
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2020

ALPHARETTA CITY HALL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

2 PARK PLAZA
5:30 PM

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

 A. Election of Chair and Vice Chair for 2020 

II.  ROLL CALL 

III.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 A. December 19, 2019 

IV.  ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

V.  ITEMS FROM STAFF 

VI.  PUBLIC HEARING 

 A. V­20­08 TRUM/145 SWEETBAY CIRCLE POOL VARIANCE
Consideration of a variance to reduce the residential swimming pool setback along the rear 
property line from 20’ to 10’ to allow for the construction of an 18’ x 36’ pool. The subject 
property is located at 145 Sweetbay Circle in the Enclave at Glen Abbey subdivision. 

VII.  ADJOURNMENT 



BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
DECEMBER 19, 2019 

ALPHARETTA CITY HALL 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

2 PARK PLAZA 
5:30 PM 

This summary is provided as a convenience and service to the public, media and staff. It is not the 
intent to record proceedings verbatim. Any reproduction of this summary must include this notice. 
Public comments are noted as heard by Board of Zoning Appeals, but not quoted or paraphrased. 
This document includes limited presentation by Board of Zoning Appeals and invited speakers in 
summary form. This is not an official record of the Alpharetta City Board of Zoning Appeals 
Meeting proceedings. Official Minutes are recorded and available for review. 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL 

Board Members Present: 

• Mike Webber (Chair) 

• Marc Gelber (Vice-Chair) 

• Dick Jones 

• Kile Lewis 

• Daniel McAlonan 

• Jeremy Scott 
 

Staff Members Present: 

• Eric Graves, Senior Transportation  

• Elle Taylor, Planning and Zoning Coordinator 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

A. November 21, 2019 

IV. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

V. ITEMS FROM STAFF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VI. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. E-20-01 YOUNG/189 ACADEMY STREET FENCE HEIGHT EXCEPTION 
 

Michael Woodman, Senior Planner presented consideration of an exception to 
increase the height of a residential fence from sixfeet (6’) to ninefeet (9’) in order 
to screen the subject property from the neighboring property at 199 Academy 
Street. The subject property is located at 189 Academy Street at the southeast 
corner of Academy Street and Loxford Lane. 
 
Staff ‘s recommendation was to: 
 

Approve E-20-01 Young/189 Academy Street Fence Height Exception, subject to the following 
conditions: 

 
1. Fence location, height and materials shall be developed substantially similar to the 

submitted plans, as approved by Staff. 
2. Landscaping, if necessary, shall be provided to screen the corner of the fence from 

Academy Street, as approved by Staff. 
 

After presentation from the Applicant and discussion from the Board: 
 
 Board Member Scott offered a motion to approve with Staff conditions 

• Board Member Jones seconded the motion 
• Motion was approved (6-0)  

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 



BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS MEETING 
STAFF REPORT 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
SUBMITTED BY:  KATHI COOK 

DRAFTED BY:  MICHAEL WOODMAN 

 

1 
 

I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: V-20-08 TRUM/145 SWEETBAY CIRCLE POOL VARIANCE 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:  SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 

II. RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve V-20-08 Trum/145 Sweetbay Circle Pool Variance, subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. Property shall be developed substantially similar to submitted plans prepared by Atlanta Custom 

Landscapes, dated 6/1/2020, except to comply with the condition below. 
2. The rear swimming pool setback shall be 10’, which applies to the pool and its auxiliary structures 

and equipment. 
3. Recompense for the removal of the Oak tree shall be addressed by replanting in the rear yard 

along the east and south property lines and shall include some evergreen material to enhance 
screening, as approved by Staff. 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 
The applicant, Leon Trum, is requesting consideration of a variance to reduce the residential 
swimming pool setback along the rear property line from 20’ to 10’ to allow for the construction of an 
18’ x 36’ pool. The subject property is located at 145 Sweetbay Circle in the Enclave at Glen Abbey 
subdivision. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
The submitted request, if approved, would allow a swimming pool to be constructed in the rear 
yard of a single-family detached lot. A variance is requested to reduce the rear pool setback 
from 20’ to 10’. The subject property is located at 145 Sweetbay Circle in the Enclave at Glen 
Abbey subdivision. 
 
The 0.28-acre property is zoned CUP (Community Unit Plan) and is developed with a 2-story, 
4,322 square foot single-family detached home. Surrounding properties are also zoned CUP and 
located in the Enclave at Glen Abbey Subdivision, except that the properties to the east are 
located in the Glen Abbey Subdivision. The property backs up to an undeveloped, wooded 
common area at the main entrance to Glen Abbey and a single-family detached home (940 
Turlough Trail) in Glen Abbey. There is an existing fence black metal picket fence along the rear 
and side property lines. 
 
