
CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION MEETING
JANUARY 24, 2023

ALPHARETTA CITY HALL

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

2 PARK PLAZA

6:00 PM

I.  CALL TO ORDER  
 

II.  ROLL CALL  
 

III.  PLEDGE TO THE FLAG  
 

IV.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES  
 

  a. Approval of Cultural Arts Commission Minutes from November 29, 2022 
Approval of the Cultural Arts Commission meeting minutes, as written, from November 29, 2022, at 
6:00p.m. as part of the Consent Agenda.  

 

V.  OLD BUSINESS  
 

  a. Empire Communities - "Pinecone" Public Art Sculpture Application Approval 
Consideration and approval of the design of a public art structure to be installed at the Pinecone 
Community by Empire Communities.  

 

VI.  NEW BUSINESS  
 

  a. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair  
 

  b. TPA Group - Lakeview Park "Cube" Public Art Sculpture Application Approval 
Consideration and approval of the design of a public art structure to be installed by the TPA Group at 
Haynes Bridge Road corner of the Lakeview Park Development. 

 

  c. TPA Group - Lakeview Park Mural Artist Application Approval 
Consideration and approval of a mural to be installed by the TPA Group at the Lakeview Park 
Development.  

 

VII.  STAFF PRESENTATIONS & WORKSHOP DISCUSSION  
 

  a. DIVISION  
 

    
 

Cultural Services Division Monthly Report - January 2023  
 

  b. DIRECTOR  
 

    
 

2022 Recreation, Parks & Cultural Services Department Year in Review  
 

VIII.  CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSIONER REPORTS  
 

IX.  PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

X.  ADJOURNMENT  
 

 



CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION MEETING 
STAFF REPORT 

 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: RECREATION, PARKS & CULTURAL SERVICES 

SUBMITTED BY: AMBER O’DWYER, ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE COORDINATOR  
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                                           Maintenance Plan for Eco-District Art Monument  

Description 

The referenced Eco-District Art monument will consist of a gabion basket wall design that will be filled 

with river rock as shown in the renderings. The “Eco-District” sign will be constructed of Corten steel 

with the eco-district nomenclature plasma cut out of the steel. The gabion basket will have creeping fig 

vines planted so as to slowly grow over one edge of the sign creating the effect shown in the rendering. 

Lastly, 4 large handcrafted Corten Steel Pinecones, created by Hartcrafters Metal Art, will be secured in 

place as shown in the rendering as homage to the Empire Pinecone Community that the work will sit on. 

As shown in the renderings, the corner and area around the sign will be landscaped and maintained by the 

community HOA.  

Corteen Steel was chosen for the sign material and pinecones specifically, as if left unkept, will rust to the 

desired levels shown in the renderings.  

Creeping Fig was chosen as the vine for the sign as it grows very slowly over walls and is easy to 

maintain but will result in the look shown in the rendering.  

Maintenance  

The exhibit as whole, including the landscaping, will be maintained by the community HOA, Pinecone 

HOA, Inc.  

Hartcrafters Metal Art  

Hartcrafters Metal Art is a custom metal art fabrication shop in the small town of Lincolnton, North 

Carolina owned by local craftsman and artist, Jason Hartness. Hartness has mastered the art of metal 

creations specializing in and depicting nature and wildlife scenes along with unique custom designs for 

any application.  

North Point Eco-District 

The North Point Eco-District was adapted as part of the greater North Point Overlay district in 2008. The 

Eco-District offering a new type of community experience focusing on sustainable building materials, 

landscaping, and creating new greenspace. Architectural themes can be described as “eclectic industrial” 

and “earth tones, off whites, greys, and neutrals.” Resulting from the rezoning of the property, Empire 

was given the condition to create a civic space featuring a decorative hardscape, landscape, and North 

Point Eco-District Monument Concept.  Empire believes the design, landscaping, and placemaking of the 

sign reflects these themes while adding the personal touch of the custom pinecones. The location is at the 

entrance of the eco-district. 
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Public Art Review        Date:11_14_2022 
 
Public Art Piece:  Sculpture and Eco District Sign / Condition for  

   Pinecone Community at Intersection of Hembree Road & Westside Parkway 
Review Committee:  Arts Alpharetta -Nancy Murphy & Shelton Cochran  
City of Alpharetta Staff: Kim Manning, Cultural Services Manager 
Applicant(s):  Peter Ewing <PEwing@empirecommunities.com>; Saba Loghman 
sloghman@empirecommunities.com 
 

Criteria & Discussion: 
1- Pinecone Community will have approximately 50 Townhomes  
2- Public Art is handmade and original not a reproduction: YES 

a. Sculpture created is original in design and created by Hartcrafters Custom 
Metal Art at www.hartcrafters.com/large-metal-art.com  

i. Small shop that produces original metal art pieces.  
ii. Include contract or project summary from artist. 

