
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
JULY 15, 2016
ALPHARETTA CITY HALL

COUNCIL CHAMBERS
2 PARK PLAZA

8:30 AM

I.  WORKSHOP 

II.  CALL TO ORDER 

III.  ROLL CALL 

IV.  PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

V.  ITEMS FROM STAFF 

VI.  ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

 1. DRB Meeting Minutes of 

VII.  PUBLIC HEARING 

 1. 09:00 ­ 09:15     Staff report 

 2. 09:15 ­ 09:30     DRB 160051   The Cedar Grill   1497 Alpharetta Hwy
                                review awnings and wall sign
                              Staff recommends approval with black awnings and black framing 

 3. 09:30 ­ 10:00     DRB 160034  Liberty Park Village        Westside @ Old Milton
                            review elevations, colors and materials for building 400
                           Staff recommends approval with conditions (attached) 

 4. 10:00 ­ 10:45     DRB 160054   Environs/ Self Storage  10945 Westside Pkwy
                            review new construction, site, landscape, signage, lighting
                           Staff recommends approval with conditions (attached) 

 5. 10:45 ­ 11:15     DRB 160053  Office Building     2845 Old Milton Pkwy office building .
                              Cursory review of  New Construction (pre City Council comments needed) 

VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
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DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
MINUTES MAY 20, 2016

ALPHARETTA CITY 
HALL COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS
2 PARK PLAZA

8:30 AM

This summary is provided as a convenience and service to the public, media and staff. It is not the intent to record 
proceedings verbatim. Any reproduction of this summary must include this notice. Public comments are noted as heard by the 
Design Review Board, but not quoted or paraphrased. This document includes limited presentation by Design Review Board 
and invited speakers in summary form. This is not an official record of the Alpharetta Design Review Board Meeting 
proceedings. Official Minutes are recorded and available for review.

I. WORKSHOP   

II. CALL TO ORDER   

III. ROLL CALL

 Design Review Board  Members Present

o Roger Brown, Chairman

o Pat Corkill

o Dick Debban

o Scott Doll

o Thom Le Cain

o Holly Palmer

o Frank Schwing

 Design Review Board  Members Absent

o Richard Kramer

 Staff  Members Present

o Kathi Cook, Director of Community Development

o Bret Schroeder, Zoning Enforcement Manager

o Elle Taylor, Boards Assistant
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IV. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

V. ITEMS FROM STAFF

VI. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS

1. DRB Meeting Minutes of April 15, 2016   

 Board Member Doll offered a motion to approve 

 The motion received a second from Board Member Palmer
 The motion was approved by a vote (7-0)

VII. PUBLIC HEARING

1. DRB160043/08­08 Sweet Samba     380 South Main St 

 There was discussion on:
 Sign not lit
 Sample of Alumicore
 Preference of sign with larger letters
 Painting of Posts
 Routed, Applied Letters, ½ inch thick, 11” in height
 Raised white border
 White background, pink letters

 Board Member Doll offered a motion to approve the signage that we have seen here today however that 
the background be white with the pink letters per the PMS color we’ve seen, that the base of the sign be 
painted black, the poles of the sign be upgraded in material and be painted white with the caps on top 
being the same, but repainted black. 

 The motion received a second from Board Member Palmer
 The motion was approved by a vote (6-0)

There was discussion during the motion that the building sign was acceptable. 

2. DRB 160039/96­74 Couch Construction    333 North Main St

   Applicant presented review exterior elevations, materials, colors and signage. After discussion:

 Board Member Corkill offered a motion to approve elevations as submitted with the exception that trim 
color be gray, color to be determined with Staff, that goes for roofline and around the windows, the lights 
approved as submitted with a gray or bronze color and the roof be an architectural shingle either of the 
two sample colors submitted today.  

 The motion received a second from Board Member Le Cain
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 The motion was approved by a vote (5-1-0)(Debban)

 Board Member Corkill offered a motion to approve signage as submitted today and for future signage 
once the road is constructed by DOT that Staff work with the Applicant on adding stone to the base of the 
sign post as well as the location of the sign and any possible landscaping around the sign.

 The motion received a second from Board Member Palmer
 The motion was approved by a vote (6-0) 

 Board Member Corkill offered a motion to approve Landscape as submitted but the Applicant work with 
Staff as far as future Landscape areas around the Site including any possible trees needed for screening of 
parking areas and any required street trees. 

