
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
OCTOBER 21, 2021

ALPHARETTA CITY HALL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

2 PARK PLAZA
5:30 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL 

III. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

IV. SWEARING IN OF NEW BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS MEMBERS 

 A. Swearing in of new Board of Zoning Appeals members, Anne Holcombe and Michael 
Simmons, and new Board of Zoning Appeals alternate, Cliff Cobb. 

V. ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS VICE-CHAIR 

VI. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 A. Approval of Board of Zoning Appeals meeting minutes from August 19, 2021 

VII. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

VIII. ITEMS FROM STAFF 

IX. PUBLIC HEARING 

 A. E-21-01 Rose Backyard Chickens Exception
Consideration of an exception request to reduce the minimum lot size of a residential lot with backyard chickens 
from 1 acre to 0.73 acres. The property is located at 8605 Birch Hollow Drive and is legally described as being 
in Land Lot 551, 1st District, 2nd Section, Fulton County, Georgia. 

 B. V-21-14 3730 Shiraz Lane Stream Buffer Variance
DEFERRED: This item has been deferred by the applicant and will not be heard until November 18, 2021. 
The item will not be heard or discussed during this evening's meeting.
Consideration of a variance request to reduce the impervious setback associated with a perennial stream buffer 
from 50’ to 24’ to allow a swimming pool on a single-family detached lot. The property is located at 3730 Shiraz 
Lane and is legally described as being in Land Lot 10, 1st District, 1st Section, Fulton County, Georgia.

X. ADJOURNMENT 



 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS  
MEETING MINUTES DRAFT 

AUGUST 19, 2021 
ALPHARETTA CITY HALL 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS | 2 PARK PLAZA | 5:30 PM 

 

This summary is provided as a convenience and service to the public, media and staff. It is not the intent to 
record proceedings verbatim. Any reproduction of this summary must include this notice. Public comments are 
noted as heard by Board of Zoning Appeals, but not quoted or paraphrased. This document includes limited 
presentation by Board of Zoning Appeals and invited speakers in summary form. The public is advised that the 
tapes recorded at said meeting are a matter of public record and are available upon request. 

 
I.  CALL TO ORDER  

Chairman Gelber called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

III.  ROLL CALL  
Board of Zoning Appeals Members present: 

• Marc Gelber, Chair 

• Sara Harrison 

• Jeremy Scott 

• Mike Fowler 

• Michael Gordy 

• Scott Wharton, Alternate 

Board of Zoning Appeals Members absent: 

• Mike Perry 

City Staff present: 

• Kathi Cook, Director of Community Development 

• Lauren Shapiro, Planning + Zoning Coordinator 

IV.  ELECTION OF BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS VICE-CHAIR  
 Board Member Scott offered a motion nominating himself to serve as the Vice-Chair of the 

Board of Zoning Appeals. 
o Board Member Fowler seconded the motion. 
o The motion was approved unanimously (6-0). 

V.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES  
 

  A. Approval of the Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting Minutes from July 15, 2021.  
 
 Board Member Fowler offered a motion to approve the Board of Zoning Appeals meeting 
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minutes from July 15, 2021. 
o Board Member Gordy seconded the motion. 
o The motion was approved unanimously (6-0). 

 

VI.  ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS  
 

VII.  ITEMS FROM STAFF  
 

VIII.  PUBLIC HEARING  
 

  A. V-21-20 Martin / 905 Cobblestone Court Setback Variance 

Kathi Cook, Director of Community Development, presented consideration of a variance request 
to reduce the rear setback for a covered deck from 35’ to 20’. The home is located in the Fairfax 
subdivision, of which the final plat requires a 35’ rear setback. The subject property is located at 
905 Cobblestone Court in the Fairfax subdivision.  The submitted request, if approved, would 
allow for a 20’ x 20’ covered deck at the rear of a single-family home with a reduced rear 
setback of twenty-feet (20’). The home is located in the Fairfax subdivision, of which the final plat 
requires a 35’ rear setback. The subject property is located at 905 Cobblestone Court in the 
Fairfax subdivision. 
 
The City of Alpharetta Unified Development Code Article IV, Section 4.5.3 outlines the criteria set 
forth for granting a hardship variance. The ordinance specifically states…”a variance may be 
granted in whole or in part, or with conditions, in such individual case of unnecessary hardship 
upon a finding that”: 

 
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
property in question because of its size, shape or topography; 
 
Response: The property is a corner lot with the home angled to the intersection of 
Cobblestone Court and Fairfax Drive. The position of the home and the presences of trees in the 
rear yard significantly limit the location for a porch. 

 
Director Cook shared that Staff does support the variance, and the Applicant notified adjacent 
property owners of the variance request and intent for the property. The Applicant provided letters 
of no objection from adjacent properties and Fairfax HOA. 

 
Lisa Martin, Applicant for V-21-20 Martin / 905 Cobblestone Court Setback Variance, spoke on 
behalf of this item. 

• The application has been accurately represented. 
 
There were no public comments for this item. 