3- Overall quality & construction of the piece is of high standards: YES 
a. Scale in visual is not clear. Edit rendering to the scale of pinecones, wall, 

etc. is accurate and understandable.  
i. Give actual height of each pinecone.  
ii. Recommend 3 larger sized pinecones verses 4. Odd numbers force 

your eyes to move around the area which create are more visual 
interest.  

iii. Add an outline or image of human for scale of sculptures and wall.  
iv. Add an additional visual by taking a photo of the actual site and 

dropping wall and pinecones into the image. Submit this with 
rendering so you will have two visuals.  

v. Pinecones are attached to a concrete pad 
4- Strength and power of the piece is good to above average: YES 
5- Public Art will add to the overall location: YES 

a. Tell the story of why you chose “pinecones” as the theme – “Saw them 
everywhere on the ground at the site” – show photo if you have one of 
pine trees and cones on the site. 

b. Is there lighting so they can be seen at night? NO 
6- Any concerns about the messaging that could be misinterpreted: NO 

a. How large is the text / sign “Eco District” – 10” 
i. Review Committee Is this too small to be seen from the street? 

Were you given any size requirements for design? 
1. Empire Communities – Sign is 10’ in height. We want it to 

be small. We were not given any design or size 
requirements. Only that we had to have an Eco District 
sign. 

 
 

 

mailto:sloghman@empirecommunities.com
http://www.hartcrafters.com/large-metal-art.com
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7- Scale of the piece fits the location: NO, 
a. Review Committee recommends making one pinecone larger than the 

height of the wall. At time of review, pinecone and wall were both 4 ft.  
Make pinecone left of sign larger.  

8- Piece meets consensus of community standards: YES 
9- Additional Comments: 

a. Project is well planned, and applicant answered and responded to 
questions and suggestions positively.  

b. Revise the Maintenance Plan: 
i. State that the maintenance plan will be added to the HOA 

Declaration of Covenants and includes the gabion basket wall and 
pinecones, and surrounding landscaping.  

ii. Add a statement from the artists that describes how to install the 
pinecone to the concrete pad, type of metal, how to clean the 
metal, what to expect as the metal oxidizes, and so on. Artist 
should be precise so that the Pinecone Community HOA can 
follow the maintenance plan without reaching out to the artists.  

 
 

Public Art Committee Recommendation:  
1- Public Art Application Approved with Minor Modifications as listed in the above 

review Criteria & Discussion; No Further Review Required.  

2- Public Art Review Committee recommends:  
1- While we are doing this public review, this is not for art’s sake or for 

the sake of public art review. This piece is an extension of signage and 
branding for the Eco District / Pinecone Community.   

2- Our recommendation is for Community Development / Design & 
Review Board to revisit sign limitations for allowing for extended 
branding to be in more alignment with current trends. 

3- Moving forward, the Review Committee would like to request another 
definition and evaluating criteria for reviews that brand a community 
or district or enhance a sign.  

i. Empire Communities / Pinecone Community represents an 
extension of a sign / branding. They are not exactly standalone 
sculptures but instead fit a category of enriching the 
environment through artistic “branding” with enhancement 
features to signs. To create a standalone sculpture, we 
recommend, moving he pinecones further away from the Eco 
District sign and/or creating a scale for the pinecones that 
make the sign a secondary visual aspect with the pines being 
the first visual image your eye catches.   

ii. These types of Public Art Applications need artistic direction but 
are not considered by the Public Art Committee to be fine art or 
sculptures.  
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iii. Public Art Committee recommends that we do not use the term 
“monuments” to describe sculptures or sign enrichments / 
features. In today’s culture, monuments are being removed in 
many communities.  

