a result of activities taking place under this 
Section.  

7.  Remove any tree without Permit.  

8.  Remove or prune a tree on commercial property during non-development activity unless 
they follow ISA industry standard protocols for pruning or have written approval from the 
Director.  

9.  Park any vehicle on the unpaved area underneath existing tree canopies.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.2   Definitions. 

For the purposes of this Section, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following terms shall 
have the meaning set forth below:  

Boundary Tree. Any tree located on adjacent property with a critical root zone that will be impacted 
by proposed land disturbance activity.  

Buffer. An area required to remain undisturbed or replanted where existing vegetation is sparse, as 
determined by the director.  

Caliper. A standard of trunk measurement for replacement trees. Caliper inches are measured at the 
height of 6 inches above the ground for trees up to and including 4 inch caliper and 12 inches above the 
ground for trees larger than 4 inch caliper.  
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Conifer Tree. Any tree with needle leaves and a woody cone fruit including, but not limited to, pine, 
juniper and cedar species.  

Critical Root Zone (CRZ). The minimum area beneath a tree which must be left undisturbed in order 
to preserve a sufficient root mass to give a tree a reasonable chance of survival. The Critical Root Zone 
will typically be represented by a concentric circle centering on the tree's trunk with a radius equal in feet 
to one and three-tenths times the number of inches of the trunk diameter. EXAMPLE: The CRZ radius of 
a twenty (20) inch diameter tree is twenty-six (26) feet.  

Dead Tree. Any standing tree which is no longer alive or has the ability to sustain itself through 
natural processes as determined by a qualified professional.  

Development Activity. Any alteration of the natural environment, which requires the approval of a 
development or site plan and issuance of a Land Disturbance Permit. Development Activity shall also 
include the "thinning" or removal of trees from land in conjunction with a forest management program, the 
removal or destruction of trees incidental to the development of land or to the marketing of land for 
development, the removal or destruction of trees in conjunction with any grading activity, including the 
removal or filling (stockpiling) of soil, and logging or the removal of trees not in conjunction with an 
ongoing forest management program. Nothing in this definition shall be deemed to require or authorize 
the issuance of a permit for any activity described herein.  

Diameter Breast-Height (DBH). The standard measure of tree size (for trees existing on a site). The 
tree trunk is measured at a height of 4½ feet above the ground. If a tree splits into multiple trunks below 
4½ feet, the trunk is measured at its most narrow point beneath the split.  

Director. The Director of Community Development or designee shall administer and enforce the 
provisions of this Ordinance; provided, however, that a designee shall have no authority to revoke 
permits.  

Georgia 400 Tree Protection Zone. All property within a horizontal distance of 120 feet of the right-of-
way of Georgia 400. At major intersections on Georgia 400 having exit and/or entrance ramps the 
protection zone shall be reduced to 60 feet. The reduction shall apply for the length of each such ramp. 
The Georgia 400 Tree Protection Zone is a Buffer.  

Grading Activity. Altering ground surfaces to specified elevations, dimensions and/or slopes; this 
includes stripping, cutting, filling, stockpiling and shaping or any combination thereof and shall include the 
land in its cut or filled condition.  

Guidance Document. A document maintained by the City of Alpharetta Arborist that includes 
clarifications to requirements with examples and additional technical standards about tree protection, tree 
planting, species selection, and other information relevant to the protection and replanting of trees in the 
City of Alpharetta. The document may be revised by the City Arborist as conditions and technical 
standards evolve.  

Hardwood Tree. Any tree that is not coniferous (cone bearing). This definition is based on the 
colloquialism, and does not necessarily reflect any true qualities of the tree.  

International Society of Arboriculture (ISA). A professional organization that promotes the 
professional practice of arboriculture, sets standards for obtaining professional credentials for arborist, 
and establishes best practices for tree care, pruning, and protection.  

Land Disturbance Permit. A permit issued by the City that authorizes Development Activity and 
includes, but is not limited to, Soil Erosion Protection, clearing and grubbing, land disturbance and 
building construction.  

Landscape Strip. A portion of a lot required to be reserved for, installed with, and maintained with 
vegetation. Such a strip may or may not be required to be of a linear form. No utilities or parking shall be 
allowed within a required landscape strip.  

Landscape Tree. A tree or trees that were planted or retained on a developed or previously 
developed site.  



Lot Building Area. The area of a lot encompassed by front sides and rear yard setbacks or building 
line as required by City Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations.  

Mass Grading. The grading within existing or across proposed property lines including the removal of 
trees and disturbance of soils in order to prepare a site for construction where buildings are not approved. 

Mulch. An organic material spread around the base of a plant or on a plant bed to enrich and insulate 
the soil. Types of mulch include Pine Straw, Shredded Hardwood, Wood Chips, and Bark Chips. Mulch 
should be free of disease and pests. Synthetic or artificial mulches are not acceptable for use in the City 
of Alpharetta.  

Non-Development Activity. Any alteration of the natural environment which does not require 
development or site plan approval, but which would include the proposed removal or destruction of any 
tree(s). Any removal of trees that constitutes Development Activity as that term is herein defined shall not 
constitute non-development activity.  

Ornamental Tree. A tree that provides a visual impact in the landscape. The impact may be provided 
through form, bark, branching structure, leaf color, and/or flower color. Typically a small or medium size 
tree.  

Overstory Tree. Those trees that compose the top layer or canopy of vegetation and will generally 
reach a mature height greater than 40 feet and typically have a spreading canopy.  

Permit (Tree Removal Permit). An official Permit for tree removal issued by the City of Alpharetta.  

Pervious Surface. All that area of land that can be landscaped or planted, allows natural passage 
through by water, and is not covered by man-made materials or structures such as buildings or paving.  

Pine Tree. An evergreen coniferous tree that has clusters of needle-shaped leaves.  

Plantable Area. The pervious surface area available for the preservation or planting of trees. 
Plantable Area shall not include that portion of the lot that is covered by buildings and structures 
permitted pursuant to the maximum lot coverage standards of this Ordinance.  

Planted Area. An area of living plant material created for the purpose of establishing open space and 
consisting of a minimum of 50% of the area devoted to trees and shrubs.  

Pruning (Tree Pruning). To cut away dead, overgrown, or undesirable branches or stems. Pruning of 
trees to be done in compliance with standard arboricultural practices as outlined in ANSI A300 and shall 
maintain the trees natural form and structure.  

Qualified Professional. An International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist, an American 
Society of Consulting Arborists (ASCA) Registered Consulting Arborist, or a Registered Forester.  

Recompense. Replacement of trees or payment into the City held tree fund for the removal of 
Specimen Trees.  

Replacement Planting. The planting of trees on a site that before development had more trees, and 
after development shall have less trees per acre.  

Responsible Party. Any individual, firm, principal, or other entity who is a signatory to a Tree 
Removal Permit Application or Land Disturbance Permit for Development Activity or any person or 
company caught in the act of tree removal without a City-issued permit, or who violates any other 
provision of this Ordinance.  

Shade Tree. Any tree that has a spreading canopy that provides partial to full shade to the ground 
with a minimum height of 20 feet.  

Semi-Pervious. Hardscape, aggregate or porous paver that allows at least fifty percent (50%) of 
surface water to pass through the manmade material and into the underlying soil.  

Softwood Tree. Any coniferous (cone bearing) tree. This definition is based on the colloquialism, and 
does not necessarily reflect any true qualities of the tree.  



Specimen Tree. Any tree which qualifies for special consideration for preservation due to its size, 
type, condition, location or historical significance and which also meets the minimum size criteria set forth 
below.  

Size Criteria:  

Pine Trees:  30-inch diameter or larger for trees in the Pinus (Pine) genus.  

Coniferous 

Trees:  

20" diameter or larger for trees in the cedrus (deodar cedar), Thuja (Arborvitae), or 

other ecologically similar trees,  

Overstory 

Trees:  

30-inch diameter or larger for trees in the Liquidambar (Sweetgum) or Liriodendron 

(Tulip poplar) genus  

 
20-inch diameter or larger for trees in the Fagus (Beech), Nyssa (Tupelo), Diospyros 

(Persimmon), Sassafras (Sassafras), or other ecologically similar trees  

 
20-inch diameter or larger for Magnolia grandiflora (Southern magnolia) and those 

cultivars that generally reach a mature height over 40'  

 24-inch (24″) diameter or larger for trees in all other genera  

Understory 

Trees:  
8-inch (8″) diameter or larger.  

 10-inch (10") diameter or larger for Oxydendron arboretum (Sourwood).  

  

See additional requirements for Specimen Trees in "The Guidance Document."  

Street/Streetscape Tree. Any tree located or proposed to be located along a public or private street. 
The actual location will be determined by the specific zoning district or overlay. In situations where there 
is limited planting space in the right-of-way and or safety concerns, street trees may be located at the 
back of the sidewalk or within the landscape strip on private property and the discretion of the Director.  

Structural Root Plate. The zone of rapid root taper that provides the tree stability against wind throw. 
The radius of the structural root plate is equal to 0.5 feet per inch of DBH.  

Timber Harvest. Harvesting of timber from sites as a timber management activity as part of a 
demonstrated ongoing agricultural land use.  

Tree. Any living, self-supporting woody or fibrous plant which normally obtains a diameter breast 
height of at least three (3) inches, and typically has one (1) main stem or trunk and many branches.  

Tree Care Plan. A plan developed to provide an impacted tree the best possible chance of survival. 
A tree care plan should be prepared by a qualified professional and conform to the requirements of ANSI 
A300 and the Guidance Document  



Tree Density. A measurement of trees on a property, expressed as inches per acre. For existing 
trees density is calculated based on DBH. For proposed trees tree density is calculated based on the 
caliper.  

Tree Grouping. A community of trees as determined by the Director to merit special consideration as 
an ecological feature based upon species composition, form, structure, age, and condition. Specimen 
trees and trees of quality may be included in tree groupings and every alternative should be evaluated to 
save these trees. Except as otherwise provided in Section 3.2., Tree Groupings will be treated as 
specimen trees for preservation credits and every alternative should be evaluated to save these trees.  

Tree of Quality. A tree that merits special consideration due to historical significance, ideal shape 
and structure, or uniqueness of the species as determined by the Director. Except as otherwise provided 
in Section 3.2., Trees of Quality will be treated as specimen trees for preservation credits and every 
alternative should be evaluated to save these trees.  

Tree Removal or Removal of Trees. Removal of trees through an act of cutting down a tree or any 
act which causes a tree to die within 2 years after commission of the act or impedes the ability of the tree 
to sustain itself, including but not limited to damage inflicted upon the root system, trunk, or canopy as a 
result of:  

1.  The improper use of machinery on the trees;  

2.  The storage of materials in or around the trees;  

3.  Soil compaction;  

4.  Altering the natural grade to expose the roots or to cover the tree's root system with more than 4 
inches of soil;  

5.  Causing the infection or infestation of the tree by pests, fungus or harmful bacteria;  

6.  Pruning judged to be excessive by the Director or not in accordance with the standard set forth 
by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA);  

7.  Paving with concrete, asphalt or other impervious surface within such proximity as to be harmful 
to the tree or its root system; and  

8.  Application of herbicides or defoliants to any tree without first obtaining a permit.  

Tree Planting List. List of preferred tree species for use in the City of Alpharetta. Species not 
included on this list may be approved at the discretion of the Director. The Tree Planting List is included in 
the Arborist Guidance Document.  

Tree Protection Area. An area encompassing the critical root zone of a tree that shall remain in an a 
pervious state.  

Tree Save Area. An area designated for the purpose of meeting tree density requirements, saving 
natural trees, and/or preserving natural buffers that shall remain in a pervious state.  

Understory Trees. Those trees that grow beneath the overstory, and will generally reach a mature 
height less than 40 feet. Understory trees may include coniferous trees that meet these same height 
characteristics.  

Zoning Districts. Those areas as defined in the Zoning Ordinance and shown on the Zoning Map.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017; Ord. No. 749 , § 4, 9-18-2017)  

3.2.3   Exemptions. 

A.  The following shall be exempt from the provisions of this section:  

1.  The removal of trees with a Permit.  
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2.  The removal of trees from horticultural properties such as farms, nurseries or orchards. This 
exception shall not be interpreted to include timber harvesting incidental to development of the 
land;  

3.  The necessary removal of trees by a utility company within dedicated utility easements;  

4.  The removal of trees on public rights-of-way conducted by, on behalf of, or any activity pursuant 
to work to be dedicated to, a federal, state, county, municipal or other governmental agency in 
pursuance of its lawful activities or functions in the construction or improvement of public rights-
of-way;  

5.  The removal of trees from lakes and detention ponds, and drainage easements, unless 
specifically planted to be part of the stormwater system; or  

6.  The removal of any tree which is dead or has become or threatens to become a danger to 
human life or property;  

B.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, all reasonable efforts shall be made to save specimen trees and 
trees of quality, and tree groupings.  

C.  Nothing in this section shall be deemed to authorize, directly or indirectly, the removal of a tree from 
the Georgia 400 Tree Protection Zone or any buffer.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.4   Permit required for non-development activity (activity which does not require a building 
permit, etc.). 

A.  Except for routine or seasonal pruning or transplanting of trees, and except as exempted, no person 
shall engage in any Non-Development Activity as defined without first obtaining a permit. The 
request for a permit shall be submitted to the Director in the form of a tree removal permit application 
through the City process and shall include:  

1.  The reason for the proposed work  

2.  Either a site sketch or photograph of the tree(s) proposed to be removed, identifying such 
tree(s) by size and species.  

3.  Specimen Trees shall only be approved for removal if they are in declining health or as 
approved by the Director. If a request includes a Specimen Tree, the applicant shall provide a 
risk assessment or similar report, following currently accepted industry standards and protocols, 
prepared by a qualified professional outlining the condition of the trees and associated risks.  

If the request for a permit is complete, complies with the Ordinance, and requests tree removal for 
one of the purposes identified in Paragraph B below, the Director shall issue a permit no later than ten 
(10) working days from receipt and shall inform applicant if replanting will be required. If the request is 
incomplete or denied, the Director shall notify applicant in writing regarding the specific reason for denial.  

B.  The Director shall issue a permit for the following:  

1.  The removal of dead, substantially injured, damaged or diseased trees;  

2.  The removal of any non-specimen tree, provided the tree is not a required landscape strip tree, 
buffer tree, or other code required trees and that the applicable minimum tree density 
requirement is maintained.  

3.  The removal of any specimen tree, landscape strip tree, buffer tree or other code required tree 
with a replanting agreement approved by the director.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  
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3.2.5   Land disturbance permit for development activity. 

A.  No person shall engage in a Development Activity and no Land Disturbance Permit shall be issued 
without first obtaining an approved site plan stamped and signed by the Director. 

1. Trees and or soils shall not be disturbed or removed in order to pad grade or mass-grade 
a site unless building construction is imminent. In order to be imminent, proposed 
buildings shall require approval. 

B.  Except as provided in Section 3.2.4 and Paragraph (c) of this subsection, no tree removal shall be 
approved for any site not under active development. For the purposes of this Ordinance, a site is not 
under active development unless there exists an approved development plan delineating the 
improvements to be constructed on the site consistent with the use for which the site is zoned, and 
there is a reasonable certainty that construction is imminent.  

C.  A Land Disturbance Permit may be issued for Grading Activity on a site not under active 
development provided that:  

1.  The sole purpose of the Grading Activity is for the storage, removal or altering of soil for fill 
balancing on another site under active development;  

2.  The site not under active development must be under common ownership or common 
development control with the site that is under active development;  

3.  The site not under active development must be contiguous to, or located within one (1) mile of, 
the site under active development. For the purposes of this Section, the measurement of 
distances shall be from property line to property line along the most direct route of travel on a 
public road;  

4.  The proposed Grading Activity shall not result in the damage or removal of more than ten 
percent (10%) of the total tree density (inches per acre) on the site not under active 
development;  

5.  The proposed Grading Activity shall not decrease the tree density below the minimum inches 
per acre required for the site. For the purposes of this Section, trees in Buffers that will be 
required shall be excluded from minimum density calculations;  

6.  The area to be disturbed within the site shall be the area that will have the least adverse impact 
on existing trees, Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality, and Groupings of Trees as determined by 
the Director. In addition, the area must be visually screened from public or private roads and 
drives, developed residential and commercial properties, by a one hundred foot (100') buffer or 
a buffer of sufficient depth to provide reasonable visual screening. In order to provide 
reasonable visual screening, it may be necessary to locate access roads to the impacted area 
in a winding manner to prevent a straight line of site to the impacted area; and  

7.  The disturbed area within the site shall be replanted with trees to a tree density of 130 inches 
per acre no later than eighteen (18) months from the issuance of the Land Disturbance Permit 
authorizing the Grading Activities. A tree replacement plan and a bond shall be submitted and 
approved by the Director prior to the issuance of the permit authorizing the Grading Activities. 
The completion bond shall be held until the planting is complete and at that time transfer to an 
eighteen (18) month maintenance bond to ensure survival of the replacement trees. The 
applicant shall be responsible for the irrigation (watering) of trees during the period of the 
bonds. The replanting requirements of this Section shall not apply, and the initial bond shall be 
released, if, on or before fifteen (15) months from the issuance of the permit authorizing the 
Grading Activity, the site becomes under active development pursuant to the issuance of a Land 
Disturbance Permit and the approval of development plans in compliance with the provisions of 
this Ordinance.  

D.  Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to authorize any Grading Activity or similar activity not 
otherwise in compliance with the Land Subdivision Regulations of the City of Alpharetta, including, 



the Soil and Sedimentation Control Ordinance. Further, nothing in this Section shall be deemed to 
eliminate the requirement that all reasonable efforts must be taken to save and not adversely impact 
the Critical Root Zones of Specimen Trees, trees of quality, and tree groupings and that all 
applicable sites from the City shall maintain or obtain the minimum tree density required by this 
Ordinance.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.6   Application requirements. 

A.  When a person applies for a Land Disturbance Permit as defined herein, such person shall provide 
the following information:  

1.  A complete tree survey and inventory, which shall contain the following information:  

a.  All Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality, Tree Groupings, Landscape Trees, and Boundary 
Trees on the site and within 30 feet of the limits of disturbance; with an indication whether 
they are to be retained or removed;  

b.  All trees that are to be counted toward the tree density requirement greater than 2" DBH, 
including size (Caliper or DBH) and species. Sampling methods may be used to determine 
tree densities for forested areas (over 5 acres) that are to be preserved. Sampling methods 
must conform to industry standards and protocols and be no less than a 10% sample;  

c.  Tree Protection Zones and Tree Save Areas must be delineated on the plan;  

d.  All buffers with existing trees to be delineated on plans as Tree Save Areas. Land 
Disturbance within any Buffer is subject to Director approval;  

e.  The tree survey and inventory shall be a to-scale map or a site plan prepared and sealed 
by a registered surveyor.  

2.  An integrated site plan showing Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality, Tree Groupings, Boundary 
Trees, the trees to be saved and those to be removed, existing utilities and those to be installed, 
grading, the approximate location of all structures, driveways and curb cuts and all proposed 
tree plantings and other landscaping. It is required that all reasonable efforts be made to save 
Specimen trees, Trees of Quality, Tree Groupings. (Reasonable efforts shall include, but not be 
limited to, alternate building design, building location, parking area layout, parking area location, 
stormwater BMP locations and the like).  

a.  If a Specimen Tree, Tree of Quality, or Tree Grouping cannot be saved a hardship 
justification in the form of a letter shall be submitted to the Director for review and approval 
and be included within the plan set;  

b.  If a Boundary Tree cannot be saved or results in an encroachment into the Critical Root 
Zone of greater than 10%, evidence of notification to the owner of the tree will be required 
to be provided to the Director. This notification shall generally include the current condition 
of the tree, % encroachment, potential outcomes of the encroachment, and proposed tree 
care to offset the encroachment. In no way does this authorize any encroachment into the 
Structural Root Plate of a Boundary Tree.  

3.  A detailed plan to protect and preserve landscaping and trees before, during and for a period of 
two (2) years after construction, which shall contain the following information:  

a.  All items found on the Arborist Checklist located in the Arborist Guidance Document;  

b.  Existing roads, utility lines, drainage and detention facilities, and other pertinent items in 
the vicinity of the site.  

c.  The locations of existing and proposed structures, paving, driveways, cut and fill areas, 
detention areas, etc.  
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d.  Phase lines or limits of construction;  

e.  A delineation of all protected zones with any required dimensions;  

f.  Calculations showing compliance with the required Tree Density and Recompense per 
section 3.2.7  

g.  Locations of all existing and proposed utility lines and easements;  

h.  Locations of any boring sites for underground utilities;  

i.  Locations of all Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality, Groupings of Trees, Landscape Trees 
and Boundary Trees and indications whether they are to be removed or preserved;  

j.  Locations of all tree protection devices, materials to be used in each location and details;  

k.  A delineation of tree save areas in which trees have been inventoried for density 
calculations;  

l.  If applicable, locations and details of all permanent tree protection measures (tree wells, 
aeration systems, permeable paving, retaining walls, bollards, etc.); and  

m.  A tree care plan developed by a Qualified Professional designed specifically for each tree 
to be saved that warrants care due to the changes in site conditions or as approved by the 
Director. The tree care plan shall be prepaid prior to issuance of the land disturbance 
permit and a paid invoice provided to the City. In the event of a change in ownership, 
arrangements must be made to allow access for the tree care to continue throughout the 
required timeframe.  

n.  A full landscape plan meeting all of the requirements of this Section including tree density, 
recompense, landscape strip, parking lot tree coverage and screening, groundcover, 
hardscapes, etc. The landscape plan submitted shall be the one that is expected to be 
planted. Permit only plans will not be accepted by the Director.  

o.  Additional information as required on a case-by-case basis.  

The above items may be integrated into the normal application requirements and submittals.  

B.  Minor additions to existing development require only a sketch showing changes to be submitted to 
the Director for review and approval.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.7   Minimum tree density and recompense requirements. 

The intent and goal of these regulations is to insure that a minimum density of trees is maintained on 
all developed sites and that a significant amount of tree canopy coverage and pervious soil area is 
maintained throughout the City. The density requirement must be met whether or not a property or site 
had trees prior to development or any tree removal. The density may be achieved by counting existing 
trees 2" in diameter or greater to be preserved, planting new trees in accordance with the minimum 
standards of this Section, or some combination of the two. Vegetated runoff reduction measures which 
include trees also count toward the tree density requirement. Minimum tree density shall be calculated 
and established pursuant to the formula and analysis set forth in the Guidance Document.  

A.  All sites within the City other than 'For-Sale' residential lots shall maintain or achieve a Minimum 
Tree Density of 130 inches per acre. The owner shall be subject to the minimum tree density 
requirement set forth in this paragraph, but the owner shall base the density calculations on the 
net site area excluding the acreage required for Buffers and infrastructure improvements (roads, 
utility lines, detention ponds, etc.). In no event shall a parking lot be considered an infrastructure 
improvement.  
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B.  All 'For-Sale' residential lots in the City shall maintain a minimum tree density of 130 inches per 
acre or provide a calculation as described in the Guidance Document that shows the lot meets 
or exceeds a 30% canopy coverage based upon trees growing within the property lines. For 
new construction or new plantings this calculation may be based upon the mature spread of the 
newly planted trees at 20 years after planting. If replacement planting is required on a 'For-Sale' 
residential lot, it is encouraged to provide at a minimum a two-inch (2") caliper tree or larger in 
the lawn area in the front yard or landscape strip if space allows.  

C.  Owners shall receive a density credit of two (2) times the inches for each Specimen Tree saved 
by utilizing an alternate design during development. Specimen trees that cannot be saved must 
be replaced with recompense plantings equal to three (3) times the DBH of the tree(s) removed. 
Recompense trees shall be a minimum of four-inch (4″) caliper at time of planting. Trees of 
Quality or Tree Groupings shall receive a density credit of one (1) times the inches for each tree 
saved. Specimen Trees removed without prior approval shall be subject to the recompense 
replanting requirements as described in section 3.2.10 Tree Damage and subject to the 
applicable penalties as described in Section 3.2.17.  

D.  An owner may request a reduction in recompense plantings, which may be granted at the 
discretion of the Director. The reduction shall be calculated considering Specimen Trees, Trees 
of Quality or Tree Groupings and other landscape amenities that are incorporated into the site 
plan utilizing an approved alternative design.  

E.  In the event that Specimen Tree Recompense cannot be achieved through planting on the 
subject property, two alternative methods of compliance may, at the discretion of the Director, 
be approved: planting at a location remote from the project site; or, a recompense payment to 
the City of Alpharetta Tree Replacement Fund. The following standards have been established 
for administering these alternative recompense methods.  

1.  The director must review and approve all requests for alternative recompense. In no 
instance shall 100% of the required recompense be met through these alternative 
methods. As many trees as can reasonably be expected to survive and thrive must be 
planted on the subject property. No permit shall be issued until the Director has approved 
the request and received the necessary documentation and/or funds.  

2.  If trees are to be planted at another location, the off-site location should be in the same 
area of the City as the project site and a tree replacement plan meeting all applicable 
standards must be provided by the owner and reviewed and approved by the City Arborist. 
If tree planting is proposed on City property all specifications for such planting shall be met 
as determined by the Director of Public Works or the Director of Recreation and Parks. A 
completion bond in the amount of 100% of the installation and materials cost shall be 
provided prior to issuance of any land disturbance permit.  

3.  If a recompense payment to the City of Alpharetta Tree Replacement Fund is approved, 
the amount of the donation shall be established by the Director. The amount of the 
recompense payment shall be 100% of the estimated costs of the average 3 bids from 
reputable landscape contractors, licensed to do business in the City, for the materials, 
installation, and care during the trees establishment period (18 months) provided by the 
owner and reviewed and approved by the City.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.8   Tree Replanting, Buffer, and Landscape standards. 

A.  Tree Replanting.  

1.  Unless otherwise approved by the Director, it is recommended that trees selected for replanting 
be on the Recommended Tree List. Trees selected for planting must be free from injury, pests, 
disease, nutritional disorders or root defects, and must be of good vigor and form in order to 
assure a reasonable expectation of survivability. Standards for transplanting shall be in keeping 
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with those established in the International Society of Arboriculture publication Tree and Shrub 
Transplanting Manual or similar publication. Reference the American Association of 
Nurserymen publication American Standard for Nursery Stock (ANSI Z60.1-2014) for plant 
material quality specifications. Reference the Manual of Woody Landscape Plants (Michael Dirr, 
2009, Stipes Pub Llc.) or similar publication for information on tree species and site 
requirements.  

2.  It is desirable that replanted trees be ecologically compatible with the site and neighboring sites. 
Accordingly, the replanted trees shall be of the same or similar species as those removed when 
practical.  

C.  All replanted overstory trees shall be at least six (6) feet tall and have a trunk of not less than two (2) 
caliper inches. All replanted understory trees shall be at least four (4) feet tall or have a trunk not less 
than one (1) caliper inch. In order to provide sufficient growing area for planted trees, the following 
minimum criteria must be observed unless otherwise approved by the Director.  

a.  No more than 25% of any one genus may be included in any replanting plan.  

b.  A minimum of 40% of the required tree density on a site is recommended to be met through 
overstory tree planting.  

c.  Greater than 50% of the trees shall be natives.  

B.  Buffer Requirements.  

1.  A lot zoned or used for a rental dwelling, office, institutional, commercial, industrial uses or 
occupied by a non 'For-Sale' residential use shall provide a fifty foot wide undisturbed buffer 
along all property lines adjoining property zoned for or used by 'For-Sale' residential purposes. 
Where commercial or industrial districts or developments abut R-10M zoning districts, the same 
buffer requirements apply. The buffer shall be in addition to the required building setback line.  

a.  When a new, 'For-Sale' development is proposed adjacent to an existing, non-residential 
use with no buffer present, the 50' buffer must be provided by the residential development.  

b.  If a 50' buffer has been provided on the property adjacent to a proposed, non-residential 
development, the buffer requirement may be waived with the approval of the Director.  

2.  Except as otherwise provided, herein, buffer strips shall be preserved in their natural 
undisturbed state, except that sparsely planted buffers shall be enhanced with additional plant 
material. Enhancement plants must provide an opaque screen within two (2) years of planting 
and must consist of trees, shrubs, and groundcover plants meeting the following standards:  

a.  Plant selection will consist of eighty (80) percent evergreen species and twenty (20) 
percent deciduous species;  

b.  Deciduous trees must be a minimum of 2 inch caliper at time of installation;  

c.  Evergreen trees must be a minimum of 9 feet tall at time of installation;  

d.  Shrubs must be a minimum of 3 feet tall at time of installation;  

e.  Plants will be spaced a maximum of eight (8) feet on center or as approved by the Director;  

f.  Plantings shall be designed with plant palate containing a mixture of colors, textures, and 
heights.  

3.  Undisturbed buffers shall not contain any surface parking or storm water, detention facilities, or 
any structures except that the Director may approve underground facilities within the buffer or 
the crossing of the buffer for the purpose of extending utilities.  

4.  The Director may approve vegetated runoff reduction measures within the buffer. The planting 
requirements above may be varied to accommodate vegetated runoff reduction measures as 
part of an approved stormwater management plan, if properly designed to provide stormwater 
management and screening functions.  



5.  Stream buffers must be replanted where disturbed for approved access and utility crossing. 
Replacement plantings must be native and be arranged to have a natural appearance.  

6.  All buffer plantings are subject to the approval of the Director.  

C.  Parking Lot Landscaping.  

1.  Surface parking lots shall provide a minimum 200 square foot wide landscape island at the end 
of each parking bay, and a 200 square foot island located each 72 feet of single parking length. 
Each landscape island shall be planted with one shade tree. Islands shall be excavated to 3 feet 
deep or to a depth 6 inches greater than the height of the root ball and backfilled with a 
minimum of 600 cubic feet of friable soil. Islands that are 400 square feet or larger and corner 
islands shall be planted with a large overstory tree. Parking lot trees must be 2" caliper 
minimum at time of planting and have a clear trunk to a minimum height of 6 feet. The 
remainder of a landscape island shall be planted with shrubs, ornamental grasses, and ground 
covers; and mulch shall be applied. Turf grass will not be accepted. Utilities and lighting shall 
not be allowed within required parking lot landscape islands.  

2.  Alternate landscape configurations may be approved if the Director determines that the 
alternate design exceeds the standards above and/or is part of a smart stormwater design for 
the site that includes multi-functional, vegetated runoff reduction measures. An alternate 
configuration could also include a stormwater component or the preservation and enhancement 
of existing trees which are provided above and beyond other tree preservation requirements; 
which are deemed of community value by the Director; and shall result in a minimum of 50% 
parking lot canopy coverage within 15 years.  

3.  The required tree area shall be protected against compaction and shall provide sufficient area 
for tree growth. Utilities are not allowed within the minimum area. The trees shall be maintained 
in accordance with best management practices as defined by the International Society of 
Arboriculture guidelines, and shall not be removed or pruned without permission from the City 
Arborists.  

4.  Shrubs shall be provided to screen paved areas and parking lots from the public right-of-way, 
private drives and adjacent property year round. Shrubs shall be 2 feet tall at time of planting, 2 
rows deep and shall provide a screen within 3 years of planting. Alternate screening methods 
such as fencing may be approved by the Director.  

D.  Landscape Strips.  

1.  The City wants to promote tree lined streets therefore, a minimum of ten (10) feet wide 
landscape strip shall be provided along all public right-of-ways and private roads. Main streets 
which are listed below shall have twenty (20) foot landscape strips, except those located within 
the Downtown Overlay District. which shall have ten (10) feet wide landscape strips or 
landscaping as approved by the Director.  

MAIN STREETS:  

Highway 9  

Mansell Road  

Windward Parkway  

Northpoint Parkway  

Westside Parkway  

Old Milton Parkway  

Haynes Bridge Road  



Kimball Bridge Road  

2.  No permanent structures other than signage are permitted within the landscape strip. This 
includes pavement, retaining walls, drainage structures, detention ponds, flumes, curbing, etc. 
unless approved by the Director.  

a.  Retaining walls built with decorative masonry and designed as a landscape feature may be 
located within the landscape strip subject to approval by the Director. All required plantings 
must be installed so as not to interfere with the structural integrity of the wall.  

3.  Actual spacing of street trees is based on the average canopy spread of the species selected as 
outlined in the Arborist Guidance document. If the spacing of shade trees exceeds 25 feet on 
center understory trees shall be required to fill in the gaps between each shade tree. Spacing of 
shade trees shall not exceed 40 feet on center. Shade trees shall be a minimum 4" caliper; 
ornamental trees shall be a minimum 3" caliper. The use of a combination of shade trees and 
ornamental trees is recommended.  

4.  For commercial development and for master plan subdivisions, a minimum of five (5) foot 
landscape strip shall be provided along all property lines which do not adjoin a public right-of-
way or private road. One (1) shade tree, minimum 4" caliper, shall be provided for every fifty 
(50) linear feet of landscape strip. For master plan subdivisions, this requirement is only 
required along the external property line of the overall project.  