 
 Board Member Gordy offered a motion to approve the variance request from 35 feet to 

20 feet.  
o Board Member Harrison seconded the motion. 
o The motion was approved unanimously (6-0). 
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  B. V-21-21 Baxley Setback Variance 

Kathi Cook, Director of Community Development, presented consideration of a variance request 
to reduce a front setback for 7 single-family detached lots from 35’ to 25’. The subject property is 
located at 12780 and 12790 Hopewell Road in the Baxley subdivision.  The submitted request, if 
approved, would allow for a front setback reduction from 35’ to 25’ for six (6) single-family 
detached lots in a new subdivision. The subject property is located at 12780 and 12790 
Hopewell Road in the Baxley subdivision.  The property is zoned R-15 (Dwelling, ‘For-Sale’, 
Residential) and is approved for a seven (7) lot subdivision. 
 
A public hearing and variance were approved on the subject property on December 10, 2018 to 
allow a gated community and to allow a hammerhead turn around in lieu of a cul-de-sac. In 
addition, an administrative variance was approved in 2018 to reduce the front setback from 35’ 
to 28’, reduce side setbacks from 10’ to 8’, reduce an impervious setback from 75’ to 60’ and to 
reduce the rear setback on Lots 1-6 from 25’ to 20’. 
 
Director Cook shared that there are gabion basket retaining walls, and Staff made a 
recommendation for the gabion basket retaining walls to be planted.  This is not a part of the 
request, but was brought to Staff’s attention, and we want to make sure that it is addressed.   
 
Staff has reviewed the proposal and finds that the variance request is not in conflict with the 
established review criteria. There are exceptional conditions pertaining to the subject property 
with regard to its unusual shape and topography. Lots 1-5 have an average lot depth of 125’, 
which is shallow as compared to adjacent R-15 lots. The lots to the south have an average depth 
of 235’ to the south and lots to the west have an average depth of 210’. If approved, it is 
recommended that the gabion basket retaining walls be planted. 
 
Director Cook shared that there are five similar approved setback variances, and the most similar 
is at Twelve on Canton, which was to reduce R-10 front setback from 30’ to 25’ and side setback 
from 10’ to 5’ for a new subdivision. 
 
Director Cook stated that Staff specifically looked at the City of Alpharetta Unified Development 
Code Article IV, Section 4.5.3 outlines the criteria set forth for granting a hardship variance. The 
ordinance specifically states…”a variance may be granted in whole or in part, or with conditions, 
in such individual case of unnecessary hardship upon a finding that”: 

 
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
property in question because of its size, shape or topography; 

 
Response: There are exceptional conditions pertaining to the subject property with regard to 
its unusual shape and topography. Lots 1-5 have an average lot depth of 125’, which is shallow 
as compared to adjacent R-15 lots. The lots to the south have an average depth of 235’ to the 
south and lots to the west have an average depth of 210’. 
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The Applicant notified adjacent property owners of the variance request and intent for the 
property. According to the report, the applicant met with the adjacent property owner to the north 
and west, who stated he was in favor of the variance request. 
 
Director Cook stated that the recommendation is to approve V-21-21 Baxley Setback Variance 
and read Staff’s recommended conditions: 
1. Front setback shall be 25’, as depicted on the site plan prepared by B.C. Engineering, Inc, 

revised 7/14/21. 
2. Gabion basket retaining walls shall be planted with ivy or similar landscaping, as approved 

by Staff. 
 

Board of Zoning Appeals questions and discussion: 
• There was originally 7 homes and it was reduced to 6? 

o Director Cook stated that the Applicant may be able to answer that question, but 
she believes that he may have received a request for a larger home and that two 
lots were combined. 

 
Scott Reese, for Brumbelow, Reese, and Associates, presented on behalf of V-21-21 Baxley 
Setback Variance. 

• In 75 years of constructing homes, you either adapt to the times or you perish.  In the last 
2 years, the market has changed. 

• Originally, these were to be basement lots with a walkout in the rear.  There is about 18 
feet of elevation from the road to the north property line. 

• When we first started the subdivision to now, the request for homes has changed to  walk 
out on site dwellings (one level living). 

• Because of the size and shape of the original tract and the elevation change, the wall and 
grading has reduced the building envelope. To satisfy potential buyers, we need to keep 
the building envelope the same as it was originally. 

• We thought with a gated community and reducing the setback, there would be limited 
access in the neighborhood and it should not negatively affect the adjacent 
neighborhoods. 

• We do have a letter from the adjoining property owner, and he believes that this will 
enhance the final product. 

• The number of lots was reduced from 7 to 6 because of the grading and losing buildable 
area.   

 
Board of Zoning Appeals questions and discussions: 

• Are you fine with the conditions recommended by Staff? 
o The Applicant stated yes, and we think the planting on the wall will be an 

enhancement.  The picture shown of the currently installed gabion wall is by far the 
worst that it will ever look. The landscaping will have to match the price point of 
the home. 
 

 Vice-Chair Scott offered a motion to approve, subject to Staff’s conditions. 
o Board Member Gordy seconded the motion. 
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o The motion was approved (5-0-1; Chairman Gelber abstained from voting on this 
item). 