 
Next Steps: 

1- Applicant may revise application & documents as recommended and submit to 
staff for upcoming Cultural Arts Commission Agenda: 
kzmanning@alpharetta.ga.us  

2- Applicants confirm presentation date and time with staff according to scheduled 
Cultural Arts Commission - Public Meeting: 
https://www.alpharetta.ga.us/government/meeting-manager-portal  

 
 
 
 

mailto:kzmanning@alpharetta.ga.us
https://www.alpharetta.ga.us/government/meeting-manager-portal
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2021 Public Art Application  

 
Applicant Name: _________________________________________________________________ 
*Application Contact plans and/or funds the proposed public art.  
Contact Role (Choose One):  ____Developer  ____Artist  ____Community Group  ____Other 
Phone Number: __________________________ Email:___________________________________ 
 
Public Art (Choose One): ___Mural ___Sculpture ___Memorial ___Community Art  

         ___Integrated Architectural ___Landscape Architectural Work 
Images (3) Three Enclosed: ___ YES   ___NO *Applicant must submit three (3) images with different 
vantage points for proposed public art piece. One (1) image of the (3) must reference the scale/size of the piece 
(Example- have a person in the photo with the art work). Artist renderings are acceptable.   
Artist Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
Artist Contact (Website/ Email/Phone/Resume):_________________________________________ 
 
Maintenance Plan Enclosed: ___ YES   ___NO 
*Maintenance plan for the proposed public art is required with application. Plan must include a description of all 
materials; how the piece was created; paint colors specifications; and so on as it applies to the piece.  

 
Proposed Public Art Location Address: _________________________________________________ 
Location Photos Enclosed: ___ YES   ___NO 
*Photos of proposed public art location is required with application. Location photos must show the surrounding 
area and different vantage points. List in a separate word document any businesses, residents, etc. that might 
view the proposed public art on a daily basis.  
Describe the surroundings and how it fits the proposed location:  _________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Owner of Property: __________________________________________________________________ 
*Attach a Letter of Permission from the Property Owner to Install the Public Art Piece and length of agreement.  

 
Name of Conclusive Owner of Proposed Public Art: ______________________________________  
*Final owner and responsible party for long term maintenance of the piece.  
Phone Number:__________________________ Email:_____________________________________ 
 
Applicant Signature:________________________________________ Date:____________________ 
*I hereby certify that the above and attachments are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  
 
Email application and following as separate attachments to Kim Zane, Cultural Services 
Manager kzane@alpharetta.ga.us.  
___Public Art Application (Page 1 Completed)   
___(3) Images of Proposed Public Art  
___Maintenance Plan  
___Location Photos of Proposed Public Art 
___Letter of Permission from Property Owner to Install Public Art Piece 
*All above requirements must be completed for a Public Art Committee Review to be scheduled.   

mailto:kzane@alpharetta.ga.us
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PAGE (2) STAFF TO COMPLETE 
 
Public Art Review Committee Criteria & Discussion: 
*Below is for Public Art Committee only and will be completed during your proposed public art review. Please 
read through and be prepared to discuss during the review.  

                        YES     NO 
 
1.   Public Art is handmade and original; not a reproduction  _______ _______ 
 
2.   Overall quality & construction of the piece is of high standards  _______ _______ 
 
3.   Strength and power of public art piece is good to above average _______ _______ 
 
4.   Public Art will add to the overall location     _______ _______ 
 
5. Any concerns about messaging that could be misinterpreted    _______ _______ 

 
6. Scale of the piece fits the location      _______ _______ 

 
7. Piece meets consensus of community standards    _______ _______ 

 
Additional Comments:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Public Art Review Committee Recommendations: 
_____ Approved as Proposed  
*Route to Alpharetta Cultural Arts Commission for final approval. Meetings occur on the fourth 
Wednesdays of the month so please plan appropriately.  
_____ Approved with Minor Modifications / No Further Review Required  
*Applicant & Review Committee agree to modifications. Route to Cultural Arts Commission for final 
approval.  
_____ Approved with Modifications / Further Review Committee Discussion Required 
*Applicant works on modifications. A second Public Art Committee review will be scheduled when 
modifications are submitted to Cultural Services Manager.  
_____ Declined / Request for New Proposal / Further Discussion Optional 
*Applicant revises approach with Public Art Review Committee recommendations and resubmits 
application with a new proposed public art piece.  
 

 
Alpharetta Cultural Arts Commission Final Monthly Review:   
 
Added to Agenda: ______________ Commission Review Date:__________________________ 
*Final reviews takes place on the fourth Wednesdays of the month with agendas on the third 
Wednesday, so please plan appropriately. Once approved, activation of public art piece may begin.  
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PRIMARY ID

ESTABLISHED COPY

ESTABLISHED COPY

Proposed Site Location For Sculpture
scale: nts

lets discuss the setback here...
remove the wall behind the object keep all 
trees. Build up a dome of landacape with 
mondo grass ground cover. 
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Direct connect sunken bolts to 
hold the cap to the curved 
foundation (tbd). Must be a 
consistant clean appearance.