5.  Shrubs shall be provided in all landscape strips. Shrubs shall be a minimum of 2 feet tall at time 
of planting. Shrubs located in landscape strips may be used to meet the parking lot screening 
requirement.  

E.  Additional screening shall be provided around all utility areas, detention facilities, dumpster/refuse 
areas, drive through areas, loading and unloading zones, etc. to screen views from the public right-
of-way, private roads, drives, and adjacent properties year round. Screening shall be provided in any 
combination of the standards below or as approved by the Director.  

1.  Plant selection will consist of eighty (80) percent evergreen species and twenty (20) percent 
deciduous species;  

2.  Deciduous trees must be a minimum of 2 inch caliper at time of installation;  

3.  Evergreen trees must be a minimum of 6 foot tall at time of installation;  

4.  Shrubs must be a minimum of 4 foot tall at time of installation;  

5.  Screening for detention facilities must incorporate an alternating double row of evergreen 
shrubs 4 foot tall at time of planting.  

6.  A combination of decorative walls, fences, and landscape material may be used with the 
approval of the Director.  

F.  Lighting Fixtures shall be arranged so that the source of any light is screened from residential views 
and located as to not interfere with the tree canopy at time of planting or in the future.  

G.  All required landscape areas shall be provided with a minimum of 1 water spigot or other water 
source within 150 feet.  

H.  A bond shall be required for a minimum of 18 months to ensure the maintenance and irrigation of the 
landscaping materials.  

I.  All landscape plans and tree planting plans for non "For Sale" residential properties shall be prepared 
as a to-scale map or a site plan prepared and sealed by a Registered Landscape Architect in the 
State of Georgia. Tree only plans may be prepared by a Qualified Professional.  

J.  Outdoor Dining Areas. At-grade outdoor dining areas shall include perimeter landscaping and 
decorative detectable barriers in order to define the area. Detectable barriers shall include decorative 
planters, low walls or other improvement approved by the Community Development Director. 
Uncovered outdoor dining areas shall include one (1) shade tree per 750 square feet.  



( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.9   Tree Protection and Conservation Standards. 

Prior to commencement of any grading, construction, or tree removal authorized through the 
issuance of a land disturbance permit and continuing until a final subdivision plat has been recorded or a 
certificate of occupancy has been issued, the following system shall be used:  

A.  A tree protection area shall be required for any tree located within 30 feet of any proposed 
grading, construction or tree removal; and shall be established by physical barriers and 
maintained until such work is complete.  

B.  Location and Types of Tree Protection Devices.  

1.  Tree protection devices are to be installed as shown on the plan or otherwise completely 
surrounding the Critical Root Zone of all trees to be preserved.  

2.  The plan shall indicate which types of tree protection are to be installed and where they are 
to be installed. The types identified on the plan shall be consistent with the City's Tree 
Protection Details, available in the Arborist Guidance Document.  

3.  The locations of all tree protection devices will be verified by the City prior to the issuance 
of the construction permit for clearing and/or grading.  

4.  Once Protected Zones are established and approved, any changes are subject to 
Development and Inspections Department review.  

C.  Tree Protection measures are to be installed as shown on the City's Tree Protection Details, 
available in the Arborist Guidance Document.  

D.  Sequence of Installation and Removal. All tree protection devices shall be installed prior to any 
land disturbance permit authorizing tree removal. Community Development Department must 
inspect the installation of tree protection and erosion and sedimentation control devices prior to 
the issuance of the land disturbance permit. Tree protection must remain in functioning 
condition until the certificate of occupancy is issued.  

E.  The cleaning of equipment, storage of materials or dirt, disposal of waste materials such as 
paint, oil, solvents or other harmful substances, or any other such act which may be harmful to 
the continued vitality of the tree(s) within the tree protection area, is prohibited.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.10   Tree damage. 

Any tree designated in the plan to be saved, Including Trees of Quality and Tree Groupings, that is 
damaged during construction or grading, or as a result of such activities, shall be treated according to 
accepted International Society of Arboriculture Standards, or replaced with a tree(s) equal to the DBH of 
the tree removed. However, any Specimen Tree damaged as described above shall be replaced with a 
tree(s) eight (8) times the DBH of the tree removed with a minimum four-inch (4″) tree Caliper. In the 
event that a damaged specimen tree must be removed, the location occupied by the tree's Critical Root 
Zone must remain in a pervious state with no structures or buildings placed in this area and violations 
shall be subject to the applicable penalties as described herein. Any specimen tree damaged on "For-
Sale" residential lots as the result of failure to receive tree removal approval for non-construction tree 
removal or as a result of failure to protect a specimen tree during non-construction tree removal will result 
in up to three (3) times recompense.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  
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3.2.11   Tree survey inspection. 

Following the receipt of the completed tree removal application and supporting data, the Director 
shall schedule and conduct an inspection of the proposed development site. Following inspection, the 
Director shall advise the applicant of any recommended changes in the applicant's proposed tree 
removal, protection or replanting plans necessary to make the plans comply with the provisions of this 
Ordinance.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.12   Tree removal applications, approval and expiration. 

A.  The Director shall review all applications and supporting data and take one (1) of the following 
actions: approve, approve with conditions or disapprove. Applications, which meet the requirements 
of this Ordinance, shall be approved.  

B.  Development Activity will not be authorized until such time as appropriate Land Disturbance Permits 
have been issued and approval granted.  

C.  Tree removal and replacement shall begin no later than one hundred eighty (180) days after 
issuance of the permit and shall be completed no later than two (2) years after the issuance of the 
permit. Except as provided in these regulations authorizing certain cut and fill activities. The Director 
may refuse to issue any permit for tree removal until the submission of all development plans and 
receipt of other evidence satisfactory to the Director that there is a reasonable certainty that the 
Development is imminent.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.13   Tree removal and landscaping compliance inspection. 

A.  Following the issuance of a Land Disturbance Permit for the development site, the Director shall 
from time to time inspect the site for the purpose of certifying compliance with the requirements of 
the tree removal. In the event of non-compliance, the Director may revoke or modify any City permit 
pertaining to the Development Activity for which the Land Disturbance Permit has been issued. No 
certificate of occupancy shall be issued until actual compliance is obtained.  

B.  If any required Land Disturbance Permit conditions have not been met within the time specified in 
the Land Disturbance Permit, and provided the Director has not granted a written extension, the City 
may use the cash or bond proceeds to insure that these conditions are met. The bond will have an 
expiration date no longer than one (1) year, and the proceeds will go to the City of Alpharetta Tree 
Replacement Fund.  

C.  After development is complete, the Director shall continue to make random inspections to insure that 
required trees and landscaping are maintained. Replacement shall be required or bond/letter of 
credit posted within thirty (30) days of notice by the Director should any of the tree(s) or landscaping 
die, be removed or be destroyed.  

D.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, a home builder's responsibility 
to replace a newly planted tree or trees shall terminate upon the issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy or at the end of the maintenance bond time frame, whichever is longer, provided that an 
inspection conducted immediately prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy confirms that 
the replanted tree or trees were planted properly as established in the ISA (International Society of 
Arboriculture) standards, and are healthy and free of pests and disease. Nothing in this Ordinance 
shall be deemed to eliminate any other obligation the homebuilder may have pursuant to any private 
agreement between the homebuilder and homeowner, or any restrictive covenants that are 
applicable to the property.  
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( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.14   Permit fee. 

The fee for review of a request for permits shall be $5.00. The fee for review of an application for a 
Land Disturbance Permit (which only applies to Development Activity and Grading Activity) shall be 
$50.00 per acre and a maximum of $500.00. These fees may be revised from time to time by resolution of 
the City Council, or delegated to the Director to be administratively established and revised from time to 
time.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.15   Enforcement, appeals and variances. 

A.  Enforcement. All requests for permits and all applications for tree removal shall initially be submitted 
to and reviewed by the City Arborist. The City Arborist shall be responsible for recommending to the 
Director the approval or denial of applications for Land Disturbance Permits.  

B.  Appeals.  

1.  Requests for appeal of any administrative decision shall first be addressed to the Director.  

2.  Written requests for appeal of any administrative decision are permitted and must be submitted 
to the Board of Zoning Appeals within ten (10) days after notice of such decision. Such written 
appeal shall be made in the form of a letter, which outlines the salient points upon which the 
appeal is based.  

3.  The Board of Zoning Appeals shall schedule a hearing as soon as reasonably practicable to 
consider the appeal, and shall issue a written decision within thirty (30) days of the hearing.  

4.  If the appeal concerns an administrative decision regarding Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality, 
Tree Groupings, or Boundary Trees it shall be the applicant's burden to demonstrate that 
reasonable alternatives have been considered in order to save said trees (as described herein). 
Documented evidence shall be filed by the applicant with the written request for appeal and 
shall include, but not be limited to the following:  

a.  Boundary survey showing topography, easements, creeks and other features of the 
property.  

b.  Two alternative development plans, which include the Specimen Tree(s), Trees of Quality, 
Groupings of Trees, or Boundary Trees.  

c.  An itemized estimate of additional costs associated with saving the trees.  

C.  Variance.  

1.  Written requests for a variance are permitted.  

2.  The Director shall have the authority to grant variances not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of 
the minimum or maximum standards of this Ordinance.  

3.  Variances that exceed twenty percent (20%) or variances that exceed the allowance of 
administrative variances shall be heard by the Board of Zoning Appeals.  

4.  Variances can be granted only in the case of extreme hardship or unusual circumstance. The 
factors to be taken into consideration by the Board may include the following, but shall not be 
solely economic:  

a.  The ease with which the applicant can alter or revise the proposed development or 
improvement to accommodate existing trees.  
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b.  The economic hardship that would be imposed upon the applicant were the variance 
denied.  

c.  The heightened desirability of preserving tree cover in densely developed or densely 
populated areas.  

d.  The need for visual screening in transitional zones or relief from glare, blight, commercial 
or industrial unsightliness or any other visual affront.  

e.  Whether the continued presence of the tree or trees is likely to cause danger to a person or 
property.  

f.  Whether the topography of the area in which the tree is located is of such a nature to be 
damaging or injurious to trees.  

g.  Whether the removal of the trees is for the purpose of thinning a heavily wooded area 
where some trees will remain.  

h.  Whether tree removal would have an adverse impact upon existing biological and 
ecological systems.  

i.  Whether tree removal would affect noise pollution by increasing source noise levels to such 
a degree that a public nuisance may be anticipated or a violation of the noise control 
ordinance will occur.  

j.  Whether the general health and life expectancy of the tree or trees warrant the measures 
necessary to prolong the life of the trees based upon accepted ISA practices.  

D.  Appeal from the Decisions of the Board of Appeals shall be by Writ of Certiorari to the Fulton 
Superior Court, and must be filed within thirty (30) days of the date of the Board's decision.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.16   Natural Resources Commission. 

The Mayor and each City Council member shall appoint one (1) member to a seven (7) member 
Natural Resources Commission.  

A.  The Natural Resources Commission shall give advice to the Council based on an annual re-
evaluation of experience under the Ordinance, provide leadership in the development of 
understanding of the objectives and methods of the tree program, and assist the Director in the 
development and maintenance of technical specifications and guidelines. In addition, the natural 
Resources Commission primary objectives shall be:  

1.  To promote the benefits of maintaining a healthy tree canopy for the City of Alpharetta;  

2.  To provide educational outreach activities for the purpose of informing the community 
about resource conservation, protection of the environment, and the maintenance of the 
city's natural amenities, in particular its trees;  

3.  To plan and organize Arbor Day and facilitate other events, activities, meetings and 
projects that support environmental awareness and education;  

4.  To encourage Alpharetta's citizens to take greater responsibility for improving their 
community through litter prevention, waste reduction, recycling, tree plantings and other, 
similar means.  

5.  To oversee the following:  

a.  Alpharetta's Tree Conservation, Landscape, and Buffer Ordinance.  

b.  Tree City USA designation.  

c.  Keep America Beautiful affiliation.  
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B.  The Natural Resources Commission shall assist the Arborist in producing and maintaining the 
Arborist Guidance Document, including the a list of proposed changes to the kinds and species 
of trees described in the Tree Planting List. Any such changes may be adopted and may be 
changed from time to time.  

C.  The Natural Resources Commission shall enlist technical advisors in the fields of land 
development, landscape architecture and horticulture or related professions.  

D.  The Natural Resources Commission shall have the power and authority to maintain the Tree 
City USA and Keep America Beautiful (KAB) certifications by:  

1.  Strengthening environmental outreach opportunities associated with the Tree City USA and 
KAB organizations by promoting community participation and acting as an advocate of tree 
and environmental conservation efforts;  

2.  Supporting the City's efforts through public/private partnerships;  

3.  Making recommendations for the enhancement of public outreach and education programs 
concerning environmental and tree related issues;  

4.  Developing and implementing a sustainable program for their environmental 
accomplishments; and  

5.  Providing regular updates to City Council regarding Natural Resources Commission 
activities.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

3.2.17   Penalties. 

Any person, firm, corporation, limited liability company, Responsible Party, or other entity found guilty 
of violating or knowingly assisting in the commission of a violation of this Section shall be subject to the 
penalties specified herein. Each day any violation of any provision of this Section shall occur and each 
day any violation shall continue shall constitute a separate offense of this Section.  

A.  A violation of this Section shall constitute a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to one 
thousand dollars per incident. Replacement plantings shall also be required. Penalties and 
fines, including replacement plantings must be satisfied within the timeline stated on the 
violation and/or stop work order. Appeals can be filed with the Board of Zoning Appeals.  

B.  In the event that a Specimen Tree is damaged or removed in violation of this Section on non 
"For-Sale" residential property or as part of a construction project, violators shall be subject to 
replace Specimen Trees with trees having a total density equal to eight (8) times the unit value 
of the tree removed with a minimum four-inch (4″) tree caliper. Furthermore, the location and 
extent of the tree's Critical Root Zone shall permanently remain in a pervious state with no 
structures or buildings placed on it. In the event that a Specimen Tree is damaged or removed 
in violation of this Section on a "For-Sale" residential property not in conjunction with a 
construction project, violators shall be subject to replace Specimen Trees with trees having a 
total density up to three (3) times the unit value of the tree removed. The city shall take into 
consideration the amount of trees that can be reasonably placed on the property in violation. If 
the DBH of the removed tree cannot be determined the measurement shall be taken at the 
upper most portion of the remaining stump.  

C.  In the event that a non-specimen tree, including Trees of Quality and Tree Groupings, is 
damaged or removed in violation of this Section, violators shall be subject to replacement 
plantings equal to one (1) times the DBH of the tree removed with a minimum two inch (2″) 
caliper trees. If the DBH of the removed tree cannot be determined the measurement shall be 
taken as stated in Section 3.2.17.B.  
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D.  In addition to A. and B., upon notice from the Director, work on any development that is being 
done contrary to the provisions of this Section shall immediately cease. The stop-work notice 
shall be in writing and shall go to the owner of the property, or to his agent, or to the person 
doing the work, and shall state the conditions under which work may be resumed. When an 
emergency exists, the Director shall not be required to give written notice prior to stopping the 
work. Further, in the event that work on any development is being done contrary to the 
provisions of this Section, the Director may revoke any permit pertaining to the development 
activity for which the Land Disturbance Permit has been issued and may refuse to issue any 
further permit until, at the discretion of the Director, the work on the development is brought into 
compliance with the provisions of this Section.  

( Ord. No. 739 , 5-1-2017)  

Footnotes:  

--- (1) ---  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 739 , adopted May 1, 2017, amended Section 3.2 in its entirety to read as 
herein set out. Former Section 3.2, Subsections 3.2.1—3.2.19, pertained to tree protection, and derived 
from the original codification.  
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

STAFF REPORT 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
SUBMITTED BY:  KATHI COOK 

DRAFTED BY:  MICHAEL WOODMAN 

 
I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: PH-18-13 UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE TEXT AMENDMENTS – WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

FACILITIES 

CITY COUNCIL:   NOVEMBER 5, 2018 

This item was heard at the October 12, 2018 Planning Commission meeting. A few people spoke on the item 
with concerns over . After discussion, the Planning Commission tabled the item. 
 
The item was removed from the table and heard by the Planning Commission at its November 1, 2018 meeting. 
Three (3) people representing the wireless telecommunications industry spoke on the item identifying possible 
conflicting language in the ordinance, as well as asking for greater flexibility in aesthetic standards. After 
discussion, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the item. Vote (6-0-1abstained) 

II. RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve PH-18-13 Unified Development Code Text Amendments – Wireless Telecommunications Facilities as it 
relates to small cell technology in the public right-of-way. 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Consideration of text amendments to Unified Development Code (UDC) Section 2.8 Wireless Telecommunications 
Facilities as it relates to small cell technology in the public right-of-way. The proposed text amendments are 
necessary to comply with changing State and Federal regulations, as well as to provide additional options for 
siting small cell technology in the public right-of-way. 

IV. ATTACHMENTS: 

 UDC Strike Through and Underline Edits 
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 2.8, “WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITIES,” OF THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA; TO PROVIDE FOR THE MODIFICATION, DELETION 
AND/OR ADDITION OF CERTAIN DEFINED TERMS RELATED TO WIRELESS 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE MODIFICATION, 
DELETION AND/OR ADDITION OF PROVISIONS RELATED TO WIRELESS 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES, INCLUDING PROVISIONS RELATED TO 
THE PLACEMENT OF SMALL WIRELESS FACILITIES IN PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-
WAY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Alpharetta (“City Council”) are charged 

with the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City of Alpharetta 
(“City”); and  
  

WHEREAS, the City Council deems it necessary to modify existing regulations governing 
the location, placement, and design of small wireless facilities within the City’s public rights-of-
way in order to encourage wireless broadband infrastructure investment and extend wireless 
communications coverage, increase data capacity and further enable the provision of wireless 
broadband services; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that aesthetic, cultural, and property values and the 

health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City are directly impacted by the number, type, 
design, visibility, and location of small wireless facilities attached to existing infrastructure located 
in the public rights-of-way of the City, and further finds that such interests of the City are further 
and more adversely impacted by the installation of new poles or other support structures within 
the public rights-of-way; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to modify existing requirements for applicants to 

obtain wireless telecommunications facility permits and existing regulations governing wireless 
telecommunications facilities, including the placement of small wireless facilities in the public 
rights-of-way of the City, in order to further enable the provision of personal wireless services and 
wireless broadband services, while preserving the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the 
City, including the aesthetic and historic nature of certain areas in the City; and 

 
WHEREAS, such new regulations are intended to promote the deployment of broadband 

services in the City by facilitating the orderly deployment of small wireless facilities in the public 
rights-of-way throughout the City in a manner that balances residents’ and businesses’ wireless 
communications and information service demands with the community’s health, safety and general 
welfare objectives, and which is consistent with federal and state law and regulations; and 

 
WHEREAS, such new regulations are further necessary for compliance with recent rules 

and regulations adopted by the Federal Communications Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to accomplish the foregoing and for other purposes, the City desires 

to amend the regulations set forth in Article II, Section 2.8, “Wireless Telecommunications 
Facilities,” of the Unified Development Code of the City of Alpharetta, Georgia (the “Unified 
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Development Code”) governing the location and siting of wireless telecommunications facilities, 
particularly including regulations set forth in Subsection 2.8.10 (titled “Wireless 
Telecommunications  Facilities in Public Rights-of-Way”) governing the placement of small 
wireless facilities in public rights-of-way; and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing has been properly advertised and conducted pursuant to the 

requirements of the Georgia Zoning Procedures Law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, The Council of the City of Alpharetta hereby ordains, as follows: 
 
Section 1:  Article II, Section 2.8 titled “Wireless Telecommunications Facilities,” of the 

Unified Development Code is hereby amended by revising same as set forth in Exhibit “A” 
attached hereto as if fully set forth herein; and 

 
Section 2: In the event that any section, subsection, or provision of this Ordinance is 

declared or adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional, such declaration or adjudication shall not 
affect the remaining provisions of this Ordinance, which shall remain in full force and effect as if 
such portion so declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional were not originally part of this 
Ordinance, even if the surviving parts of this Ordinance result in greater restrictions after any 
unconstitutional or invalid provisions are stricken; and  

 
Section 3: This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its adoption by the City 

Council and incorporated into The Unified Development Code of the City of Alpharetta, Georgia.  
This Ordinance hereby repeals any and all conflicting ordinances and amendments. 

 
SO ORDAINED this the ____________day of ________________________, 2018. 

 
CITY OF ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA 

 
 

 By:________________________________ 
Jim Gilvin, Mayor 

 
 
      COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
 
 

________________________________ 
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________________________________ 
       

 
________________________________ 

  
       

________________________________ 
 
      
      ________________________________ 
ATTEST: 
      
 
___________________________    
Coty Thigpen, City Clerk     
 
       
First Reading______________      
Second Reading_____________ 
 
Adopted____________________  

 
 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 

_____________________________ 
C. Sam Thomas, City Attorney 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EXHIBIT “A” 
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         Key to Identify Revisions:

      Additions – Underlined

      Deletions - Strikethrough

SECTION 2.8 - WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES 

2.8.1.   Purpose, intent and objectives.

The purpose of this Section is to reasonably regulate, to the extent permitted under Georgia and 
federal law, the installations, operations, collocations, modifications, replacements and removals of 
wireless telecommunications facilities in the City of Alpharetta, recognizing the benefits of wireless 
communications while reasonably protecting other important City interests, including the public health, 
safety and welfare, aesthetics and local property values. These regulations are intended to establish 
reasonable standards and requirements for the siting of wireless telecommunications facilities, including 
wireless towers, antennas and accessory equipment. It is the intent of these regulations to promote the 
health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the City of Alpharetta by establishing an orderly 
process for regulating the siting of wireless telecommunications facilities while balancing the need for 
adequate service levels. Therefore, the purposes of this Section are to establish standards for the safe 
provision of wireless communication services consistent with state and federal law; to minimize the 
adverse visual impact of wireless telecommunications facilities through proper design, site placement, 
height limitation and screening and thereby retain the residential and traditional character of the City and 
maintain property values; and to encourage the shared use of wireless telecommunications facilities. In 
furtherance of these purposes, the City shall give consideration to the Comprehensive Plan and Future 
Land Use Map, the Zoning Map, existing land uses, and environmental, residential, historic and other 
sensitive areas in approving the location and siting of wireless telecommunications facilities. 

It is the intent of this Section to address the aesthetic effect of wireless telecommunications facilities 
on landscapes in the City, the visual impact of wireless telecommunications facilities on surrounding 
property owners, citizens' demands for these services, and the needs of service providers to close 
significant coverage gaps in service coverageand provide greater capacity by implementing the following 
objectives: 

1.  Minimize the adversevisual and aesthetic effects of wireless telecommunications facilities 
through appropriate design, screening and location standards; 

2.  Promote the siting of wireless telecommunications facilities in a manner such that potential 
adverse effects to the City and its residents are minimal in order to insure harmony and 
compatibility with surrounding land uses; 

3.  Promote the location of wireless telecommunications facilities in areas where the adverse 
impact on the community is minimal; 

4.  Promote the installation of wireless telecommunications facilities at locations where other such 
facilities already exist; and 

5.  Promote the location and collocation of wireless communication equipment on existing 
structures thereby minimizing new visual, aesthetic, and public safety impacts. 

Pursuant to federal and state law, including Section 704(a) of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 
1996, it is not the intent of this section to: 
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1.  Prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting the provision of personal wireless services in the City of 
Alpharetta; 

2.  Unreasonably discriminate among providers of functionally equivalent wireless communication 
services; 

3.  Regulate the placement, construction or modification of wireless telecommunications facilities 
on the basis of environmental effects of radio frequency ("RF") emissions where it is 
demonstrated that the wireless telecommunications facility complies or will comply with the 
applicable FCC regulations; 

4.  Prohibit, effectively prohibit or unreasonably delay collocations or modifications to existing 
wireless telecommunications facilities that the City is required to approve pursuant to federal 
and state law; or 

5.  Require the location or siting of wireless telecommunications facilities on City-owned public 
property. 

( Ord. No. 715 , § 6(Exh. A), 9-28-2015) 

2.8.2   Applicability.

The provisions of this Section 2.8 shall apply to all applications to install, place, site, locate, collocate 
or modify any new or existing wireless telecommunications facility within the City. The provisions of this 
Section 2.8 are in addition to, and do not replace, any obligations a wireless telecommunications facility 
permit holder may have under any other permits issued by the City. Notwithstanding any other provision 
herein to the contrary, no wireless telecommunications facility may be installed, sited, located, collocated 
or modified within the public rights-of-way of the City except in accordance with Section 2.8.10 (Wireless 
Telecommunications Facilities in Public Rights-of-Way). Further, except as expressly set forth in Section 
2.8.10 regarding public rights-of-way, no person shall install, place, site, locate, or collocate a wireless 
telecommunications facility on any property, building or structure owned by the City without the City's 
separate and distinct agreement and conveyance of a property interest, such as an easement or license, 
to such party authorizing such use. Subject to the foregoing, the installation, placement, siting, location, or 
collocation of a wireless telecommunications facility on a City-owned property other than public right-of-
way shall be exempt from regulation under this Section. 

( Ord. No. 715 , § 6(Exh. A), 9-28-2015) 

2.8.3   Definitions.

A.  Defined terms. When used in this Section, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following 
terms shall have the meanings set forth below: 

Accessory Equipment. Any equipment serving or being used in conjunction with a wireless 
telecommunications facility, including, without limitation, utility equipment, power meters, power supplies, 
generators, batteries, cables, control boxes, and equipment cabinets, but excluding antennas, antenna 
arrays, antenna attachment devices, equipment shelters, storage sheds, antenna support structures and 
alternative support structures. 

Amateur Radio Antenna. A radio communication facility operated for non-commercial purposes by a 
FCC-licensed amateur radio operator. The term "amateur radio antenna" shall include the antenna, 
electronic system and the structure it is affixed to for primary support. 

Antenna. An apparatus, device or system of electrical conductors that transmits and/or receives 
electromagnetic waves, radio or other wireless signals used in the provision of all types of wireless 
communication services. Where the context permits, use of the term 'antenna' shall also refer to the 
antenna concealment enclosure when such concealment enclosure is required by the applicable design 
standards. 
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Antenna Array. A set of antennas and associated mounting hardware having transmission and/or 
reception elements extending in more than one direction or other similar appurtenances, which share a 
common attachment device such as a mounting frame or mounting support. 

Antenna Attachment Device. Any pole, mount or device which attaches an antenna(s) or antenna 
array(s) to the roof or side of an existing building or other alternative support structure, such as an 
electrical transmission tower, light structure, utility pole, or other similar existing structure. Also referred to 
herein as a 'mount'. 

Antenna, Whip. A slim, vertically-oriented, omni-directional antenna. 

Attached Wireless Telecommunications Facility or Attached WTF. An antenna or antenna array that 
is attached to an existing building, electrical transmission tower, light structure, utility pole or other 
alternative support structure with an antenna attachment device, together with accessory equipment, 
mounted on the roof of or within the subject building, to or within the structure or pole, or on or under the 
ground proximate to the subject building, structure or pole, as applicable. Attached WTF's for which an 
existing building serves as the alternative support structure are: 

(1)  "Roof-mounted wireless telecommunications facility" - antenna(s) attached with antenna 
attachment device(s) to the roof of an existing building; and 

(2)  "Building-mounted wireless telecommunications facility" - antenna(s) mounted on the side of an 
existing building. 

Base station. A station at a specific site authorized to communicate with mobile stations, generally 
consisting of radio transceivers, antennas, coaxial cables, power supplies and other associated 
electronics. 

Broadband services. A fixed or mobile wireless terrestrial service that consists of the capability to 
transmit at a rate of not less than 25 megabits per second in the downstream direction and at least 3 
megabits per second in the upstream direction to end users and in combination with such service 
provides: (a) access to the Internet; or (b) computer processing, information storage, or protocol 
conversion.

Building-Concealed Wireless Telecommunications Facility. An attached wireless telecommunications 
facility designed and constructed as an existing architectural feature of an existing building in a manner 
such that the WTF is not discernible from the remainder of the building and is completely enclosed within 
the architectural feature. Building-Concealed WTF's function as replacements of existing architectural 
features of a building that extend vertically above the roof of the building in order to position antennas at a 
greater height. Building architectural features employed as building-concealed WTF's include, but are not 
limited to steeples, church spires, clock towers, bell towers and cupolas. The term "building-concealed 
wireless telecommunications facility" does not include in-building antennas and other wireless 
transmission equipment that are exempt from the permitting requirements of this Section pursuant to 
Subsection 2.8.8(C) hereof. 

Cell on Wheels or COW. A portable self-contained wireless telecommunications facility that can be 
moved to a location and set up to provide wireless communication services on a temporary or emergency 
basis. A COW is normally vehicle-mounted and contains a telescoping boom as the antenna support 
structure. 

Collocation. The placement or installation of new wireless transmission equipment on a previously 
approved and constructed wireless tower or support structure on which there is an existing antenna in a 
manner that negates the need to construct a new freestanding support structure. 

Concealed. The classification of a wireless telecommunications facility that is disguised, hidden, 
integrated as or as part of an existing or proposed structure, or placed and enclosed within an existing or 
proposed structure, and camouflaged and designed to be aesthetically compatible with existing and 
proposed building(s), structures, uses, and other site features, including natural and architectural 
features, located on the site and nearby properties, such that it is not readily identifiable as a wireless 
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telecommunication facility by a casual observer, its presence is not apparent to a casual observer, or it is 
otherwise minimally visible to the casual observer in accordance with such other prescribed standard of 
visibility. A concealed WTF (i) is integrated as an architectural feature of an existing building such as a 
cupola; (ii) uses a design which mimics and is consistent with nearby natural, architectural or site features 
and is integrated as such a feature, such as a flagpole; or (iii) is attached to and, through the use of 
concealment techniques, is incorporated as part of an existing non-tower structure, such as utility poles or 
light structures. "Concealed" also refers to the effective employment of the foregoing design techniques in 
such a manner as to render a wireless telecommunications facility, or certain components or aspects 
thereof, minimally visible to the casual observer pursuant to a prescribed standard of visibility. The 
standard of visibility of a concealed WTF may be further prescribed by other guidelines, standards and 
regulations applicable to the subject type of WTF. 

Coverage, Service. The geographic area reached by an individual wireless telecommunications 
facility. 

DAS Hub. An equipment shelter containing accessory equipment utilized in the deployment and 
operation of wireless DAS receive/transmit infrastructure that is located elsewhere, but which typically 
does not have any DAS antennas located at such site. 

Distributed Antenna System or DAS. A network of one or more antennas and related fiber optic 
nodes typically mounted to existing or proposed non-tower structures, such as utility poles or light 
structures. A DAS system typically consists of: (1) a number of remote communications nodes deployed 
throughout a certain coverage area, each including at least one antenna for transmission and reception; 
(2) a high capacity signal transport medium (typically fiber optic cable) connecting each node to a central 
communications hub site (DAS hub); and (3) radio transceivers located at the hub site, rather than at 
each individual node (as is the case for small cells) to process or control the communications signals 
transmitted and received through the antennas. A DAS installation may be considered an attached WTF 
or concealed freestanding support structure for purposes of these regulations. 

Electrical Transmission Tower. An electrical transmission tower used to support high voltage (110-kV 
and above) overhead electrical transmission lines. 

Equipment cabinet. A cabinet, enclosure, pedestal, or other similar fixture that is used in association 
with a WTF to house or contain accessory equipment necessary for the transmission or reception of 
wireless communication signals. Also referred to as "equipment enclosure." 

Equipment compound. A fenced area surrounding equipment shelters, equipment cabinets, storage 
sheds, and other ground-mounted wireless transmission equipment, and, if applicable, the framework (or 
base) of a wireless tower or stealth tower. 

Equipment shelter. A small building, shed or similar structure that that is used in association with a 
WTF to shelter, store or house equipment cabinets and accessory equipment necessary for the 
transmission or reception of wireless communication signals. 

FCC. The Federal Communications Commission. 

Flush-mounted. The attachment of an antenna, equipment cabinet or other accessory equipment to 
the exterior (side) of an antenna support structure or alternative support structure (e.g., building, utility 
pole, or light structure) in a manner such that there is no visual separation between the support structure 
and wireless transmission equipment at the point of attachment or such that the wireless transmission 
equipment remains in close proximity, abreast and generally parallel to the exterior surface of the support 
structure, as applicable. Where a maximum distance related to such mounting is given, such distance 
shall be measured from the existing appurtenant edge of the antenna support structure or alternative 
support structure to the outside edge of the antenna or accessory equipment, as applicable. Unless 
otherwise prescribed, where no distance related to the flush-mounting of accessory equipment is given or 
where flush-mounting is required to be provided such that there is no visual horizontal separation, the 
accessory equipment or antenna, as applicable, shall appear to a casual observer to be in direct contact 
with the exterior surface of the support structure. When an antenna housed within an antenna 
concealment enclosure is expressly allowed to be flush-mounted to the top of a utility pole, light standard, 
or similar structure, there shall be no vertical separation between the utility pole and antenna 
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concealment enclosure at the point of attachment, and the circumference of the antenna concealment 
enclosure shall be consistent with the subject structure's circumference at the point of attachment. 