 

IX.  ADJOURNMENT  
 

Chairman Gelber adjourned the meeting at 5:46 p.m. 



BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS MEETING 
STAFF REPORT 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
SUBMITTED BY:  KATHI COOK 

DRAFTED BY:  MICHAEL WOODMAN 
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I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: E-21-01 ROSE/8605 BIRCH HOLLOW DRIVE BACKYARD CHICKENS 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:  OCTOBER 21, 2021 

II. RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve E-21-01 Rose/8605 Birch Hollow Drive Backyard Chickens, subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. Backyard chickens shall be permitted at 8605 Birch Hollow Drive subject to compliance with all 

related City regulations, except that the property is 0.73 acres. 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF: 
The applicant, Robin Rose, is requesting consideration of an exception to allow backyard chickens 
on a property with a single-family detached home that is less than one (1) acre. The applicant’s 
property is approximately 0.73 acres. In response to a complaint, Code Enforcement placed the 
property owner on notice that the property did not meet the minimum size to allow backyard 
chickens. The subject property is located at 8605 Birch Hollow Drive in the Birch Hollow subdivision. 

 

DISCUSSION 
 
The submitted request, if approved, would allow backyard chickens on a property with a single-
family detached home that is less than one (1) acre. The applicant’s property is approximately 
0.73 acres. In response to a complaint, Code Enforcement placed the property owner on notice 
that the property did not meet the minimum size to allow backyard chickens. The subject 
property is located at 8605 Birch Hollow Drive in the Birch Hollow subdivision. 
 
The 0.73-acre property is developed with a 2-story, 2,250 square foot single-family detached 
home and is zoned R-12 (Dwelling, ‘For-Sale’, Residential). Surrounding properties are also zoned 
R-12 and located in the Birch Hollow subdivision. 
 
City Council recently approved amendments to the backyard chicken regulations allowing for 
backyard chickens on minimum one (1) acre properties with a single-family detached dwelling. 
Previously, backyard chickens were allowed as an accessory use in the AG, RE (Residential 
Estate), R (Dwelling, ‘For-Sale’, Residential – Lot Min. 1 acre), R-22 (Dwelling, ‘For-Sale’, 
Residential – Lot Min. 22,000 square feet), and R-15 (Dwelling, ‘For-Sale’, Residential – Lot Min. 
15,000 square feet) zoning districts. Currently backyard chicken regulations limit the number of 
backyard chickens to no more than six (6), no roosters, minimum 25’ side and rear setbacks for 
associated structures and no chickens permitted within undisturbed buffers, wetlands or 
regulated floodplain. 
 
The applicant provided a copy of a lease agreement with the neighboring property at 8591 
Birch Hollow Drive granting the applicant rights to utilize a portion of that property 
(approximately 24,300 square feet). Based on the agreement, the applicant has a combined 
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lot area of 1.29 acres. There is stream running along the applicant’s rear property line; however, 
the backyard chickens are housed in an area directly behind the home and approximately 250’ 
away from the stream. In addition, the chicken coup and run are located approximately 29’ 
and 44’ away from the side property lines, which exceeds the minimum 25’ setback 
requirement. The applicant has six (6) hens and no roosters. 
 
VARIANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The City of Alpharetta Unified Development Code Article IV, Section 4.5.3 outlines the criteria 
set forth for granting a hardship variance. The ordinance specifically states…”a variance may 
be granted in whole or in part, or with conditions, in such individual case of unnecessary 
hardship upon a finding that”: 
 
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
property in question because of its size, shape or topography; or 
 
Response: The property has a long, narrow shape. The applicant has a lease agreement with 
the neighboring property, which brings the combined lot area to 1.29 acres. 
 
2. The application of the Ordinance to this particular piece of property would create an 
unnecessary hardship; or 
 
Response: Application of the ordinance would require the property owner to remove the 
backyard chickens. The applicant has a lease agreement with the neighboring property, which 
brings the combined lot area to 1.29 acres. 
 
3. There are conditions that are peculiar to the property which adversely affect its 
reasonable use or usability as currently zoned; or 
 
Response: The property has a long, narrow shape. The applicant has a lease agreement with 
the neighboring property, which brings the combined lot area to 1.29 acres. 
 
4. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the 
purpose and intent of the Ordinance. 
 
Response: The applicant’s proposal should not cause a substantial detriment to the public 
good. The applicant complies with all backyard chicken regulations, except for the minimum 
lot size. In addition, the applicant has a lease agreement with the neighboring property at 8591 
Birch Hollow Drive. The lease allows the applicant to utilize a portion of the adjacent property 
(approximately 24,300 square feet), which brings the combined lot area to 1.29 acres. 
 
CONCURRENCES 
 
City Staff has reviewed the applicant’s proposal and finds that the variance does not conflict 
with the established criteria. The applicant complies with all regulations associated with back 
yard chickens, except for the minimum lot size. The applicant has provided a copy of a lease 
agreement with the adjacent property allowing the applicant to utilize a portion of the adjacent 
property, which brings the combined lot area to 1.29 acres. 
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
The applicant notified adjacent and other property owners in the Birch Hollow subdivision 
regarding the request for exception and intent for the property. The subdivision does not have 
an HOA. The City has received over 30 emails in support of the applicant’s request. 