 The motion received a second from Board Member Palmer
 The motion was approved by a vote (6-0) 

There was discussion that Applicant will work with Staff on new parking and landscaping.
  

3. DRB 160006 Windward Park    Windward Pky @ Northpoint Pky review 

Applicant presented landscape, Hardscape, Sign and design details

There was discussion on:

 Landscape –
o  too many perennials
o Switching of plants to be more shade tolerant
o Screening of parking lot

 
 Signs 
o have Letter of Approval from WA
o Windward Park sign will be internally lit
o Secondary signs smaller scale

 Hardscape
o Enhanced, colored concrete at intersection and crosswalk
o Permeable pavers along perimeter of park
o Water Feature
 MARTA Pedestrian access 
 Connected streets, wide enough to accommodate bike travel
 Sidewalks along Dryden Rd, but no crosswalks
 MARTA requested a bus shelter, but did not request a crosswalk
 Applicant showed where bus shelter would be on site
 Discussion initiated by Staff as to how a pedestrian would get from bus stop to site. 

Applicant stated they could add striped crosswalks but then showed 2 existing crosswalks on 
the north end of the parking lot on the hardscape plans on HS1. 

 Gateway feature at roundabout – DRB and Applicant prefer Option 2. Will be designed by 
an artist. 
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 Board Member Corkill offered a motion that based on the comments from the Board regarding sun versus 
shade shrubs, perennials, the landscape be revised and presented at the time when the separate building 
elevations and buildings are presented to the Board for review.

 The motion received a second from Board Member Schwing
 The motion failed by a vote (0-6) 

Applicant stated that Landscape would be developed along the streetscape first as one LDP. 
Buildings have not been fully designed yet. Staff suggested Applicant show revised plans, 
email to Staff, Staff will email to DRB for approval. Corkill requested hatching for clear 
definition. 

 Board Member Corkill offered a motion that Landscape is revised by the Applicant submitted to Staff for 
electronic delivery, to DRB for review and approval.

 The motion received a second from Board Member Le Cain 
 The motion failed by a vote (6-0) 

 Board Member Corkill offered a motion to approve hardscape and signage as submitted today

 The motion received a second from Board Member Palmer
 The motion failed by a vote (6-0) 

Staff stated that the Applicant should bring back the Gateway feature once artist has 
designed. 

 Board Member Corkill offered a motion regarding the bus stop that the Applicant work with Staff 
regarding the final bus stop location and direct pedestrian access shall be provided by The Applicant to 
the site, working with Staff 

 The motion received a second from Board Member Le Cain
 The motion failed by a vote (6-0) 

There was discussion that the design would come back on the hotel site. 

4. DRB 160040/07­22 Aloft Hotel     7895 North Point Pkwy review 

Buck Lindsey presented exterior colors and material, signage on prior approval from 2007. 

There was discussion on:

 Target Market- Tech-oriented millennials
 Urban, industrial, sophisticated architecture
 Interior Space
 Data friendly Hotel
 Exterior Architecture – off white palette with pop accents of color, horizontal light 
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bands on the façade, rainbow of “swoof” roof element and the Porte cohere. Series 
of twelve colors that compose that array. Resin, wood product at entrance. 

 Applicant does not want to use muted colors from 2007 approval.
 Samples of custom drivit colors, metal, non-reflective clear glass
 Lighting – “Swoof” and Porte cohere uplit from roof area so that rainbow colors are 

accented at night. 
  Vertical accent EIPHS colors in windows
 Horizontal Bands are LED strip lights, not visible during the day, create a 

continuation of the color concept at night
 Site Plan, Zoning is preapproved.
 5 Story Hotel
 Orange wood product panel on front of building, used as a rain screen.
 Dark gray EPHIS material
 “Night” showing of building
 Location of Building at North Point area
 Signage
 Side facing 400 lighting will not be visible
 Staff presented night time photos from the internet
  “Swoof” faces towards North Point Pky
 There was discussion of meeting Night Sky Ordinance
 Brightness of “Swoof” difficult to determine
 Board stated the “Swoof” should not be a beacon, confine itself to property
 There was discussion of lighting consultant to select correct uplighting. Applicant 

stated they would bring back a rendering for the DRB

Chairman Brown suggested that the Board give the Applicant approval on the overall effect of 
the new colors instead of the subdued colors subject to the condition that a consultant be 
engaged. Board discussed Ashville, N.C. photo is acceptable.