Geographic Search Area (GSA). A geographic area designated by a wireless carrier as the area 
within which to locate a new wireless telecommunications facility, produced in accordance with generally 
accepted principles of wireless telecommunications or radio frequency engineering. 

Modification or modify. The improvement, upgrade, expansion, or replacement of existing wireless 
telecommunications facilities, including the installation or replacement of wireless transmission equipment 
associated with an existing wireless telecommunications facility. 

Monopole. A cylindrical, self-supporting (i.e., not supported by guy wires) wireless tower constructed 
of a single spire. 

OTARD antennas. Antennas covered by the "Over-the-Air Reception Devices" rule in 47 C.F.R. § 
1.4000 et seq. as may be amended or replaced from time to time. 

Propagation Study. A computer simulated model of how a wireless telecommunications facility 
should perform as part of a network or system. It gives an idea of the service coverage, dead-spots and 
performance of a proposed wireless telecommunications facility for planning purposes, as well as existing 
facilities for diagnostic and planning purposes. 

Public Right-of-Way. A strip of land over which the City or the State has designated a right of use as 
a street, road, public thoroughfare or sidewalk for vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic. 

Radio Frequency Engineer. An engineer with specialized training and/or experience in (i) the 
analysis and development of wireless telecommunications facilities and networks and (ii) electrical or 
microwave engineering, especially the study of radio frequencies. 

Radome. A visually-opaque, radio frequency transparent enclosure which may contain one or more 
antennas, cables, and related accessory equipment therein. 

Repeater. A low power, mobile radio service wireless telecommunication facility used to extend 
service coverage of cell areas to areas not covered by the originating facility. 

Residential. Pertaining to the use of land, means premises such as homes, townhomes, patio 
homes, duplexes, condominiums and apartment complexes, which contain habitable rooms for 
occupancy as a residence and which are designed primarily for living, sleeping, cooking, and eating 
therein. 

Scenic View. A wide angle or panoramic field of sight or open space vista that may include natural 
and/or manmade structures and activities. A scenic view may be from a stationary viewpoint or be seen 
as one travels along a roadway, waterway, or path. A scenic view may be to a far-away object, such as a 
mountain, or a nearby object, or as part of an open space vista. 

Screening or [to] screen. The use of design, existing buildings and structures, existing and proposed 
vegetation, foliage, and landscaping, existing and proposed man-made or natural site features, and color 
to obscure a wireless telecommunications facility. 

Siting or [to] site. The method and form of placement of a wireless telecommunications facility on a 
specific area of a property. 

Small Cell Wireless Facility. A miniaturized, low power mobile radio service wireless 
telecommunication facility used to provide targeted capacity or service coverage. Small cell facilities are 
often employed to provide increased capacity in high call-demand areas or to improve service coverage 
to weak areas. Small cell facilities can consist of one or more radio transceivers, antennas, coaxial cable, 
power supply, and other associated electronics. Often, this type of wireless telecommunication facility will 
have all of the components, except for the coaxial cables and antennas, gathered in a self-contained 
protective housing, or attached separately to a support structure or alternative support structure. Small 
cell facilities are generally made up of an equipment enclosure and antenna, and are often attached to an 
existing structure. 
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Stealth Tower. A freestanding antenna support structure, together with attached wireless 
transmission equipment, designed with camouflaging methods that render the wireless 
telecommunications facility more visually appealing and compatible with the surrounding area and blend 
the wireless telecommunications facility into an existing visual backdrop. Through the use of structural 
designs and other camouflaging techniques that are compatible with the natural setting and surrounding 
structures, stealth towers, such as monopines (or other man-made trees) and unipoles (or slick sticks), 
are designed to blend into an existing visual backdrop and render the wireless telecommunications facility 
more visually appealing so as to make the facility less recognizable to the casual observer and reduce or 
mitigate the facility's potential adverse visual impacts on the surrounding area. 

Structure, Historic. A building or structure which has been formally designated as a historic property, 
building or structure as designated by the Georgia Historic Preservation Division of the Department of 
Natural Resources, the United States Department of the Interior, or the City Council, or which has 
sufficient historic merit so as to be listed as a contributing historic building on the City's Historic 
Resources Inventory. 

Support Structure. Any structure on which one or more antennas may be mounted. The term 
'support structure' is inclusive of 'alternative support structure' and 'antenna support structure'. 

Support Structure, Alternative. An existing structure that is not primarily constructed or designed for 
the purpose of supporting antennas, but on which one or more antennas may be mounted. Alternative 
support structures include, but are not limited to, buildings (which may serve as alternative support 
structures for roof-mounted WTF's, building-mounted WTF's, and building-concealed WTF's), utility poles, 
light structures, and electrical transmission towers. Alternative support structures have a primary, obvious 
function other than that of a WTF, and may be concealed or non-concealed. 

Support Structure, Antenna. A structure constructed and designed to support antenna(s), antenna 
array(s), and certain accessory equipment for the primary purpose of accommodating antennas at a 
desired height, such as a wireless tower, stealth tower or concealed freestanding support structure. 

Support Structure, Concealed Freestanding. A clock tower, campanile, freestanding steeple, or other 
similarly designed freestanding support structure that conceals antennas as an architectural feature, or an 
alternatively designed freestanding antenna support structure that mimics or also serves as a common 
site feature, such as a flagpole or light structure, and in which the antenna, and the accessory equipment, 
are completely hidden from view. Concealed freestanding support structures designed as flagpoles or 
light standards are referred to herein as "faux flagpoles" or "faux light standards", respectively. Concealed 
freestanding support structures are designed to be aesthetically compatible with existing uses, 
building(s), and site features located on the site and nearby properties, such that they are not identifiable 
or recognizable to the casual observer as a wireless telecommunication facility in order to substantially 
reduce the facility's potential adverse visual impacts on the surrounding areas. Antenna support 
structures utilizing concealment elements but which are obviously not such a natural, architectural or site 
feature so as to render it unidentifiable or unrecognizable as a WTF to the casual observer, such as 
monopines, slick sticks and other stealth towers, are not 'concealed freestanding support structures.;' , 
provided, however, a unipole or slick-stick that is substantially similar in size, height, diameter and color  
as utility poles, light poles or other similar site features on the site and nearby properties,

Tower, Guy. A wireless tower supported, in whole or in part, by guy wires and ground anchors. 

Tower, Lattice. A guyed or self-supporting open frame wireless tower that has three (3) or four (4) 
sides. 

Unipole. A uniformly tapered pole with one or more antennas and associated equipment and cables 
contained within the interior of the pole, and with a radome located at the top of the pole being the same 
width as the pole at the point of attachment. 

Utility Pole. An existing pole or structure owned or operated and in active use by a public utility, 
electric membership corporation or electric cooperative that is specifically designed and used to carry 
lines, cables, or wires for electricity, telephone, or cable television. A "utility pole" does not include street 
light or light structures, light poles, lamp posts, and other structures primarily designed and used to 
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provide lighting. "Utility pole" includes electrical transmission structures or poles used to support lower 
voltage overhead electrical transmission lines, but does not include "electrical transmission towers." 

Wireless Carrier or Carrier. An entity that provides 'personal wireless services' as defined in 47 
U.S.C. §332. 

Wireless Communications Services. Wireless radio, data and/or telecommunications services, 
including cellular, telephone, television, microwave, analog, and digital services, 'personal wireless 
services' as defined in 47 U.S.C. §332, personal communication services, wireless broadband services 
provided to the public or to such classes of users as to be effectively available directly to the public via 
licensed or unlicensed frequencies, wireless information services provided to the public or to such classes 
of users as to be effectively available directly to the public via licensed or unlicensed frequencies, 
wireless utility monitoring and control services, and any other FCC licensed or authorized 
communications service transmitted over frequencies in the electromagnetic spectrum. 

Wireless Telecommunications Facility or WTF. Any facility designed or intended to be used for 
transmitting or receiving electromagnetic waves, radio or other wireless signals or to otherwise provide 
wireless communications services, and usually consisting of wireless transmission equipment, including 
antenna(s) and accessory equipment, mounted to or supported by a wireless tower, antenna support 
structure, or alternative support structure. The following nonexclusive list shall be considered a wireless 
telecommunications facility: new, existing, and replacement wireless towers or other antenna support 
structures, wireless transmission equipment collocated on existing wireless towers or support structures, 
and attached wireless telecommunications facilities, and small wireless facilities.  Also referred to herein 
as a “wireless facility.”

Wireless Tower. A freestanding antenna support structure that is designed and constructed for the 
sole or primary purpose of supporting one or more antennas, antenna array(s), and other wireless 
transmission equipment, including non-concealed wireless towers, such as lattice towers, guy towers and 
monopoles, and stealth towers. The term includes, without limitation, tower structures that are constructed 
to provide wireless communications services, radio and television transmission towers, microwave 
towers, common carrier towers, cellular (cell) and digital telephone towers and the like. 

Wireless Transmission Equipment. The set of equipment and network components, including 
antennas, antenna arrays, transmitters, receivers, base stations, power supplies, antenna attachment 
devices, mounts, cabling, equipment cabinets, other accessory equipment, and equipment shelters, used 
in connection with a support structure or antenna to provide wireless communication services, but 
exclusive of the underlying wireless tower, antenna support structure or alternative support structure. 

B.  Construction of Certain Words and Phrases. For the purposes of this Section 2.8, the following rules 
shall govern the construction of the respective words and phrases used herein: 

1.  Measurement of Height. Unless otherwise expressly provided in this Section 2.8, height shall be 
measured as follows: 

a.  Antenna Support Structure: The height of an antenna support structure (i.e., wireless 
tower, stealth tower or concealed freestanding support structure) shall be measured as the 
vertical distance from the average finished grade adjacent to the perimeter of the base of 
[the] antenna support structure to the highest point of the antenna support structure, 
including any antenna or other wireless transmission equipment mounted thereto. 

b.  Alternative Support Structure: The height of an alternative support structure other than a 
building (i.e., utility pole, light structure or electrical transmission tower) shall be measured 
as the vertical distance from the adjacent finished grade to the highest point of the 
alternative support structure, including any antenna or other wireless transmission 
equipment mounted thereto. 

c.  Building: The height of a building shall be measured in the same manner as provided for 
"Building Height" in Section 1.4.2 of the UDC. 

d.  Roof-Mounted Wireless Telecommunications Facility: The height of a roof-mounted WTF 
shall be measured as the vertical distance from the existing roof surface of the building (at 
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the location where the antenna attachment device or mount is affixed) to the highest point 
of the roof-mounted wireless telecommunications facility, including any antenna positioned 
for operation. The height of accessory equipment, new architectural features, concealment 
enclosures or other approved screening features installed on the roof in association with 
the WTF shall be measured as the vertical distance from the existing roof surface of the 
building (at or below the location where such accessory equipment or screening features 
are affixed) to the highest point of such equipment or screening feature. 

e.  Ground-Mounted Equipment Cabinets: The height of a ground-mounted equipment cabinet 
shall be measured as the vertical distance from the adjacent finished grade to the highest 
point of the equipment cabinet or related concealment enclosure. 

2.  Measurement of Volume. Volume is a measure of the exterior displacement, not the interior 
volume of the enclosures. The measurements used to calculate the volume of an imaginary 
enclosure shall be based on the dimensions of rectangular cubes within which the antenna and 
its mount fit. 

3.  Visibility. Unless otherwise expressly provided in this Section 2.8, the visibility of a wireless 
telecommunications facility or wireless transmission equipment is based on the viewpoint of a 
casual observer, who is a person of ordinary sensibilities and intelligence, at ground level from 
the locations specified within this Section. A wireless telecommunications facility (or wireless 
transmission equipment) is "visible" when its location or the manner in which it is sited is such 
that it is likely to be seen by a casual observer or its size, height, shape, color or material 
contrasts with other objects or features in the surrounding setting such that it is likely to be seen 
by a casual observer. A wireless telecommunications facility (or wireless transmission 
equipment) is "plainly visible" when same stands out as an obvious or noticeable feature within 
its setting. A wireless telecommunications facility is "identifiable" when it is likely to be seen and 
recognized by a casual observer as a wireless telecommunications facility or something other 
than the structure or feature that it is designed to mimic. 

4.  Adjacent Property. An "adjacent property" shall refer to other properties that are contiguous to 
the subject property or which are only separated from the subject property by right-of-way. 

5.  DAS and Small Cell Facilities. References to DAS, small cell facilities or small wireless 
technologies, or to antennas, repeaters, equipment cabinets/pedestals, and other accessory 
equipment associated therewith, are intended to refer to wireless telecommunications facilities 
or wireless transmission equipment that are physically much smaller and less visible and can be 
placed at much lower elevations than macrocell antennas and accessory equipment, such that 
they can be more easily deployed with concealment enclosures and other concealment 
elements that blend with the non-tower support structure on or within which they are installed. 
The use of the terms "DAS", "small cell facility", or "small wireless technologies" herein is for the 
purpose of generally describing in prevailing industry terminology the type of wireless 
transmission equipment (in terms of its size, scale, design and feasibility for location on 
alternative support structures or concealed freestanding support structures) that is allowed for 
the subject type of wireless telecommunications facility. Such terms are used for the purpose of 
regulating the design standards of wireless telecommunications facilities in order to limit the 
aesthetic impact of such facilities. The use of such terms is not intended to regulate the 
technological or operational aspects of wireless transmission equipment. 

( Ord. No. 715 , § 6(Exh. A), 9-28-2015) 

2.8.4   Permits and applications.

A.  Wireless Telecommunications Facility Permit Required. No wireless telecommunications facility shall 
be installed, placed, sited, located, collocated or modified without the issuance of a permit from the 
City in accordance with the provisions hereof, subject to certain exemptions set forth herein (a permit 
to install, place, site, locate, collocate or modify a wireless telecommunications facility, whether an 
administrative permit or a conditional use permit, is also referred to herein as a "WTF permit"). A 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=737227&datasource=ordbank
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WTF permit shall be required for each wireless telecommunications facility installation site. The 
complete removal of a wireless telecommunications facility shall not require a permit under this 
Section; however, removal must be performed in strict compliance with this Section and other 
applicable law. 

1.  Administrative Permits. Applications requesting administrative approval to install, place, site, 
locate, collocate or modify a wireless telecommunications facility shall be subject to the 
approval of the Director or his/her designee, as further set forth herein. Subject to compliance 
with the regulations provided herein, the following types of wireless telecommunications 
facilities are authorized by administrative permit: 

a.  Concealed Attached Wireless Telecommunications Facilities; 

(i)  Concealed Roof-Mounted WTF's; 

(ii)  Concealed Building-Mounted WTF's; 

(iii)  Building-Concealed WTF's; 

(iv)  Concealed Attached WTF's Mounted to Utility Poles; and 

(v)  Concealed Attached WTF's Mounted to Light Structures; 

b.  Attached WTF's Mounted to Electrical Transmission Towers; and 

c.  Concealed Freestanding Support Structures. 

2.  Conditional Use Permits. Unless authorized by administrative permit or expressly exempted 
from the WTF permit requirement, all other applications to install, place, site, locate, collocate or 
modify a wireless telecommunications facility shall be subject to the approval of a conditional 
use permit by the City Council, as further set forth herein. 

B.  Pre-Application Review. Prior to the submission of an application for a WTF permit, a person seeking 
to install or locate a new wireless telecommunications facility shall is strongly encouraged to have a 
voluntary pre-application meeting with the Director, or his/her designee, to review preliminary 
documents and graphic exhibits of the proposed WTF and discuss the application, location and 
design requirements for the proposed WTF. The primary purposes of the review are to streamline 
applications and reduce site plan and design revisions, as well as the multiple reviews associated 
therewith. 

C.  Application for Wireless Telecommunications Facility Permit. Any person desiring to obtain a permit 
to install, place, site, locate, collocate or modify a wireless telecommunications facility shall make 
application to the Community Development Department. All applications for a WTF permit shall be 
reviewed by the Community Development Department. The submittal of an application for a WTF 
permit does not authorize the installation, location, collocation, modification or operation of the 
wireless telecommunication facility. 

D.  Application Contents. An application to install, site, locate, collocate or modify a wireless 
communication facility shall be made on a form(s) prepared by the Community Development 
Department. The Community Development Director is authorized to prepare application forms, and 
may develop application forms that distinguish between different types of wireless 
telecommunications facilities, installations, collocations and modifications in order to streamline the 
processing of certain applications and to comply with legal requirements. An applicant for a wireless 
telecommunications facility permit (or such other approvals required herein) shall include such 
information and documents required by the subject application form, which shall generally include, 
but not be limited to, the information the City Council requires for a planning and zoning decision, as 
well as the following: 

1.  Project Description: A written project description for the proposed wireless telecommunications 
facility that includes, but is not limited to, a general description of the existing land use setting, 
existing site features, the type of WTF proposed, visibility from public rights-of-way and 
properties with 'For-Sale' dwelling uses, concealment elements and other design features, on 
and off-site access, landscaping, and other components of the facility; the project description 
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shall also provide the additional authorizations required for the installation, collocation or 
modification, and describe the steps that applicant has taken to comply with this Section; 

2.  Written Narrative: A written and technically accurate and reliable narrative that explains the 
nature of the permit sought (new installation, collocation, or modification of an existing WTF) 
and that further states whether the applicant believes (and the basis therefor) that the WTF is 
subject to: (a) the provisions of 47 U.S.C. section 332(c)(7), and if so, who the entity is that will 
be providing personal wireless services; (b) O.C.G.A. § 36-66B-1, et seq. (the BILD Act), and if 
so, why its proposal fits each and every criteria set forth therein; and/or (c) 47 U.S.C. § 1455(a), 
and if so, why its proposal fits each and every criteria for a Section 6409(a) modification set 
forth in Section 2.8.9 hereof; 

3.  Property Owner Authorization: A letter of authorization from the property owner(s), including, to 
the extent allowed by law, the owner of any existing support structure for any proposed attached 
WTF or collocation, that demonstrates knowledge and acceptance of the applicant's proposed 
wireless telecommunications facility and use on the subject property; 

4.  WTF Owner/Operator and Wireless Provider/Carrier: The name of the respective parties that 
will own, operate and be responsible for the maintenance of the proposed WTF and the name of 
the wireless provider and/or carrier that such WTF will serve; 

5.  Photo Simulations and Visual Impact Analysis: (a) Photo simulations of the WTF, which show 
the proposed facility from at least four (4) directions within the surrounding area and depict the 
visibility of WTF from public right-of-way and other properties zoned or used for 'For-Sale' 
dwelling use (the photo simulations shall include "before" and "after" renderings of the site, its 
surroundings, the proposed WTF and antennas at maximum height, and any other structures, 
vegetation, or topography that will conceal or screen the proposed WTF from visibility), (b) 
detailed drawings or renderings of the proposed WTF, which further provide the manner in 
which the proposed facility will be enclosed, camouflaged, screened, and/or obscured to meet 
the visibility requirements set forth herein, and (c) such other visual information, as necessary, 
to determine the visual impact of the proposed wireless telecommunications facility on the 
existing setting or to determine compliance with design standards established herein; 

6.  Site Plan and Design Specifications. Written explanation, drawings and scaled site plan 
providing the following: 

a.  Description of the WTF's components and design (including dimensions, colors, and 
materials), including accessory equipment, equipment cabinets, and the number, direction, 
and type of antennas; 

b.  The location and dimensions of the entire site area and the exact location of the support 
structure, ground-mounted wireless transmission equipment and equipment compound (if 
applicable) with proposed setbacks, buffers, access road improvements, and any proposed 
landscaping or other development or site features; 

c.  Front, side, and rear elevation plans showing the proposed WTF, including the support 
structure, antennas, accessory equipment, and all ground-mounted wireless transmission 
equipment; 

d.  Manufacturer specifications, schematics, renderings, and illustrations of the proposed 
design of the WTF, including, but not limited to, samples of colors and materials of any 
proposed concealment elements; and 

e.  Land uses and zoning designations or adjacent properties; 

7.  Certification from a professional civil and/or structural engineer (licensed in the State of 
Georgia) that the proposed antenna attachment device, antenna support structure and/or 
alternative support structure meet the applicable design standards for wind loads and have 
structural integrity to accommodate the proposed use; 

8.  Such additional information necessary for review to confirm compliance with the design 
requirements set forth herein, as reasonably determined and requested by the Director; and 
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9.  Payment of the application and review fee as established from time to time by resolution of the 
City Council or, to the extent authorized, by the Director. 

E.  Appeals. Notwithstanding any other provision of the UDC or City Code to the contrary, appeals of 
administrative decisions or determinations of the Director regarding wireless telecommunications 
facilities, including denials of WTF permits and alleged errors in the enforcement or interpretation of 
the meaning of the provisions of this Section 2.8, shall not be taken to or heard by the Board of 
Appeals. The appeal of a written administrative decision of the Director, including the denial of a 
WTF permit, may be appealed to the City Council. Any such appeal must be filed with the Director 
within fifteen (15) days of the date of the written decision being appealed. Failure to timely file such 
appeal shall render the decision as a final decision. The decision of the City Council in regard to a 
timely-filed appeal, as well as all other decisions of the City Council pursuant to this Section 2.8, 
shall be final. The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to any request to locate a wireless 
telecommunications facility within or upon public right-of-way in the City or any decision related 
thereto. 

( Ord. No. 715 , § 6(Exh. A), 9-28-2015) 

2.8.5   General regulations applicable to wireless telecommunications facilities.

The regulations set forth in this Subsection apply to all wireless telecommunications facilities; 
provided, however, to the extent additional, conflicting or more detailed requirements are provided for 
specific types of wireless telecommunication facility in other subsections of this Section 2.8, such specific 
requirements and design standards shall govern. 

A.  The wireless telecommunications facility shall comply with all applicable federal, state and local 
laws, statutes, regulations rules and ordinances, including, but not limited to, building and safety 
codes. Wireless telecommunications facilities which have become unsafe or dilapidated shall be 
repaired or removed pursuant to applicable state and local statutes and ordinances. 

B.  Wireless telecommunications facilities shall not be artificially lighted except as follows: 

1.  When required by the FCC or Federal Aviation Administration (FAA); 

2.  Where such lighting currently exists on an alternative support structure, such as a light 
structure or utility pole; 

3.  Where such lighting is required to assure human safety or protect the public health, safety 
or welfare as required or approved by the Director of Community Development or City 
Council, as applicable; or 

4.  Where such lighting is approved as part of the design for a concealed attached WTF or 
concealed freestanding support structure, such as a faux light structure. 

C.  Wireless telecommunications facilities shall be designed and constructed to ensure that the 
structural failure or collapse of the antenna support structure or antenna attachment device will 
not create a safety hazard to adjoining properties, according to applicable Federal regulations 
and standards which may be amended from time to time. 

D.  Wireless telecommunications facilities shall not contain any signs for the purpose of commercial 
advertising; provided however, signs necessary to identify site identification or ASR (antenna 
structure registration) number, the owner, the party responsible for the operation and 
maintenance (including address and telephone number), to warn of danger, and to comply with 
applicable federal regulations are permitted. Such signage shall be limited to the smallest face 
area possible to be visible and legible at ground level. 

E.  A wireless telecommunications facility, including any antenna or antenna array, that ceases 
operation for a period of twelve (12) consecutive months shall be determined to have been 
abandoned and shall be removed within ninety (90) days of such abandonment at the property 
owner's expense. It shall be the duty of both the property owner and the owner of the wireless 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=737227&datasource=ordbank
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telecommunications facility to notify the City in writing of any intent to abandon the use of the 
facility. 

F.  A wireless telecommunications facility, including the antenna support structure, alternative 
support structure, and/or antenna attachment device, shall meet the applicable design 
standards for wind loads and have sufficient structural integrity to accommodate the proposed 
use, as certified by a professional engineer (licensed in the State of Georgia). 

G.  Wireless telecommunications facilities shall not be located in a 100-year flood plain or 
delineated wetlands. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a wireless telecommunications facility may 
be located in the 100-year floodplain if all accessory equipment can be located above the 100-
year flood level, subject to such wireless telecommunications facility's compliance with any and 
all other City ordinances, regulations and/or rules related to floodplain management, flood 
damage prevention, and flood hazard reduction. 

( Ord. No. 715 , § 6(Exh. A), 9-28-2015) 

2.8.6   Regulations for wireless telecommunications facilities authorized by administrative 
permit.

The guidelines, standards and regulations set forth in this Subsection regulate the location, siting, 
and design of wireless telecommunications facilities authorized by administrative permit. This Subsection 
shall not apply to any request to locate a wireless telecommunications facility within or upon public right-
of-way in the City, including, but not limited to, any request to install, place, site, or locate an attached 
wireless telecommunications facility on any electrical transmission tower, utility pole or light structure 
located within or upon any public right-of-way in the City. 

A.  General Guidelines and Considerations for WTF's Authorized by Administrative Permit. 

1.  Compatibility with the Existing Setting; Aesthetics; Visibility. To ensure the compatibility 
with surrounding properties and to protect the aesthetics and character of the City, 
particularly districts and properties zoned or used for 'For-Sale' dwelling uses, the 
Downtown Overlay, corridors of influence, and public places, all wireless 
telecommunications facilities subject to administrative approval shall be located, sited and 
designed so as to be compatible with the existing setting, to minimize the aesthetic and 
visual impact on surrounding properties, and to maintain the character and appearance of 
the subject area of the City, as further provided below. 

a.  Location and Siting: WTF's shall be located in areas where existing topography, 
vegetation, buildings, structures or other site features are available to screen, obscure 
and/or camouflage the proposed facility, and sited in a manner that utilizes such 
existing features to effectively screen, hide, and/or camouflage the proposed WTF. 
WTF's shall be located, sited and otherwise configured in a manner that minimizes 
adverse effects to the existing landscape and character of the subject area, with 
specific considerations given to the land uses, architectural design of buildings, and 
quality of development existing on or planned for the subject and surrounding 
properties. 

b.  Design: WTF's shall be designed (in terms of size, scale, height, shape, style, color, 
texture, and materials) to blend in with the existing topography, vegetation, buildings, 
and structures on the project site as well as its existing setting. WTF's shall employ a 
design that is in harmony with the surrounding area in terms of size, mass, visual and 
physical impact, and that minimizes adverse aesthetic effects to surrounding 
properties, with specific design considerations as to the height, scale, color, texture, 
and architectural design of existing buildings, structures and other features located on 
the subject lot and surrounding properties. Further, the design of a WTF in terms of its 
size and scale shall give consideration to the required screening of the WTF, including 
whether the size and scale of concealment enclosures or installed screening elements 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=737227&datasource=ordbank
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would create a greater visual impact than the WTF itself or otherwise not meet 
applicable screening, concealment or visibility standards. The colors and materials of 
a WTF shall blend into the predominant visual backdrop or the structure on which it is 
located and be compatible with existing screening features and/or proposed screening 
elements. 

c.  Screening: WTF's shall be screened through the use of existing buildings and 
structures, existing and proposed vegetation/landscaping, and/or installed site 
features. Proposed site features shall comply with any and all other applicable 
provisions or requirements set forth in the UDC governing the location and design of 
the subject site feature. Proposed vegetation/landscaping must be approved by the 
City Arborist. 

2.  Concealment Design Requirements. Except as otherwise expressly provided herein, all 
wireless telecommunications facilities authorized by administrative permit shall be 
designed as a concealed WTF. Certain types of attached WTF's may only require partial 
concealment, such that the applicable design standards and requirements require that 
certain components of the WTF be fully concealed, such as antenna(s) or certain 
accessory equipment, while other components of the WTF are required to comply with a 
less restrictive standard or requirement, provided the overall design of the WTF meets the 
subject standard of visibility. Subject to and in accordance with the design standards and 
requirements applicable to the attached WTF, partially-concealed antennas are allowed on 
certain utility poles and certain buildings, and non-concealed antennas are only allowed on 
certain electrical transmission towers. 

3.  General Location and Design Standards for Ground-Mounted Equipment Cabinets. 
Ground-mounted equipment cabinets shall be located in the rear or side yard or other 
areas of a property where existing topography, vegetation, buildings, structures or other 
site features are available to screen, hide, and/or camouflage the equipment cabinet(s). 
Except as otherwise expressly permitted or restricted pursuant to the specific design 
standards and requirements set forth in other Paragraphs of this Subsection 2.8.6 
applicable to the subject type of WTF, ground-mounted equipment cabinets shall be hidden 
and/or screened from visibility from public rights-of-way and adjacent properties with a 'For-
Sale' dwelling use in a manner that meets the prescribed standard of visibility applicable to 
the WTF. Ground-mounted equipment cabinets shall be screened through the use of 
existing buildings, structures or site features or existing or proposed vegetation or 
landscaping. When further required to provide sufficient screening, site features, such as 
fences, walls or other similar screening features, that are compatible with the design (in 
terms of size, scale, shape, color, texture, and materials) of other existing site features and 
the style of architecture on the subject property and surrounding properties may be 
installed. Proposed site features shall comply with any and all other applicable provisions 
and requirements set forth in the UDC governing the location and design of the subject site 
feature. Unless sufficiently screened through the use of the foregoing techniques, ground-
mounted equipment cabinets shall be painted, colored and textured or located within 
concealment enclosures designed to blend into the predominant visual backdrop. When a 
ground-mounted equipment cabinet cannot be located in accordance with the foregoing 
standards, such equipment shall be located in a flush-to-grade underground vault 
enclosure with flush-to-grade vents, or vents that extend no more than twenty-four (24) 
inches above the finished grade, screened from view from public right-of-way. Where an 
equipment compound is permitted for the subject type of WTF pursuant to the applicable 
design standards and requirements further set forth in this Subsection 2.8.6, such 
equipment shall be enclosed by fencing not less than six (6) feet in height. Except where 
access to the equipment compound is provided, a minimum ten-foot (10') wide landscape 
strip planted to buffer standards, as set forth in Article II of this Code, shall be required on 
the exterior of all sides of the fence surrounding the equipment compound as a vegetative 
screen unless the City Arborist determines that existing plant materials are adequate or 
other existing site features fully screen the equipment from visibility. Such landscape strip 
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shall be maintained in accordance with Section 3.2 of this Code. Fences shall comply with 
other applicable regulations of this Code not in conflict with this Section. Unless otherwise 
expressly provided herein, ground-mounted equipment cabinets and equipment 
compounds are subject to the setback requirements of the zoning district in which located. 
The foregoing standards and requirements regulating the location and design of ground-
mounted equipment cabinets are intended to supplement the general guidelines and 
considerations set forth in the preceding subparagraphs of this Paragraph A, as well as the 
specific design standards and requirements set forth in other Paragraphs of this 
Subsection 2.8.6 governing the subject type of WTF. 

4.  Exemptions from Certain Design Requirements. When buffers are provided on the subject 
lot and the proposed WTF is located, sited and otherwise designed such that the WTF as 
proposed, and following a 6409(a) modification or as a result of future development on the 
subject lot, is not and would not be visible from any other lot or any public right-of-way 
within the City, an application for an administrative WTF permit shall be approved by the 
Director without requiring the WTF to fully comply with other design standards and 
requirements applicable to the subject type of WTF. 

B.  Standards for Approval. 

1.  Administrative Approval. An application for wireless telecommunications facility authorized 
by administrative permit shall be approved by the Director whenever the Director 
determines that the proposed wireless telecommunication facility comports with applicable 
guidelines and fully complies with all regulations, standards and requirements applicable to 
the subject WTF. Compliance with the minimum requirements further set forth herein (i.e., 
requirements expressed in specific quantitative values, such as maximum height or 
antenna volume requirements) does not alone confer a right to issuance of an 
administrative permit; rather, a proposed wireless telecommunications facility must fully 
comply with all applicable regulations, standards and requirements, as determined by the 
Director after consideration of the guidelines, factors for consideration and criteria set forth 
in this Subsection 2.8.6. 

2.  Criteria for Evaluating Visual Compatibility and Compliance with Standard of 
Concealment/Visibility. The general guidelines and factors for consideration set forth in 
Paragraph A shall be considered by the Director when evaluating whether the proposed 
wireless telecommunications facility complies with the location, siting, and design 
standards and requirements applicable to the subject type of WTF. In addition to the 
aforementioned guidelines and factors for consideration, the following criteria shall be 
considered by the Director when evaluating and determining whether the proposed 
wireless telecommunications facility is visually or aesthetically compatible and whether the 
WTF meets the applicable standard of concealment or visibility: 

a.  Blending: Whether and the extent to which the proposed WTF blends into the 
surrounding environment, is architecturally compatible with existing buildings and 
structures, and is integrated into the predominant visual backdrop; 

b.  Screening: Whether and the extent to which the proposed WTF is concealed or 
screened by existing or proposed topography, vegetation, buildings or other 
structures, including architectural features or site features located or proposed to be 
located thereon; 

c.  Size and Height: Whether and the extent to which the size and height of the proposed 
WTF is compatible with surrounding buildings and structures; and 

d.  Location/Siting: Whether and the extent to which the proposed WTF is located and 
sited so as to utilize existing natural or manmade features in the vicinity of the WTF, 
including topography, vegetation, buildings, or other structures, to provide the greatest 
amount of visual screening and blending with the predominant visual backdrop. 
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C.  Concealed Roof-Mounted and Building-Mounted Wireless Telecommunications Facilities. The 
following regulations, standards and requirements govern the location, siting, and design of 
roof-mounted and building-mounted wireless telecommunications facilities. 

