
 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION MEETING
SEPTEMBER 10, 2020

ALPHARETTA CITY HALL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

2 PARK PLAZA
3:00 PM

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

II.  ROLL CALL 

III.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 a. February 13, 2020 

IV.  PUBLIC HEARING 

 a. PH­20­12 Farmhouse Settlement Historic Designation
Consideration of a request for designation of historic property. The property is located at 0 
Morris Road at the northeast corner of Georgia 400 and Old Milton Parkway and is legally 
described as being located in Land Lot 855, 1st District, 2nd Section, Fulton County, 
Georgia. 

 

V.  ITEMS FROM STAFF 

VI.  ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

VII.  ADJOURNMENT 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION MEETING 

FEBRUARY 13, 2020 
ALPHARETTA CITY HALL 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
2 PARK PLAZA 

3:00 PM 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

a. Election of Officers for 2020 

 Commissioner Mashburn nominated Bonnie Steadman as Chair 

• The motion was seconded by Commissioner Burgess 

• The motion was approved (4-0-1) 

 

 Commissioner Mashburn nominated Sue Rainwater as Vice-Chair 

• The motion was seconded by Chair Steadman 

• The motion was approved (4-0-1) 

 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

a. February 14, 2019 
 

b. March 14, 2019 
 

 Commissioner Grizzle made a motion to approve both set of minutes  

• The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mashburn 

• The motion was approved (5-0) 

 
 
 
III. ROLL CALL 

 
• Bonnie Steadman Chair 
• Sue Rainwater Vice Chair (Absent) 
• Bob Burgess 
• Rex Grizzle 
• Connie Mashburn 
• Joy Ross  

 
Staff Present 
 

• Brett Schroeder, Zoning Enforcement Manager 
• Elle Taylor, Planning & Zoning Coordinator 

 
 
 
 



IV. ITEMS FROM STAFF 

a. Bret Schroeder, Zoning Enforcement Manager - Discussion of Role of Code Enforcement 
 

b. Update on 193 Canton St (Weatherford House) 
 

c. Update on 112 Cumming St. B.F. Shirley House (Old Alpharetta Woman's Club) 
 

d. Update on Farmhouse Settlement 
 

e. Discussion of Proposed Changes to Historic Preservation Ordinance 
 
 
 
V. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION  
COMMISSION MEETING 

STAFF REPORT 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

SUBMITTED BY:  KATHI COOK 
DRAFTED BY:  ELLE TAYLOR 
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I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: PH-20-12 FARMHOUSE SETTLEMENT HISTORIC DESIGNATION 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION: SEPTEMBER 10, 2020 

CITY COUNCIL:     SEPTEMBER 28, 2020 

II. RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve PH-20-12 FARMHOUSE SETTLEMENT HISTORIC DESIGNATION 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 
The City in conjunction with the Recreation and Parks Department is requesting that the 
Farmhouse Settlement property be moved from the Contributing Historic property list to the 
Designated as Historic List. The subject property is located at 0 Morris Rd  and is legally 
described as being located at the northeast corner of Georgia 400 and Old Milton Parkway. 
The property was deeded to the City in  on October 23, 2019 and recorded in the Office of 
the Clerk of Superior Court on December 19, 2019 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The submitted request, if approved, will allow the City to change the property status from 
Contributing Historic Property to Designated as Historic Property per the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance. Zoning Condition # 19 associated with file # Z-12-02/CLUP-12-03/V-12-16 QuikTrip 
required that the historic farmhouse property be donated to the City. The property was deeded 
to the City in  on October 23, 2019 and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of Superior Court on 
December 19, 2019.  
 
“The applicant and the City agree on the importance of preserving the historic farm house 
property located along tributary #5. The applicant acknowledges the city’s desire to have the 
farm house property donated to the city and agrees to work with the city in good faith to 
facilitate the donation, including public access and shared parking at the site as mutually 
agreed upon. In consideration of the land donation, the city agrees to provide the applicant 
with Impact fee credits equal to the value of the land donated. Any donated land shall be 
included in future development density calculations. Such donations shall take place no later 
than the issuance of a land disturbance permit on the OP property.” 
 