The Unified Development Code (UDC) requires a 20’ setback from the side or rear property lines 
or the same setback as the principal structure, whichever is less, for residential swimming pools 
and their auxiliary structures. Since the rear building setback is 40’, the 20’ setback applies. The 
site plan depicts an 18’ x 36’ (648 square foot) swimming pool approximately 10’ from the rear 
property line. The applicant proposes to remove a 16” Oak tree located just inside the fence 
line at the rear property line. The landscape plan depicts a Forest Pansy Redbud and several 
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Green Giant Arborvitaes and Cedars along the rear and side property lines, which would help 
screen the property from adjacent properties. 
 
VARIANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The City of Alpharetta Unified Development Code Article IV, Section 4.5.3 outlines the criteria 
set forth for granting a hardship variance. The ordinance specifically states…”a variance may 
be granted in whole or in part, or with conditions, in such individual case of unnecessary 
hardship upon a finding that”: 
 
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
property in question because of its size, shape or topography; or 
 
Response: The property has an unusual shape and approximately 70% of the rear yard backs 
up to an undeveloped, wooded common area at the main entrance to Glen Abbey. The pool 
has been laid out to minimize impacts to adjacent residential lots and the applicant has 
provided letters of no objection from the property owners directly impacted by the variance. 
 
2. The application of the Ordinance to this particular piece of property would create an 
unnecessary hardship; or 
 
Response: Application of the ordinance would necessitate an untraditional swimming pool 
design. Approximately 70% of the rear yard backs up to an undeveloped, wooded common 
area at the main entrance to Glen Abbey. The pool has been laid out to minimize impacts to 
adjacent residential lots and the applicant has provided letters of no objection from the 
property owners directly impacted by the variance. 
 
3. There are conditions that are peculiar to the property which adversely affect its 
reasonable use or usability as currently zoned; or 
 
Response: The property has an unusual shape and approximately 70% of the rear yard backs 
up to an undeveloped, wooded common area at the main entrance to Glen Abbey. The pool 
has been laid out to minimize impacts to adjacent residential lots and the applicant has 
provided letters of no objection from the property owners directly impacted by the variance. 
 
4. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the 
purpose and intent of the Ordinance. 
 
Response: The applicant’s proposal should not cause a substantial detriment to the public 
good, if conditions are placed on the property requiring additional screening. 
 
CONCURRENCES 
 
City Staff has reviewed the applicant’s proposal and finds that the variance does not conflict 
with the established criteria. Approximately 70% of the rear yard backs up to an undeveloped, 
wooded common area at the main entrance to Glen Abbey. The pool has been laid out to 
minimize impacts to adjacent residential lots and the applicant has provided letters of no 
objection from the property owners directly impacted by the variance. In addition, the 
applicant’s landscape plan proposes screening material along the rear and side property lines 
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in the vicinity of the pool. If approved, it is recommended that tree recompense be addressed 
with on-site replanting, including evergreen material. 
 
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
The applicant notified surrounding property owners and the Glen Abbey HOA of the variance 
request and intent for the property. Letters of no objection from Glen Abbey HOA, Glen Abbey 
Design Review Board and adjacent property owners were provided by the applicant. 

IV. ATTACHMENTS: 
• Site/Landscape Plan 
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:1rv OF ALPHARETTA 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Case#: _______ _ 

�UBLIC HEARING APPLICATION 0 Fee Paid Initial: ___ _ 

:oMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT • 2 PARK PLAZA • ALPHARETTA, GA 30009

This page should be the first page in each of your completed application packets. 

It is preferred that all responses be typed. Illegible applications will not be accepted. 

Prior to signing and submitting your application, please check all information supplied on the following pages to ensure that all responses 
are complete and accurate. Incomplete applications will not be accepted. 

Payment of all applicable fees must be made at the time of application. Payment may be made via cash, credit cord (American Express, 
Master Card or Visa), or check made payable to "City of Alpharetta." 

Applications will be accepted only on the designated submittal dates between the hours of 8:30 AM and 3:30 PM. 

If you have any questions regarding this form, please contact the Community Development Department by calling 678-297-6070. 

ntact Information: 

:ontacl Nome: Leon T rum 

�ddress: 145 Sweetbay Circle 

:ity Alpharetta State: GA Zip: 30022 

Telephone: 404.37 4.6282 

Suite: 

Fax:

�abileTel: 404.37 4.6282 Email: ljtrum3@comcast.net 

bject Property Information: 

�ddress: 145 Sweetbay Circle Current Zoning: R 

)istrict: 1 st Section: 1 St Land Lot: 39 Parcel ID: 11-0040-0039-329-7 

>roposed Zoning: N/ A Current Use: R 1 - Residential 

is Ag>lication For /C/,ed All 1nol' � 

� Conditional Use 

� Rezoning 

i] Variance 

� Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

0 Moster Pion Amendment 

0 Mosler Pion Review 

0 Public Hearing 

0 Other /Specify/: 

D Exception 
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