 Board Member Doll offered a motion to approve the project as presented with the contingency that a 
lighting consultant is engaged and at one point prior to (Applicant) come back and give us reasonable 
visualization of the subdued colors as mentioned in our conversation here.

 The motion received a second from Board Member Corkill
 The motion was approved by a vote (5-1)(Debban) 

There was discussion during the motion that Applicant colors are not approved. 
They need to come back to DRB.

5. DRB 160041/14­24 Autumn Leaves    3300 Webb Bridge Rd

Applicant presented review material changes for 2 monument signs with added stone to match building 
and central feature from fountain to an Autumn Leaf design ground lit sculpture

 Board Member Schwing offered a motion to approve signs and sculpture as submitted with clarification 
that the stone and the brick for both will match the building.

 The motion received a second from Board Member Debban
 The motion was approved by a vote (5-1)( Palmer)

6. DRB 160038 Verizon Office tower    5055 North Point Pkwy
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  Applicant presented review of new exterior addition.

After discussion of dimensions and projection:

 Board Member Doll offered a motion to approve as proposed.

 The motion received a second from Board Member Le Cain
 The motion was approved by a vote (6-0)

7. DRB 160042/12­16 Avalon middle jewel box    900 Avalon Blvd 

Applicant presented review of new construction.

 Board Member Corkill offered a motion to approve elevations and materials as submitted.

 The motion received a second from Board Member Palmer
 The motion was approved by a vote (6-0)

8.   Lunch

9.   DRB160045/99­08   Fat Cows    62 North Main St

Robin Rowles presented of review monument sign. 

There was discussion of:

 Submitted sandblasted sign
 Preference by Applicant of a dimensional sign of same size and look. Applicant described how image of 

an ice cream cone would be created. Letters would also be dimensional. 
 DRB requested that dimensional sign be brought back for their approval

 Board Member Doll offered a motion to approve as submitted with a contingency to work with Staff on 
evergreen landscaping around the sign. 

 The motion received a second from Board Member Corkill
 The motion was approved by a vote (5-0-1)(Debban)

10. DRB 160031/12­28 Pollo Tropical    10900 Haynes Bridge rd 

Applicant presented building colors and signage. 

 Board Member Corkill offered a motion to approve building colors with the exception of the Marlboro 
Blue will now be EF1 Light Blue color presented today which is the custom Pollo Tropical color and the 
palm tree in the shutter if allowed per the signage shall also be the substitute Pollo Tropical light blue and 
we eliminate the colored striping out of the shutter. 

 The motion received a second from Board Member Schwing
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 The motion was approved by a vote (4-1)
 

There was discussion during the motion that the shutter would be all brown slats.

 Board Member Schwing offered a motion to approve the building sign as submitted, the monument sign 
approve the blue on white, the blue would match the building blue and no green, and the base would be 
lemon ice. For the other signs, we have drive-thru signs and the enter signs, again similarly they would be 
the same blue and the white, no gray. And approve the drive-thru lemon ice option that was submitted.

 The motion received a second from Board Member Le Cain
 The motion was approved by a vote (5-0)

Board Member Doll left the meeting at 12:56 p.m. and did not participate in the vote. 

11. DRB160044/98­15 Schlotzky's Bakery & Cafe    3345 Old Milton 

Applicant presented a review of new elevations and colors.

After discussion of:

 Existing Building
 Lime Wash finish
 Potential for Variance for signs
 Tower Element- Arched element will be removed, the tower piece will 

have brick finish, height has not been determined, probably higher than 
existing element, how it will be supported, Tower will be an extension of 
the wall below, 2 sided. Back will be finished with same material as roof. 
Applicant stated they have not worked out details of vertical element 
from the back. 

 Keeping Existing Roof, arched element will be removed
 Menu boards will be replaced at Drive-Thru. 
 There will be a canopy to cover the entire drive-thru area
 Enclosure for walk-in cooler
  Mechanical, Louvered  Patio Awning to close for shade and rain
 Brick Veneer Planter Wall to match the brick of the building. Brick on 

both sides (patio area and street side), plants in top portion.
 Discussion of existing landscaping and missing trees. 
 Discussion of sidewalks having age. Potential for stamped pavers. 
 Removal of existing awnings and goose neck sconces
 Discussion of hanging lights over Drive-Thru. Art on metal panel.
 Hanging lights would also be on backside and patio
 DRB requested flat elevations with call outs
 DRB stated there are a lot of colors, don’t like all the exterior hanging 

lights, may look to busy and distracting.
 DRB likes painted brick and planter wall
 Roof color
 Visibility of Roof units
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 Discussion of support poles
 Discussion of Signs and potential need for a Variance
 Outdoor Furnishings, Signage, Landscape upgrades must come back to 

DRB

 Board Member Corkill offered a motion to defer the elevations and colors as submitted today and that the 
Applicant comes back with revised drawings based on the Board’s comments.