Note: a preferred option would
be totally concealed attachment.
Consider the caps would interlock
to each other eliminating the need
for exposed bolts.

Circular steel band painted or corten, tbd.
Mondo grass stops at this steel ring, 45’-10” dia.

Primary ID letters sitting on edge of circular cap.
Internally lit, 18” high, 6” deep, trimless face 
lit channel letters. Stainless steel sides.

Light band Sculpture

Cap is 38’ outside dia.
and 2’-2” wide 

A.

Plan
scale: nts

Typical Cap Section (qty. 18)
scale: nts

greenery

greenery
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Overhead View 1
scale: nts
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Overhead View 2
scale: nts
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6”

Light band Sculpture

Primary ID Letters

38’ dia. cap

Painted concrete
circular foundation
Mondo type grass
on mounded turf

Steel band

Grade as
req’d.

Grade as
req’d.

Front Elev.
scale: nts
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LED Light band truf tbd

Means for anchoring sculpture to
ground to remianed concealed 
by field of greenery. Sculpture to
appear floating just above grade.

Established copy to be recessed
into cap edges, tbd. Established
copy to be on two sides directly
opposite of each other and 90
degrees from Primary ID letters.

Primary ID Letters

Right Side Elev.
scale: nts
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6”

8”

1’-2”

2’-2”

3’-6” approx.

1’-3” 8”

Mondo type grass 10”-12” high max.

Direct connect sunken bolts to hold
the cap to the curved foundation (tbd). 
Must be a consistant clean appearance.

Cap (38’ dia.) to be made up of 18 butt 
sections secured to a concrtet foundation.
Cap to appear to be floating above field
of greenery (Mondo grass or other).
Cap to be Indiana Limestone.

Weep holes as req’d.

Curved foundation and footing

Letters to sit on edge 
of cap, positioned
forward

Circular steel band painted or corten, tbd.
Mondo grass stops at this steel ring perimeter.
45’-10” dia. Band to have weep holes as needed.

Earth mound within circular
enclosure. Green repesents
a Mondo type grass to provide
a consistant field under the 
sculpture.

Section - A
scale: nts

Section thru Curved Foundation
scale: nts

Section @ Letters
scale: nts
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General Sculpture Makeup

Typical Trough

scale: nts

scale: nts

Leg structure to be a ‘H’ form that is
13”x13”x 1 3/4” thk.

Light box

Yellow bands represent acrylic LED light boxes
that sit in each of the 48 troughs of the structure.
Boxes will be able to change colors. Boxes
will be approx. 6’ long, 6” wide, 6” deep. tbd. 

TYPICAL
TROUGH 

Elec./Data 
raceway

Option 1 Option 2

Light box

Elec./Data 
raceway



 
                    
 
 
 
 

 
Cube Sculpture – Steel Painted 

Sign Maintenance 
 
 
We recommend that the sculpture is cleaned a minimum of (1) time a year.  This 
will prevent any dirt build up, which can lead to damage of the clearcoat.   
 
Recommended Cleaning Procedure: 

1. Rinse with water at LOW PRESSURE.  Pressure washing at a high pressure 
can lead to failure of the clearcoat. 

2. Lightly wash with mild soap like “Dawn” or  “Simple Green” diluted with 
water (10/1) using a micro-fiber pad, or soft rag.  

3. Rinse with water again at LOW PRESSURE 
4. Air Dry 

 
Things to Avoid: 

1. HIGH PRESSURE water -  
2. Stiff brushes or any rags 
3. Abrasive pads or cleaners 
4. Chemicals or solvents 

All of these can lead to failure of the clearcoat, and void any warranty.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Graffiti- Please Contact OPTION SIGNS for products and instructions.  
 
 
 
 
 

09-15-21 

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
 
Public Art Review 01_09_23 
 
Review Committee:  Arts Alpharetta Review Committee - Nancy Murphy, Shelton Cochran, Ben 
Hollingsworth, and Mike Buchanan 
 
Applicant In Attendance:  Bennett Snyder, TPA Group bsnyder@tpa-grp.com 
 
Public Art Piece:  Application for Lakeview Park Cube Sculpture at 2101 Lakeview Parkway, 
Alpharetta, GA 30009 

 
Comments, Criteria & Discussion: 
1- Cube is steel and powder coated with matt finish. 
2- How is it secured to the ground? Reference page 9 for cross section of the earth mound with 

concrete foundation and eighteen sunken bolts.  
3- Cube sits high due to landscaping burn and groundcover.  
4- Ground level view shows intersecting cubes; Aerial view appears as Star of David. Was this 

intentional? No, it’s how the cubes crossed from the air.  
5- Lighter sections on the cube rendering are RGB capable so the colors can change seasonally or 

for holidays. It will be powered from the building.  
6- Maintenance plan will be carried out by the master association and will be cleaned yearly.  
7- Cube piece helps tie all the other works on the property together.  
8- Lakeview sign in front of cube, is it attached to the wall surrounding the Cube Sculpture? Yes. 