According to research by the Alpharetta & Old  Milton Historical Society, the settlement at 
Farmhouse predates the founding of Old Milton County and the City of Alpharetta by at 
least 30 years. Early settlers were living in Indian Territory. Big Creek Baptist Church was 
chartered there in 1828, ten years before the Trail of Tears when the Cherokee Indians 
were removed from the area. In the early 1830’s there was an operating water mill on 
Martin Creek, near what is now the northeast corner Ga 400 and Old Milton Parkway. 
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A major road for the time, ran beside the mill site through the narrow valley on the east side 
of Burnett Mountain (currently Preston Ridge). The road connected Lebanon, near what 
would become Roswell, and Suwanee then on to Lawrenceville.  The Farm House 
Community was located near an important trade route that ran from Lebanon Community, 
near Roswell, into Forsyth County. The Farm House Community’s center was located west of 
the area later developed as Preston Ridge and approximately 1.7 miles east of the current 
Alpharetta City Hall. Farm House Community was a thriving commercial center between 
1834-1858. At various times a gristmill, sawmill, cotton gin, post office and general store were 
in operation here.  
Several of The City of Alpharetta’s founding families are associated with this property. It is 
believed that Hiram Trammell built and lived in a cabin there as well as built the dam and 
water mill. The dam was intact until 1980. “Slick Rock” was a popular place for swimming in 
the community. Islam Teasley was the postmaster for the post office that was established in 
1853. Five years later, the post office was relocated to the new town of Alpharetta with 
Oliver P. Skelton as postmaster.  In 1908, the family of Clark & Ann Burnett were 
photographed at their family home on Burnett’s Mountain ( currently Preston Ridge) 
The City has  future plans to construct a Farmhouse Community Heritage Park  to 
commemorate the property as a historic site.  
 
HISTORIC DESIGNATION REVIEW CRITERIA 
 

      The City of Alpharetta Unified Development Code Section 2.94 B  of the Historic Preservation 
Incentive Zoning Ordinance outlines the criteria for Historic Designation. The Ordinance 
specifically states … In order to be designated a historic property, the property must be an 
individual building, structure  or parcel of land that meets the following criteria:  

a.      Is of historic, cultural, aesthetic or architectural significance to the City, the region, 
the State, or the nation; or 
 
Response: The Farmhouse Settlement is historically and culturally significant as the first 
settlement for the City of Alpharetta. 
 

b.      Possesses historic integrity (in terms of its location,  design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association) for all periods related to the significance of the 
property; and 

 
Response: The property is of historical significance as an early settlement in Indian territory that 
predates the founding of Old Milton County and the City of Alpharetta.  
 
c.      Is deemed worthy of preservation (and the benefits available due to such status) 

following reasons: 
 
i.      It is an outstanding example of a building representative of its era and over 75 years  old; 

 
Response:      The Farmhouse Community was a thriving commercial center between 1834 and 
1858. During that time a gristmill, sawmill, cotton gin, post office and general store operated 
there.  Big Creek Baptist Church was founded there in 1828 before the Trail of Tears when the 
Cherokee Indians were removed from the area. The Community was located near an 
important trade route. 
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ii.      It is one of the few remaining examples of a past architectural style or type and 
over 75 years old; or 

 
Response:      The property is approximately 190 years old.  
 
iii.       It is a place associated with an event or person(s) of historic or cultural 
significance to the City, the region, the State, or the nation and over 75 years   old. 
 

Response:    This property possesses historic significance and association as the original 
settlement for the City of Alpharetta.  The settlement predates the founding of Old Milton County 
and the City of Alpharetta by at least 30 years. There are future plans to build a Community 
Heritage Park to commemorate the Settlement. 
 
CONCURRENCES 
 
City Staff has reviewed the application and finds that it can generally support the request to 
change the property status from Contributing Historic Property to designated as Historic per 
the Historic Preservation Ordinance. The Alpharetta & Milton Historical Society  also support the 
historic designation due to the property’s historic significance as well as the fact that it is 190 
years old.  
 
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
The City notified property owners within 500’ regarding the Applicant’s intent to designate the 
property. There were no comments received. 

IV. ATTACHMENTS: 
• History Fact Sheet 

• Maps 

• Photos 

• Farmhouse Community Heritage Park 
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