
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
OCTOBER 15, 2020

ALPHARETTA CITY HALL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

2 PARK PLAZA
5:30 PM

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

II.  ROLL CALL 

III.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 A. September 17, 2020 

IV.  ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

V.  ITEMS FROM STAFF 

VI.  PUBLIC HEARING 

 A. V­20­12 Stiakakis/5073 Village Green Fence Variance
Consideration of a variance to increase the height of a residential privacy fence along the 
side and rear property lines from six­feet (6’) to eight­feet (8’).The subject property is located 
at 5073 Village Green Way in the Village Green subdivision.  

VII.  ADJOURNMENT 



 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 
MEETING SUMMARY 

ALPHARETTA CITY HALL 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

2 PARK PLAZA 
5:30 PM 

This summary is provided as a convenience and service to the public, media and staff. It is not the 
intent to record proceedings verbatim. Any reproduction of this summary must include this notice. 
Public comments are noted as heard by Board of Zoning Appeals, but not quoted or 
paraphrased. This document includes limited presentation by Board of Zoning Appeals and 
invited speakers in summary form. This is not an official record of the Alpharetta City Board of 
Zoning Appeals Meeting proceedings. Official Minutes are recorded and available for review. 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Election of Chair and Vice Chair for 2020 
 

 Board Member McAlonan nominated Marc Gelber as Chair 

• Board Member Gelber accepted 

• Nomination  was approved (4-0) 
 

 Board Member Scott nominated Daniel McAlonan as Vice-Chair 

• Board Member McAlonan accepted 

• Nomination  was approved (4-0) 
 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

 

Board Members Present: 

• Marc Gelber (Chair) 

• Daniel McAlonan (Vice-Chair) 

• Mike Perry 

• Jeremy Scott 

• Scott Wharton (Voting Alternate) 

• Kile Lewis (Absent) 

• Sara Harrison (Absent) 
 
 
 

Staff Members Present: 



 
• Kathi Cook, Director of Community Development 

• Elle Taylor, Planning and Zoning Coordinator 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES  

A. December 19, 2019 

 Board Member Scott offered a motion to approve  
• Board Member McAlonan seconded the motion 
• Motion was approved (4-0)  

 
 
IV. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

V. ITEMS FROM STAFF 

VI. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Board Member Perry joined the meeting. 

A. V-20-08 TRUM/145 SWEETBAY CIRCLE POOL VARIANCE 
Kathi Cook, Director of Community Development, presented consideration of a 
variance to reduce the residential swimming pool setback along the rear 
property line from 20’ to 10’ to allow for the construction of an 18’ x 36’ pool. The 
subject property is located at 145 Sweetbay Circle in the Enclave at Glen Abbey 
subdivision. 
 
Staff’s recommendation was: 

Approve V-20-08 Trum/145 Sweetbay Circle Pool Variance, subject to the following 
conditions: 

 
1. Property shall be developed substantially similar to submitted plans prepared by Atlanta 

Custom Landscapes, dated 6/1/2020, except to comply with the condition below. 
2. The rear swimming pool setback shall be 10’, which applies to the pool and its auxiliary 

structures and equipment. 
3. Recompense for the removal of the Oak tree shall be addressed by replanting in the rear 

yard along the east and south property lines and shall include some evergreen material to 
enhance screening, as approved by Staff. 

 
After discussion and presentation from the Applicant: 

 Vice Chair McAlonan offered a motion to approve with three conditions as 
stated by Staff 

• Board Member Scott seconded the motion 
• Motion was approved (5-0) 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Chairman Gelber adjourned the meeting at 5:42 p.m. 
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I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: V-20-12 STIAKAKIS/5073 VILLAGE GREEN FENCE VARIANCE 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:  OCTOBER 15, 2020 

II. RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve V-20-12 Stiakakis/5073 Village Green Fence Variance, subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. An eight-foot (8’) privacy fence shall be permitted as depicted on the submitted plans. 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 
The applicant, Philip Stiakakis, is requesting consideration of a variance to increase the height of a 
residential privacy fence along the side and rear property lines from six-feet (6’) to eight-feet (8’). The 
City’s Code Enforcement placed the applicant on notice that the fence did not comply with the 
City’s height regulations for residential fences. The subject property is located at 5073 Village Green 
Way in the Village Green subdivision. 

 

DISCUSSION 
 
The submitted request, if approved, would allow an eight-foot (8’) privacy fence to remain on 
a residential property. The fence has already been constructed along the side and rear property 
lines. The subject property is located at 5073 Village Green Way in the Village Green subdivision. 
 
The subject property is developed with a 2-story townhome unit and is zoned R-12 (Dwelling, 
‘For-Sale’, Residential). Surrounding properties are zoned R-12 and located in the Village Green 
subdivision, except that the property to the east is located in the Poplar Ridge subdivision. 
 
Unified Development Code (UDC) Subsection 2.3.6 Fence and wall requirements, states the 
following: “Height of fences and walls used as fences shall not exceed six (6) feet on residential 
property and eight (8) feet on non-residential property. These limits may be exceeded by up to 
50% on sloped lots where the appearance of an even fence line is desired.” 
 
The applicant’s site plan depicts the eight-foot (8’) fence along both side property lines and the 
rear property line. A four-foot (4’) white picket fence faces Village Green Way and connects 
the side of the townhome to the 8’ privacy fence along the eastern, side property line. The 
applicant submitted photographs showing that the privacy fence is not visible from Village 
Green Way. 
 
VARIANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The City of Alpharetta Unified Development Code Article IV, Section 4.5.3 outlines the criteria 
set forth for granting a hardship variance. The ordinance specifically states…”a variance may 
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be granted in whole or in part, or with conditions, in such individual case of unnecessary 
hardship upon a finding that”: 
 
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
property in question because of its size, shape or topography; or 
 
Response: The property has an unusual shape and backs up to wooded common area in the 
Poplar Ridge subdivision. In addition, the applicant provided letters of no objection from the 
adjacent property owners. The fence has limited visibility from Village Green Way. 
 
2. The application of the Ordinance to this particular piece of property would create an 
unnecessary hardship; or 
 
Response: Application of the ordinance would require the property owner to reconstruct or 
modify the existing fence in order to comply with the maximum six-foot (6’) fence height. The 
property backs up to wooded common area in the Poplar Ridge subdivision. In addition, the 
applicant provided letters of no objection from the adjacent property owners. 
 
3. There are conditions that are peculiar to the property which adversely affect its 
reasonable use or usability as currently zoned; or 
 
Response: The property has an unusual shape and backs up to wooded common area in the 
Poplar Ridge subdivision. In addition, the applicant provided letters of no objection from the 
adjacent property owners. 
 
4. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the 
purpose and intent of the Ordinance. 
 
Response: The applicant’s proposal should not cause a substantial detriment to the public 
good. The property has an unusual shape and backs up to wooded common area in the Poplar 
Ridge subdivision. In addition, the applicant provided letters of no objection from the adjacent 
property owners. 
 
CONCURRENCES 
 
City Staff has reviewed the applicant’s proposal and finds that the variance does not conflict 
with the established criteria. The subject property backs up to a wooded common area in the 
Poplar Ridge subdivision. In addition, the applicant provided letters of no objection from the 
adjacent property owners. 
 
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
The applicant notified surrounding property owners and the Village Green HOA of the variance 
request and intent for the property. Letters of no objection from Village Green HOA and the 
adjacent property owners were provided by the applicant. 

IV. ATTACHMENTS: 
• Site Plan 
• Photographs 
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