Committee gave caution as skateboarders may find this location and skate around the wall and 
into the Lakeview sign (letters).  

9- Public Art is handmade and original – Yes 
10- Overall quality and construction of piece is of high standards – Yes 
11- Strength and power of public art piece is good to above average – Yes 
12- Public Art will add ot eh overall location – Yes 
13- Any concerns about eh messaging that could be misunderstood – No, the aerial is not a 

concern as the sculpture will be viewed from the ground level.  
14- Piece meeting consensus of community standards – Yes 
15- Presenting each public art piece on Lakeview for review, but also showing them 

together. Map showing with corresponding numbers for each sculpture.  
16- Design by Jan Lorenc jan@lorencdesign.com; sculpture built by Oakhurst Signs and Graphics.  
17- Maintenance Plan enclosed from Oakhurst Signs and Graphics.  

 
Public Art Review Committee Recommendation: Committee recommended caution with the 
Lakeview sign up against the wall.  Cube Sculpture is approved as proposed.  

 
 

mailto:bsnyder@tpa-grp.com
mailto:jan@lorencdesign.com
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2021 Public Art Application  

 
Applicant Name: _________________________________________________________________ 
*Application Contact plans and/or funds the proposed public art.  
Contact Role (Choose One):  ____Developer  ____Artist  ____Community Group  ____Other 
Phone Number: __________________________ Email:___________________________________ 
 
Public Art (Choose One): ___Mural ___Sculpture ___Memorial ___Community Art  

         ___Integrated Architectural ___Landscape Architectural Work 
Images (3) Three Enclosed: ___ YES   ___NO *Applicant must submit three (3) images with different 
vantage points for proposed public art piece. One (1) image of the (3) must reference the scale/size of the piece 
(Example- have a person in the photo with the art work). Artist renderings are acceptable.   
Artist Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
Artist Contact (Website/ Email/Phone/Resume):_________________________________________ 
 
Maintenance Plan Enclosed: ___ YES   ___NO 
*Maintenance plan for the proposed public art is required with application. Plan must include a description of all 
materials; how the piece was created; paint colors specifications; and so on as it applies to the piece.  

 
Proposed Public Art Location Address: _________________________________________________ 
Location Photos Enclosed: ___ YES   ___NO 
*Photos of proposed public art location is required with application. Location photos must show the surrounding 
area and different vantage points. List in a separate word document any businesses, residents, etc. that might 
view the proposed public art on a daily basis.  
Describe the surroundings and how it fits the proposed location:  _________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Owner of Property: __________________________________________________________________ 
*Attach a Letter of Permission from the Property Owner to Install the Public Art Piece and length of agreement.  

 
Name of Conclusive Owner of Proposed Public Art: ______________________________________  
*Final owner and responsible party for long term maintenance of the piece.  
Phone Number:__________________________ Email:_____________________________________ 
 
Applicant Signature:________________________________________ Date:____________________ 
*I hereby certify that the above and attachments are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  
 
Email application and following as separate attachments to Kim Zane, Cultural Services 
Manager kzane@alpharetta.ga.us.  
___Public Art Application (Page 1 Completed)   
___(3) Images of Proposed Public Art  
___Maintenance Plan  
___Location Photos of Proposed Public Art 
___Letter of Permission from Property Owner to Install Public Art Piece 
*All above requirements must be completed for a Public Art Committee Review to be scheduled.   

LWV TPA GA 400, LLC

X
205-306-5924 bsnyder@tpa-grp.com

X

X

Thomas Turner
www.thomasturnerart.com

X

2101 Lakeview Parkway, Alpharetta, GA 30009
X

Mural piece at Central Green area.

LWV TPA GA 400, LLC

LWV TPA GA 400, LLC

205-306-5924

12.21.22

Piece inspired by nature (see Thomas Turner portfolio) and is a retreat from future/industrial pieces throughout balance of development.

bsnyder@tpa-grp.com

Finished mural will receive protective clear coating
for UV, sun, and weather damage

mailto:kzane@alpharetta.ga.us


 

 

PAGE (2) STAFF TO COMPLETE 
 
Public Art Review Committee Criteria & Discussion: 
*Below is for Public Art Committee only and will be completed during your proposed public art review. Please 
read through and be prepared to discuss during the review.  