 The motion received a second from Board Member Le Cain
 The motion was approved by a vote (5-0-1)(Doll Abstained)

There was more discussion of hanging lighting, truer representation of what roof will look like, clarification of 
different colors. 

Board Member Corkill left the meeting.

12. DRB160046/15­12  Inspired Living    12450 Morris Rd 

Applicant presented review of new retaining wall material and landscape.

There was discussion on:

 Visibility of wall
 Reason for new materials
 Landscaping in front of walls

 Board Member Schwing offered a motion to approve the new retaining wall materials as submitted.

 The motion received a second from Board Member Doll
 The motion was approved by a vote (5-0)

13. DRB160048  Charles Schwab   2775 Old Milton Parkway

Applicant presented review of signage

Staff suggested that the sign be routed, not flex sign. 

 Board Member Schwing offered a motion to approve the parking lot building sign as submitted (Option 
1) and the sign on the other side would be either Option 3 as submitted or a rectangular sign of 
appropriate proportion with the blue background and white lettering, but in a routed, push-thru lettering. 

 The motion received a second from Board Member Le Cain
 The motion was approved by a vote (5-0)



9
DRB Minutes 5.20.16

14. DRB160002/01­21 South Main Kitchen Jones Alley Bar    

Louis Soon, Applicant, presented materials and elevations for exterior bar.

There was discussion of:

 Size 14 x 8

 Bar is not attached to wall

 Plumbing into side of building

 Hearti-Plank color same as what is outside

 Louvres – metal, silver, same as upstairs back window

 Roof – Black Asphalt

 Board Member Doll offered a motion to approve as presented

 The motion received a second from Board Member Palmer
 The motion was approved by a vote (4-1)(Debban)

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Brown adjourned the meeting at 2:47 p.m.
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Council Conditions referencing Architecture:

15.Residential Architecture shall be representative of southern classic 
style. Commercial and office shall be European or English style as in 
picture shown as exhibit A. All uses and/or buildings shall coordinate 
architecture. Design Review Board shall review townhomes, stacked flats 
and retail/restaurant and office building architecture.  Site and landscape 
plan for commercial portion shall also require Design Review Board 
approval.

17.Buildings along Old Milton Parkway, Thompson Street, Westside 
Parkway and Park Street shall face those streets to the greatest extent 
possible with garages located to the rear of the buildings. In cases where 
the side of the building faces those streets, the sides shall be designed to 
have the appearance of facing those streets. There shall be no visible rear 
yards along Old Milton Parkway

28.An area of at least 1500 square foot shall be established at the corner of 
Old Milton Parkway and Westside Parkway for a sitting area with a 
monument or sculpture, park benches and/or water feature.  Plan to be 
approved by Design Review Board. All entrances on Old Milton Parkway 
shall be heavily landscaped. 

30.Commercial buildings shall have pedestrian access from all adjacent 
streets and incorporate bicycle parking, benches and other complementary 
amenities.





DRB 07-15-2016

Liberty Park Village DRB 160034

Conditions for DRB approval of building 400

1. The center of the building should be raised and combine architecture style to appear as a 
cohesive section.

2. Remove small dormers on elevations as scale is off on them.
3. Add additional mullions to some of the windows to break the panes into smaller sections 

and detail the depth and the size of the window casings.
4. Detail the porch areas to be full size usable pedestrian areas.
5. Detail landscaping and flower boxes to be used on all elevations including upper floor areas
6. Develop a Master Sign package for the development and also note each area to be used for 

wall signs.
7. See mark up from Tracy Ward:













































Staff Recommendations;

Building

1. Should have the resemblance of an office building with no less than the front and two side 
fully bricked.

2. No storage units visible from the windows.
3. Dumpster enclosure full masonry with metal opaque gates.

Signage

1. Monument sign must be monument style with base wider than the “sign area”
2. 10 feet height should be reduced to 6 overall height\

Landscape

1. The 20 foot landscape strip should exclude any utility easements and shall be heavily 
landscaped screening.

2. Any fencing should be decorative black metal residential style pickets
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