IV. ATTACHMENTS: 
• Site Plan 
• Photographs 
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From: Woodman, Michael
To: Taylor, Elicia
Subject: FW: Chickens in Alpharetta / 8605 Birch Hollow Dr - CAN YOU ATTEND at 6:30 Tomorrow Night?
Date: Thursday, March 4, 2021 8:38:21 AM

 
 

From: Rob Rose <usarose@icloud.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 03, 2021 8:59 PM
To: Riley Wells <rileypwells@gmail.com>
Cc: Woodman, Michael <mwoodman@alpharetta.ga.us>
Subject: Re: Chickens in Alpharetta / 8605 Birch Hollow Dr - CAN YOU ATTEND at 6:30 Tomorrow
Night?
 
Thank you Sarah and Reilly - thanks for you committing to attend and do understand that this is slap
in the middle of RAT Hour with all kids and a problem time too. I have cc Michael Woodman
(Alpharetta to share this correspondence) as I have agreed to do.
Thanks again for the support - see you there.
Regards
Rob and Sal

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 3, 2021, at 11:05 AM, Riley Wells wrote:

Will do.

Riley Wells

On Mar 3, 2021, at 10:17 AM, Rob Rose <usarose@icloud.com> wrote:

Hello all
I we received the following letter from Michael Woodman at City of
Alpharetta - Planning and Zoning. 
Please can we ask that you attend this meeting tomorrow night as a show
of support.
The meeting will have Covid precautions/temp testing and masks
requirement before entering the chambers and starts promptly at 6:30.
There are only 2 items on the agenda and we are first up at 6:30
Michael Woodman - who is supporting us wholeheartedly will present
first - stating the facts that all other cities have regulations with smaller lot
size (except Milton at 1.01 acres) allowing chickens anything from 1/4



acre for 4 in Marietta to up to 75 in Johns Creek.
We will then be asked to present our case/viewpoint and then the floor
(our friends and any other persons attending) are all asked for comment.
We want to keep this upbeat and not be seeing to be hostile/attack any
opposition to this submittal. 
 
At the meeting we are hoping for - “Recommend to Approve” from the
council.
There will be 2 future meeting where they will have to vote on March 22
to amend and April 5 to approve - we don’t have to even attend those -
arguments and presentations are tomorrow only.
If not successful we will have to push for the variance we originally
applied for.
 
Please come out and support us.
Address:
City of Alpharetta - Council Chambers
Community Development Department
2 Park Plaza
Alpharetta, Georgia 30009
 
Date: March 4th 2021
Time: 6:30 PM
 
Regards
Rob and Sal

 
 
 
Good morning Mr. Rose.
 
Please find attached the staff report for your item. Your participation in
the Planning Commission meeting this Thursday (3/4) is required. Please
let me know a good time for us to speak about the meeting procedures.
 
Best regards,
 
Michael A. Woodman, AICP
Senior Planner
 
City of Alpharetta
Community Development Department
2 Park Plaza
Alpharetta, Georgia 30009



(678) 297-6072
www.alpharetta.ga.us

CITY COUNCIL MEETING STAFF REPORT
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SUBMITTED BY:
KATHI COOK DRAFTED BY: MICHAEL WOODMAN
I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE: PH-21-05 UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE TEXT
AMENDMENTS – BACKYARD CHICKENS PLANNING COMMISSION: MARCH
4, 2021
CITY COUNCIL: MARCH 22, 2021
II. REPORT IN BRIEF:
The applicant, Rob Rose, is requesting consideration of a text amendment
to the Unified Development Code (UDC) to permit backyard chickens as
an accessory use in the R-12 zoning district and to allow backyard
chickens on minimum one-half (1/2) acre lots in the AG, RE, R, R-22, R-15
and R-12 zoning districts. Code Enforcement placed the applicant on
notice that the zoning and lot size of his property, located at 8605 Birch
Hollow Drive in the Birch Hollow Subdivision, does not comply with the
City’s backyard chicken regulations. The applicant’s property is zoned R-12
and is less than one (1) acre (0.73 acres). The City amended the UDC in
June 2020 to allow backyard chickens in the AG, RE, R, R- 22 and R-15
zoning districts on minimum one (1) acre lots. Staff researched other
jurisdictions in the area and found the following regulations pertaining to
backyard chickens:
 
<image.jpg>
 
 
Sent from my iPad

On Dec 29, 2020, at 11:31 PM, Rob Rose
<usarose@icloud.com> wrote:

Hello All
We hope you are all well and staying healthy.
Rob and Sal Rose here. Many of you may not even know that
we have six beautiful chickens. We have unfortunately been
turned into Alpharetta Code enforcement by...no name...
(lets just call her a “Karen” in the hood that saw them)
The problem is - We are .25 acre under the 1 acre / 6
chickens Alpharetta guidelines which when published were
not super clear and we now find now that we have been
turned in and we have until Jan 18 to comply with the









































Richard and Sarah Graves 

210 Birch Hollow Place 

Roswell, GA  30076 

 

December 31, 2020 

City of Alpharetta            

2 Park Plaza 

Alpharetta, GA  30009 

 

Re:  8605 Birch Hollow Drive 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

My husband and I reside at 210 Birch Hollow Place and are long time neighbors of Rob and 
Sally Rose. 