1.  Allowed Districts with Administrative Permit: L-I, C-2, C-1, O-I, O-P, PSC, SU, MU*, CUP*, 
R-10M* and AG*. 

*The MU, CUP, R-10M and AG districts are subject to the following conditions: 

a.  MU and CUP zoned properties. In the MU and CUP districts, concealed roof-mounted 
and building-mounted wireless telecommunications facilities may only be attached to 
an existing building or structure used (existing principal use) for an industrial, 
commercial, office or 'For-Rent' dwelling building (apartment) use. 

b.  R-10M zoned properties. In the R-10M district, concealed roof-mounted and building-
mounted wireless telecommunications facilities may only be attached to an existing 
building or structure used (existing principal use) for a 'For-Rent' dwelling building 
(apartment) use. 

c.  AG zoned properties. In the AG district, concealed roof-mounted and building-
mounted wireless telecommunications facilities may only be attached to an existing 
building or structure used (exiting principal use) for a business, semi-public or 
institutional use. 

2.  Standards and Requirements Applicable to Concealed Roof-Mounted and Building-
Mounted Wireless Telecommunications Facilities: 

a.  Setback. Concealed roof-mounted and building-mounted wireless telecommunications 
facilities are subject to the setback requirements of the zoning district in which 
located. 

b.  General Concealment Elements. The antennas and roof-mounted accessory 
equipment of concealed roof-mounted and building-mounted wireless 
telecommunications facilities shall be concealed, camouflaged, screened, and/or 
obscured by, within or behind existing or proposed architectural features or 
concealment enclosures in such a manner so as to not be identifiable as a wireless 
telecommunications facility or visible from public rights-of-way and adjacent properties 
with 'For-Sale' dwelling uses; provided, however, the antenna(s) of a concealed roof-
mounted wireless telecommunications facility located on an existing building that is six 
(6) stories or seventy-two (72) feet in height, whichever is greater, shall be concealed, 
camouflaged, screened, and/or obscured by, within or behind existing or proposed 
architectural features or otherwise sited and designed in such a manner so as to not 
be readily identifiable as a wireless telecommunications facility or plainly visible from 
public rights-of-way and adjacent properties with 'For-Sale' dwelling uses. Wireless 
transmission equipment may be located within an existing cupola, steeple, or similar 
architectural treatment in order to screen same from visibility. If existing architectural 
features are not sufficient to screen the antenna(s) and accessory equipment of a 
roof-mounted WTF or the accessory equipment of a building-mounted WTF, a parapet 
wall, cupola, roof screen, or other similar architectural feature that matches the 
existing architecture of the building, as determined and approved by the Director, may 
be installed. Notwithstanding the foregoing, antennas for concealed building-mounted 
WTF's are required to be located within antenna concealment enclosures designed 
and camouflaged to blend in with the existing building as further set forth herein. 

c.  Accessory Equipment; Equipment Cabinets. Accessory equipment, including 
equipment cabinets/enclosures, located on the roof of a building and not otherwise 
screened by existing or installed architectural features shall be located within 
concealment enclosures designed to architecturally match the facade, roof, wall or 
other architectural features of the building, blend in with the existing structural design, 
color and texture of the building, and, if necessary for compatibility with the existing 
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architectural style of the building, be stepped back from the facade of the building in 
order to limit the WTF's impact on the building's silhouette. Any newly created 
architectural feature designed to screen or enclose accessory equipment located on 
the roof shall not exceed twelve (12) feet in height, as measured from the existing roof 
surface of the building. Equipment cabinets may also be located on the ground in 
accordance with the standards set forth in Subsection 2.8.6(A)(3). An equipment 
compound conforming with the requirements set forth in Subsection 2.8.6(A)(3) may 
only be sited in the rear or side yard of the lot in locations consistent with existing 
utility areas of the subject lot. 

d.  Roof-mounted and building-mounted WTF's, including newly created architectural 
structures or features designed to enclose or screen same, shall be compatible with 
the architectural style, color, texture, facade design, and materials of the building, and 
shall be proportional to the scale and size of the building. Antennas and accessory 
equipment mounted to the roof of the building shall not protrude beyond the exterior 
walls of the building. 

e.  Cables that are located on the side of the building shall be enclosed in conduit 
finished to match the materials and color of the building. Cables and conduit shall not 
be located on the façade of the building. 

3.  Additional Design Standards and Requirements for Concealed Roof-Mounted Wireless 
Telecommunications Facilities. 

a.  Type and Height of Antenna. No antenna, other than a whip antenna, or newly created 
architectural feature designed to screen same shall exceed twelve (12) feet in height. 
The antenna of a concealed roof-mounted wireless telecommunication facility shall 
not protrude above required screening and other architectural features so as to be 
visible, except as follows: 

i.  Whip antennas, provided that the whip antenna does not exceed fifteen (15) feet 
in height, no more than fifty percent (50%) of the whip antenna is visible, and the 
visible portion of such whip antenna is no greater than two (2) inches in diameter; 

ii.  Panel antenna(s) located on an existing building that is six (6) stories or seventy-
two (72) feet in height, whichever is greater, which are not otherwise screened by 
existing or installed architectural features, provided that the antennas are 
designed, colored and textured to match the facade, roof, walls or other 
architectural features of the building in order to blend in with same or otherwise 
camouflaged, designed and sited to blend in with the predominant visual 
backdrop such that the antenna(s) conforms to the subject visibility standard; and 

iii.  Antennas located within antenna concealment enclosures designed or 
camouflaged in a manner such that the wireless telecommunications facility 
conforms to the subject visibility standard. 

b.  The antenna(s) of concealed roof-mounted WTF's may only be mounted to an existing 
pitched, gabled or mansard roof if such a mount operates to completely screen the 
roof-mounted WTF from visibility from the public right-of-way and adjacent properties. 

4.  Additional Design Standards and Requirements for Concealed Building-Mounted Wireless 
Telecommunications Facilities: 

a.  Type and Height of Antenna. Only antennas enclosed within an antenna concealment 
enclosure shall be authorized for a concealed building-mounted wireless 
telecommunication facility. Antennas and their concealment enclosures shall be flush-
mounted to the building (with no visual horizontal separation) and shall not extend or 
project more than eighteen (18) inches outside of the building's silhouette unless 
architectural features camouflage, screen or obscure same. Antenna concealment 
enclosures shall be compatible with the architectural style, color, texture, façade, and 
materials of the building, and appear as an integral part of the building. Antenna 
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concealment enclosures shall not interrupt architectural lines of building facades, 
including the length and width of the portion of the façade on which mounted. 
Antennas and their concealment enclosures shall not extend vertically above the 
height of the building. 

D.  Building-Concealed Wireless Telecommunications Facilities. The following regulations, 
standards and requirements govern the location, siting and design of building-concealed 
wireless telecommunications facilities: 

1.  Allowed Districts with Administrative Permit: L-I, O-I, O-P, C-2, C-1, MU*, CUP*, PSC, SU, 
R-10M* and AG*. 

*The MU, CUP, R-10M and AG districts are subject to the following conditions: 

a.  MU and CUP zoned properties. In the MU and CUP districts, building-concealed 
wireless telecommunications facilities may only be attached to an existing building or 
structure zoned and used (existing principal use) for an industrial, commercial, office, 
or 'For-Rent' dwelling building (apartment) use. 

b.  R-10M zoned properties. In the R-10M district, building-concealed wireless 
telecommunications facilities may only be attached to an existing building or structure 
used (existing principal use) for a 'For-Rent' dwelling building (apartment) use. 

c.  AG zoned properties. In the AG district, building-concealed wireless 
telecommunications facilities may only be attached to an existing building or structure 
used (existing principal use) for a business, semi-public or institutional use. 

2.  Standards and Requirements Applicable to Building-Concealed Attached Wireless 
Telecommunications Facilities: 

a.  Existing Building. Building-concealed wireless telecommunications facilities may only 
be located on existing buildings containing steeples, church spires, clock towers, bell 
towers or cupolas. 

b.  Maximum Height. The height of a building-concealed wireless telecommunications 
facility shall not exceed the height of the existing architectural feature (e.g., steeple, 
church spire, clock tower, bell tower or cupola) that it is designed to replace by more 
than twenty-five percent (25%); provided, however, the height of a building-concealed 
WTF designed as a cupola may exceed the height of the existing cupola that it is 
designed to replace by up to four (4) feet when the subject building is at least three (3) 
stories or forty (40) feet in height, whichever is greater. Height of the existing 
architectural feature shall be measured from the location where the roof surface of the 
building and base of the existing architectural feature meet to the highest point of the 
existing architectural feature. Height of the building-concealed WTF is measured from 
the location where the roof surface of the building and base of the existing or new 
(replacement) architectural feature meet to the highest point of the new architectural 
feature in which the antenna is concealed. 

c.  Setback. Building-concealed wireless telecommunications facilities are subject to the 
setback requirements of the zoning districts in which located. 

d.  Design Standards and Concealment Elements. 

(i)  A building-concealed WTF, including antenna(s) and accessory equipment, shall 
be fully enclosed by a new (replacement) architectural feature installed to replace 
an existing architectural feature of like kind; provided, the following exceptions 
shall be permitted: 

(a)  Equipment cabinets may be located on the ground in accordance with the 
standards set forth in Subsection 2.8.6(A)(3). An equipment compound 
conforming with the requirements set forth in Subsection 2.8.6(A)(3) may be 
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sited in the rear or side yard of the lot in locations consistent with existing 
utility areas of the subject lot; and 

(b)  Cables may be enclosed in conduit and located on the sides of the 
architectural feature in which the building-concealed WTF is enclosed 
and/or the building to which the building-concealed WTF is attached, 
provided conduit shall be finished to match the materials, texture, and color 
of the architectural feature and building, as applicable. Cables and conduit 
shall not be located on the front/façade of the building or architectural 
feature. 

(ii)  A building-concealed WTF shall be designed as a replacement of an existing 
architectural feature of a building in such a manner so as to not be identifiable as 
a WTF by a casual observer. The design of the building-concealed WTF shall be 
compatible with the architectural style, color, texture, façade, design, and 
materials of the existing (original) architectural feature and building on which it is 
located. 

(iii)  The width of a building-concealed WTF shall not increase the width of the 
existing building, or create building features that protrude beyond the exterior 
walls of the building. 

(iv)  A building-concealed WTF shall not increase the habitable floor area of the 
building on which it is located. 

E.  Concealed Attached WTF's Mounted to Utility Poles or Light Structures. The following 
regulations, standards and requirements govern the location, siting, and design of concealed 
attached WTF's mounted to existing utility poles or light structures which are not located within 
public right-of-way: 

1.  Allowed Districts with Administrative Permit: L-I, O-I, O-P, C-2, C-1, MU, PSC, and SU. 

2.  Standards and Requirements Applicable to Concealed Attached WTF's Mounted to Utility 
Poles or Light Structures. 

a.  Allowed Utility Poles. Attached WTF's may only be attached to existing utility poles 
supporting aerial (overhead) telephone and electric distribution lines that are at least 
thirty (30) feet in height. 

b.  Allowed Light Structures. Attached WTF's may only be attached to freestanding light 
structures that are at least twenty-five (25) feet in height. 

c.  Prohibited Structures. Attached WTF's are not permitted to be attached to the 
following types of light fixtures: 

a.  Antique or decorative light fixtures or lampposts; 

b.  Post-top lights (post top luminary fixtures); and 

c.  Traffic control devices, including, but not limited to, traffic signal poles or 
supports. 

Further, compliance with the requirements and standards set forth in this Subsection 
shall not authorize or permit the location of a wireless telecommunications facility 
within or upon public right-of-way in the City (See, Section 2.8.10), or upon any 
property or light structure owned by the City. 

d.  Minimum Height Location of Antennas. Antenna(s) shall be mounted on the alternative 
support structure at a height of fifteen (15) feet or more above grade. Pole-mounted 
equipment cabinets/enclosures shall be mounted on the alternative support structure 
at a height of ten (10) feet or more above grade. 
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e.  Wireless Transmission Equipment. Only antennas, repeaters, equipment cabinets or 
pedestals, and other accessory equipment associated with DAS or small cell facilities 
may be installed in association with the attached WTF, subject to compliance with 
other design requirements set forth herein. 

f.  Cables. Cables shall be enclosed in conduit flush mounted to the utility pole or light 
structure. Conduit shall be finished to match the materials, texture, and color of the 
subject utility pole or light structure and positioned on the utility pole or light structure 
so as to be screened from view from public rights-of-way. 

3.  Additional Design Standards and Requirements for Attached WTF's Mounted to Utility 
Poles. 

a.  General Concealment Elements. The size, shape and orientation of antenna(s) and 
accessory equipment mounted to a utility pole shall be consistent with the size, shape 
and orientation of existing utility equipment installed on the subject utility pole and 
other utility poles in the nearby area. Such antenna(s) and accessory equipment shall 
be painted, textured, and designed in a manner consistent with the utility pole's style, 
color, texture and materials and otherwise camouflaged and designed to blend in with 
the existing utility pole such that the attached WTF is no more readily apparent or 
plainly visible from public rights-of-way or adjacent property with a 'For-Sale' dwelling 
use than the existing utility equipment located on the utility pole. Further, if the utility 
pole is visible (at ground level) from any property with a 'for-sale' dwelling use, 
antennas shall be concealed or screened by means of canisters, radomes, shrouds or 
other similar concealment enclosures, which shall be flush-mounted to the utility pole 
and painted, textured, and designed in a manner consistent with the utility pole's style, 
color, texture and materials and otherwise camouflaged and designed to blend in with 
the existing utility pole. 

b.  Type of Antennas; Maximum Number. No type of antenna other than a panel antenna, 
whip antenna, or antenna enclosed within a canister, radome, shroud or other similar 
antenna concealment enclosure may be mounted to a utility pole. No more than (a) 
one (1) whip antenna and (b) three (3) panel antennas or three (3) antenna 
concealment enclosures (mounted on the side of the pole) may be attached to a utility 
pole. Alternatively, no more than one (1) canister, radome, shroud or other similar 
antenna concealment enclosure may be mounted at the top of the utility pole, as set 
forth below. 

c.  Mounting of Antennas. Antennas shall be flush-mounted. A panel antenna, together 
with its mount, shall not extend horizontally from the utility pole more than the width of 
existing pole-mounted equipment (on the subject utility pole) with the same 
orientation, or more than three (3) feet, whichever is less. Panel antennas shall not 
extend vertically above the height of the utility pole. When flush-mounted to the side of 
the utility pole, a whip antenna, together with its mount, may extend horizontally up to 
eighteen (18) inches from the utility pole, and the whip antenna, exclusive of its 
mounts, may extend vertically up to three (3) feet above the height of the utility pole. 
Alternatively, the base of a whip antenna may be flush-mounted (without vertical 
separation) to the top surface of the utility pole, but shall not extend vertically above 
the height of the utility pole by more than three (3) feet. For any canister, radome, 
shroud or other similar antenna concealment placed at the top of the pole, the base of 
such canister, radome, shroud or other similar antenna concealment enclosure shall 
be flush-mounted (without vertical separation) to the top surface of the utility pole and 
shall not extend vertically above the height of the utility pole by more than three (3) 
feet. 

d.  Maximum Size of Antennas. A non-enclosed panel antenna shall be no larger than 
one (1) foot in width and two (2) feet in length. A whip antenna shall be no larger than 
two (2) inches in diameter and five (5) feet in length. 
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e.  Maximum Antenna Volume. In addition to the foregoing size limitations, each antenna 
located on the utility pole shall either be (a) located within a canister, radome, shroud 
or other similar antenna concealment enclosure that is no more than three (3) cubic 
feet in volume, or (b) if the antenna is not enclosed within an antenna concealment 
enclosure, capable of fitting within an enclosure (i.e., an imaginary enclosure) that is 
no more than three (3) cubic feet in volume. The aggregate volume of actual 
concealment enclosures and/or imaginary enclosures of all antennas located on the 
utility pole, including any pre-existing antennas, shall not exceed six (6) cubic feet in 
volume. 

f.  Accessory Equipment; Equipment Cabinets. All pole-mounted accessory equipment, 
other than cables, conduit, and power meters and switches (and similar equipment 
installed by an electric utility), shall be located in equipment cabinets or other 
equipment enclosures. Pole-mounted equipment cabinets and enclosures shall be 
flush-mounted to the side of the utility pole. The dimensions of a pole-mounted 
equipment cabinet/enclosure shall be not exceed 30 inches in height (length), 24 
inches in width, and 18 inches in depth. The volume of all pole-mounted and ground-
mounted equipment cabinets and enclosures associated with wireless transmission 
equipment located on the utility pole, including pre-existing wireless transmission 
equipment located on the utility pole, shall not exceed seventeen (17) cubic feet. 

4.  Additional Design Standards Requirements for Attached WTF's Mounted to Light 
Structures. 

a.  General Concealment Elements. Antenna(s) and pole-mounted accessory equipment 
of an attached WTF mounted to a light structure shall be designed, camouflaged, 
screened and obscured from view in order to render the attached WTF as visually 
inconspicuous as possible. Such antenna(s) and accessory equipment shall be 
painted, textured, and designed in a manner consistent with the light structure's style, 
color, texture and materials and otherwise camouflaged and designed to blend in with 
the existing light structure in order to render the attached WTF as visually 
inconspicuous as possible, such that it is not readily identifiable or plainly visible from 
public rights-of-way or adjacent property with a 'For-Sale' dwelling use. Antennas shall 
be concealed or screened by means of canisters, radomes, shrouds or other similar 
concealment enclosures, which shall be flush-mounted to the top of the light structure 
and painted, textured, and designed in a manner consistent with the light structure's 
style, color, texture and materials and otherwise camouflaged and designed to blend 
in with the existing light structure. 

b.  Type of Antennas. Only panel antennas or antennas enclosed within a canister, 
radome, shroud or other similar antenna concealment enclosure may be mounted to a 
light structure. No more than (a) three (3) panel antennas or antenna concealment 
enclosures mounted to the side of a light structure or (b) one (1) antenna concealment 
enclosure vertically mounted to the top of a light structure shall be attached to a light 
structure. No light structure shall contain both types of antenna mounts. 

c.  Mounting of Antennas. Panel antennas and antenna concealment enclosures 
mounted to the side of a light structure shall be flush-mounted with minimal visual 
horizontal separation and without extending vertically above the height of the light 
structure. Antenna attachment devices shall not extend horizontally from the light 
structure's pole more than the width of the pole at the location of attachment. 
Canisters, radomes, or similar antenna concealment enclosures that are vertically 
mounted shall be flush-mounted (without vertical separation) to the top of the pole and 
shall not extend vertically above the height of the light structure by more than three (3) 
feet. The canister, radome or similar antenna concealment enclosure shall be 
designed and camouflaged to appear as an integral part of the existing pole to which it 
is attached. If the diameter of an antenna concealment enclosure is greater than the 
diameter of the top end of the pole, the antenna concealment enclosure must be 
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tapered in a manner consistent with the style of the subject pole. Antennas shall not 
be mounted to the mast arm or luminary of a light structure. 

d.  Maximum Size of Antennas. The diameter of a canister, radome or similar antenna 
concealment enclosure that is mounted to the top of a pole shall not exceed the 
diameter of the existing pole at its mid-point. The depth and width of panel antennas 
and antenna concealment enclosures mounted to the side of a light structure shall not 
exceed the minimum width of the pole at the location of attachment by more than fifty 
percent (50%) and the length of such panel antennas and antenna concealment 
enclosures shall be no greater than two (2) feet. 

e.  Accessory Equipment; Equipment Cabinets. Cable and conduit shall be located inside 
the pole and not attached to the exterior. All accessory equipment, other than antenna 
concealment enclosures, cables, conduit, and power meters and switches (and similar 
equipment installed by an electric utility), shall be located in equipment cabinets or 
similar enclosures. Equipment cabinets and enclosures shall be flush-mounted to the 
side of the light structure. The height (length) and depth of a pole-mounted equipment 
cabinet/enclosure shall not exceed 24 inches and 10 inches, respectively, and the 
width of a pole-mounted equipment cabinet/enclosure shall not exceed 12 inches or 
the minimum width of the pole at the location of attachment by more than fifty (50) 
percent, whichever is greater. The volume of all pole-mounted equipment 
cabinets/enclosures associated with wireless transmission equipment located on the 
light structure, including pre-existing wireless transmission equipment located on the 
light structure, shall not exceed six (6) cubic feet. To the extent ground-mounted 
equipment cabinets/enclosures are permitted in accordance with Subsection 
2.8.6(A)(3) hereof, the volume of all pole-mounted and visible ground-mounted 
equipment cabinets/enclosures associated with wireless transmission equipment 
located on the light structure, including pre-existing wireless transmission equipment 
located on the light structure, shall not exceed seventeen (17) cubic feet. 

F.  Attached WTF's Mounted to Electrical Transmission Towers. The following standards and 
requirements regulate the location, siting, design, and height of attached WTF's mounted to 
electrical transmission towers: 

1.  Allowed Districts with Administrative Permit: All districts. 

2.  Minimum Height of Alternative Support Structure. Non-concealed attached WTF's may only 
be mounted to electrical transmission towers with a height of fifty (50) feet or taller, as 
measured from finished grade. If the height of the electrical transmission tower is less than 
fifty (50) feet, only concealed attached WTF's may be mounted to such structure. 

3.  Design Standards and Requirements Applicable to Non-Concealed Attached WTF's 
Mounted to Electrical Transmission Towers. 

a.  If the electrical transmission tower is eighty (80) feet or more in height, as measured 
from finished grade, the attached wireless telecommunications facility, including any 
antenna(s) or antenna array(s), may be mounted to the top of the electrical 
transmission tower and extend up to ten (10) feet above the height of such electrical 
transmission tower. 

b.  If the electrical transmission tower is less than eighty (80) feet in height, the attached 
wireless telecommunications facility, including any antenna(s) or antenna arrays, shall 
not extend vertically above the height of the electrical transmission tower by more 
than five (5) feet. 

c.  Antenna(s), antenna array(s), and any other accessory equipment attached to the 
electrical transmission tower shall be painted and textured to match the color and 
texture of the electrical transmission tower. 

d.  Ground-mounted equipment cabinets shall be located and designed in conformity with 
Subection 2.8.6(A)(3) or located within an equipment compound complying with the 
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requirements set forth in Subsection 2.8.6(A)(3) hereof and set back a minimum of 
twenty (20) feet from the boundaries of the public utility easement. 

4.  Design Standards and Requirements Applicable to Concealed Attached WTF's Mounted to 
Electrical Transmission Towers Less than Fifty Feet in Height. 

Only concealed attached WTF's may be attached to an existing electrical transmission 
tower less than fifty (50) [feet] in height. Concealed attached WTF's mounted to electrical 
transmission towers less than fifty (50) [feet] in height require an administrative permit and 
are required to comply with the design standards applicable to concealed attached WTF's 
mounted to utility poles, as set forth in subject to the following exceptions: 

a.  Pole-mounted equipment cabinets may have dimensions up to 48 inches in height, 28 
inches in width, and 20 inches in depth. 

G.  Concealed Freestanding Support Structures. The following standards and requirements 
regulate the location, siting, design and height of concealed freestanding support structures: 

1.  Allowed Districts with Administrative Permit: 

a.  Concealed Freestanding Support Structure to Exceed District Height: L-I and O-I; and 

b.  Concealed Freestanding Support Structure Not to Exceed District Height: All other 
nonresidential districts and AG, subject to the following: 

(i)  AG zoned properties: In the AG district, concealed freestanding support 
structures may only be located on a property used (existing principal use) for a 
business, semi-public or institutional use. 

2.  Location, Setback and Height Requirements. 

a.  Maximum Height. 

(i)  L-I and O-I Districts. The height of a concealed freestanding support structure 
located in the L-I or O-I districts shall not exceed the following maximum heights, 
as measured above: 

(a)  Clock tower, campanile, freestanding steeple, or other similarly designed 
freestanding support structure that conceals antennas as an architectural 
feature: eighty (80) feet; 

(b)  Faux Flagpoles: sixty (60) feet; and 

(c)  Faux Light Structures: forty (40) feet or as otherwise limited by applicable 
design standards set forth in other provisions of this Code or the City Code. 

(ii)  Nonresidential and AG Districts. The height of a concealed freestanding support 
structure, as measured above, located in any other nonresidential district or AG 
district shall not exceed the maximum building or structure height allowed for the 
subject district or, if otherwise prescribed, the maximum height allowed for the 
subject type of structure feature in accordance with other applicable provisions of 
this Code or the City Code. 

b.  Setback. Concealed freestanding support structures must be set back from the 
property line of any other property with a 'For-Sale' dwelling use a minimum distance 
equal to the height of such concealed freestanding support structure. Concealed 
freestanding support structures and accessory equipment are further subject to the 
setback requirements of the zoning district in which located and/or required by 
existing conditions of zoning, or which are otherwise applicable to the subject type of 
structure in accordance with other provisions of this Code. 

3.  Concealment Elements and Design Standards. 
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a.  General. Concealed freestanding support structures shall fully conceal all wireless 
transmission equipment, including antenna(s), and may either be designed as an 
architectural feature or as a structure that mimics a common site feature, such as a 
faux flagpole or faux light structure, in which the antenna and accessory equipment 
shall be fully enclosed and completely hidden from view. Concealed freestanding 
support structures shall be located and designed to be aesthetically compatible with 
existing uses, building(s), and site features located on the site and nearby properties 
in such a manner so as not to be reasonably identifiable or recognizable to the casual 
observer as a wireless telecommunication facility. 

b.  Freestanding Architectural Feature. 

(i)  A concealed freestanding support structure designed as an architectural feature 
may be designed as a clock tower, bell tower, campanile, freestanding steeple, 
or other similarly designed freestanding architectural feature so as to 
substantially reduce the WTF's potential adverse visual impacts on the 
surrounding areas. The design of the concealed freestanding support structure 
shall be compatible with the architectural style, color, texture, facade, design, and 
materials of the principal building of the lot on which located and other structures 
located thereon. In order to ensure visual and aesthetic compatibility with the 
existing buildings and structures located on the subject property and nearby 
properties, a concealed freestanding support structure designed as an 
architectural feature shall require the review and approval of a certificate of 
design approval by the Design Review Board prior to the issuance of an 
administrative permit hereunder. 

(ii)  All accessory equipment for a concealed freestanding support structure 
designed as an architectural feature shall be located within the concealed 
freestanding support structure. 

c.  Faux Flag Pole. 

(i)  The pole of a faux flag pole shall be tapered in a manner consistent with the style 
of other flag poles. The diameter of a faux flag pole that is less than fifty (50) feet 
in height shall not exceed eight (8) inches at its mid-point. The diameter of a faux 
flag pole that is more than fifty (50) feet in height shall not exceed twelve (12) 
inches at its mid-point. 

(ii)  No more than one faux flag pole shall be located on any lot or common 
development. 

(iii)  The faux flag pole shall be located on the property in a manner that is 
compatible with the location of similar site features on the subject property and 
other properties in the surrounding area. 

(iv)  Antenna(s) shall be fully concealed within the pole or through the use of 
canisters, radomes, or similar antenna concealment enclosures flush-mounted 
(without vertical separation) to the top of the pole. A canister, radome, or similar 
antenna concealment enclosure shall not exceed the diameter of the pole at its 
mid-point and shall be designed and camouflaged to appear as an integral part of 
the flag pole. If the diameter of an antenna concealment enclosure is greater 
than the diameter of the top end of the pole, the antenna concealment enclosure 
must be tapered and may not exceed three (3) feet in length. Further, the hoist 
side of the flag shall be required to span the length of any such antenna 
concealment enclosure. The flag used on a faux flag pole shall comply with other 
provisions of this Code governing flags. 

(v)  Accessory equipment shall either be fully enclosed and concealed within the 
faux flag pole or placed within a ground-mounted equipment cabinet complying 
with Subsection 2.8.6(A)(3). An equipment compound conforming with the 
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requirements set forth in Subsection 2.8.6(A)(3) may only be sited in the rear or 
side yard of the lot in locations consistent with existing utility areas of the subject 
lot. 

d.  Faux Light Structure. 

(i)  A faux light structure shall be designed as a replacement of an existing light 
structure located on the same property so as to substantially reduce the WTF's 
potential adverse visual impacts on the surrounding areas. The design of a faux 
light structure, including the design of the pole and any attached light arms, shall 
be consistent with the size, shape, style, and design of the existing light structure 
on the property that it is designed to replace/mimic. A faux light structure shall 
not exceed the height of the existing light structure that it is designed to replace 
by more than five (5) feet. 

(ii)  The faux light structure shall be sited at the same location as the existing light 
structure that is being replaced. 

(iii)  Antenna(s) shall be fully concealed within the pole of the faux light structure or 
by the use of radomes that do not exceed the circumference of the pole at the 
location of attachment. 

(iv)  Accessory equipment shall either be fully enclosed and concealed within the 
faux light structure or placed within a ground-mounted equipment cabinet 
complying with Subsection 2.8.6(A)(3). 

H.  Variances. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code or the City Code to the contrary, no 
request for a grant of relief from or a variance or exception to any regulation, standard or 
requirement set forth in this Section 2.8 may be heard or acted upon by the Board of Appeals. 
Further, subject to the limited exemption set forth in Subsection 2.8.6(A)(4), no administrative 
variances to any requirement of this Subsection 2.8.6 shall be permitted except for variances to 
prescribed setback requirements, as herein provided. Provided the proposed WTF meets the 
standard of visibility, the Director shall be authorized to grant variances from setback 
requirements for up to twenty percent (20%) of the prescribed setback requirement in 
accordance with the standards set forth in Articles IV and V of this Code. Except for the 
foregoing, any person seeking to install, place, site, locate, collocate or modify an attached 
wireless telecommunications facility or concealed freestanding support structure that does not 
fully comply with the applicable standards and requirements set forth in Subsection 2.8.6 shall 
be required to submit an application for a conditional use permit in accordance with Subsection 
2.8.7. The additional application, procedural and other requirements for any such request and 
the factors to be considered in granting or denying such a request are set forth in Paragraphs B, 
C, and D of Subsection 2.8.7. The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to any request to 
locate a wireless telecommunications facility within or upon public right-of-way in the City or any 
decision related thereto. 

( Ord. No. 715 , § 6(Exh. A), 9-28-2015) 

2.8.7   Standards and regulations for wireless telecommunications facilities authorized by 
conditional use permit.

The procedures, standards, minimum requirements and standards of approval set forth in this 
Subsection govern the installation, placement, siting, location, collocation and/or modification of wireless 
towers, including stealth towers, and the wireless transmission equipment associated therewith, which 
may only be allowed in certain zoning districts pursuant to the approval of a conditional use permit. 
Additionally, the procedures and standards for approval set forth in this Subsection govern the 
installation, placement, siting, location, collocation or modification of concealed attached WTF's, attached 
WTF's mounted to electrical transmission towers, and concealed freestanding support structures that do 
not fully comply with the administrative permit standards. 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=737227&datasource=ordbank
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A.  Wireless Towers and Stealth Towers. 

1.  Allowed Districts with Conditional Use Permit: L-I, O-I, C-2, PSC, SU, CUP*, and AG*. 

*The CUP and AG districts are subject to the following conditions: 

a.  CUP zoned properties: Wireless towers may only be allowed as a conditional use on 
lots in the CUP district that are zoned and used (existing principal use) for an 
industrial, commercial, office, semi-public, or 'For-Rent' dwelling building (apartment) 
use. 

b.  AG zoned properties: Wireless towers may only be allowed as a conditional use on 
lots in the AG district that are a minimum of four (4) acres in size. 

2.  Prohibited in Downtown Overlay. Wireless towers are prohibited in the Downtown Overlay. 

3.  Minimum Requirements. 

a.  Wireless towers must be set back from any off-site residential building or structure a 
minimum distance equal to the height of the wireless tower. Additionally, wireless 
towers must be set back from any public right-of-way a distance equal to fifty percent 
(50%) of the height of the wireless tower. 

b.  A wireless tower shall be designed as a stealth tower or monopole. 

c.  The height of a wireless tower shall not exceed one-hundred-and-sixty (160) feet. 

d.  The wireless tower and all ground-mounted wireless transmission equipment, 
including equipment shelters and equipment cabinets, shall be located within an 
equipment compound enclosed by fencing not less than six feet (6') in height and 
equipped with an appropriate anti-climbing device. The equipment compound shall be 
subject to the setback requirements of the zoning district in which located. 

e.  Landscaping shall be designed in such a way as to preserve existing mature growth 
and to provide in the determination of the City Arborist, a suitable buffer of plant 
materials that mitigates the view of the wireless tower and wireless transmission 
equipment from surrounding properties. Additionally, a minimum 10-foot (10') wide 
landscape strip planted to buffer standards, as set forth in Article II of the UDC, shall 
be required on the exterior of all sides of the fence surrounding the equipment 
compound, except where access to the equipment compound is provided, as a 
vegetative screen unless the City of Alpharetta Arborist determines that existing plant 
materials are adequate. Such landscape strip shall be maintained in accordance with 
Section 3.2 of the UDC. 

f.  A fifty foot (50') heavy planted landscape buffer shall be required along all property 
lines adjoining property zoned or used for a 'For-Sale' dwelling use. Additionally, if the 
subject property is zoned AG, a fifty foot (50') heavy planted landscape buffer shall 
also be required along all public right-of-way. Use of natural topography and 
preservation of existing vegetation within a fifty foot (50') buffer, which may be 
supplemented by new vegetation, if needed, may be substituted for the above 
requirements when found by the Director to provide screening at the appropriate 
density, depth and height. Landscaping shall be maintained for the life of the project. 