                        YES     NO 
 
1.   Public Art is handmade and original; not a reproduction  _______ _______ 
 
2.   Overall quality & construction of the piece is of high standards  _______ _______ 
 
3.   Strength and power of public art piece is good to above average _______ _______ 
 
4.   Public Art will add to the overall location     _______ _______ 
 
5. Any concerns about messaging that could be misinterpreted    _______ _______ 

 
6. Scale of the piece fits the location      _______ _______ 

 
7. Piece meets consensus of community standards    _______ _______ 

 
Additional Comments:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Public Art Review Committee Recommendations: 
_____ Approved as Proposed  
*Route to Alpharetta Cultural Arts Commission for final approval. Meetings occur on the fourth 
Wednesdays of the month so please plan appropriately.  
_____ Approved with Minor Modifications / No Further Review Required  
*Applicant & Review Committee agree to modifications. Route to Cultural Arts Commission for final 
approval.  
_____ Approved with Modifications / Further Review Committee Discussion Required 
*Applicant works on modifications. A second Public Art Committee review will be scheduled when 
modifications are submitted to Cultural Services Manager.  
_____ Declined / Request for New Proposal / Further Discussion Optional 
*Applicant revises approach with Public Art Review Committee recommendations and resubmits 
application with a new proposed public art piece.  
 

 
Alpharetta Cultural Arts Commission Final Monthly Review:   
 
Added to Agenda: ______________ Commission Review Date:__________________________ 
*Final reviews takes place on the fourth Wednesdays of the month with agendas on the third 
Wednesday, so please plan appropriately. Once approved, activation of public art piece may begin.  



Building Complete

Entry Wall Complete

Entry Wall 
Under Construction

Sculpture
In FabricationSculpture

In Fabrication

Sculpture
In Fabrication

New - For Approval
70' Mural Wall

Future

1

2
3

4

5

6

New - For Approval



Thomas brings over a decade of experience to the world of 

artistic expression as a specialist in murals and illustration. 

His collection of curated murals is enjoyed across the 

cityscape of Atlanta where he currently resides, and 

throughout the U.S. and internationally in Europe. Thomas’s 

paintings can be found in a handful of notable galleries in 

the United States. This includes ABV Gallery & Agency in 

Atlanta, GA, where he credits the launch of his professional 

career as an artist.

Thomas welcomes you to embrace his fantastical universe to see the world through his surrealist 

lens rooted in a newfound evolution and desire to master and further elevate his craft. Thomas’s 

deep love and connection to early outdoor experiences with animals and the natural environment 

are at the heart of his love of the arts. He is most inspired by the natural world and concepts, the 

challenge of reimagining the art of the possible, and illuminating surrealist alternate universes and 

the connectedness of nature, animals, and our lived experiences.

Thomas is committed to producing original artwork that bewilders and sparks curiosity - and 

more importantly, impacts positive change while challenging viewers’ perceptions of what is and 

what could be. Today, audiences worldwide can appreciate a metamorphosis of Thomas’s classic 

creations and his outlook on the subversive, mind-altering elements and life forms that he 

imagines.

Thomas is a lifelong advocate and lover of the natural world and elements of the wild. While he 

was born and raised in southern California, Thomas primarily grew up in the city in the forest of 

Georgia after he and his family moved eastbound to Atlanta. As early as he can recall, Thomas 

found a sense of peace and solitude - a form of escape from reality - in his outdoor surroundings. 

Thomas continues to cultivate an impassioned sense of appreciation and connection to mother 

nature and her animals which continue to influence his work today.

770-402-4148 |  tt@thomasturnerart.com | www.thomasturner.com  | @thomasturner_tt

mailto:tt@thomasturnerart.com
https://www.instagram.com/thomasturner_tt/


770-402-4148 |  tt@thomasturnerart.com | www.thomasturner.com  | @thomasturner_ttwww.thomasturnerart.com

mailto:tt@thomasturnerart.com
https://www.instagram.com/thomasturner_tt/


 

 

 
Public Art Review 01_09_23 
 
Review Committee:  Arts Alpharetta Review Committee - Nancy Murphy, Shelton Cochran, Ben 
Hollingsworth, and Mike Buchanan 
 
Applicant In Attendance:  Bennett Snyder, TPA Group bsnyder@tpa-grp.com 
 
Public Art Piece:  Application to select an artist to paint the mural at Lakeview Park (2101 Lakeview 
Parkway, Alpharetta, GA 30009). 