We do not object to Rob and Sally Rose owning six chickens and support their request for an 
Administrative Variance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sarah Graves 

 

      



 

City of Alpharetta, GA         12/29/2020 

Code Enforcement 

 

To whom it may concern: 

This letter is from Gary and Cindy Blackstad.  We live at 8561 Birch Hollow Drive, Roswell, GA 30076 (in 
the Alpharetta city limits).  We recently became aware of a reported violation of the Alpharetta 
‘chicken ordinance’ by the Rose family at 8605 Birch Hollow Drive, Roswell, GA 30076.  The purpose of 
the letter is to voice our support for our neighbors, Rob and Sally Rose, and ask that a variance to the 
ordinance be granted to the Roses, allowing the 6 chickens to remain. 

We watched the chicken coup as it was being built.  It was well designed and is well constructed.  And 
we often visit the chickens, especially when our grandchildren come over.  My grandson always says 
‘Grandma, can you call Mr. Rob and find out if we can come see the chickens’.  In all the times we 
have been at the coup, there has never been loud noises, except for squealing excited children trying 
to feed grass to the chickens or the laughing adult chaperones trying to do the same thing.  And we 
have never noticed odors.  There is nothing about the coup or the chickens that is offensive to any of 
our senses. 

For about half of the homes on this street, our properties back up to the creek.  And, over the years, 
while we have had to deal with the changes occurring to the creek (flooding), most of us treasure not 
only the privacy and solitude, but mostly, that little bit of nature these creek-side lots continue to 
offer.  Like the other creatures that roam or habitat the creek, the chickens fit into that little bit of 
nature behind the Rose’s house. 

Offensive and in violation?  No, quite the opposite.  It is our opinion that having the coup and chickens 
in our neighborhood only adds to the warm and friendly character of this neighborhood. 

Please review the Rose’s request and grant a variance. 

Thank you. 

Gary Blackstad 

 

Cindy Blackstad 

 

Gary & Cindy Blackstad 
8561 Birch Hollow Drive, Roswell, GA 30076 

 
 







From: Rob Rose
To: ; Woodman, Michael; Taylor, Elicia
Subject: Re: Rose Birch Hollow Backyard Chickens - additional supporting documentation.
Date: Sunday, February 21, 2021 1:59:58 AM

Peter and Georgina
No definitely not too late - We very much appreciate your note and it will be included with our
supporting documentation. Our first date is early March - 4th - we have to be there to have
R12 Zone included in the chicken ordinance code. Then on March 22 at 6:30  Alpharetta City
Hall Council Chambers at 2 Park Plaza Alpharetta - we have our variance hearing - to state
our view on the subject and ask for a vote to allow us a variance. We have a number of
arguments that hopefully each argument can hold up and can allow the girls to stay. We would
of course love the show of support to go along with our documentation when we state our
case. 

Hate it that 6 chickens have created such a fuss in this world falling in a heap around us - these
girls of ours have educated, entertained young and old alike, fed, provided nutrients for
vegetables and also provided Emotional support - for many people in our street - and let me
add never ever done anything wrong to anyone...

Best Regards
Rob and Sal Rose

Sent from my iPad

On Feb 21, 2021, at 12:15 AM, 
> wrote:

Hi Rob,

We hardly ever read this email address; hence we did not see your need for
neighbor support for those beautiful chickies.   

We sure hope you were allowed to keep them.   But if you can still use support,
let us know.   

Your neighbors from 8550 Birch Hollow Dr.   Peter and Georgina Latke

Again so sorry fir such a late response.  

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 29, 2020, at 11:31 PM, Rob Rose 
wrote:

Hello All





From: Rob Rose
To: Georgina Latka
Cc: Woodman, Michael; Taylor, Elicia
Subject: Re: Birch Hollow Drive - can you please help the Rose’s at 8605
Date: Monday, February 22, 2021 3:32:58 PM

Peter and Georgina
Thank you for this letter of support - I have cc the City of Alpharetta here as they have asked me to forward any
emails/correspondence in this regard to them.

We hope that you will be able to attend the hearing on 03/22/21 as detailed previously.
Regards
Rob and Sal Rose.

> On Feb 21, 2021, at 4:42 PM,  wrote:
>
> Dear City of Alpharetta Zoning Representatives,
>
> We would like to communicate our full support to allow the Rose’s to keep their chickens without restrictions.
>
> Their chickens are so quiet, if not for this permit process; we wouldn’t know they were there.  They are well kept
and in the private back yard of the Rose’s.
>
> Please grant them the ability to keep the chickens.  We are delighted to support maintaining the original character
of the Alpharetta area.
>
> We support the request for the Rose family to keep their chickens. 
>
> Peter and Georgina Latka
> 8550 Birch Hollow Dr
> Roswell, GA 30076
>
> Sent from my iPhone



From: Woodman, Michael
To: Taylor, Elicia
Subject: FW: Chickens are awesome!!
Date: Monday, March 22, 2021 8:53:47 AM

 
 
From: Ashleigh Foster 
Sent: Sunday, March 21, 2021 10:32 PM
To: Woodman, Michael <mwoodman@alpharetta ga us>
Cc: usarose@icloud com
Subject: Chickens are awesome!!
 