B.  Attached Wireless Telecommunications Facilities and Concealed Freestanding Support 
Structures not Meeting Administrative Standards. 

1.  Purpose and Intent. The purpose of this Paragraph B is to provide a procedure for the 
review of an application to install, place, site, locate, collocate or modify a wireless 
telecommunications facility that generally comports with the design standards and 
guidelines set forth in Subsection 2.8.6, but fails to fully comply with all guidelines, 
standards and requirements set forth therein, such that the wireless telecommunications 
facility is not permitted by administrative permit. Any such application shall be subject to 
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the review and approval of a conditional use permit by City Council in accordance with the 
standards for approval set forth in Paragraph C below. 

2.  Allowed Districts with Conditional Use Permit: See, Subsection 2.8.6 for allowed districts 
based on the subject type of wireless telecommunications facility. 

3.  Minimum Requirements. 

a.  The wireless telecommunications facility must be sited and designed as a concealed 
attached wireless telecommunications facility (concealed roof-mounted WTF, 
concealed building-mounted WTF, building-concealed WTF, concealed attached WTF 
mounted to utility pole, concealed attached WTF mounted to light structure), attached 
WTF mounted to electrical transmission tower, or concealed freestanding support 
structure that generally comports with the design standards and guidelines set forth in 
Subsection 2.8.6. 

b.  The maximum height of the attached WTF or concealed freestanding support 
structure shall not exceed the maximum height allowed pursuant to Subsection 2.8.6 
by more than twenty-five percent (25%). 

c.  Relief from setback requirements shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the applicable 
requirement. 

C.  Additional Application Requirements for Conditional Use Permits. In addition to the application 
requirements set forth in Subsection 2.8.4 hereof, an applicant applying for a conditional use 
permit shall further provide the following: 

1.  A scaled site plan which shall clearly indicate: (a) cable/electrical elements to be utilized, 
(b) parking, (c) current and proposed on-site land uses and zoning of the property, (d) land 
uses and zoning designations of adjacent properties, (e) distance from the nearest edge of 
the support structure and all related equipment to historic structures or scenic views within 
one (1) mile of the proposed site, (f) adjacent roadways and proposed means of access to 
the site, (g) proposed setbacks and buffers from adjacent property lines, and (h) 
topography of the proposed site, including any existing streams, wetlands and floodplains 
or similar features. 

2.  Legal description of the lot and leased parcel (if applicable), for which the conditional use 
permit is to apply. 

3.  If applicant contends that the wireless telecommunications facility is required to close a 
significant gap in service coverage or capacity, an engineering study which includes a 
current and a future definition of the area of service coverage, capacity and radio 
frequency goals for voice and data (delineated individually and combined) to be served by 
the antenna or support structure and the extent to which such antenna or support structure 
is needed for service coverage and/or capacity of the subject wireless carrier. The study 
shall include the following information: (a) a description of the applicant's/wireless carrier's 
current wireless tower locations/sites within a two (2) mile radius of the proposed site, to 
include the types and kinds of services, service coverage, capacity and radio frequencies 
provided by the wireless carrier's antenna located thereon; (b) all other currently proposed 
wireless tower locations/sites of the applicant/wireless carrier within a two (2) mile radius of 
the proposed site for which an application or registration has been filed or submitted to 
another local government or the FCC; (c) the locations of other antennas of the wireless 
carrier currently proposed for collocation on other existing wireless towers of other owners 
or wireless carriers within a two (2) mile radius of the proposed site for which an application 
or registration has been filed or submitted to another local government or the FCC by, or 
on behalf of, the applicant and/or wireless carrier; (d) all existing wireless tower locations 
and sites of other owners or wireless carriers located within the geographic search area 
(GSA) that were considered by the applicant/wireless carrier as alternatives to the 
proposed siting; (e) other locations within the geographic search area (GSA) that were 
considered by the applicant/wireless carrier as alternatives to the proposed siting; (f) an 
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analysis and color propagation study of the current usage and service coverage in the 
service area, including detailed service coverage maps indicating lack of service coverage 
(coverage gaps), and the projected or anticipated service coverage of the proposed 
wireless telecommunications facility. The propagation study shall include a map showing 
the carrier's existing facilities, existing coverage or capacity area, and the proposed 
coverage or capacity area at varied antenna heights. The study shall also provide 
justification that the proposed height of the wireless tower or other wireless 
telecommunications facility is the minimum necessary to achieve the required service 
coverage delineated in the study. If a capacity issue is involved, an analysis of the current 
and projected usage in the GSA shall be included. If applicant contends that the wireless 
telecommunications facility is required due to a coverage or capacity issue for in-home, in-
building or transitory use, the analysis shall describe the service coverage/capacity 
currently existing for such use and the anticipated service coverage/capacity of the 
proposed wireless telecommunications facility shall be provided. The study shall bear the 
signature and certification of a radio frequency engineer that the information provided in 
the application is true and correct. 

4.  A curriculum vitae shall be provided for the radio frequency engineer who certifies any 
documentation provided as part of the application for a WTF. Information shall include 
education obtained in the area of radio frequency engineering, and experience in the field, 
including length of time. 

5.  An engineer scaled drawing providing the distance between (a) the nearest edge of the 
proposed wireless tower or other wireless telecommunications facility and the nearest off-
site residential building or structure and (b) the nearest point of any proposed accessory 
equipment of the wireless telecommunications facility and the nearest off-site residential 
building or structure. 

6.  Photos depicting the results of a balloon test of the wireless tower. 

7.  Certification that the wireless telecommunications facility, including the foundation and all 
attachments, are designed and will be constructed to meet all applicable and permissible 
local codes, ordinances, and regulations, including any and all applicable County, State 
and Federal laws, rules, and regulations, including but not limited to the most recent 
editions of the National Electrical Safety Code and the National Electrical Code, as well as 
accepted and responsible workmanlike industry practices and recommended practices of 
the National Association of Tower Erectors. Structural integrity analysis shall be provided 
where antennas and equipment will be attached to an existing structure. Such certification 
and structural integrity analysis shall bear the signature and seal of a professional engineer 
(licensed in the State of Georgia) and shall include the design plans. 

8.  Written documented, detailed analysis of the impact of the proposed wireless 
telecommunications facility/use addressing the factors specified in Paragraph D below. 

9.  Evidence of compliance with applicable FAA requirements under 14 C.F.R. Section 77, as 
amended, which may include a copy of the FAA determination of no hazard letter or a 
written statement prepared and signed by a professional airspace safety consultant. 

10.  Copies of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) reports for the proposed wireless telecommunications facility, 
if any have been issued. 

11.  Copy of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) license applicable for the 
intended use of the wireless telecommunication facility. 

12.  Documentation establishing whether a stealth tower is to be proposed, and if not, an 
explanation as to why not. 

13.  Analysis of possibilities of collocation or the inability to collocate, including any studies 
and detailed reasons as to why collocation is not possible and proof of the following: (a) all 
collocation sites and other alternative sites in the area that are/were being pursued and 
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whether use of such sites has been denied; (b) the ability or inability to site an attached 
WTF by using existing structures; and (c) all actions taken by the applicant to achieve 
collocation or site an attached WTF to an existing structure. 

14.  A written statement providing whether the proposed WTF is engineered and constructed 
to accommodate additional antennas or antenna arrays and whether the applicant 
consents to the future collocation of other wireless carriers on the proposed wireless tower. 

15.  In addition to the nonrefundable application fees (as established by the City Council), an 
applicant requesting a conditional use permit for a wireless tower shall be responsible for 
an additional fee equal to the City's actual, direct costs for the review of the engineering 
study (provided pursuant to Paragraph 4 above) by a third-party consultant (radio 
frequency engineer), which shall not exceed $3,500.00. The applicant shall submit a 
deposit of $2,000.00 toward the fee to be paid pursuant to this section with its application. 

D.  Consideration of Conditional Use Permits. Compliance with the minimum requirements set forth 
in Paragraph A or B of this Subsection does not alone confer a right to issuance of a conditional 
use permit. In regard to an application for a conditional use permit for a wireless 
telecommunications facility (i) the Planning Commission shall, after public hearing and 
consideration of the criteria set forth below, adopt a recommendation of approval, approval with 
conditions, or denial of the conditional use permit, and (ii) the City Council shall, after public 
hearing and consideration of the criteria set forth below, approve, approve with conditions, or 
deny the conditional use permit. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code to the 
contrary and in lieu of the conditional use standards set forth in Sections 2.3.7 and 4.2.3, in 
determining whether to approve, approve with conditions, or deny an application for a 
conditional use permit for a wireless telecommunications facility, the City Council shall consider 
the following criteria: 

1.  Proximity and impact, if any, on residential districts, properties with 'For-Sale' dwelling 
uses, and historic structures/properties, including the visual and aesthetic impact of the 
wireless telecommunications facility; 

2.  Impact on the use of adjacent properties and surrounding areas; 

3.  Visibility from public rights-of-way, particularly Corridors of Influence, minor arterials, 
collector streets, and local streets; 

4.  Demonstrated need for the wireless telecommunications facility at the specified site, 
including need for service coverage or additional capacity; 

5.  Demonstrated need for the proposed height of the wireless telecommunications facility; 

6.  Topography, tree coverage and foliage of the area where the wireless telecommunications 
facility is to be located that buffer or screen the potential visual impact of the support 
structure and wireless transmission equipment; 

7.  Design of the wireless telecommunications facility, with particular reference to design 
characteristics which have the effect of reducing or eliminating visual obtrusiveness, 
including consideration of stealth towers and concealed WTF's; 

8.  Proposed ingress and egress; 

9.  Availability of suitable existing wireless towers or other support structures for collocation or 
for siting an attached WTF, so as to not require the construction of additional wireless 
towers or other antenna support structures; 

10.  Other alternative sites; 

11.  Collocation capability (i.e., whether the WTF is engineered and constructed to 
accommodate additional antennas or antenna arrays) and whether applicant intends to 
allow, accept, and accommodate collocation in the future; 
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12.  Whether the proposed wireless telecommunications facility will impede the normal and 
orderly development of surrounding property for uses predominant in the area; and 

13.  Whether the location and siting of the proposed wireless telecommunications facility is 
considered to be consistent with a desirable pattern of development for the City, in general. 

E.  Variances. 

1.  An application for a variance or exception to the minimum requirements applicable to 
wireless telecommunications facilities subject to the approval of a conditional use permit 
Cannot read may only be heard and acted upon by the City Council following the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission. Any such variance or exception must be 
requested as part of the conditional use application and shall be heard by the Planning 
Commission and decided by the City Council as part of the public hearing process related 
to the conditional use application. If the conditional use is denied, the variance/exception 
may not be approved. If the conditional use is approved, with or without conditions, action 
may then be considered on the proposed variance/exception. Any request to change or 
modify the conditions of an approved conditional use permit or to modify an existing 
wireless telecommunications facility that is not otherwise exempt pursuant to Sections 
2.8.8 or 2.8.9 (§6409 modification) or subject to administrative approval, shall require an 
application for a conditional use permit. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code or 
the City Code to the contrary, no grant of relief from or variance or exception to the 
requirements applicable to a wireless telecommunications facility subject to the approval of 
a conditional use permit shall be heard or acted upon by the Board of Appeals. 

2.  Variances or exceptions shall be limited to relief from the following requirements of this 
Section 2.8: 

a.  Maximum height of the WTF; 

b.  Minimum setback; and 

c.  Minimum buffer. 

A variance or exception to a height limitation shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the 
maximum height allowed pursuant to the applicable provision of this Section 2.8. Further, a 
variance or exception to minimum setback or buffer requirements shall not exceed fifty 
percent (50%) of the minimum setback or buffer required pursuant to the applicable 
provision of this Section 2.8 or this Code. 

3.  When a proposed wireless telecommunications facility is recognized as potentially 
appropriate pursuant to the criteria set forth in Paragraph D, the City Council may grant a 
variance or exception only upon a showing by applicant, as found by the City Council, of 
the following: 

a.  (i)  There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the property 
where the wireless telecommunication facility is to be located as a result of its 
size, shape or topography, which are not applicable to other lands in the area; 
and 

(ii)  The application of the particular provision of this Section 2.8 to the property will 
result in a hardship that is substantially unwarranted by the protection of the 
public health, safety or general welfare and the need for consistency among all 
properties similarly zoned; and 

(iii)  Granting the variance will not confer any special privileges to the applicant 
which are inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties similarly zoned 
or which are denied to others similarly situated, or otherwise confer to applicant 
any advantage over similarly zoned properties or others similarly situated; and 

(iv)  Granting of the variance would not violate more than one standard of this 
Section; and 
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(v)  Relief, if granted, is the minimum necessary to alleviate such unnecessary 
hardship and will not otherwise serve as a mere convenience to the applicant; 
and 

(vi)  Relief, if granted and with necessary conditions imposed, would be in harmony 
with the general purpose and intent of this Section 2.8; and 

(vii)  Relief, if granted, would not be injurious to surrounding residential areas and 
neighborhoods, cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the 
purpose and intent of this Code; or 

b.  Failure to grant relief would have the effect of prohibiting personal wireless services. 

( Ord. No. 715 , § 6(Exh. A), 9-28-2015) 

2.8.8   Exemptions.

The following uses shall not require the approval of an administrative or conditional use WTF permit, 
as otherwise required pursuant to this Section 2.8, subject to compliance with the applicable requirements 
set forth below; provided, however, nothing set forth herein shall exempt the subject property or structure 
from compliance with applicable building, electrical, safety and other construction code requirements, or 
building or land development regulations, including building and land development permit and site plan 
review requirements: 

A.  Governmental WTF's. Wireless telecommunications facilities, including wireless towers, used 
solely for public safety purposes, installed and operated as a governmental function by federal 
or state government, the City, the North Fulton Regional Radio System Authority, or authorized 
Fulton County public safety agencies (e.g., City or Fulton County 911 emergency 
communications and City or Fulton County public safety communications for sheriff's office, 
police department, fire department or first responder medical services) may be installed without 
the requirement of an administrative or conditional use permit. Unless otherwise prohibited by 
law, public safety agencies shall be required to provide a map of the wireless tower or wireless 
telecommunications facility location. Notwithstanding the foregoing requirement regarding the 
use of the wireless tower for public safety purposes, collocations of wireless transmission 
equipment for commercial purposes onto an existing governmental wireless tower may be 
allowed (pursuant to the requirements set forth in the preceding paragraph). When a wireless 
tower or other wireless telecommunications facility approved for an authorized public safety 
agency ceases to be operated or used by an authorized public safety agency for a public safety 
purpose, any current use of such wireless tower or other wireless telecommunications facility by 
a nonpublic safety entity (due to prior collocation) shall be deemed nonconforming and the 
structure shall be deemed a nonconforming structure, unless such nonpublic safety entity 
submits an application for use of the wireless tower or WTF pursuant to the administrative or 
conditional use permit requirements set forth in this Section, as applicable, as if it were a new 
wireless tower or WTF. 

B.  COW's. Upon a declaration of a state of emergency or disaster by federal, state, or local 
government or a determination of public necessity by the City, the City Administrator or his/her 
designee may approve the placement of a COW at any location within the City, subject to the 
COW's compliance with Federal and/or State requirements, for a period of not more than one-
hundred and twenty (120) days following the duration of the state of emergency or occurrence 
of the disaster or other event providing for public necessity. Further, the City Administrator or 
his/her designee may approve the placement of a COW for the purpose of providing service for 
a special event, subject to the COW's compliance with Federal and/or State requirements, for 
up to forty-five (45) days prior to such special event, for the duration of the special event, and 
for up to fourteen (14) days thereafter. 

C.  In-Building Antennas. Antennas and other wireless transmission equipment installed entirely 
within buildings (without any exterior alterations to the exterior walls, roof, or other exterior 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=737227&datasource=ordbank
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architectural features of the building) for the primary purpose of providing wireless 
communications services within such building are not subject to the requirements of this 
Section. 

D.  Amateur Radio Antennas. An amateur radio antenna owned and operated by a FCC-licensed 
amateur radio station operator and used solely for non-commercial purposes may be located 
without the requirement of an administrative or conditional use permit provided the following 
requirements are met: 

1.  The amateur radio tower, including antenna, is located in the rear year of the property 
(behind the principal structure); 

2.  The amateur radio tower is less than (a) fifty (50) feet in height if located outside the 
Downtown Overlay, or (b) twenty-five (25) feet in height if located within the Downtown 
Overlay; 

3.  The amateur radio tower shall be designed such that the entire structure will remain on the 
property or within a fall easement if it should fall; and 

4.  The amateur radio tower and antenna shall meet all accessory structure requirements for 
the zoning district in which the amateur radio antenna is located except for the foregoing 
height limitations, which shall control. 

E.  Minor Antennas. Satellite dish, television broadcast receiving antennas, and other OTARD 
antennas that are one meter (39.37 inches) or less in diameter and designed and used only to 
receive video programming signals (a) from direct broadcast satellite services, (b) from 
television broadcast stations, or (c) for wireless cable service. 

F.  Collocations and Modifications. Collocation of new wireless transmission equipment on an 
existing antenna support structure and modification of an existing wireless telecommunications 
facility that conform with the following requirements, as applied to the wireless 
telecommunications facility as it was previously approved and constructed, do not require the 
approval of a WTF permit: 

1.  The proposed collocation shall not increase the height or width of the antenna support 
structure, as previously approved, to which the wireless transmission equipment is to be 
attached; 

2.  New ground-mounted wireless transmission equipment shall be installed within the existing 
equipment compound, or, when there is not an existing equipment compound, shall be 
located within an existing equipment cabinet or a replacement equipment cabinet, which 
shall not exceed the dimensions or footprint of the equipment cabinet being replaced; 

3.  The proposed modification shall not increase the dimensions (area/perimeter) of the 
equipment compound, as previously approved, or where there is no equipment compound; 

4.  The proposed collocation or modification shall comply with any and all regulations, and/or 
conditions of approval applicable to the wireless telecommunications facility, including any 
and all design standards and requirements or conditions of approval providing required 
concealment elements or otherwise related to the design or visibility of the WTF; 

5.  The proposed modification or collocation shall not exceed the applicable weight limits for 
the antenna support structure, as demonstrated by a certified letter from a structural 
engineer licensed to practice in the State of Georgia; and 

6.  The proposed wireless telecommunications facility will not interfere with emergency or 
public safety communications, as demonstrated by a certified letter from a licensed radio 
frequency engineer. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing exemption, any such proposed collocation or modification 
requires the submittal of an application to the Community Development Department. The 
contents of such application shall include such information and documentation set forth in 
Subsection 2.8.4 as necessary to determine compliance with the foregoing criteria, as well as 
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the applicable certifications required above. An application submitted pursuant to this Paragraph 
shall include a statement providing that the proposed application for collocation or modification 
is entitled to streamlined processing pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 36-66B-1, et seq. (the BILD Act). 
Any such application shall be reviewed for conformance with applicable building, electrical, 
safety and other construction code permit requirements, land development permit requirements, 
and site plan review requirements, including zoning and land use conformity, but shall not 
otherwise be subject to the issuance of additional administrative or conditional use permit (WTF 
permit) approvals, provided the proposed collocation or modification conforms with the 
requirements of this Paragraph. The provisions and procedures set forth in this Paragraph are 
adopted for the purpose of complying with O.C.G.A. § 36-66B-1, et seq. (the BILD Act) and are 
intended to allow previously approved wireless telecommunications facilities to be modified or 
collocations to previously approved antenna support structures to be accepted without the 
requirement of additional zoning or land use review and approval beyond that which is typically 
required by the City for the issuance of building or electrical permits. 

( Ord. No. 715 , § 6(Exh. A), 9-28-2015) 

2.8.9   § 6409 modifications—Exemptions for modifications that do not substantially change the 
physical dimensions of a wireless telecommunications facility.

A.  Purpose. This Subsection is adopted pursuant to § 6409(a) of the 2012 Middle Class Tax Relief and 
Job Creation Act (also referred to as § 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act), codified at 47 U.S.C. § 1455(a), 
and the new FCC rules and regulations adopted pursuant to Federal Communications Commission 
Report and Order FCC-14-153 ("Wireless Infrastructure Order") and set forth in 47 CFR § 1.40001. 

B.  Definitions. For the purposes of this Subsection 2.8.9 only, the following terms shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them below (terms not otherwise defined in this Paragraph B, shall have the 
meanings set forth in Section 2.8.3): 

1.  Base Station means the alternative support structure of an attached WTF or any wireless 
transmission equipment at such fixed location associated with the attached WTF, provided the 
location and installation of such attached WTF was reviewed, approved, and issued a permit by 
the City in accordance with the applicable zoning and development regulations set forth in 
Section 2.8 (or any prior applicable City or local government zoning regulations in effect at the 
time of the original approval). The term "Base Station" does not encompass the term "Wireless 
Tower" as defined in this Subsection 2.8.9, or any wireless transmission equipment associated 
with a Wireless Tower. 

2.  Collocation means the mounting or installation of wireless transmission equipment on an 
Existing Wireless Tower or Existing Base Station for the purpose of transmitting and/or 
receiving radio frequency signals for communications purposes. 

3.  Concealment Elements means any and all concealment, camouflaging, screening, or blending 
techniques or methods, or other similar techniques or methods to reduce the visibility of the 
wireless telecommunication facility, (a) imposed as condition of zoning or conditional use 
approval at the time of the original approval of the Wireless Tower or Base Station or at the time 
of the approval of any modification to the Wireless Tower or Base Station occurring prior to 
February 22, 2012, or constituting a Substantial Change, or (b) required by any applicable 
regulation or provision of this Section 2.8 (or any prior applicable City or local government 
zoning regulations) in effect at the time of the original approval of the Wireless Tower or Base 
Station or at the time of the approval of any modification to the Wireless Tower or Base Station 
occurring prior to February 22, 2012, or constituting a Substantial Change. "Concealment 
Elements" include any and all design regulations, requirements or conditions that are applied to 
Wireless Towers and Base Stations to reduce the visibility of the wireless telecommunication 
facility, including, but not limited to, conditions or design regulations pertaining to antenna size 
and type, color of the support structure and wireless transmission equipment, antenna mounting 
techniques, including the requirement that antennas be flush-mounted, siting Base Stations so 
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that they blend in with similar surrounding structures, requirements as to how cables should be 
located, and the size, location, design, and screening for ground based equipment. 
"Concealment Elements" include limitations on the height of the Wireless Tower or Base Station 
when such height limitations are imposed in conjunction with other design regulations or 
conditions requiring concealment, camouflaging, screening, blending, or other similar 
techniques or methods to be employed in order to reduce the visibility of the wireless 
telecommunication facility. 

4.  Current Site means: 

a.  For Wireless Towers, other than Wireless Towers located in the public rights-of-way, the 
current boundaries of the leased or owned property surrounding the Wireless Tower and 
any related access or utility easements, as set forth in the application for the original 
approval of such Wireless Tower or any subsequent application to modify such Wireless 
Tower approved prior to February 22, 2012; and 

b.  For Wireless Towers located in the public rights-of-way and Base Stations, the limited area 
in proximity to the alternative support structure and other wireless transmission equipment 
already deployed on the ground, but only such restricted area that lies within the current 
boundaries of the leased or owned property surrounding the Base Station and any related 
access or utility easements. 

5.  Existing Wireless Tower or Existing Base Station means a Wireless Tower or Base Station that: 

a.  At the time an application is filed with the City pursuant to this Subsection, supports or 
houses wireless transmission equipment; and 

b.  (i)  Was reviewed, approved, and issued a permit by the City in accordance with the 
applicable zoning and development regulations set forth in Section 2.8, or was 
reviewed and approved in accordance with any former applicable City or other local 
government zoning and development regulations governing the permitting of such 
facilities and equipment at the time of its approval; or 

(ii)  Was lawfully built and placed into operation in an area that was not zoned at the time 
of its installation. 

"Existing Wireless Tower" or "Existing Base Station" does not include a structure that (i) is 
merely capable of supporting wireless transmission equipment, (ii) was constructed without the 
required zoning and development review and approval, or was otherwise illegally constructed, 
or (iii) was legally constructed in an area that was zoned, but at a time when applicable City or 
local zoning and development regulations did not require WTF review and approval. 

6.  Modification means the improvement, upgrade, expansion, removal, or replacement of existing 
wireless telecommunications facilities, including the installation, removal or replacement of 
wireless transmission equipment associated with an Existing Wireless Tower or Existing Base 
Station, such as the collocation of antenna on an Existing Wireless Tower or Base Station, the 
installation, removal or replacement of wireless transmission equipment within an existing 
equipment compound, or the installation, removal or replacement of an equipment cabinet 
associated with an Existing Wireless Tower or Existing Base Station, but does not include the 
complete or substantial replacement of a Wireless Tower or Base Station. 

7.  Substantial Change means a modification that, either singularly or due to the cumulative effect 
of a series of changes over time, changes the physical dimensions of a Wireless Tower or Base 
Station in any manner meeting one or more of the following criteria: 

a.  For a Wireless Tower other than a Wireless Tower located in the public right-of-way, 
increases the height of the Wireless Tower by more than ten percent (10%) or by the 
height of one additional antenna array with separation from the nearest existing antenna 
not to exceed twenty (20) feet, whichever is greater; for a Wireless Tower located in the 
public right-of-way or a Base Station, increases the height of the structure by more than ten 
percent (10%) or more than ten (10) feet, whichever is greater, provided: 
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(i)  In cases where the deployments are or will be separated horizontally, such as on 
buildings' rooftops, changes in height resulting from a modification shall be measured 
from the height of the original structure (e.g., change in height is measured from the 
rooftop to the highest point of the proposed deployment) rather than from the height of 
a previously approved antenna or WTF (e.g., change in height is not based on the 
highest point of the existing roof-mounted WTF's antenna); and 

(ii)  In other circumstances, changes in height shall be determined by measuring the 
change in height from the dimensions of the Wireless Tower or Base Station as 
originally approved, but inclusive of the most recent modification that received City 
approval or other applicable local zoning approval prior to February 22, 2012; or 

b.  For a Wireless Tower other than a Wireless Tower located in the public right-of-way, 
involves adding an appurtenance to the body of the Wireless Tower that would protrude 
from the edge of the Wireless Tower by more than twenty (20) feet, or more than the width 
of the Wireless Tower structure at the level of the appurtenance, whichever is greater; for a 
Wireless Tower located in the public right-of-way or a Base Station, involves adding an 
appurtenance to the body of the structure that would protrude from the edge of the 
structure by more than six (6) feet; or 

c.  Involves the installation of more than the standard number of new equipment cabinets for 
the technology involved, as reasonably determined by the Director, but not to exceed four 
(4) equipment cabinets; or, for Wireless Towers located in the public rights-of-way or Base 
Stations, involves the installation of new equipment cabinet(s) on the ground if there are no 
pre-existing ground-mounted equipment cabinets associated with such Wireless Tower or 
Base Station, or involves the installation of ground-mounted equipment cabinets that are 
more than ten percent (10%) larger in height or overall volume than any other ground 
cabinet associated with the structure; or 

d.  Entails excavation or deployment outside the Current Site boundaries; or 

e.  Results in the Wireless Tower or Base Station, as modified, being out of compliance with 
any current regulation required for approval of a WTF permit, any condition imposed as 
condition of zoning or conditional use approval at the time of the original approval of the 
Wireless Tower or Base Station or at the time of the approval of any modification to the 
Wireless Tower or Base Station occurring prior to February 22, 2012, or constituting a 
Substantial Change, or any applicable regulation or provision of this Section 2.8 (or any 
prior applicable City or local government zoning regulations) in effect at the time of the 
original approval of the Wireless Tower or Base Station or at the time of the approval of 
any modification to the Wireless Tower or Base Station occurring prior to February 22, 
2012, or constituting a Substantial Change, other than regulations or conditions related to 
height, width, equipment cabinets, or excavation or deployment that do not constitute 
Substantial Changes in accordance with the thresholds identified in subparagraphs a.—d. 
above, provided that such regulations or conditions related to height, width, equipment 
cabinets, or excavation or deployment are not concealment elements; or 

f.  Would defeat the concealment elements of the Wireless Tower or Base Station. 

8.  Wireless Tower means any structure built for the sole or primary purpose of supporting any FCC 
licensed or authorized antennas and their associated facilities, including tower structures that 
are constructed for wireless communications services, and the associated Current Site. 

C.  Application Review and Approval. Notwithstanding any other provision of Section 2.8 of this Code, a 
request for Collocation or Modification that will not result in a Substantial Change in the physical 
dimensions of an Existing Wireless Tower or Existing Base Station, shall be reviewed and approved 
in accordance with the procedures set forth in 47 CFR § 1.40001, provided the Director further finds 
that the proposed Collocation or Modification will comply with generally applicable building, 
structural, electrical and safety codes and all other objective standards set forth in applicable 
regulations related to health and safety. 
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D.  Application Contents. Each application that is submitted for review under this Subsection shall 
clearly identify the application as a Section 6409(a) application and shall be accompanied by such 
information and documentation set forth in Subsection 2.8.4 as necessary to determine compliance 
with the foregoing criteria, including, but not limited to: 

1.  A written and technically accurate and reliable narrative that explains the nature of the permit 
sought (collocation or modification) and that further states whether the applicant believes (and 
the basis therefor) that the WTF is subject to 47 U.S.C. § 1455(a), and if so, why its proposal fits 
each and every criteria for a Section 6409(a) modification set forth herein. 

2.  A detailed written description of the proposed Modification to the Existing Wireless Tower or 
Existing Base Station; 

3.  A photograph or graphic description to scale and a written description of the Existing Wireless 
Tower or Existing Base Station as originally constructed, if available, and as currently existing, 
and a graphic depiction to scale of the Wireless Tower or Base Station after Collocation or 
Modification; 

4.  A description of all construction that will be performed in connection with the proposed 
Collocation or Modification, including any excavation; and 

5.  A signed declaration by the applicant certifying that the proposed Collocation or Modification 
shall not constitute a Substantial Change and detailing the reasons therefor. 

E.  Validity. This Subsection 2.8.9 is adopted for the purpose of complying with Section 6409(a) and the 
Wireless Infrastructure Order. This Subsection shall become null and void if Section 6409(a) or the 
Wireless Infrastructure Order is rescinded or invalidated. Any and all permits issued pursuant to this 
Subsection 2.8.9 shall terminate on the ninety-first (91st) day after Section 6409(a) or the Wireless 
Infrastructure Order is rescinded or invalidated. Further, if any provision of Section 6409(a) or the 
Wireless Infrastructure Order limiting the review of a modification or collocation by a local 
government is found unconstitutional, unenforceable or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
the corresponding provision(s) set forth in this Subsection 2.8.9 shall become null and void. 

( Ord. No. 715 , § 6(Exh. A), 9-28-2015) 

2.8.10   Wireless Telecommunications Facilities in Public Rights-of-Way.

A.  Purpose and Intent. It is the purpose and intent of this Section 2.8.10 to provide for the management 
of the public rights-of-way in order to protect, maintain and promote the public health, safety, and 
general welfare; to establish reasonable regulations designed to manage the public rights-of-way 
that provide design requirements and procedures for the placement, construction and maintenance 
of wireless telecommunications facilities within the public rights-of-way by chartered telephone 
companies authorized to access such public rights-of-way per [O.C.G.A.] § 46-5-1; to establish and 
administer reasonable regulations governing the placement, construction and maintenance of 
wireless telecommunications facilities within the public rights-of-way pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 32-4-92 
and consistent with state and federal law, including O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1 and 47 U.S.C. § 253 and 
§332; to provide for and maintain the safety of the traveling public and pedestrians and the 
appearance of public rights-of-way; to minimize disruption to the public rights-of-way; and to 
otherwise preserve the City's authority to manage and regulate the public rights-of-way within the 
City. Further, these provisions supplement and are in addition to other regulations and guidelines 
applicable to the use of public rights-of-way in the City. 