 
Comments, & Discussion: 
1- The applicant is requesting approval to contract with an artist they have selected for a mural. 

This is not approval for the artwork but for the style of art. They will return to the Public Art 
Review Committee and Cultural Arts Commission for final artwork approval.  

2- Mural location faces inward towards the property and to the green open space. 
3- Mural wall is 7’ height x 70’ wide.  
4- Lakeview and mural location are within the Alpharetta - Eco District, so they want to use an 

artist to depict a nature / animal scene.  
5- Applicant would like to contract Artist Thomas Turner / www.thomasturner.com 

a. Review enclosed artist biography & work.  
6- Review Committee Comments 

a. Nature and animal subjects would work well for the space.   
b. Style of the artist is impressive and would be appealing to many.  
c. Examples of the artist works are unique. Alpharetta would have an original public art 

piece in the Eco District.  
d. Prefer the hummingbird mural example. Not sure the flower is correct for a 

hummingbird so would like the artist to double check accuracy.  
e. Will residents of Lakeview be opposed to the mural style or subject? The mural will be 

painted before any residential homes are sold.  
f. How will you approach the subject matter with artist for the mural in Alpharetta?  

i. We met with the artist at mural location, and he will give recommendations that 
will fit the size of the wall.  

ii. Artist prefers to be inspired and decide the subject of the mural but will give a 
black and white rendering to the applicant for approval before painting.  

iii. Applicant will present to the Public Art Review Committee and/or Cultural Arts 
Commission for review before moving forward with painting of the mural.  

 

Public Art Review Committee Recommendation: Committee recommends for the applicant to 
move forward with the Artist Thomas Turner to create a black and white design for the mural 
at Lakeview. Applicant will be required to present this design to the Public Art Review 
Committee and/or Cultural Arts Commission through the Public Art Application process. 
Although the design will be in black and white, we will require color samples to illustrate the 
mural’s result.  

 

mailto:bsnyder@tpa-grp.com
http://www.thomasturner.com/
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Alpharetta
Cultural Arts Commission 
Report
January 2023



Cultural Arts 
Master Plan 
Mid-Year Request



Stories Project 
Bailey Johnson Community Documentary

Proposing same format as Farm House Documentary:
https://vimeo.com/mjmpro/review/358849440/f50ee3c4d9

Example from Producer’s Proposal –
Story of the Community, Church, School 
https://vimeo.com/mjmpro/review/669677556/04f6a0956c

https://vimeo.com/mjmpro/review/358849440/f50ee3c4d9
https://vimeo.com/mjmpro/review/358849440/f50ee3c4d9
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/AxszCXD0BwIXXvQvT6fZyd?domain=vimeo.com


Play It Again 
Piano Program
Alpharetta Arts 
Center Piano
*TIME TO RETIRE  & REPLACE 
WITH NEWLY PAINTED BABY 
GRAND 

*SEARCHING FOR PIANO & 
ARTIST 

*GOAL SPRING 2023



Creation of Piano Sculpture at the Alpharetta Arts Center

1-ARTIST RENDERING – CREATE A 
PERSON FROM THE PIANO USING 
FOOT AS FEET & KEYS AS HAIR

2- Sculpture Location 3- Sculpture Layout 



NEW SPRING 2023 - Arts & Culture Guide 



Opening Reception Saturday
February 4, 2023

5 - 7 pm



By the Way, Meet Vera Stark
by Lynn Nottage
February 17-19 & Feb 24-26, 2023
Fri/Sat at 8 pm; Sun at 2 pm 
Alpharetta Arts Center- Black Box Theater

It’s the Golden Age of Hollywood, and aspiring starlet Vera 
Stark works as a maid to Gloria Mitchell, an aging star 
grasping at her fading career. Worlds collide when Vera 
lands a trailblazing role in an antebellum epic starring…her 
boss. While Vera’s portrayal of a slave turns out to be 
groundbreaking, decades later scholars and film buffs still 
grapple with the actress’ legacy in Hollywood and the 
impact that race had on her controversial career. 

Two-time Pulitzer Prize-winner Lynn Nottage’s fast-paced, 
sly satire will take you on a seventy-year journey through 
Vera’s life and the cultural climate that originally shaped 
her and continues today.