Dear Mr  Michael Woodman,
   I hope that this email finds you well, and in good health  I would like to ask on behalf of the Rose family to consider granting their request in regards to their chickens  Chickens are an
amazing animal to have and to own  There is no better way to go about life, and in this journey on this planet than to be able to have chickens  We have owned chickens since our oldest was
a baby, and he is now nineteen years old  We have seven children altogether, and I promise you that each one knows where their breakfast comes from  They also can tell you which ones are
hatching eggs, and which eggs are for eating  I honestly think each and every household should raise chickens  In keeping chickens children learn responsibility, kindness, compassion, and
where their food comes from  When you buy eggs from the grocery store they can literally be two months old! Did you know that? I'm not sure about you, but I do believe that fresh is best! I
will attach a picture along with this email showing you the difference between a grocery store egg, and a fresh egg  Chickens are an amazing creature  They do more than just lay eggs  They
can be used to turn the ground over for gardens, used as pest control, and when aged their poop makes wonderful fertilizer for gardens  Have a bad day at work? Come home, and plop down
and just watch your chickens be chickens  It is a wonderful way to reduce stress  Again, I ask that you please consider granting the request of the Rose family  If everyone could get back to the
basics of life just a little bit by owning a few chickens, I honestly think the world would be a better place  Thank you for your time, and I pray you have a wonderful week!
                                   Sincerely,
                                       Ashleigh Setser



Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android



From: Woodman, Michael
To: Taylor, Elicia
Subject: FW: PH-21-05 UDC /Backyard Chickens
Date: Monday, March 22, 2021 8:53:25 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Jen P <japiurkoski@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 21, 2021 11:52 PM
To: Woodman, Michael <mwoodman@alpharetta.ga.us>
Cc: usarose@icloud.com
Subject: PH-21-05 UDC /Backyard Chickens

Dear Mayor Gilvin, Council Members and Zoning Commissioners,

I am writing in support of approval for PH-21-05 UDC Text Amendment- Backyard Chickens. To be presented
Monday, April 5, 2021.

I have had the pleasure of keeping backyard pet chickens for over 20 years now, so I am not new to the hobby.

Backyard chickens have been a part of America throughout our history.  During WW1 it was patriotic and expected
that every family have a small flock to provide themselves with fresh eggs.  Today, backyard chickens provide many
benefits, not limited to emotional and mental/physical health benefits for their owners, educational opportunities for
children, producing our own food in the form of fresh eggs that are completely cruelty-free, minimizing household
waste because chickens eat leftovers that would otherwise go in the garbage, natural pesticide-free insect control,
and help in our gardens by providing natural and chemical-free fertilizer.

Backyard chickens have distinct personalities as much as any pet dog or cat.  There are dozens of breeds, and many
different colors of eggs to go along with those breeds.  Chickens can live 10+ years as pets, unlike the mass
produced grocery store chicken products we are accustom to that only are allowed to live about a year.  Owners take
huge pride in caring for their “girls” and spoiling them and loving them, and mourning them when they pass.
Teaching children where our food comes from (in the form of eggs) is invaluable, as is caring for these gentle,
entertaining and sweet backyard birds.

The arguments against changing city codes to keeping a flock of backyard chickens are as follows:
1) They are too loud- False- Female chickens (hens) are extremely quiet birds.  Most neighbors would never hear
hens, even living very close to them.  Likewise a dog barking at 3 feet is 70-100 db, a Lawnmower is 107 db, not to
mention all the other typical neighborhood noises we all live with.
2) They are smelly- False-  Like any pet, and backyard chickens are most definatly pets, they must be cared for. 
Chickens produce much less waste a day than even the family dog.  The smell misconception is due to huge
commercial poultry farms, never backyard coops. A backyard coop has no odor, in fact, chickens are very clean
animals.  They preen and dustbathe daily.  Waste is minimal.
3) They reduce property values - False- There is zero evidence to support this theory.  In fact, chickens increase
property values in that people take pride in their property and landscaping.  Chicken keepers spend large amounts of
money on beautiful coops and landscaping, thus increasing values.  Forbes listed the top 10 US housing markets that
were appreciating in value, and all 10 allowed backyard chickens!

In conclusion,  urban chicken keeping is a growing trend across America.   Especially with the past year of Covid
lockdowns, many families are getting back to their roots of gardening and self sustainability, including the keeping
of hens. Many large cities now allow the keeping of a small backyard flock, including Seattle, Portland, Miami,
Atlanta, St Louis, New York City, Raleigh, Cincinatti, Dallas, Savannah and many many more large and small
cities.  It is a trend in health, sustainability and personal happiness.

mailto:mwoodman@alpharetta.ga.us
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If you have any questions that I can assist in making a decision please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for
your time.