B. Definitions. For the purposes of this Subsection 2.8.10 only, the following terms shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them below (terms not otherwise defined in this Paragraph, shall have the 
meanings set forth in Section 2.8.3): 

Broadband services. A fixed or mobile wireless terrestrial service that consists of the capability 
to transmit at a rate of not less than 25 megabits per second in the downstream direction and at 
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least 3 megabits per second in the upstream direction to end users and in combination with such 
service provides (a) access to the Internet or (b) computer processing, information storage, or 
protocol conversion.

Cable operator.  The term ‘cable operator’ shall have the same meaning as provided in 47 
U.S.C. §522.  

Decorative Pole.  A street light or traffic signal pole that is specially designed or placed for 
aesthetic purposes.

Evidence of Need Report. A report providing sufficient information to demonstrate why existing 
alternative support structuresutility poles and street lights in the public right-of-way cannot 
reasonably accommodate the applicant's need. 

Pedestrian light. (i) A pedestrian-scale fixture situated adjacent to sidewalks; and (ii) composed 
of a footing, pole shaft and luminaire, which may or may not be attached to an arm extending from 
the pole, between twelve (12) and twenty (20) feet in height; and (iii) operated for pedestrian safety 
and for sidewalk, trail or pathway illumination.

Personal wireless services. The term ‘personal wireless services’ shall have the same meaning 
as provided in 47 U.S.C. §332, which defines the term as ‘commercial mobile services, unlicensed 
wireless services, and common carrier wireless exchange access services.’  This definition, 
including the terms ‘commercial mobile services,’ ‘unlicensed wireless services,’ and ‘common 
carrier wireless exchange access services,’ shall further be interpreted in a manner consistent with 
federal statutes and regulations under the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, including FCC 
interpretations of such terms by rule or order.  

Post-top street light. A tapered steel pole with the luminaire mounted on top of the pole. Also 
referred to as a "post-top luminary fixture." 

Qualified broadband provider. A ‘cable operator,’ as defined in 47 U.S.C. § 522, that offers or 
provides broadband services as a ‘mass-market retail service.’ The term ‘mass-market retail service’ 
means services marketed and sold on a standardized basis to residential customers, small 
businesses, and other end-user customers such as schools, including institutions of higher 
education, and libraries, but does not include enterprise offerings or special access services, which 
are typically offered to larger organizations through customized or individually negotiated 
arrangement. 

Registrant. A person or entity eligible to access the public rights-of-way of the City as set forth 
in Paragraph C of this Subsection 2.8.10. 

Replacement utility pole.  A pole constructed to replace an existing utility pole, which is 
substantially similar in design, size and scale as the existing utility pole it serves to replace and 
conforms to the other requirements set forth herein.   

Street light. A light standard, light pole or similar light fixture located within public right-of-way, 
composed of a footing, pole shaft, and horizontally mounted luminaire, and primarily designed and 
operated for street or roadway illumination.  A pole or structure which is used or designed to carry 
lines, cables, or wires for electricity, telephone, or cable television, and to which a luminaire is 
attached, is not a “street light.”  A pole or structure, with or without a luminaire for roadway or 
sidewalk illumination, which supports or to which is attached one or more vehicular or pedestrian 
signal heads, is not a “street light.”
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Street light standard. A tapered steel pole with a mast arm extending a minimum of three (3) 
feet from the pole, to which the luminaire or lighting fixture is mounted, and designed and operated 
for street or roadway illumination. 

Telephone Ccompany. A telephone company ‘telecommunications carrier,’ as defined in 47 
U.S.C. §153, chartered by the laws of the State of Georgia or any other state and certified by the 
Georgia Public Service Commission pursuant to O.C.G.A. 46-5-163 to provide telecommunications 
services in this state, and which is authorized to construct, maintain and operate its lines upon, 
under, along, and over public rights-of-way of this State in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1. 

Traffic signal pole. A steel or concrete strain pole with span wire or a steel pole with mast 
arm(s), with one or more vehicular signal heads attached to the span wire (strain pole) or mast arm, 
which is located within public right-of-way, and which is owned, managed, or operated by the City or 
which the City has the responsibility to maintain or manage.

Utility pole. An existing pole or structure owned or operated and in active use by a public utility, 
electric membership corporation or electric cooperative that is specifically designed and used to 
carry lines, cables, or wires for electricity, telephone, or cable television. A "utility pole" does not 
include street lights, light standards or poles, lamp posts, and other structures primarily designed 
and used to provide lighting. 

C.  Registration Eligibility to Access Public Rights-of-Way of City. 

An applicant for approval under this Section 2.8.10 must either be (1) a provider of personal wireless 
services; (2) a qualified broadband provider; or (3) a telephone company, including a third-party 
provider or neutral carrier. Speculative facilities will not be approved.

1.  Registration Required. Subject to and in accordance with the additional regulations, terms and 
conditions prescribed in this Section 2.8.10, only a telephone company that has filed a complete 
registration application approved by the City in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1 and Section 
12-21 of The Code of the City of Alpharetta, Georgia (the "City Code") may place, site, locate, 
install, modify, or maintain a wireless telecommunications facility in public rights-of-way of the 
City. Wireless telecommunications facilities may only be placed, sited, located, installed, 
modified, or maintained by such registrants in public rights-of-way that are located within the 
service area identified in the registration application approved by the City in accordance with 
O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1 and Section 12-21 of the City Code. Further, only wireless 
telecommunications facilities providing the types of services included in the description of 
services set forth in the application approved by the City in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1 
and Section 12-21 of the City Code may be placed, sited, located, installed, modified or 
maintained by a registrant in public right-of-way. If the telephone company has modified the 
service area or the description of services to be provided as identified in the original application, 
the telephone company shall update the changes to the service area and/or the services 
provided prior to submitting an application to locate a wireless telecommunications facility in 
public rights-of-way of the City. 

2.  Review of Registration. The registration of the registered telephone company shall be reviewed 
by the City at the time an application to locate a wireless telecommunications facility in public 
right-of-way is submitted by such registrant. Such review shall include confirmation that all "due 
compensation" owed to the City has been paid by the registrant pursuant to Section 12-21 of 
the City Code and O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1. If the City confirms that the registrant has submitted all 
information in accordance with this subsection C. and is compliant with the provisions of 
O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1 and Section 12-21 of the City Code, the City shall notify the registrant of 
same; provided, however, such notification shall neither have the effect of nor be deemed an 
accord and satisfaction or waiver of any "due compensation" owed to the City. If the City 
determines that information has not been submitted in accordance with this subsection C. or the 
registration is not compliant with the provisions of O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1 and Section 12-21 of the 
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City Code, the City shall notify the registrant in writing of the non-effectiveness of registration, 
and reasons for the non-effectiveness. 

3.  Effect of Registration; Additional Permits Required. An effective registration is a pre-condition 
for obtaining a permit to locate or place a WTF in public right-of-way. Notwithstanding an 
effective registration, a registrant shall be required to obtain a permit to place a wireless 
telecommunications facility in public right-of-way and such other permits as required by other 
applicable City ordinances, codes or regulations, as well as state and federal law. A permit may 
be obtained by or on behalf of a registrant having an effective registration if all permitting 
requirements are met. 

a.  Non-Exclusive. Registration in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1 and Section 12-21 of the 
City Code is nonexclusive and does not establish any right or priority to place or maintain a 
wireless telecommunications facility in any particular area in public rights-of-way within the 
City. Registrations and the placement of WTF's in the public rights-of-way are expressly 
subject to any future amendment of this Section 2.8.10, and such other City, state or 
federal laws, codes, ordinances, regulations or policies that may be enacted. 

b.  Neither registration nor the issuance of WTF right-of-way placement permit conveys any 
title, equitable or legal, in the public rights-of-way of the City. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §§ 46-
5-1 and 32-4-92, registration governs only the right to access the public rights-of-way of the 
City in compliance with City, local, state and federal laws, ordinances, codes and 
regulations. Registration does not excuse a registrant from obtaining appropriate access or 
pole attachment agreements before locating its wireless transmission facilities on the 
facilities of another utility or person, nor does it excuse a registrant from complying with the 
provisions of this Section 2.8.10 and other applicable City, local, state or federal laws, 
ordinances, codes and regulations. 

c.  A registrant shall not commence to place or maintain a wireless telecommunications facility 
in public rights-of-way until all applicable permits, including a WTF right-of-way placement 
permit, have been applied for by registrant and issued by the City or other appropriate 
authority. 

D. WTF Right-of-Way Placement Permits. 

1.  WTF Right-Of-Way Placement Permit Required. A registrantNo person or entity shall not place, 
install, site, locate, collocate or modify a wireless telecommunications facility in the public right-
of-way of the City without the issuance of an administrative permit from the City in accordance 
with the provisions hereof (an administrative permit to place, install, site, locate, collocate or 
modify a wireless telecommunications facility in the public right-of-way of the City is referred to 
herein as a "WTF right-of-way placement permit"). A WTF right-of-way placement permit shall 
be required for each wireless telecommunications facility installation site in the public right-of-
way. The complete removal of a wireless telecommunications facility shall not require a permit 
under this Section; however, removal must be performed in strict compliance with this Section. 

a.  Following the issuance of a WTF right-of-way placement permit, a registrant permittee shall 
not commence to install, construct or place a wireless telecommunications facility in the 
public right-of-way until all other applicable permits have been issued by the City or other 
appropriate authority. Registrant acknowledges that as a condition of granting such 
permits, the City may impose reasonable terms and conditions governing the placement or 
maintenance of a wireless telecommunications facility in public rights-of-way. 

b.  All issued permits shall apply only to the areas of public rights-of-way specifically identified 
in the permit. The City may issue a blanket permit to cover certain activities, such as 
routine maintenance and repair activities, that may otherwise require individual permits or 
may impose lesser requirements. 

c.  A registrant that places or maintain a wireless telecommunications facility in the public 
right-of-way shall comply with and abide by all applicable provisions of this Section 2.8.10 
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and any and all other City, local, state and federal laws, ordinances, codes, statutes, 
regulations and policies. 

d. A WTF right-of-way placement permit, if granted, allows the permittee to construct and 
maintain a service utility line for a maximum of fifty-two feet (52’) within the public right-of-
way.

2.  Exemptions. A WTF right-of-way placement permit shall not be required for the following: 

a.  §6409 Modifications. A registrant shall be exempt from the requirement of obtaining an 
additional WTF right-of-way placement permit for collocations and modifications that are 
exempt per Section 2.8.9 hereof (§6409 Modifications — Exemptions for Modifications that 
do not Substantially Change the Physical Dimensions of a Wireless Telecommunications 
Facility); provided, however, the registrant shall be required to submit an application as set 
forth therein. 

b.  Emergencies. Subject to compliance with the other requirements provided herein, in the 
event of an emergency requiring the replacement or maintenance of a wireless 
telecommunications facility in the public right-of-way, a registrant shall be exempt from the 
requirement of first obtaining a WTF right-of-way placement permit prior to performing such 
work. The term "emergency" shall mean a condition that affects the public's health, safety 
or welfare, and which includes an unplanned out-of-service condition of a pre-existing 
service. Registrant shall provide prompt notice to the City of the replacement or 
maintenance of a wireless telecommunications facility in public rights-of-way in the event of 
an emergency. 

3.  Application for WTF right-of-way placement permit. 

a. General. The Director of Engineering/Public Works, or his/her designee, shall be 
responsible for the review and approval or denial of all WTF right-of-way placement permit 
applications. The Community Development Department shall be responsible for receiving 
all WTF right-of-way placement permit applications. Original applications received by the 
Community Development Department shall be forwarded to the City Engineering/Public 
Works Department and copies of same shall be distributed to the Finance Department and 
all other affected City departments for review for completeness and compliance with City 
regulations and laws. The Director of Engineering/Public Works shall be responsible for 
further coordinating departmental review for compliance. Applications for a WTF right-of-
way placement permit shall be approved by the Director of Engineering/Public Works 
whenever the Director of Engineering/Public Works determines that the proposed WTF 
fully complies with the subject standards, regulations and requirements, as more fully set 
forth herein—which may include revisions to the application. 

b. Pre-Application Conference. Before application submittal, applicants are strongly 
encouraged to schedule and attend a voluntary pre-application conference with City staff 
for all WTF right-of-way placement permit applications. The pre-application conference is 
intended to foster cooperative discussion between applicants and staff, identify potentially 
avoidable issues, and generally streamline the application review process to occur after the 
applicant formally submits its application. City staff will endeavor to provide applicants with 
an appointment between approximately five (5) and fifteen (15) working days after a written 
request for an appointment is received.

cb.  Submittal of Application(s). An application for a WTF right-of-way placement permit(s) 
shall be submitted to the Community Development Department on an application form 
prepared by the City and made available to the public. The City will provide on its public 
website the contact information, including the e-mail address and telephone number, of the 
point of contact at the City authorized to receive WTF right-of-way placement permit 
applications, who shall also be the point of contact for requesting and scheduling a pre-
application conference. An application shall be required for each WTF or installation site, 
except as otherwise expressly provided in this Paragraph 3. 
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d. Planned Network; Batching. Where a proposed WTF is part of a planned network of WTF's 
that will be installed contemporaneously or sequentially, such as a WTF for DAS, or an 
applicant otherwise seeks to construct, modify or replace a network of WTF’s, the applicant 
may either:

(i) Submit applications for each of the WTF's in the proposed planned network shall be 
submitted at the same time; or

(ii) Submit a single, consolidated application for the multiple WTF’s in the planned network. 

Subject to the other requirements and procedures set forth herein, when WTF’s requested 
under a single, consolidated application are approved by the City, the City may issue either 
a single WTF right-of-way placement permit for multiple WTF’s (i.e., single permit covering 
all approved WTF’s) or multiple permits (i.e., separate permit for each approved WTF).

e. Single Source of Contact.  At the time of submittal of an application for a WTF right-of-way 
placement permit, the City Administrator will appoint a single point of contact for all matters 
related to the application and the proposed project or, if multiple applications are submitted 
at the same time for a planned network, the proposed network project. 

4. Contents of Application. An application for a WTF right-of-way placement shall include such 
information and documents required by the application form, which shall include, but not be 
limited to, the information and documents set forth in Section 2.8.4(CD), as well as the 
following: 

a.  Description of Construction: A description of the manner in which the WTF will be installed 
(i.e. anticipated construction methods and/or techniques) and the timetable for construction 
of the project or each phase thereof, and the areas of the City which will be affected; 

b.  Traffic Maintenance Plan: A traffic maintenance plan for any disruption or obstruction of the 
public rights-of-way; 

c.  Estimate of Costs to Restore: If appropriate given the type of WTF proposed, an estimate 
of the cost of restoration to the public rights-of-way; 

d.  Identification of Facilities in Public Right-of-Way: Information that identifies and depicts all 
utility poles, electrical transmission towers, street lights fixtures, traffic control signals poles 
and related equipment and devices, and other above-ground structures, fixtures, facilities 
and equipment currently existing in the area of the public right-of-way to which the permit 
application applies, and extending one thousand (1,000) feet in each direction along the 
public right-of-way, if available, including, but not limited to, those owned or used by public 
utilities, electric membership corporations, electric cooperatives, or the City (such 
information shall be provided without certification as to correctness, to the extent obtained 
from other persons with fixtures, facilities or equipment in the public rights-of-way); 

e.  WTF Inventory: An inventory of all existing wireless telecommunications facilities located in 
the areas of the public right-of-way to which the permit application applies, and extending 
one thousand (1,000) feet in each direction along the public right-of-way, including any 
wireless transmission equipment or support structures that the registrant or its 
predecessor(s) in interest has previously placed or which are otherwise used by the 
registrant, and, to the extent such information is available, or which are owned or used by 
other wireless providers (such information shall be provided without certification as to 
correctness, to the extent obtained from other persons with WTF's in the public rights-of-
way)J; 

f.   Evidence of Need Report: If required due to the type of WTF proposed, an evidence of 
need report, which shall include sufficient information to demonstrate that there are no 
existing WTF’s, utility poles, and/or street lights, as applicable, located in the public rights-
of-way within the GSA, or the existing WTF's, existing utility poles and/or existing street 
lights standards in the public rights-of-way, as applicable, cannot reasonably accommodate 
the applicant's need because: 
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(i) There are no existing WTF's, existing utility poles and/or street light standards, as 
applicable, located in the public right-of-way within the GSA; 

(ii) The existing utility poles and/or street light standards, as applicable, in the GSA 
cannot accommodate the proposed attached WTF because the antenna and/or other 
wireless transmission equipment of the proposed attached WTF cannot be mounted 
at a sufficient height on the utility pole or light pole to meet the applicant's engineering 
requirements, or there is not sufficient space available for mounting wireless 
transmission equipment meeting the applicant's engineering requirements due to the 
location of utility equipment or other equipment currently mounted on the subject 
structure, or; (iii) Tor the existing utility poles and/or street light standards, as 
applicable, in the GSA does not have sufficient structural strength and cannot be 
structurally improved to support the wireless transmission equipment for the 
applicant's proposed WTF or any required structural improvements would not comply 
with the other requirements or standards set forth herein, all of which shall be 
supported by a written determination of the owner of the subject utility pole or, to the 
extent allowed by law, the owner of the light pole, which shall be further certified by a 
Georgia-licensed professional engineer; or

(iiv) Taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility, compliance with the 
design requirements and standards governing the proposed attached WTF are not 
reasonably practicable due to the design of, or other existing conditions associated 
with, the existing WTF, utility poles and/or street light standards, as applicable; or

(iiiv) To the extent there areCollocation on or modification of the existing WTF's within the 
GSA available for collocation or modification, the collocation of the proposed WTF on 
or modification to the existing WTF's  would defeat the concealment elements 
required for the existing WTF; or 

(iv) The existing utility poles and/or street lights standards in the GSA are unsuitable due 
to other similar limiting factors; provided that an engineering requirement or stated 
need for a height in excess of the maximum heights of WTF’s permitted under this 
Subsection 2.8.10 shall not constitute a reasonable basis; and 

(v) The need cannot be sufficiently addressed by the installation of a replacement utility 
pole meeting the requirements of this Subsection. 

g.  Such additional information necessary for review in order to confirm compliance with 
the requirements set forth herein, as reasonably determined and requested by the 
City and set forth in the application forms made available to the public. 

5.  No Application Fee. Notwithstanding any provision set forth in Section 2.8.4 to the contrary, no 
permit, application or review fee is required for a WTF right-of-way placement permit. 

6. Review for Completeness; Notice of Deficiency.  Within thirty (30) days of receipt of an 
application for a WTF right-of-way placement permit, the City must determine and notify the 
applicant in writing whether the application is complete or incomplete, and if an application is 
incomplete, the City must specifically identify (i) the missing documents or information and (ii) 
the specific rule, regulation or code provision creating the underlying obligation to provide same.  
If the applicant makes a supplemental submission to address or provide the missing information 
or documents identified by the City within sixty (60) days of the notice sent by the City, the City 
shall have ten (10) days from receipt of such supplemental submission to verify that the 
application is complete and, if not, notify the applicant in writing that the supplemental 
submission was not sufficient to render the application complete and specifically identify the 
missing documents or information that still need(s) to be submitted pursuant to the City’s 
original notice.  The additional documents or information provided in the supplemental 
submission shall be limited to the deficiencies cited in the original notice from the City and no 
material changes shall be made to the original application other than those necessary to cure 
any identified deficiencies. If a supplemental submission includes material changes to the 
proposed WTF’s identified in the original application, proposes or requests a WTF not identified 
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in the original application, or otherwise includes or makes a material change to the original 
application other than as necessary to cure the deficiencies identified by the City, such 
supplemental submission shall be deemed a new application. If an applicant fails to submit 
sufficient documents or information to render the application complete within sixty (60) days of 
the notice sent by the City, the original notice sent by the City shall serve as written notice of the 
denial of the application, and the application shall be deemed denied.  

7. Deadline for Action on Applications.  The City shall approve or deny an application for a WTF 
right-of-way placement permit within the applicable time period set forth in subparagraph (a), 
plus any tolling period(s) pursuant to subparagraph (b). 

a. General Time Period for Action on Application.  Subject to the tolling provisions set forth 
below, the City, by and through the Director of Public Works, or his/her designee, shall 
make its final decision to approve or deny the application(s) within the following time 
periods, unless the Director of Public Works extends the time for review for good cause 
shown and notifies the applicant in advance of such extension of time and the reasons 
therefor:

(i) For an application(s) for an attached WTF, within sixty (60) days of receipt of such 
application(s); or

(ii) For an application(s) for a new structure, within ninety (90) days of receipt of such 
application(s); or

(iii) For multiple applications or a single, consolidated application for a network project 
which seek a mix of attached WTF’s and new structures (i.e., one or more of the 
applications is for a new structure), within ninety (90) days of receipt of such 
applications. 

b. Tolling Period.  Unless a written agreement between the applicant and the City provides 
otherwise, the tolling period for an application, if any, shall be as follows:

(i) If within ten (10) days of receipt of an application for a WTF right-of-way placement 
permit, the City notifies the applicant that an application is incomplete and specifically 
identifies (i) the missing documents or information and (ii) the specific rule, regulation or 
code provision creating the obligation to submit same to the City, the time period for 
action on an application shall reset and not begin until the applicant submits all of the 
documents and information identified by the City to render the application complete 
(i.e., the date the applicant submits all of the documents and information identified by 
the City in the deficiency notice is day zero).

(ii) For all other initial applications, the tolling period shall be the number of days from –

(a) The day after the date the City sends written notice to the applicant that the 
application is incomplete in accordance with Paragraph 6 of this Section, until

(b) The date the applicant submits all the documents and information identified 
by the City in such notice to render the application complete. 

(iii) For resubmitted applications (or supplemental submissions) following a notice of 
deficiency from the City pursuant to Paragraph 6 of this Section, the tolling period 
shall be the number of days from—

(a) The day after the date the City sends written notice to the applicant that the 
applicant’s supplemental submission was not sufficient to render the application 
complete and specifically identifies the missing documents or information that 
need to be submitted based on the City’s original notice under Paragraph 6 of this 
section, until

(b) The date the applicant submits all the documents and information identified 
by the City to render the application complete,
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provided that such notice regarding the insufficiency of the supplemental 
submission is sent by the City to the applicant within ten (10) days following the 
City’s receipt of the supplemental submission in response to the City’s original 
notice under Paragraph 6 of this Section.

8. Final Decision.  The City must advise the applicant in writing of its final decision and, if such 
final decision is to deny the application, provide the basis for such denial, including identifying 
the specific City rule, regulation or code provision or other applicable law on which the denial 
was based. 

a. The denial of any WTF or site requested under a single, consolidated application shall  not 
serve as a basis for denial of other WTF’s or sites requested under the same application, 
unless such denial is due to applicant’s failure to submit a complete application in 
accordance with the provisions hereof.  Subject to applicant’s compliance with the other 
batching or consolidated application requirements set forth in this Subsection, the City shall 
grant a permit(s) for any and all WTF’s in a consolidated application that it does not 
otherwise deny. 

E.  General Standards. 

1.  General Standards of Approval; Factors for Consideration. The City shall have the authority to 
prohibit or limit the placement of new or additional wireless telecommunications facilities within 
certain public rights-of-way as reasonably necessary to protect existing facilities in the public 
rights-of-way, including facilities owned by a public utility or the City, to accommodate City plans 
for public improvements or projects that the City determines are in the public interest, to prevent 
interference with the operations of public safety communications services, to accommodate or 
address traffic safety issues or concerns related to the subject location or arising out of the 
proposed placement of the wireless telecommunication facility at the subject location, or as 
otherwise necessary, proper, or incidental to the efficient operation, management or 
development of the public rights-of-way and the municipal street system. 

a.  Preservation of Safe Traffic Environment, Appearance of Right-of-Way and Efficiency of 
Right-of-way Maintenance. The type of construction required for the installation, vertical 
clearance above pavement, horizontal clearance within the public right-of-way, the location 
of the support structure and wireless transmission equipment, and the location of existing 
poles, guys, and related ground-mounted utility appurtenances, such as transformers or 
cabinets, are factors of major importance to preserve a safe traffic environment as well as 
the appearance of the public right-of-way and the efficiency and economy of public right-of-
way maintenance. A critical requirement for locating support structures and wireless 
transmission equipment along the roadside is the width of the border area; i.e., the space 
between the edge of pavement, edge of paved shoulder or curb line and the right-of-way 
line, and its availability and suitability for accommodating such facilities. The safety, 
maintenance efficiency and appearance of public rights-of-way are enhanced by keeping 
this space as free as possible from encroachment by obstacles above the ground. Where 
ground-mounted utility facilities are to occupy this space, they shall be placed as far as 
possible from the traveled way and beyond the clear zone. The nature and extent of 
roadside development and the ruggedness of the terrain are additional controlling factors 
for locating support structures and wireless transmission equipment within the public right-
of-way as close as possible to the right-of-way line and outside of the clear zone. 

b.  Non-interference. 



44

(i) Wireless telecommunications facilities shall be placed and maintained so as not to 
interfere unreasonably with the use of the public rights-of-way by the public and so as 
not to cause unreasonable interference with the rights and convenience of property 
owners who own property adjacent to the subject public right-of-way. 

(ii) All wireless telecommunications facilities shall be placed and maintained so as not to 
interfere, displace, damage or destroy any other utilities or facilities, including but not 
limited to, water mains, sanitary sewer facilities, storm drains, electrical facilities,; gas 
mains, pipes, cables or conduits of the City or any utility's facilities lawfully occupying 
the public rights-of-way of the City. 

(iii) All wireless telecommunications facilities shall be placed and maintained so as not to 
create interference with the operations of public safety communications services.

(iv)  All wireless telecommunications facilities shall be placed and maintained so as not to 
interfere with traffic signal communications or any equipment or communications 
systems used for traffic control, management or monitoring purposes. 

c.  Insufficient Space. The City has the authority to prohibit or limit the placement of new or 
additional wireless telecommunications facilities within certain areas of the public rights-of-
way if there is insufficient physical space to accommodate all of the requests to place and 
maintain WTF's or other facilities in that such area of the public rights-of-way. 

2.  General Design Standards. 

a. Types of Wireless Facilities Authorized by Permit. Concealed Attached WTF's and 
Concealed Freestanding Support Structures. Subject to compliance with the other 
regulations set forth herein, including location, siting and design standards and 
requirements, and the issuance of a WTF right-of-way placement permit, only the following 
types of concealed attached WTF's and concealed freestanding support structureswireless 
facilities may be placed in the public rights-of-way: 

(i)  Concealed attached WTF mounted to one of the following types of alternative support 
structures: 

(a) Utility pole or electrical transmission towerreplacement utility pole (i.e., utility-
pole-mounted WTF); 

(b) Street light pole standard (i.e., streetlight-mounted WTF).; or 

(c) Traffic signal pole.

(ii) Concealed freestanding support structure designed as a: 

(a) Street light fixture, such as a street light standard or pole, pedestrian light, 
decorative street light, fixture or decorative post-top luminaire (lamppost) which is  
primarily used for public lighting (i.e., faux streetlight facility).; or

(b) Concealed Unipole. 

b. Wireless Transmission Equipment. Only antennas, repeaters, radio unitis, equipment 
cabinets or pedestals, and other accessory equipment associated with small wireless 
technologiesfacilities, like DAS or small cell facilities, which are physically much smaller 
and less visible and can be placed at much lower elevations than macrocell antennas and 
accessory equipment, such that they can be more easily deployed with concealment 
enclosures and other concealment elements that blend with the non-tower support 
structure on or within which they are installed, may be located within the public right-of-
way; provided, however, a DAS hub may not be located within the public right-of-way. The 
foregoing provisions are provided for the purpose of generally describing in prevailing 
industry terminology the type of wireless transmission equipment (in terms of its size, 
scale, design and feasibility for location on alternative support structures or concealed 
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freestanding support structures) allowed in public rights-of-way in accordance with the 
further regulations provided herein; the foregoing provisions are not intended to restrict the 
technology used by the registrant. 

c.  Concealment Elements. In order to preserve the appearance of the public right-of-way and 
minimize the visual impact of new facilities, all wireless telecommunications facilities and 
wireless transmission equipment located in the public rights-of-way shall be designed with 
concealment elements, as further prescribed herein. It is the intent of this ordinance to 
prescribe concealment elements that are technically feasible and reasonably directed to 
avoiding or remedying the intangible public harm of unsightly or out-of-character 
deployments.  

3.  Siting Standards and Requirements for WTF's. In order to limit the proliferation of new support 
structures in the public right-of-way so as to preserve the appearance of the public right-of-way 
and prevent physical or visual obstructions to pedestrian or vehicular traffic, inconveniences to 
public use of the right-of-way, safety hazards to pedestrians and/or motorists, and new visual 
and aesthetic impacts, a proposed wireless telecommunications facility shall be sited in the 
public right-of-way in accordance with the following siting alternatives order set forth below. In 
order to demonstrate that a siting is impracticable or technically infeasible, the registrant shall 
provide an evidence of need report to the City at its pre-application meeting or as part of the 
application showing why and how complying with the foregoing standard would be impractical or 
technically infeasible: 

a.  Utility-Pole-Mounted WTF's. A new wireless telecommunications facility in the public rights-
of-way must be placed on existing utility poles or replacement utility poles (subject to and 
in accordance with the standards and regulations governing concealed utility-pole-mounted 
WTF's and other requirements set forth herein), unless such siting is impracticable or 
technically infeasible as sufficiently demonstrated by an evidence of need report;. In order 
to demonstrate that such siting is impracticable or technically infeasible, the registrant shall 
provide an evidence of need report to the City at its pre-application meeting or as part of 
the application showing why and how complying with the foregoing standard would be 
impractical or technically infeasible. 

b. Concealed Streetlight-Mounted WTF's. When a registrant sufficiently demonstrates that 
there are no existing utility poles in the subject area of the public right-of-way to 
accommodate the proposed WTF, the proposed wireless telecommunications facility shall 
be placed on an existing street light standard (subject to and in accordance with the 
standards and regulations governing concealed street-light-mounted WTF's and other 
requirements set forth herein), unless such siting is impracticable or technically infeasible 
as sufficiently demonstrated by an evidence of need report; or 

c. Concealed Attached WTF Mounted to Traffic Signal Pole. When a registrant sufficiently 
demonstrates that there are no existing utility poles and street lights in the subject area of 
the public right-of-way to accommodate the proposed WTF, the proposed wireless 
telecommunications facility may be placed on an existing traffic signal pole (subject to and 
in accordance with the standards and regulations governing concealed street-light-
mounted WTF's and other requirements set forth herein), unless such siting is 
impracticable or technically infeasible as sufficiently demonstrated by an evidence of need 
report; or  

c.  New Concealed Freestanding Support Structures: Faux Streetlight Facility or Concealed 
Unipole. When a registrant sufficiently demonstrates that there are no existing utility poles,  
or street lights or traffic signal poles standards in the subject area of the public right-of-way 
to accommodate the proposed WTF, a faux streetlight facility or concealed unipole may be 
sited in the public right-of-way (subject to and in accordance with the standards and 
regulations governing faux streetlight facilities and concealed unipoles and other 
requirements set forth herein). 