In Celebration of Black History Month, 
Join Us for Cultural Experiences as 

“Harlem Renaissance Does Alpharetta”
February 11, 2023

6:00 - 8:30 pm
Alpharetta Arts Center

In the 1920’s, Harlem became a rich, cultural center for the arts 
among the Black/African American Community. This period 

produced historic and important representations of life
through music, literature, poetry, and visual arts.

6pm Sculpture Unveiling 
Alpharetta Arts Center’s Play Me Again Piano Re-imagined by 

Artist & Arts Alpharetta Board Member, Shelton Cochran

6pm Studio Gallery Exhibition Opening
Alpharetta Arts Center Studio Gallery 

Featuring 4 Local Artists through February 28, 2023

6:30-8:30pm Concert & Performance
Featuring The KT Collaborative
with Producer Kelvin Thompson

& Presentation of the Spoken Word

Light food and beverage served. Free to public.



Time & Location
Feb 24, 8:00 PM
Alpharetta Methodist Church, 69 N Main St, Alpharetta, GA 30009, USA
About The Event
Let the Alpharetta Symphony Orchestra warm you up on a chilly winter evening with some Spanish spice! Featuring a wide selection of musical small plates 
(tapas) all with an Iberian flavor, you’ll enjoy pieces from the much loved opera Carmen, the thrilling, but tragic, love story between a gypsy and a corporal, 
to Capriccio Espagnol and Fanfare Ritmico, which will make you want to get up and dance along!



Love, Sex and the IRS 
Presented by City Center Players
Mar 10-12 & 17-19 Fri/Sat 7 pm; Sun 2 pm 

Jon Trachtman and Leslie Arthur are out of work musicians 
who room together in New York City. To save money, Jon has 
been filing tax returns listing the pair as married. The day of 
reckoning comes when the Internal Revenue Service informs 
the “couple” they’re going to be audited by a Mr. Spinner. 
Leslie masquerades as a housewife to attempt to escape the 
consequences of tax fraud.

Love, Sex, and the IRS is filled with twists of fate, sight gags, 
mistaken identities, and hilarious hijinks in this wild farce of 
a comedy written by William Van Zandt and Jane Milmore.



RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
MONTHLY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: RECREATION, PARKS & CULTURAL SERVICES 

SUBMITTED BY: MORGAN RODGERS   

 
I. AGENDA ITEM TITLE:  2022 Recreation, Parks & Cultural Services Department Year in Review 

II. RECOMMENDATION:  

This report is presented for Recreation Commission discussion and information purposes. No vote or 
formal action is requested at this time. 

III. REPORT IN BRIEF:  

2022 Highlights  

• Work began on the construction of the new maintenance shop in Wills Park 
• Outdoor mural installed at Movie Studio Grill 
• Wayfinding signage installed at Union Hill Park, Marconi Rd Park, and Webb Bridge Park 
• Bocce Ball courts opened at North Park  
• Union Hill Pavilion used as special event facility by several groups 
• Public Works completed Rotary stream bank stabilization project 
• New basketball court installed at Alpharetta Community Center 
• Medley, the newest round of temporary public art installed that includes 5 new pieces of artwork 
• Art crosswalk installed at Art Center 
• New equestrian arena (#1) officially opened 
• New audio equipment installed at Equestrian covered arena 
• Groundbreaking held for new Alpha Loop section (OMP to Northwinds) 
• Registrations at all-day day camps was up 25% and ½-day day camps was up 28% 
• Daily pool admissions were up 23% 
• Over 130 free monthly health & wellness programs offered – Sponsored by Northside 
• 92% of all Cultural Arts camps and 79% of all Cultural Arts programs offered were held 
• 12 large non-city events held at the Alpharetta Arts Center (plus 29 rental) 
• Alpharetta Youth Softball Association (AYSA) and City replaced fencing at 3 fields at North Park 
• Painted interior & exterior of restrooms at Webb Bridge Park, Union Hill Park, & Rock Mill Park. 
• Removed dead/dangerous trees at Wills Park, North Park, Webb Bridge Park, Windward 

Community Park, Milton Ave Park, Cogburn Park, Encore Park, Greenway, and Greenway Parks. 
• Entrance signs installed for both the Wills Park Recreation Center and Community Center 
• North Park Multi-Purpose Field 2 artificial turf installation completed 
• Community Center roofing was repaired (Public Works) 
• Memorial Program was launched 
• Webb Bridge Park front Tennis courts converted to Pickle Ball and resurfacing 
• City’s Agricultural Plan was approved by Mayor & City Council (Food Well Alliance & ARC) 



• Cultural Arts curated 22 different exhibits and produced 56 Music Match shows 
IV. ATTACHMENTS: 

• None. 
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