Jennie Piurkoski
158 Moss Rose Trail
White, GA 30184
Japiurkoski@gmail.com
239/898-2786



From: Woodman, Michael
To: Taylor, Elicia
Subject: FW: Support for Backyard Chickens
Date: Monday, March 22, 2021 8:53:19 AM

 
 

From: Erin Feichtner <scarletbegon@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, March 21, 2021 10:56 PM
To: Woodman, Michael <mwoodman@alpharetta.ga.us>
Cc: usarose@icloud.com
Subject: Support for Backyard Chickens
 
Good Evening,
 
I am writing in support of Backyard Chickens.  I don't know Mr. Rose but I've become aware of
his struggle to keep chickens on his property.   I'm a homeowner in unincorporated Cobb
County and was pleased when the county allowed backyard chickens, as I've been waiting a
long time.  I purchased my chickens as chicks last June and they've brought me so much joy. 
My neighbors are supportive of my chickens.  I share eggs with anyone who will take some:
neighbors, friends, coworkers.  Soon I will find a food pantry where I can donate eggs.  There
are many different kinds of chickens that lay many different colored eggs.  Some of my
chickens weigh only 4 or 5 pounds, that is the size of their breed.  I spend a lot of time in social
network groups about chicken keeping.  It is a hobby I really enjoy.  I spend at least an hour in
the backyard each evening spending time with the chickens and watching them roam around
my fenced yard.  (When I am not with the girls they are contained in a predator proof coop
and run.)  It is free entertainment and therapy.  This is really a great activity for families and
children, something to do and bond over that does not involve a screen or technology.  My
parents, sister, and her children recently came to visit from out of state.  We spent a good
amount of their visit in the backyard with the chickens.  Kids love to feed them treats!  I now
love my chickens as much as I love my dogs and cat.  A responsible pet owner will take good
care of their chickens.   
 
Before neighborhoods, these suburbs were covered by small family farms with chickens.  In
the past city dwellers used to have chickens; City of Atlanta still allows 25 chickens per
lot.  There is a movement of educated, well-read people that want to know where their food
comes from.  We want to garden and raise chickens for eggs without chemicals.  We want to
be gentle on the earth and not contribute to the suffering of battery hens in hen houses.  My
chickens are spoiled and happy.  They are my pets that feed me breakfast.  
 
When the Covid-19 "stay at home - slow the spread" started, grocery store shelves were bare. 
Those with chickens know that they will at least have eggs in an emergency.  I encourage you
to allow backyard chickens as you would allow a cat or a dog.  In Cobb County, the code allows

mailto:mwoodman@alpharetta.ga.us
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one chicken for 5000 square feet of land, and in my opinion that is not enough.  I encourage
you to look at allowing chickens on smaller lots.
 
I would be devastated at the loss of my chickens as I would over the loss of my cat or dogs. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter and your service to your community.  I've
researched backyard chickens for many years as I waited for them to be approved, so I'm
happy to answer any questions or dispel any misunderstanding regarding chickens.
 
Thank You,
Erin Feichtner
  



From: Woodman, Michael
To: Taylor, Elicia
Subject: FW: Rose Backyard Chickens
Date: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 3:07:04 PM

Did I send this one to you?
 

From: Robin Rose <usarose11@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, March 06, 2021 1:00 AM
To: Essy Gigi Brian Beatriz Goncalves <briantercius2@gmail.com>
Cc: Woodman, Michael <mwoodman@alpharetta.ga.us>
Subject: Re: Rose Backyard Chickens
 
Hello Brian and Giovanna Araujo
We really appreciate your letter - this will be added to the other letters of support we have received
- thank you very much indeed.
It's very much appreciated.
 
Michael Woodman
Please can you add this letter to our letters of support.
 
Best Regards 
Rob Rose

c:  678-361-3630
m:  usarose@icloud.com

8605 Birch Hollow Dr.
Roswell, GA 30076
 

On Mar 5, 2021, at 5:27 AM, briantercius2 <briantercius2@gmail.com> wrote:
 
We Brian and Giovanna Araujo, we live at 8571 Birch Hollow Dr, Roswell, GA, 30076,
we don't object to our neighbors Rob and Sally Rose to owning chickens.
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From: Woodman, Michael
To: Rob Rose
Cc: Taylor, Elicia
Subject: RE: 8605 Birch Hollow - Chicken Ordinance - another support letter from Rob Rose
Date: Thursday, January 7, 2021 3:15:27 PM

Thank you, Mr. Rose. We will add to your file.
 

From: Rob Rose <usarose@icloud.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2021 3:13 PM
To: Woodman, Michael <mwoodman@alpharetta.ga.us>
Subject: 8605 Birch Hollow - Chicken Ordinance - another support letter from Rob Rose
 
 

Sent from my iPad
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From: Woodman, Michael
To: Taylor, Elicia
Subject: FW: Community - Backyard Chickens Rose - Birch Hollow Dr.
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 9:56:10 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Rob Rose <usarose@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, April 05, 2021 9:09 AM
To: jessie blankenship <jessieb77@outlook.com>
Cc: Woodman, Michael <mwoodman@alpharetta.ga.us>
Subject: Re: Community - Backyard Chickens Rose - Birch Hollow Dr.