4.  General Location, Siting and Design Standards for Ground-Mounted Equipment Cabinets. 
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a.  Purpose and Intent. For the purpose of preserving a safe traffic environment, the 
appearance of the right-of-way and the efficiency and economy of right-of-way 
maintenance, the installation of ground-mounted equipment cabinets shall be avoided 
unless (i) the mounting of accessory equipment on the support structure is not technically 
feasible or (ii) the adverse impact caused by such ground-mounted equipment cabinet is 
no greater than the adverse impact caused by mounting an equipment cabinet on the side 
of the support structure in accordance with the requirement applicable thereto as set forth 
herein. The purpose of this Paragraph 4 is to establish and prescribe uniform standards 
and controls for the location and placement of ground-mounted equipment cabinets within 
the public right-of-way in order to provide a basis for the planning of such installations 
when the foregoing conditions are present. These regulations, standards and guidelines for 
ground-mounted equipment cabinets are intended to cover the majority of situations which 
will occur and are general in application, particularly in regard to the location of new 
ground-mounted equipment cabinets in the public rights-of-way. There may be instances 
where the location of a proposed installation of a ground-mounted equipment cabinet 
appears to meet the requirements set forth herein, but special circumstances, other 
considerations, or other regulations may make the location inappropriate. Each requested 
location for placement of a ground-mounted equipment cabinet is subject to the approval of 
the City Engineer/Public Works Director and shall be reviewed on its own merit with regard 
to the foregoing general standards, including, but not limited to, its impact on safety, visual 
quality of the public right-of-way, and the difficulty of public right-of-way and public utility 
construction and maintenance, as well as the additional standards and requirements set 
forth herein. 

b.  Authority. A ground-mounted equipment cabinet may only be installed in the public right-of-
way when the location has been reviewed and approved by the City Engineer/Public Works 
Director. In determining whether the location is appropriate, the City Engineer/Public Works 
Director shall review the proposed location for compliance with the general standards, the 
additional standards and requirements applicable to the subject type of WTF, and such 
other applicable City, state and federal laws, codes, ordinances, regulations and policies, 
and further give due consideration to such other factors relevant to the protection of the 
public health, safety, and welfare in relation to the use and regulation of the public rights-
of-way. 

c.  General Location Standards and Guidelines. A ground-mounted equipment cabinet 
associated with a wireless telecommunications facility shall be permitted only where 
consistent with the portion of the corridor in which it is to be placed, which may require that 
it be located underground or in alleys, screened with landscaping, or otherwise shielded 
from visibility. In no event may a ground-mounted equipment cabinet interfere with 
pedestrian or vehicular traffic. In order to avoid the clustering of multiple ground-mounted 
equipment cabinets in a single area, a ground-mounted equipment [cabinet] must be 
spaced a minimum of one thousand (1000) linear feet from another ground-mounted 
equipment cabinet located in the public right-of-way; however, a maximum of two (2) 
ground-mounted equipment cabinets may be grouped together in a single location when 
the other standards hereof are also met. Individual No dimension of a ground-mounted 
equipment cabinet (height/width/depth)s shall not exceed three (3) feet in width, three (3) 
feet in depth or five (5) feet high in height. Ground-mounted equipment cabinets shall be 
designed and placed so that the largest dimension is not vertical, and the height is such 
that same is not plainly visible from the roadway. Ground-mounted equipment cabinets 
shall only be located in areas of the public right-of-way with existing foliage or other 
aesthetic features that screen or obscure the view of the equipment cabinet or in which 
there is existing space and conditions such that landscaping can be installed to fully screen 
such equipment cabinet; provided, however, a ground-mounted equipment cabinet may be 
located adjacent to an existing utility cabinet in any area of the right-of-way in which there 
are aerial telecommunications and electric distribution lines. Accessory equipment and 
equipment cabinets not meeting the requirements hereof, may only be located on the 
support structure of the WTF subject to and in accordance with the additional regulations 



47

set forth herein, or in flush-to-grade underground vault enclosures. Such flush-to-grade 
underground vault enclosures, including flush-to-grade vents, or vents that extend no more 
than twenty-four (24) inches above the finished grade and are screened from public view 
may be incorporated. Electrical meters required for the purpose of providing power to the 
proposed WTF may be installed above ground on a pedestal in the public right-of-way 
provided such pedestal is designed or screened to blend in with the surrounding area and 
meets other applicable standards. 

d. General Design Standards for Ground-Mounted Equipment Cabinets. Subject to such 
additional design standards and regulations for the subject type of WTF, ground-mounted 
equipment cabinets shall be painted, textured, and designed in a manner consistent with 
the style, color, texture and materials of other fixtures and features in the area in which 
located, or painted, textured and located to blend in with existing foliage/vegetation or 
additional landscaping, and otherwise camouflaged, screened and designed in such a 
manner to render the ground-mounted equipment cabinet as visually inconspicuous as 
possible, such that the ground-mounted equipment cabinet meets the visibility standard 
applicable to the subject type of WTF, as further set forth herein. All ground-mounted 
equipment cabinets shall be screened by landscaping unless existing foliage and 
vegetation and/or other existing structures or fixtures provide sufficient screening to meet 
the subject standard of visibility. 

e. Downtown Overlay District. In addition to the foregoing standards, in the Downtown 
Overlay District, ground-mounted equipment cabinets shall not be located in any area of 
the public right-of-way in which aadjacent to an existing or planned sidewalk or pedestrian 
walkway is also located or planned, unless such equipment cabinet is camouflaged, 
screened and designed so as to render it as visually inconspicuous as possible such that it 
is not readily apparent or plainly visible (to a reasonable person of ordinary sensibilities) 
from public rights-of-way or any public place. 

f.  Residential Areas. In addition to the foregoing standards, ground-mounted equipment 
cabinets shall not be located in any portion of the public right-of-way that is contiguous 
adjacent to the front lot line or side yard property line of a property with a "for-sale" dwelling 
use, unless there are existing utility cabinets or enclosures located on the ground and 
screened with landscaping, such as telephone cabinets/pedestals or electrical transformer 
boxes/enclosures, provided (i) there is sufficient space to place the ground-mounted 
equipment cabinet within such screened area, (ii) the height and other dimensions of the 
ground-mounted equipment cabinet do not exceed the height or size of the existing utility 
cabinet or enclosure located on the ground, or beand no dimension (height/width/depth) of 
the ground-mounted equipment cabinet is more than five three (35) feet in height, three (3) 
feet in width, or three (3) feet in depth, whichever is less, and (iii) the ground-mounted 
equipment cabinet is otherwise camouflaged, screened and designed so as to render it as 
visually inconspicuous as possible, such that the ground-mounted equipment cabinet is not 
readily apparent or plainly visible (to a reasonable person of ordinary sensibilities) from 
public rights-of-way or any property with a "for-sale" dwelling use. 

5. General Design Standards for Pole-Mounted Equipment. 

a. Equipment Cabinets Required; Exception. All pole-mounted accessory equipment other 
than cables, conduit, and power meters and switches (and similar equipment installed by 
an electric utility) shall be placed in equipment cabinets or shrouds; provided, however, 
radio units may be mounted on support structures or poles without being placed within an 
equipment cabinet or shroud where placing the radio unit(s) within an equipment cabinet 
or shroud increases the visibility of the WTF, is more detrimental to the visual quality of the 
public right-of-way or surrounding area, or has a more adverse aesthetic effect or other 
impact such that it is less desirable from an aesthetic, public safety or similar standpoint.

b. Location and Design. Pole-mounted equipment cabinets or, to the extent permitted 
pursuant to the foregoing provisions, pole-mounted radio units shall be:



48

(i) placed on a support structure or pole as high as technically and legally feasible to 
minimize visual impacts and to avoid interfering with or creating any hazard to other 
public uses of the public right-of-way;

(ii) located on only one (1) side of the support structure or pole; 

(iii) designed and placed so that the largest dimension is vertical, and the width is such 
that the equipment cabinets or radio units are not plainly visible from the opposite 
side of the support structure on which they are placed when viewed from the 
roadway; and

(iv) installed as close to the pole as technically and legally feasible and oriented to 
minimize impacts to the visual profile. 

6. Standards for Replacement Utility Pole.  When the modification of a utility pole is necessary to 
accommodate the attachment of a wireless facility or wireless transmission equipment on the 
utility pole, a replacement utility pole may be installed to replace such utility pole if the following 
requirements are met:

a. The replacement utility pole shall be placed no more than ten feet (10’) from the original 
utility pole, as measured from the centerpoint of each pole, and aligned with the 
centerlines of other utility poles within the public right-of-way; 

b. The height of the replacement utility pole shall not exceed the height of the original utility 
pole by more than five feet (5’) or ten percent (10%) of the height of the original utility 
pole, whichever is greater; and

c. The existing utility pole was not installed to accommodate the attachment of a wireless 
facility or wireless transmission equipment on such pole or for the primary purpose of 
supporting a wireless facility. 

F.  Additional Regulations, Design Standards and Minimum Requirements for WTF's in Public Rights-of-
Way. 

1.  Additional Regulations and Design Standards for Concealed Utility-Pole-Mounted WTF's. 

a. Location Standards. Utility-pole-mounted WTF's shall be located in areas of the public 
right-of-way in which there are existing utility poles supporting aerial (overhead) telephone 
and or electric distribution or transmission lines. Antenna(s) and pole-mounted accessory 
equipment of utility-pole-mounted WTF's may only be located on an existinga utility pole 
currently supporting such aerial lines or a replacement utility pole or on an existing 
electrical transmission tower. Notwithstanding the foregoing, utility-pole-mounted WTF's 
shall not be located in any portion of the public right-of-way that is contiguous to the front 
yard property line of a property with a "for-sale" dwelling use. 

b.  Minimum Height of Utility Pole. Antenna(s) and pole-mounted accessory equipment of a 
utility-pole-mounted WTF may only be attached to a utility pole with a height of twenty-
fivethirty (2530) feet or greater, as measured from finished grade, or on an electrical 
transmission tower. 

c.  Minimum Height Location of Antennas. Antenna(s) shall be mounted on the utility pole or 
electrical transmission tower at a height of fifteen (15) feet or more above grade. Pole-
mounted equipment cabinets/enclosures shall be mounted on the utility pole or electrical 
transmission tower at a height of ten (10) feet or more above grade. 

d.  Design Standards and Concealment Elements. 

(i)  General Concealment Measures. The size, shape and orientation of antenna(s) and 
accessory equipment mounted to a utility pole (use of the term "utility pole" shall 
include "electrical transmission tower" when an electrical transmission tower serves 
as the alternative support structure) shall be consistent with the size, shape and 
orientation of existing utility equipment installed on the subject utility pole and other 
utility poles in the nearby area (within 500 linear feet of the subject utility pole and on 
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the same side of the right-of-way). Such antenna(s) and accessory equipment shall be 
painted, textured, and designed in a manner consistent with the utility pole's style, 
color, texture and materials and otherwise camouflaged and designed to blend in with 
the existing utility pole such that the utility-pole-mounted WTF is no more readily 
apparent or plainly visible from public rights-of-way than the existing utility equipment 
located on the utility pole. Further, if the utility pole is located in any portion of the 
public right-of-way that is contiguous to the front yard property line of a property with a 
residential “for-sale” dwelling use or visible (at ground level) from any property with a 
residential 'for-sale' dwelling use, antennas shall be concealed or screened by means 
of canisters, radomes, shrouds or other similar concealment enclosures, which shall 
be flush-mounted, to the utility pole and painted, textured, and designed in a manner 
consistent with the utility pole's style, color, texture and materials and otherwise 
camouflaged and designed to blend in with the existing utility pole. 

(ii) Type of Antennas; Maximum Number. No type of antenna other than a panel or whip 
antenna may be mounted to a utility pole unless such antenna is enclosed within a 
canister, radome, shroud or other similar concealment enclosures. No more than (a) 
one (1) whip antenna and (b) three four (43) panel antennas or antenna concealment 
enclosures may be side-mounted three (3) (b) one (1) pole-top mounted antenna 
within canisters, radomes, shrouds or other similar antenna concealment enclosures 
may be attached to a utility pole. 

(iii) Mounting of Antennas. Antennas shall be flush-mounted. A panel antenna or canister 
antenna (or other antenna concealment enclosure) mounted to the side of the utility 
pole, together with its mount, shall not extend horizontally from the side of the utility 
pole more than the width of existing pole-mountedutility equipment (on the subject 
utility pole) with the same orientation (located on the utility pole), or more than three 
(3) feet, whichever is less. Panel No antennas mounted to the side of a utility pole 
shall not extend vertically above the height of the utility pole, other than a flush-
mounted . When flush-mounted to the side of the utility pole, a whip antenna which, 
together with its mount, may extend horizontally up to eighteen (18) inches from the 
utility pole, and the whip antenna, exclusive of its mounts,  may extend vertically up to 
three (3) feet above the height of the utility pole. Alternatively, the base of a whip 
antenna may be flushtop-mounted (without vertical separation) to the top surface ofon 
the utility pole, but shall not extend vertically above the height of the utility pole by 
more than three five (35) feet, and any vertical separation between the top of the pole 
and the base of the whip antenna shall not be plainly visible. Canisters, radomes, 
shrouds or other similar antenna concealment enclosures shall may be flush-mounted 
to the side of a utility pole, without any visual horizontal separation and withoutbut 
shall not extending vertically above the height of the utility pole. Additionally, one (1) 
canister, radome, shroud or other similar antenna concealment enclosure may be 
flush-top-mounted on the utility pole (without vertical separation) (vertically mounted to 
the top surface of the utility pole), provided that such canister, radome, shroud or 
other similar antenna concealment enclosure, including its mount, is centered on the 
top of the utility pole, is not wider than the diameter of the top of the utility pole, and 
does but shall not extend vertically above the height of the utility pole by more than 
three (3) feet. 

(iv) Maximum Size of Antennas. A non-enclosed panel antenna shall be no larger than 
one (1) foot in width and two (2) feet in length. A whip antenna shall be no larger than 
two (2) inches in diameter and five (5) feet in length. 

(v) Maximum Antenna Volume. In addition to the foregoing size limitations, each antenna 
located on the utility pole shall either be (a) located within a canister, radome, shroud 
or other similar antenna concealment enclosure that is no more than three (3) cubic 
feet in volume, or (b) if the antenna is not enclosed within an antenna concealment 
enclosure, capable of fitting within an enclosure (i.e., an imaginary enclosure) that is 
no more than three (3) cubic feet in volume. The aggregate volume of actual 
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concealment enclosures and/or imaginary enclosures of all antennas located on the 
utility pole, including any pre-existing antennas, shall not exceed six (6) cubic feet in 
volume. 

(vi) Accessory Equipment; Equipment Cabinets. All pole-mounted accessory equipment, 
other than antennas, antenna attachment devices, cables, conduit, and power meters 
and switches (and similar equipment installed by an electric utility) shall be located in 
equipment cabinets or smaller equipment enclosures. Except for any approved 
ground-mounted equipment cabinet(s), all equipment cabinets and /enclosures or, 
where permitted, radio units shall be flush-mounted to the utility pole. The dimensions 
vertical dimension of a pole-mounted equipment cabinet/enclosure shall be not 
exceed 30 48 inches in height (length), and the width and depth of a pole-mounted 
equipment cabinet/enclosure shall not exceed the minimum width of the pole at the 
location of attachment by more than fifty (50) percent24 inches in width, and 18 inches 
in depth. The volume of all pole-mounted equipment cabinets and accessory 
equipment located on the utility pole and, to the extent permitted under Subsection 
2.8.10(E)(4), and ground-mounted equipment cabinets and enclosures associated 
with wireless transmission equipment located on the utility pole, including any pre-
existing wireless transmission equipment located on the utility pole, shall not exceed 
seventeen (17)twenty-one (21) cubic feet. 

2.  Additional Regulations and Design Standards for Concealed Streetlight-Mounted WTF's. 

a.  Prohibited Structures.  No attached WTF may be mounted to a pedestrian light, decorative 
pole, or post-top luminaire.Location Standards. Streetlight-mounted WTF's may only be 
located in arterial rights-of-way or areas of the public right-of-way in which there are 
existing aerial (overhead) telephone and electric distribution lines, and antenna(s) and 
pole-mounted accessory equipment of streetlight-mounted WTF's may only be located on 
an existing street light standard. Notwithstanding the foregoing, streetlight-mounted WTF's 
shall not be located in the Downtown Overlay District or in any portion of the public right-of-
way that is contiguous to the front yard property line of a property with a "for-sale" dwelling 
use. 

b. Minimum Height of Streetlight Standard. Antenna(s) and pole-mounted accessory 
equipment of streetlight-mounted WTF's may only be attached to a street light standard 
with a height of twenty-five (205) feet or more above grade. 

c.  Minimum Height Location of Equipment Cabinets/EnclosuresAccessory Equipment. Pole-
mounted equipment cabinets and other equipment enclosures or accessory equipment 
shall be mounted on the street light standard at a height of ten (10) feet or more above 
grade. 

d.  Lighting, Operability and Maintenance. The streetlight-mounted WTF shall not impair the 
existing function of the street light standard, including its lighting. Further, the streetlight-
mounted WTF faux streetlight facility must be separately metered for electric power to all 
wireless transmission equipment located thereon. The applicant shall be responsible for all 
maintenance to the wireless transmission equipment located on the street light facility or 
otherwise installed in association therewith. 

e.  Design Standards and Concealment Elements. 

(i)  General Concealment Measures. Antenna(s) and pole-mounted accessory equipment 
of streetlight-mounted WTF's shall be designed, camouflaged, screened and obscured 
from view in order to render the attached WTF as visually inconspicuous as possible. 
Such antenna(s) and accessory equipment shall be painted, textured, and designed in 
a manner consistent with the street light’s standard's style, color, texture and materials 
and otherwise camouflaged and designed to blend in with the existing street light 
standard  in order to render the attached WTF as visually inconspicuous as possible, 
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such that the streetlight-mounted WTF is not readily identifiable or plainly visible from 
public rights-of-way. Antennas shall be concealed or screened by means of canisters, 
radomes, shrouds or other similar concealment enclosures, which shall be flush-
mounted to the top of the street light pole standard and painted, textured, and 
designed in a manner consistent with the street light polestandard's style, color, 
texture and materials and otherwise camouflaged and designed to blend in with the 
existing street light standard. 

(ii) Type of Antennas. Only antenna enclosed within a canister, radome, shroud or other 
similar antenna concealment enclosure may be mounted to a street light standard. No 
more than one (1) antenna concealment enclosure may be attached to a street light 
standard. 

(iii) Mounting of Antennas. Canisters, radomes, or similar antenna concealment 
enclosures shall be flush-mounted (without vertical separation) to the top of the pole 
located above the point of attachment of the mast arm or horizontally mounted 
luminaire, but shall not extend vertically above the height of the street light standard 
by more than three (3) feet. The canister, radome or similar antenna concealment 
enclosure shall be designed and camouflaged to appear as an integral part of the 
existing pole to which it is attached. If the diameter of an antenna concealment 
enclosure is greater than the diameter of the top end of the pole, the antenna 
concealment enclosure must be tapered in a manner consistent with style of the 
subject pole. Antennas shall not be mounted to the mast arm of the street light 
standard. 

(iv) Maximum Size of Antennas. The diameter of the canister, radome or similar antenna 
concealment enclosure shall not exceed the diameter of the existing pole at its mid-
point. 

(v) Accessory Equipment; Equipment Cabinets. Cable and conduit shall be located inside 
the pole and not attached to the exterior. All accessory equipment, other than antenna 
concealment enclosures, cables, conduit, and power meters and switches (and similar 
equipment installed by an electric utility), shall be located in equipment cabinets or 
smaller equipment enclosures. Equipment cabinets and enclosures shall be flush-
mounted to the side of the street light standard. The height (length) and depth of a 
pole-mounted equipment cabinet/enclosure shall not exceed 24 48 inches and 10 
inches, respectively, and the width and depth of a pole-mounted equipment 
cabinet/enclosure shall not exceed the minimum width (diameter) of the pole at the 
location of attachment by more than fifty (50) percent. The volume of all pole-mounted 
equipment cabinets/enclosures and accessory equipment located on the street light 
and, to the extent permitted under Subsection 2.8.10(E)(4), ground-mounted 
equipment cabinets/enclosures associated with the wireless transmission equipment 
located on the street lightstandard, including pre-existing wireless 
transmissionaccessory equipment located on or associated with the street light 
standard, shall not exceed six seventeen (176) cubic feet. To the extent ground-
mounted equipment cabinets/enclosures are permitted in accordance with Subsection 
2.8.10(E)(4) hereof, the volume of all pole-mounted and ground-mounted equipment 
cabinets/enclosures associated with wireless transmission equipment located on the 
street light standard, including pre-existing wireless transmission equipment located 
on the street light standard, shall not exceed seventeen (17) cubic feet. 

3. Additional Regulations and Design Standards for Concealed Attached WTF’s Mounted to Traffic 
Signal Poles

a.  General Location Standards.  A wireless telecommunications facility may only be mounted 
on a traffic signal pole with sufficient space to accommodate the associated wireless 
transmission equipment, as reasonably determined by the Director of Public Works, based 
on the existing or planned use of the traffic signal pole, including the location of equipment 
used by the City (or GDOT) for traffic control, transportation or similar public purposes. A 
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wireless telecommunications facility shall not be mounted on a traffic signal pole when, in 
the reasonable opinion of the City (or, if applicable, GDOT), it is determined that the 
proposed wireless transmission equipment, including its proposed location or manner of 
attachment, would not comply with the requirements set forth in subparagraph (b) below. 
Further, due to the finite amount of traffic signal poles available for attachment, applications 
will be denied when approval of same would effectively grant the applicant an exclusive 
license or right to placements on traffic signal poles within certain corridors or areas of the 
City.

b. Interference with Operation and Maintenance of Traffic Signals and Other Devices.  The 
placement of wireless transmission equipment on a traffic signal pole shall not obstruct, 
interfere with, impair or impede the use, operation or maintenance of the traffic signal pole 
or any equipment used by the City (or GDOT) for traffic control, transportation or other 
governmental purposes, whether or not such equipment is mounted on the subject traffic 
signal pole, including, but not limited to, any equipment or devices used for or as part of 
any intelligent transportation system (ITS), dedicated short range communications (DSRC) 
system, vehicle detection system, video detection system, CCTV system, or transportation 
management system or any elements of any transportation communications network.  
Wireless transmission equipment attached to a traffic signal pole shall not obstruct, 
materially interfere with or adversely affect the safe and efficient maintenance, repair or 
installation of any infrastructure or equipment used by the City (or GDOT) for traffic control, 
transportation or other governmental purposes, or otherwise compromise safety of workers 
maintaining, repairing or installing such infrastructure or equipment.

c. Other Prohibited Attachments.  

(i) Decorative Poles.  No WTF may be attached to a traffic signal pole with a post-top 
luminaire or other decorative pole (decorative traffic signal pole).

(ii) Mast Arm.  No wireless transmission equipment may be attached to the mast arm of a 
traffic signal pole. 

(iii) Conflicting Future Use.  No wireless transmission equipment may be attached to any 
space on the traffic signal pole needed or required by the City (or GDOT) for the future 
expansion or placement of equipment used for traffic control, traffic management, 
traffic monitoring, transportation or similar public purposes. 

d. Rights Retained by City.  The City’s approval of an attached WTF mounted to a traffic 
signal pole shall not limit the City’s right to operate and maintain the traffic signal pole in the 
manner that best enables the functioning of the traffic signals or other transportation 
equipment located thereon, or otherwise prevent or limit the City’s authority to perform any 
act necessary, proper or incidental to the safe and efficient operation of the transportation 
system in the City.  Notwithstanding any other provision hereof to the contrary, the City’s 
approval of the attachment of wireless transmission equipment on a traffic signal pole shall 
not be deemed to constitute a waiver or estoppel of its right to order the removal or 
relocation of such wireless transmission equipment as further provided herein. 

e. Minimum Height Location of Equipment Cabinets/Accessory Equipment. Pole-mounted 
equipment cabinets/shrouds or radio units shall be mounted on the traffic signal pole at a 
height of ten (10) feet or more above grade.

f. Design Standards and Concealment Elements.  

(i)  General Concealment Measures. Antenna(s) and pole-mounted accessory equipment 
shall be designed, camouflaged, screened and obscured from view in order to render 
the attached WTF as visually inconspicuous as possible. Such antenna(s) and 
accessory equipment shall be painted, textured, and designed in a manner consistent 
with the traffic signal pole's style, color, texture and materials and otherwise 
camouflaged and designed to blend in with the traffic signal pole in order to render the 
attached WTF as visually inconspicuous as possible, such that the attached WTF is 
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not readily identifiable or plainly visible from public rights-of-way. Antennas shall be 
concealed or screened by means of canisters, radomes, shrouds or other similar 
concealment enclosures, which shall be flush-mounted to the top of the traffic signal 
pole and painted, textured, and designed in a manner consistent with the street light 
pole's style, color, texture and materials and otherwise camouflaged and designed to 
blend in with the existing street light. 

(ii) Type of Antennas. Only antenna enclosed within a canister, radome, shroud or other 
similar antenna concealment enclosure may be mounted to a street light. No more 
than one (1) antenna concealment enclosure may be attached to a street light 
standard. 

(iii) Mounting of Antennas. Canisters, radomes, or similar antenna concealment 
enclosures shall be flush-mounted (without vertical separation) to the top of the pole, 
but shall not extend vertically above the height of the traffic signal pole by more than 
three (3) feet. The canister, radome or similar antenna concealment enclosure shall 
be designed and camouflaged to appear as an integral part of the existing pole to 
which it is attached. If the diameter of an antenna concealment enclosure is greater 
than the diameter of the top end of the pole, the antenna concealment enclosure must 
be tapered in a manner consistent with style of the subject pole. Antennas shall not be 
mounted to the mast arm of the street light. 

(iv) Maximum Size of Antennas. The diameter of the canister, radome or similar antenna 
concealment enclosure shall not exceed the diameter of the existing pole at its mid-
point. 

(v) Accessory Equipment; Equipment Cabinets. Cable and conduit shall be located inside the 
pole and not attached to the exterior. All accessory equipment, other than antenna 
concealment enclosures, cables, conduit, and power meters and switches (and similar 
equipment installed by an electric utility), shall be located in equipment cabinets or smaller 
equipment enclosures. Equipment cabinets and enclosures shall be flush-mounted to the 
side of the street light standard. The height (length) of a pole-mounted equipment 
cabinet/enclosure shall not exceed 48 inches, and the width and depth of a pole-mounted 
equipment cabinet/enclosure shall not exceed the minimum width (diameter) of the pole at 
the location of attachment by more than fifty (50) percent. The volume of all pole-mounted 
equipment cabinets/enclosures and accessory equipment located on the street light and, to 
the extent permitted under Subsection 2.8.10(E)(4), ground-mounted equipment 
cabinets/enclosures associated with the wireless transmission equipment located on the 
street light, including pre-existing accessory equipment located on or associated with the 
street light, shall not exceed seventeen (17) cubic feet.

34.  Additional Regulations and Design Standards for Faux Streetlight Facilities. 

a.  Purpose and Intent. The following regulations, standards and guidelines for the placement 
of faux streetlight facilities attempt to cover the large majority of situations which will occur 
and are general in application, particularly in regard to the location of new faux streetlight 
facilities in the public right-of-way. There may be instances where a proposed installation of 
a faux streetlight facility appears to meet the requirements set forth herein, but special 
circumstances, other prescribed considerations, or other regulations may make the 
installation inappropriate. Each requested location for placement of a faux streetlight facility 
is subject to the approval of the City Engineer/Public Works Director and shall be reviewed 
by the City Engineer/Public Works Director on its own merit with regard to the policies and 
purposes of this Section 2.8.10, including, but not limited to, its impact on safety, visual 
quality of the public right-of-way, and the difficulty of safe operation, maintenance or 
construction of the public right-of-way or improvements thereto and public utilitiesy 
construction and maintenance. 

b.  Location Standards and Guidelines. 
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(i) A faux streetlight facility may only be installed in the public right-of-way when the 
location has been reviewed and approved by the City Engineer/Public Works Director. 
In determining whether the location is appropriate, the City Engineer/Public Works 
Director shall review the proposed location for compliance with the foregoing general 
standards, the additional standards and requirement set forth below, and such other 
applicable City, state and federal laws, codes, ordinances, regulations and policies, 
and further give due consideration to such other factors relevant to the protection of 
the public health, safety, and welfare in the use and regulation of the public rights-of-
way. 

(ii) In addition to the standards set forth herein, the location of faux streetlight facilities, 
including required spacing and separation from existing or planned street lights, shall 
comply with all other design standards and guidelines related to street lights required 
by other applicable City or State laws, ordinances, codes or regulations, including 
design standards and guidelines that are applicable due to the proposed location lying 
within certain areas and corridors of the City (e.g., Design Review Board Guidelines, 
the Downtown Code, and the Northpoint Activity Center Design Guidelines). The 
spacing and separation of the faux streetlight facility from other existing or planned 
street lights shall be consistent and visually compatible with the existing and planned 
spacing of street lights located on the same side of the right-of-way; provided, 
however, such visual compatibility may further or alternatively require that the location 
the faux streetlight facility be opposite of or staggeredlocated in a manner consistent 
with the spacing and separation of existing or planned street lights located on the 
other side of the public right-of-way, when applicablesuch as requiring that the faux 
streetlight facility be located so as to be staggered with or opposite of street lights 
located on the other side of the right-of-way. When appropriate, due to the separation 
of existing street lights, faux street light facilities should be  and the locations of any 
planned street lights, new faux streetlight facilities should generally be located midway 
between existing/planned street lights existing street trees located on the same side of 
the right-of-way when such street trees are aligned generally with existing street lights 
in other areas of the subject corridor on the same side of the right-of-way. Faux 
streetlight facilities shall be located so as to align with existing and/or planned street 
lights and street trees in the surrounding areas of the public right-of-way and have 
consistent setback distances from the curb as other street lights. 

(iii) In the event appropriate spacing and separation distances cannot be met, the 
applicant may include with its application a proposal to replace an existing street light 
fixture with a faux streetlight facility of the samewith a substantially similar design. A 
proposal to replace an existing street light fixture with a faux streetlight facility shall be 
subject to the approval of the City Council. 

c.  Height of Faux Streetlight Facility. The height of the faux streetlight facility shall comply with 
height requirements set forth in other applicable City regulations, policies and guidelines, 
including City design standards and guidelines applicable to the proposed location within 
the City, and/or shall be equivalent tobe consistent with the height of the adjacent existing 
street lights that it is designed to replicate. 

d.  Lighting, Operability and Maintenance. The faux streetlight facility shall function as a street 
light facility and comply with all City requirements applicable thereto, including, but not 
limited to, the lighting fixture must comply with all lighting and illumination standards 
required pursuant to other City laws, codes, regulations and policies. Further, the faux 
streetlight facility must be separately metered for electric power to its wireless transmission 
equipment and the lighting fixture. The applicant shall be responsible for all maintenance to 
and operations of the faux streetlight facility, including the operation, replacement and 
repair of the lighting fixture. 

e.  Design Standards and Concealment Elements. 
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(i)  Full Concealment. The faux streetlight facility shall be designed (i) in compliance with 
City design requirements and standards applicable to new street light fixtures 
generally and as further prescribed for the subject area of the right-of-way, (ii) in 
compliance with the specifications of street light fixtures that are planned for 
installation in the subject area of the right-of-way, and/or (iii) to replicate the design of 
existing street light fixtures in the surrounding area of the public right-of-way, such that 
the faux streetlight facility is indistinguishable by a casual observer from the existing, 
planned or other street light fixture(s) that it replicates. The size, shape, height, 
design, style, color, texture and materials of all components of the faux streetlight 
facility shall match the existing, planned or other street light fixture(s) that it replicates, 
and all wireless transmission equipment associated with the faux streetlight facility, 
other than any permitted ground-mounted equipment cabinet or electric meter, shall 
be concealed within the pole or post of the structure or otherwise designed and 
incorporated as a design element of the required style of street light fixture. When the 
faux streetlight facility is a replacement of an existing street light, the faux streetlight 
facility shall be designed to fully replicate the street light feature being replaced. 

(ii) Antennas. Antenna(s) shall be enclosed within a canister, radome, shroud or other 
similar antenna concealment enclosure designed to replicate a design element and to 
appear to be an integral part of the subject style of street light fixture, such that the 
antenna and concealment enclosure are indistinguishable from the related feature or 
design element of the street light fixture(s) that the faux streetlight facility is designed 
to replicate. 

(iii) Ground-Mounted Equipment Cabinets. The placement of ground-mounted equipment 
cabinets is subject to Subsection 2.8.10(E)(4) hereof. 

f. Special Provisions Applicable to Residential Areas.  The additional regulations set forth in 
this subparagraph (f) apply to any faux streetlight facility located in any portion of the public 
right-of-way adjacent to the front lot line (and if a corner lot, any side lot line with street 
frontage) of a property with a "for-sale" dwelling use:

(i) Location.  The faux streetlight facility shall be located as close as reasonably possible 
to the side lot line of a property with a "for-sale" dwelling use, if extended, but in no 
event more than ten (10) feet from such side lot line.

(ii) Subdivisions with no existing street lights.  When there are no existing street lights 
located within the right-of-way of a subdivision street, the faux streetlight facility shall 
be designed as a pedestrian light with a post-top luminaire unless otherwise 
expressly provided any design standard or guideline required by any other applicable 
City or State law, ordinance, code or regulation.

5. Additional Regulations and Design Standards for Concealed Unipoles.  

a. General.  The installation of a concealed unipole in the public right-of-way will be permitted 
only when (i) the applicant sufficiently demonstrates that (a) no existing utility poles, street 
lights, or traffic signal poles are available for attachment and (b) the placement of a faux 
streetlight facility is impracticable or technically infeasible, and (ii) the concealed unipole is 
compatible and not out of character with the subject corridor right-of-way and the 
surrounding area based on its compliance with the standards and guidelines provided 
herein. The following regulations, standards and guidelines for the placement of concealed 
unipoles attempt to cover the large majority of situations which will occur and are general in 
application, particularly in regard to the location of such facilities in the public right-of-way. 
There may be instances where a proposed installation of a concealed unipole appears to 
meet the requirements set forth herein, but other prescribed considerations or regulations 
may make the installation inappropriate. Each requested location for placement of a faux 
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streetlight facility is subject to the approval of the City Engineer/Public Works Director and 
shall be reviewed by the City Engineer/Public Works Director on its own merit with regard 
to the policies and purposes of this Section 2.8.10, including, but not limited to, its impact 
on safety, visual quality of the public right-of-way, and the safe operation, maintenance or 
construction of the public right-of-way or improvements thereto and public utilities. 

b. Height.  The height of a concealed unipole shall be visually compatible with other structures 
in the area and shall not exceed the height of other utility poles or street lights located 
within 500 feet of same by more than ten (10) feet or twenty percent (20%), whichever is 
less. 

c. Design Standards and Concealment Elements. Concealed unipoles shall be painted, 
textured, and designed in a manner consistent with the style, color, texture and materials of 
street light poles or similar, non-wooden poles in the surrounding area so as to not be 
readily apparent to a casual observer. In addition, the City may require the applicant to 
install a decorative or integrated pole designed to conceal the equipment.

d. Location.  Where a concealed unipole is designed in a manner consistent with street light 
poles in the surrounding area, the concealed unipole pole shall be located in the same 
manner as faux streetlight facilities pursuant to Subsection 2.8.10(F)(4)(b)(ii); provided, 
however, a concealed unipole may be placed at the midpoint lying of such spacing where 
same is more compatible with the existing conditions of the subject area.  

G.  General Conditions. 

1.  A WTF right-of-way placement permit issued by the City is a mere privilege that authorizes the 
permissive use of the public right-of-way for the placement and maintenance of the WTF only. 
The issuance of a WTF right-of-way placement permit and the placement of such facility in 
accordance therewith does not create or vest any property right in the applicant, or any other 
party, or grant authority to impinge upon the rights of others who may have an interest in the 
public rights-of-way. 

2.  Other Government Approvals. An applicant shall be required to obtain any and all approvals that 
may be required by any state or federal governmental unit, department or agency related to the 
use of right-of-way under its jurisdiction. 

3.  Conditional Use of Public Right-of-Way. 

a.  The City shall retain the right, without limitation, to alter, change, or cause to be changed, 
the grading, installation, relocation or width of the public rights-of-way within the limits of 
the City. Neither the approval of WTF right-of-way placement permit nor any provision set 
forth in this Section 2.8.10 shall affect the City's authority to add, modify, vacate or 
abandon public rights-of-way. 

b.  If a registrant desires to use any of its wireless telecommunications facilities for the 
purpose of providing any other services other than the provision of communications 
service, including utility or non-utility services to existing or potential consumers or 
resellers, or by providing any other use to existing or potential consumers, a registrant shall 
seek such additional and separate authorization from the City and other governmental or 
regulatory authorities as may be required by applicable law. 

c.  A registrant, or any person that leases or otherwise uses the wireless telecommunications 
facilities of a registrant, that has been issued a WTF right-of-way placement permit or that 
has otherwise been authorized to place a WTF in the public rights-of-way of the City shall 
not make or assert any claim, right, or cause of action or take any other action against the 
City that will impede the lawful exercise of the City's rights, including requiring the removal 
or relocation of such facilities from the public rights-of-way of the City, notwithstanding the 
effect of same on registrant's ability to place or maintain wireless telecommunications 
facilities in public rights-of-way of the City. 
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4. Removal and Relocation. Notwithstanding the issuance of a WTF right-of-way placement 
permit, the City shall have the authority to order the removal and/or relocation of a WTF located 
in the public right-of-way that in the reasonable opinion of the City constitutes an obstruction or 
interference with the construction, maintenance, use, or safe operation of the roadway. Any 
registrant owning a wireless telecommunications facility located within public right-of-way which 
is within or adjacent to any part of the public right-of-way or public road which the City or 
Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has undertaken to improve or intends to improve 
shall, at registrant's sole cost and expense, remove, relocate, or make the necessary 
adjustments to its wireless telecommunications facility when, in the reasonable opinion of the 
City or GDOT, the facility constitutes an obstruction or interference with the use or safe 
operation of such road by the traveling public or when, in the reasonable opinion of the City or 
GDOT, the facility will interfere with such contemplated construction or maintenance. Removal 
or relocation of a wireless telecommunication facility at the direction of the City or GDOT shall 
be subject to and governed by the applicable provisions of O.C.G.A. §§ 32-4-92, 32-6-171 and 
32-6-173, as amended, which shall include the provision of a minimum of sixty (60) days' notice 
of the required removal or relocation. 

5. All Rights of City Reserved. Notwithstanding any provision of this Section 2.8.10 or the City's 
issuance of a permit or other authorization to place a WTF in the public right-of-way, the City 
may place and maintain, grant utility easements for, or otherwise permit the placement and 
maintenance of other utilities in the public rights-of-way, including, water, sewer, electric, gas, 
storm drainage, telecommunications, traffic, and other utilities and facilities, cables or conduit, 
including underground and overhead installations, in public rights-of-way occupied by the 
registrant. Registrant may allow City facilities to be co-located within City's public rights-of-way 
through the use of a joint trench during registrant's construction project. Such joint trench 
projects shall be negotiated in good faith by separate agreement between registrant and City 
and may be subjected to other City rights-of-way requirements. The City further reserves 
without limitation the right to alter, change, or cause to be changed, the grading, installation, 
relocation or width of the public rights-of-way within the City. 

6.  Restoration of ROW. The area disturbed by the construction or maintenance of a WTF in the 
public right-of-way shall be kept to a minimum. The registrant shall, at its own expense, restore 
all right-of-way to a condition equal to or better than the condition existing prior to such 
construction or maintenance activities. Restoration methods and any work required to repair the 
right-of-way shall be performed in accordance with City Design Standards or other City-adopted 
standards and specifications applicable to the construction of City improvements within the 
public right-of-way. In the absence of any City standards and specifications applicable to the 
subject work or improvement(s), the materials and methods of construction shall be in 
accordance with GDOT's current standards and specifications, including GDOT Standard and 
Supplemental Specifications and/or Special Provisions, and Construction Standards and 
Details. All repairs and restoration work must be approved by the Director of Engineering/Public 
Works and final completion of any such work is subject to the reasonable approval of the 
Director of Engineering/Public Works. If necessary, unsatisfactory restoration work shall be 
corrected by the registrant, or by the City with all costs billed to the registrant. 

7.  Registrant shall at all times keep the wireless telecommunications facility authorized by the WTF 
right-of-way placement permit in a good state of repair from the standpoint of both structure and 
appearance. 

8. Compliance with Applicable Law; Acceptable Industry Practices. Registrant shall place and 
maintain a wireless telecommunications facility in public rights-of-way in compliance with all 
applicable standards as established by all local, state or federal law and in conformance with 
the City ordinances, codes and regulations. All safety practices required by applicable City, 
local, state and federal law or accepted industry practices and standards shall be used during 
the placement or maintenance of wireless telecommunications facilities in the public right-of-
way. Registrant shall use and exercise due caution, care and skill in performing work in the 
public rights-of-way and shall take all reasonable steps to safeguard work site areas. A 
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registrant shall maintain all of its WTF's located in the public rights-of-way in a manner 
consistent with accepted industry practice and applicable law. 

9.  Scheduling. In the interest of the public's health, safety and welfare, upon request of the City, a 
registrant shall coordinate placement or maintenance activities under a permit with any other 
work, construction, installation or repairs that may be occurring or scheduled to occur within a 
reasonable timeframe in the subject public rights-of-way. The City may require a registrant to 
alter reasonably its placement or maintenance schedule for permitted work as necessary so as 
to minimize disruptions and disturbance in the public rights-of-way. The City may provide a 
more definite time frame based on specific City construction or maintenance schedules. 

10. Registrant's Liability and Risk. City makes no warranties or representations regarding the 
fitness, suitability or availability of public rights-of-way for the registrant's wireless 
telecommunications facilities and any performance of work or costs incurred by registrant or 
provision of services shall be at registrant's sole risk. Nothing in this article shall affect the City's 
authority to add, vacate or abandon public rights-of-way and City makes no warranties or 
representations regarding the availability of any added, vacated or abandoned public rights-of-
way for wireless telecommunications facilities. Notwithstanding any requirements or conditions 
the City Engineer may impose in order to protect the public from injury and the right-of-way from 
damage, a registrant shall be solely responsible for the adequacy and safety of the engineering 
of its facilities and the operations authorized by the permit. Construction performed to place or 
maintain a registrant's wireless telecommunications facilities shall not interfere, displace, 
damage or destroy any other utilities or facilities, including but not limited to, sewers, gas or 
water mains, storm drains, pipes, cables or conduits of the City or any other person's facilities 
lawfully occupying the public rights-of-way of the City. 

11. Inspection. The City shall have the right to make such inspections of facilities placed or 
maintained in public rights-of-way as it finds necessary to ensure compliance with this Section. 
In the event the City determines that a violation exists with respect to registrant's placement or 
maintenance of facilities in the public rights-of-way that is not considered to be an emergency or 
danger to the public health, safety or welfare, the City will provide registrant written notice 
setting forth the violation and requesting correction. 

12. As-Builts Plans. An application for a WTF right-of-way placement permit, including an 
application to replace an existing WTF in the public right-of-way, shall include plans showing the 
location of the proposed installation of facilities in the public rights-of-way. If the plans so 
provided require revision based upon actual installation, the registrant shall promptly provide 
revised plans. Further, the registrant shall provide "as-builts" upon completion of any installation 
or construction. The plans shall be in a digitized format showing the two-dimensional location of 
the facilities based on the City's geographical database, or other format acceptable to the City. 
The registrant shall provide such plans at no cost to the City. 

13. Cooperation. Subject to applicable law, a registrant shall, on the request of any person holding 
a permit issued by the City, temporarily support, protect, raise or lower its wireless 
telecommunications facilities to permit the work authorized by the permit. The expense of such 
temporary support, protection, raising or lowering of facilities shall be paid by the person 
requesting the same, and the registrant shall have the authority to require such payment in 
advance. The registrant shall be given not less than thirty (30) days advance written notice to 
arrange for such temporary measures. If the City requests the temporary support, protection, 
raising or lowering of a facility for a public purpose, the City shall not be charged for the 
temporary support, protection, raising or lowering of the facility. 

14. Due Compensation. A registrant that places or maintains wireless telecommunications facilities 
in the public rights-of-way shall be required to pay "due compensation" to the City as required 
by applicable City and State laws, ordinances and regulations. 

15. Terms and Conditions of Permit. Registrant, in accepting the permit, agrees to abide by the 
terms and conditions thereof. The placement of the WTF must fully comply with this Section 
2.8.10, and any other requirements that the Director of Engineering/Public Works may stipulate. 
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Registrant shall review the permit for additional requirements and, if not in agreement, may 
withdraw the permit application by written request prior to the placement of the WTF covered by 
the permit. The registrant, in accepting the permit, agrees to abide by the terms and conditions 
thereof. Failure to comply with terms of the permit during the installation, operation and 
maintenance of the WTF may result in revocation of the permit and removal of the WTF. 

16. Insurance. A registrant shall, at registrant's own expense, obtain and continuously maintain for 
the period of time required for the complete installation of the facilities authorized by the permit, 
including the repair and restoration of the public right-of-way, and also during such future 
periods of time when operations are performed involving the maintenance, repair, relocation, or 
removal of said facilities authorized by the permit, insurance of the kind and in the minimum 
amounts described herein. Prior to placing a WTF in the public right-of-way or otherwise 
performing any work in the public right-of-way, registrant shall furnish the City with certificates of 
insurance, which shall [provide] insurance limits, term of insurance, insured parties, and other 
information sufficient to demonstrate conformance with the requirements provided herein. All 
insurance coverages required herein shall be procured and maintained with insurers with an A- 
or better rating as determined by Best's Key Rating Guide and with a financial size rating of 
Class V or larger. All liability policies shall be endorsed to name the City, and its elected 
officials, officers, employees and agents as additional insured parties. The required coverages 
must be evidenced by properly executed certificates of insurance forms. Every policy of 
insurance shall provide that the City will receive notice no less than thirty (30) calendar days 
prior to any cancellation, termination, or a material change in such policy. Registrant shall 
ensure that any and all policies of insurance procured hereunder shall provide for a waiver of 
subrogation against the City, and registrant waives any claim against the City which is covered 
by its insurance hereunder. No policy of insurance shall contain any exclusion for bodily injury 
or property damage arising from completed operations. The minimum required insurance 
coverages and respective limits of coverage are as follows: 

a. Worker's compensation insurance in accordance with statutory limits and covering all 
employees and other persons as established and required by Georgia law. A group-insurer 
must submit a certificate of authority from the Insurance Commissioner approving the 
group insurance plan. A self-insurer must submit a certificate from the Georgia Board of 
Workers' Compensation stating that the registrant qualifies to pay its own workers' 
compensation claims. Registrant shall require all contractors using the public right-of-way 
or performing work under the permit to obtain an insurance certificate showing proof of 
workers' compensation insurance, and registrant shall submit a certificate on its letterhead 
to the City providing that all contractors performing work in the public right-of-way are 
covered by workers' compensation insurance. 

b.  Employers' liability insurance with minimum limits of (a) One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) 
per accident for bodily injury by accident and (b) One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per 
employee for bodily injury by disease. Registrant shall require all contractors using the 
public right-of-way or performing work under the permit to obtain an insurance certificate 
showing proof of employers' liability insurance coverage and shall submit a certificate on its 
letterhead to the City providing that all contractors performing work in the public right-of-
way are covered by employers' liability insurance. 

c. Comprehensive general liability insurance with minimum combined single limits of One 
Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence and Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) in the 
aggregate which shall include coverage for bodily injury, broad form property damage 
(including completed operations coverage), personal injury (including coverage for 
contractual and employee acts), blanket contractual, independent contractors, products, 
and completed operations. Further, the policy shall be endorsed to provide "all risks" 
coverage. The policy shall contain a severability of interests provision. Coverage shall be 
provided on an "occurrence" basis as opposed to a "claims made" basis and must include 
separate aggregates for each permit. 
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d. Comprehensive Automobile Liability insurance with minimum combined single limits for 
bodily injury of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence and property 
damage of not less than One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) per occurrence with 
respect to each of registrant's or its contractor's owned, hired and non-owned vehicles 
assigned to or used to place or maintain facilities in the public right-of-way. 

e. Umbrella/excess liability insurance with minimum combined single limits of Two Million 
Dollars ($2,000,000) per occurrence and Four Million Dollars ($4,000,000) in the 
aggregate. Such policy shall provide the same coverage set forth in the Comprehensive 
General Liability insurance policy, and coverage shall be provided on an "occurrence" 
basis. Such insurance shall be endorsed to name the City, and its elected officials, officers, 
employees and agents as additional insured parties. 

17. Indemnification. A registrant shall indemnify and hold harmless the City, its elected officials, 
officers, agents and employees, from and against any and all claims, demands, losses, 
liabilities, suits, actions, costs, expenses (including expenses of litigation and attorneys' fees) 
and damages ("Claims") of any type or nature, arising out of the construction, installation, 
maintenance, repair, removal, relocation, operation, or use of its wireless telecommunications 
facilities in public rights-of-way, regardless of whether the act or omission complained of is 
authorized, allowed or prohibited by this Section, provided, however, that a registrant's 
obligation hereunder shall not extend to any Claims caused by the sole negligence of the City. 
This indemnification extends to the successors and assigns of registrant and survives the 
termination or revocation of the permit and the dissolution or, to the extent allowed by law, the 
bankruptcy of the registrant. This indemnification does not extend beyond the scope of the 
permit and the uses or work undertaken thereunder. 

18. Performance Bond. When necessary due to the estimated costs to repair and restore potential 
damages to infrastructure located in the right-of-way and/or the estimated costs to remove the 
WTF, or when warranted by unique circumstances related to the installation of the WTF, as 
reasonably determined by the City, a performance bond, irrevocable letter of credit, or other 
acceptable form of surety (as determined by the City) payable to, in favor of, and for the 
protection of the City shall be required as a condition of a WTF right-of-way placement permit. 
Such bond or surety shall secure the restoration of the public rights-of-way and ensure the 
registrant's faithful performance of the installation of the WTF and performance of other work in 
the public rights-of-way in accordance with the WTF right-of-way placement permit (or any 
related permit), this Section 2.8.10, or other applicable law, regulation or requirement of the 
City. The term of any such performance bond, irrevocable letter of credit, or other form of surety 
shall be for the period of time required to complete the installation of the facilities authorized by 
the WTF right-of-way placement permit and to restore the public right-of-way, and shall extend 
for an additional twelve (12) month period to cover any warranty/guarantee period related to the 
repair and restoration of any infrastructure located in the right-of-way. The amount of the 
performance bond, letter of credit, or other form of surety shall be limited to an engineering 
estimate of the costs to repair and restore potential infrastructure damages and remove the 
installation or facilities installed by registrant. The bond shall be written by a Surety Company or 
Bank duly qualified and licensed to do business in the State of Georgia. A registrant shall not 
commence the installation of any portion of a WTF authorized pursuant to a WTF right-of-way 
placement permit until the performance bond, letter of credit, or other acceptable surety has 
been submitted to and approved by the City. In the event the WTF installed by registrant fails to 
comply with the WTF right-of-way placement permit (or any related permit) or any provision of 
this Section 2.8.10, registrant fails to complete the installation of the WTF, or registrant fails to 
complete all restoration work in the public right-of-way as required, the City may declare 
registrant in default and, in accordance with the provisions of the bond or surety agreement, the 
City may call the bond/surety agreement, or any part thereof, and use the proceeds thereof to 
perform the work necessary to correct the subject condition. The rights of the City with respect 
to any performance bond or surety agreement pursuant to this subsection are in addition to all 
other rights and remedies the City may have in accordance with other City ordinances, codes or 
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regulations, or at law or in equity, and no action, proceeding or exercise of a right with respect 
to such bond/surety agreement will affect any other right the City may have. 

19. Injury or Damage to Other Property. Nothing contained in this Section shall be construed to 
make or hold the City responsible or liable for any damage to persons or any property 
whatsoever arising from the use, operation or condition of the registrant's wireless 
telecommunications facilities; or by reason of any inspection or re-inspection authorized herein 
or failure to inspect or re-inspect. Nor shall the issuance of any permit or the approval or 
disapproval of any placement or maintenance of the registrant's wireless telecommunications 
facilities constitute any representation, guarantee or warranty of any kind by, nor create any 
liability upon, the City or any elected official, officer, agent or employee thereof. The City, 
including its elected officials, officers, agents and employees, shall not be held responsible or 
liable for any injury or damages that may occur to wireless telecommunications facilities 
covered by a WTF right-of-way placement permit, or to any connection or connections thereto, 
by reason of right-of-way maintenance and construction activities, including work performed by 
the City's employees or contractors, or as a result of work performed by another permittee. 

20. Expiration. Unless otherwise provided in the terms and conditions of the permit, a WTF right-of-
way placement permit shall expire twelve (12) months after its issuance if the placement of such 
facility has not occurred or work to place same has not commenced and been continuously 
pursued within such time. Subject to the foregoing, a WTF right-of-way placement permit shall 
be in effect for an indefinite period of time from and after the date approved, unless sooner 
suspended or revoked by the City, terminated by the registrant, or as otherwise provided by 
applicable law. A WTF right-of-way placement permit is automatically revoked upon the 
abandonment of the subject facility. 

H.  Suspension or Revocation of WTF Right-of-Way Placement Permits. 

1.  Failure of a registrant, within a reasonable time after receipt of written notice from the City, to 
comply with any of the terms and conditions of a WTF right-of-way placement permit shall be 
sufficient cause for the suspension or revocation of the permit. The Director of 
Engineering/Public Works or his/her designee may suspend or revoke a WTF right-of-way 
placement permit or any related permit authorizing a registrant to use or work in the public 
rights-of-way for one or more of the following: 

a.  Subject to written notice by the City and a reasonable opportunity to cure same, failure to 
comply with or satisfy permit conditions or any requirement or condition set forth in this 
Section 2.8.10 or other applicable City ordinances, codes or regulations governing 
placement or maintenance of wireless telecommunications facilities in public rights-of-way 
or the use of the public rights-of-way in relation thereto; 

b.  Misrepresentation or fraud by registrant in a registration or any permit application to the 
City; 

c.  Subject to O.C.G.A. § 46-5-1, failure to pay "due compensation" to the City; or 

d.  Failure to remove or relocate wireless telecommunications facilities or reimburse the City 
for the cost of same, as lawfully required. 

2. After the suspension or revocation of a permit pursuant to this section, the Director of 
Engineering/Public Works shall provide written notice of same and the reason therefor to the 
registrant. 

I.   Appeals. Notwithstanding any other provision of the City Code or Unified Development Code to the 
contrary, (i) any decision or determination of the Director of Engineering/Public Works in the 
administration of this Section 2.8.10 or any interpretation of the provisions hereof, may only be 
appealed to the City Council, and (ii) no variances or exceptions to the requirements of this Section 
may be granted. The decisions of the Director of Engineering/Public Works, including any decision to 
deny, suspend or revoke a WTF right-of-way placement permit, are final and conclusive unless 
appealed to the City Council. An appeal must be filed with the City within thirty (30) days of the date 
of the written notice of the decision being appealed. The hearing of the appeal shall occur within 
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thirty (30) days of the receipt of the appeal, and the appeal shall be heard and decided in 
accordance with procedures to be published in writing by the City, which at a minimum shall include 
notice to all affected parties and the opportunity to be heard. The decision of the City Council shall 
be final. 

J. Transfer or Control; Sale or Assignment of Assets. If a registrant transfers, sells or assigns its 
registration, transfers, sells or assigns any of its WTF's in the public rights-of-way to another 
telephone company, or upon the occurrence of any such transfer or assignment as an incident of the 
transfer, sale or assignment of the registrant's assets, the transferee, buyer or assignee shall be 
obligated to comply with the terms of this Section. Written notice of any such transfer, sale or 
assignment shall be provided to the City within thirty (30) days of the effective date of the transfer, 
sale or assignment. If the transferee, buyer or assignee is a current registrant, then the transferee, 
buyer or assignee is not required to re-register. If the transferee, buyer or assignee is not a current 
registrant, then the transferee, buyer or assignee shall register as provided in Ch. 12 of the City 
Code within sixty (60) days of the transfer, sale or assignment. If permit applications are pending in 
the registrant's name, the transferee, buyer or assignee shall notify the appropriate City officials that 
the transferee, buyer or assignee is the new applicant. A WTF right-of-way placement permit, the 
privileges granted, and the further obligations of a registrant created thereby, shall be binding upon 
all successor and assigns of registrant. Any mortgage, pledge, lease or other encumbrance of or 
upon the wireless telecommunications facilities shall be subject and subordinate to the rights of the 
City under this Section and applicable law. 

K. Enforcement. The City Director of Engineering/Public Works shall be responsible for the 
administration and enforcement of this Section 2.8.10, and is authorized to give any notice required 
by law. The remedies and penalties set forth herein are nonexclusive and the exercise of one or 
more of such remedies or penalties shall not preclude the exercise of another. In addition to the 
other remedies previously set forth herein, violations of the provisions of this Section shall be 
enforced, prosecuted and punished in the same manner as set forth in Section 5.9 the Unified 
Development Code. Additionally, the City may take all necessary civil action to enforce the 
provisions hereof and may seek appropriate legal or equitable remedies or relief, including injunctive 
relief. The remedies set forth for in this Section are in addition to and cumulative of all other 
remedies provided by law. 

L.  Abandonment of WTF. Upon abandonment of a wireless telecommunications facility owned by a 
registrant and located in the public right-of-way, the registrant shall notify the City of such 
abandonment within ninety (90) days. In the event of the foregoing or following the City's 
determination that any such wireless telecommunication facility has been abandoned, the City may 
direct the registrant by written notice to remove all or any portion of such abandoned wireless 
telecommunications facility at the registrant's sole expense when the City determines that the 
abandoned facility's presence interferes with the public health, safety or welfare, which shall include, 
but shall not be limited to, a determination that such facility: 

1. Compromises safety at any time for any public rights-of-way user or during construction or 
maintenance in the public rights-of-way; 

2.  Prevents another person from locating facilities in the area of public rights-of-way where the 
abandoned facility is located when other alternative locations are not reasonably available; or 

3.  Creates a maintenance condition that is disruptive to the public rights-of-way's use. 

In the event of circumstances noted above in 2., the City may require the third person to coordinate with 
the registrant that owns the existing wireless telecommunications facility for joint removal and placement, 
where agreed to by the registrant. In the event the City does not direct the removal of the abandoned 
wireless telecommunications facility, the registrant, by its notice of abandonment to the City shall be 
deemed to consent to the alteration or removal of all or any portion of the facility by the City or a third 
party. If the registrant fails to remove all or any portion of an abandoned wireless telecommunications 
facility as directed by the City within a reasonable time period as may be required by the City under the 
circumstances, the City may perform such removal and charge the cost of the removal against the 
registrant or any such third person may perform such removal at its sole costs. 
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M. Applicability and Effective Date. The City may further amend this Section 2.8.10 as it shall find 
necessary in the lawful exercise of its police powers and in the management of the public rights-of-
way. The provisions hereof shall be applicable to all wireless telecommunications facilities placed in 
the public rights-of-way on or after the effective date of the ordinance adopting or amending these 
provisions, as applicable. Further, to the full extent permitted by state and federal law, the provisions 
hereof shall be applicable to all existing wireless telecommunications facilities placed in the public 
rights-of-way prior to the effective date of the ordinance adopting or amending these provisions, as 
applicable, except that any provision of this article regarding the design, size, composition, or 
location of wireless telecommunications facilities shall not apply to any facilities lawfully placed within 
any City right-of-way prior to the effective date of the ordinance from which such provision is derived. 

 ( Ord. No. 715 , § 6(Exh. A), 9-28-2015) 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=737227&datasource=ordbank


AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALPHARETTA, 
GEORGIA TO AMEND CHAPTER 20, ARTICLE I, SECTION 20-8 OF THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA, TO ADD AN EXCEPTION TO THE 

PROHIBITIONS ON OUTSIDE BURNING; TO ADD STANDARDS FOR 
RECREATIONAL FIRE PITS; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES;
TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Alpharetta 
(“City Council”) are charged with the protection of the public 
health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City of 
Alpharetta; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 20 (Fire Prevention and Protection) of The 
Code of the City of Alpharetta, Georgia provides regulations for 
governing outside burning within the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend Chapter 20, 
Article I, Section 20-8 of The Code of the City of Alpharetta, 
Georgia in order to add an additional exception and to establish 
standards for recreational fire pits.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the City of Alpharetta 
hereby ordains, as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter 20, Article I, Section 20-8 of The Code 
of the City of Alpharetta, Georgia (the “Code”) is hereby 
amended by adding the following to paragraph (b):

”(6) Fires in recreational fire pits, as defined in 
the Unified Development Code (the “UDC”) and 
subject to the size and location requirements 
contained in the UDC.  Such fires are not 
required to be approved in advance by the Public 
Safety Department and are not limited to cooking 
purposes.  Fires in fire pits must be attended at 
all times, and smoke from a fire pit that creates 
a nuisance is prohibited.  For the purposes of 
this section only, nuisance is defined as smoke 
that enters a neighboring home with windows and 
doors closed.  If the Public Safety Department 
receives complaints from more than one 
neighboring household within a twenty-four (24) 
hour period, an officer shall respond and 
inspect, and make a reasonable determination 
based upon the nuisance standard in this section 



as to whether a fire should be extinguished and 
whether a warning or citation should be issued.”

Section 2.  It is the intention of the City Council and it 
is hereby ordained by the authority of the City Council that the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of 
the Code of the City of Alpharetta, Georgia and the codifier is 
authorized to make the specified deletions, insertions, 
additions, and to insert headings, article numbers and section 
numbers as and where appropriate.

Section 3.  If any section, subsection, provision, or 
clause of any part of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid 
or unconstitutional, or, if the provisions of any part of this 
Ordinance as applied to any particular situation or set of 
circumstances shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional, 
such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the portions of 
this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of 
this Ordinance to other circumstances not so held to be invalid.  
It is hereby declared as the intent of the City Council that 
this Ordinance would have been adopted in its current form 
without the invalid or unconstitutional provision contained 
therein.

Section 4.  This Ordinance shall become effective immedi-
ately upon adoption.

Section 5.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 
conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent 
of such conflict.

CITY OF ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA

  By:________________________________
Jim Gilvin, Mayor

[SIGNATURES CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE]



[SIGNATURES CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE OF
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 20, ARTICLE I, SECTION 20-8

OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA]

   COUNCIL MEMBERS

________________________________
Jason Binder

________________________________
Ben Burnett

________________________________
John Hipes

________________________________
Dan Merkel

________________________________
Donald Mitchell

________________________________
Karen Richard

(SEAL)

Attest:

_____________________________
Coty Thigpen, City Clerk

First Reading________________

Second Reading_______________

Adopted______________________
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City Council Meeting and Public Hearing
STAFF REPORT

 

Submitting Department: Public Works
Submitted By: 

Meeting Date: November 12, 2018

 

I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: GDOT LOCAL BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 
II. RECOMMENDATION:

 
Please permit staff to submit a letter of interest to the Georgia Department of  Transportation for 
consideration of replacement of a vehicular bridge on Waters Road through GDOT's Local Bridge 
Replacement Program and have the Mayor authorize any necessary documents. 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 

 

Georgia Department of Transportation has approached the City inquiring our interest in GDOT's Local Bridge 
Replacement Program. Specifically speaking, the bridge replacement under consideration is Waters Road 
Bridge over Long Indian Creek. The program consists of utilizing federal,  state, and local funding to 
accomplish the project. 

The City would be responsible for obtaining right-of-way as well as legal fees associated with the acquisition. 
Previous projects GDOT has worked on estimates the City's expense to be approximately $100,000-
$150,000. The approximate cost of the bridge replacement, design and construction is over $1.5M. 

Public Works is requesting Council permission to move forward with submitting a letter to GDOT stating we 
are interested in participating in GDOT's  Local Bridge Replacement Program. Upon receiving the letter, 
GDOT will develop a preliminary ROW estimate through the use of GIS Data and provide the City a MOU for 
the City to execute. 

One component of the Local Bridge Replacement Program is the City is required to submit the estimated 
land cost and associated fees at the onset of the project. GDOT has informed Public Works the funds would 
be due in the Spring of 2019. Funds are available in the Bridge Maintenance Account.

IV. ALTERNATIVES: 
 
V. ATTACHMENTS: 
 



Widen Barn Entry

Public Parking

Covered Seating 
F&B, Toilets

Expand Existing 
Arena

New Arena 
150’x340

Car/Truck Parking

Maintenance & 
Waste Facility

40 Stall ExpansionTrailer Parking Expansion

Trailer/RV Parking

Replace Barns

Replace Barns

Lunging Pens

Seating Terraces & Shade Pavilions

Barn Expansion 
48 Stalls

Shade Pavilions

Possible Covered Arena Extension

Renovate Covered Arena

Trails

Show Office / 
Toilets Renovate

Concept 1



Existing Parking

Expand Existing 
Arena

Green Space

Car/Truck Parking

Trailer/RV Parking

Replace BarnsReplace Barns, add new

Seating Terraces & Shade Pavilions

Shade Pavilions

Renovate Covered Arena

Trails

Show Office / 
Toilets Renovate

Concept 2

Covered Arena Expansion

New Arena
(150’×340’)

Community 
Garden

Community 
Space

Future Grandstand

New barns/stall expansion

Warmup Arena

Maintenance & 
Waste Facility

40 Stall Expansion



Alternative Back 
Arena

Replace Barns 

New Maintenance 
Barn & Yard

New 80’x160’ Arena

Maintain Existing 
Parking



































































City Council Meeting and Public Hearing
STAFF REPORT

 

Submitting Department: Council
Submitted By: 

Meeting Date: November 12, 2018

 

I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: WIRELESS BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT - INDUSTRY OVERVIEWS 
II. RECOMMENDATION:
 This item is being presented for information and educational purposes only. 
III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 

 

Representatives from several wireless technology providers and service carriers will provide comments and 
insights into deployment of 5G technologies in Alpharetta in accordance with the City's proposed ordinance.

Because the City is carrier / company agnostic and technologies vary across the industry, invitations to 
present during this workshop were extended to all companies that provided comment and feedback during 
the development of the associated ordinance.

IV. ALTERNATIVES: 
 
V. ATTACHMENTS: 
 


	I. CALL TO ORDER
	II. ROLL CALL
	III. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
	IV. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
	A. March of Dimes Prematurity Awareness Month

	V. CONSENT AGENDA
	A. Council Meeting Minutes (Meeting of 11/5/2018)
	Staff Report
	City Council Meeting Minutes 11-5-18
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	VI. PUBLIC HEARING
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	Aerial Map
	Future Land Use
	Zoning Map
	-Location Map-
	Elevations 10.19.18
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	180059CP16-ZONING PLAN
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	B. E-18-08: 191 Roswell Street / Gibson Parking Excep
	191 Roswell St Parking Exception CC Staff Report 111218
	Aerial Map
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	Zoning Map
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	Citi-Part B Submittal
	18-4404 VARIANCE-SITE
	Site Plan-2008
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	C. E-18-09: Change Healthcare Technologies / Sign Exc
	Staff Report
	Change Healthcare Sign Exception CC Staff Report
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	Location Map-
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	Staff Report


	VII. OLD BUSINESS
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	Ordinance
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	Section 2.8 of UDC - redlined revisions for 11.12.18 Council meeting

	C. Ordinance - Fire Pits (2nd reading)
 AN ORDINANCE
	Ordinance - Fire Pits


	VIII. WORKSHOP
	A. GDOT Local Bridge Replacement Program
	GDOT Local Bridge Replacement Program

	B. Wills Park Equestrian Center Master Plan
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	C. Special Events Review
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	IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
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