Jessie
Thank you so for this letter- it will be a great help to show support from not only our neighbors but from the
community too. We hope that you too will be able to come to the Mayors chambers at 6:30PM tonight. We are
hoping for a sea of friendly folk in support of our request to the Mayor and his administration. Please feel free to
stand up and voice your support when called for. We have a number of neighbors that will be speaking out for us -
we are very blessed to have been able to get support for our girls from our neighborhood friends.
Regards
Rob Rose
C.678 361 3630 

Sent from my iPad

> On Mar 31, 2021, at 5:17 AM, jessie blankenship <jessieb77@outlook.com> wrote:
>
> ﻿This is in regards to a post given on a community chicken site through social media. I’m a member of the chicken
club where I saw, commented and am now acting on the request. I’m from Alpharetta originally which is why it
caught my eye. Here’s what I replied.........
>
> This is a great way for community to show up! America must come together. I’ll pray for you and for all of the
folks that would love animals and the government tells them they can’t. We own 10 acres in hickory flat and have
ponies, goats, cows, chickens, Guineas, dogs and cats. Our children prosper from this life we live. Our mental state
is better with animals and gardens. We enjoy our hard working days. We see the struggles of death and the joys of
birth. Our children all know how to milk and have out of necessity for the babies life or the mother’s health. Our
grandchildren absolutely adore coming over and they frequently can just pull a carrot out of the ground or a fig off
of the bush. My children’s friends ask to bottle feed our goats when needed or collect eggs and even ask to take
them home to explain to their families and eat them. Humans were given this land and all its inhabitants by our
Creator! We live in a free country. Again, I’ll pray for you and I’ll support you in any way possible. 
>
> I was trying to keep it short, sweet and to the point. Please dig deep and consider this citizens request to keep his
chickens. Good citizens are becoming harder and harder to find these days.
>
> Thanks and God bless
> Jessie Blankenship (Cherokee county)
>
> Sent from my iPhone
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From: Woodman, Michael
To: Taylor, Elicia
Subject: FW: Support of change to chicken ordinance
Date: Monday, March 22, 2021 11:16:23 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Ulrike Ingram 
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 11:13 AM
To: City Council and Mayor ; ; Woodman, Michael

Subject: Support of change to chicken ordinance

Dear mayor and city council members -

I would like to express my full support of the change to the chicken ordinance to allow chickens on half an acre
rather than just 1+ acre. We are fortunate to own a property slightly over an acre and no HOA.
Therefore we were able to start our flock after the initial ordinance in summer 2020, and we have loved every
minute of it. Looking at the Roswell ordinance, and knowing several chicken owners in Roswell, I believe that
allowing chickens on half an acre would be a good change.
Please let me know if you would like further information from me, or a picture of my chickens or eggs. I am also
happy to speak at the April 5th city council meeting in favor of the change.

Thanks.

Uli Ingram
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Letters of Support 
Rose Backyard Chickens 

 
1. William Dyon, 8551 Birch Hollow Drive 
2. Riley Wells 
3. Vanessa Dyon, 8551 Birch Hollow Drive 
4. Mike Broadway, 8591 Birch Hollow Drive 
5. Alicia Stromquist, 8610 Birch Hollow Drive 
6. Greg & Annelyss Maguire, 8500 Birch Hollow Drive 
7. Kyle & Saul Waltzman, 215 Birch Hollow Place 
8. William (Bill) Maxwell, 220 Birch Hollow Place 
9. Susan & Joe Toscano, 8581 Birch Hollow Drive 
10. Brittany Norman, 8541 Birch Hollow Drive 
11. Nara & Anuradha Acharya, 8590 Birch Hollow Drive 
12. Garrett & Jessica Fadden, 8570 Birch Hollow Drive 
13. Mark Barnett, 11920 Harris Road 
14. Debbie Broadway, 8591 Birch Hollow Drive 
15. Hilary Vore, 8560 Birch Hollow Drive 
16. Barbara Howell, 225 Birch Hollow Place 
17. Sarah J. Wells, 8635 Birch Hollow Drive 
18. Mary & Chuck Naylor, 200 Birch Hollow Place 
19. Steve Howell, 225 Birch Hollow Place 
20. Seth Gamba, 205 Birch Hollow Place 
21. Daniel Gamba, 205 Birch Hollow Place 
22. Richard & Sarah Graves, 210 Birch Hollow Place 
23. Gary & Cindy Blackstad, 8561Birch Hollow Drive 
24. Mark & Dana Henning, 765 Birch Ridge Drive 
25. Gary & Mary Becker, 8540 Birch Hollow Drive 
26. Peter & Georgina Latke, 8550 Birch Hollow Drive 
27. Ashleigh Setser 
28. Jennie Piurkoski, 158 Moss Rose Trail, White, GA 30184 
29. Erin Feichtner, Cobb County Resident 
30. Brian & Giovanna Araujo, 8571 Birch Hollow Drive 
31. Brittany White, 8600 Birch Hollow Drive 
32. Uli Ingram 
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