PETY o CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD MEETING
P\« N JANUARY 26, 2023
A L P H A R ETTA ALPHARETTA CITY HALL
CouNnciL CHAMBERS

—— — 2 PARK PLAZA
GEORGIA 3:30 PM

. CALL TO ORDER
. ROLL CALL
il Election of Officers for 2023
Iv. PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES
A. Meeting Minutes From 8-25-2022

V. PUBLIC HEARING

A. CE2200391 /490 Karen Drive -POSTPONED
Vehicle in excess of 1.5 ton carrying capacity in Zone R-12 (UDC 2.5.4)

B. CE220717 / 2005 Hembree Rd
Tree Violations

VL. ADJOURNMENT



‘*‘%a T CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 25, 2022
AL P H A R ETTA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

ALPHARETTA CITY HALL | 2 PARK PLAZA
GEORGIA 3:30 P.M.

The public is advised the following minutes are not a verbatim franscription of business presented at the Code Enforcement
Board meeting of the dafe shown but are a synopsis of pertinent information. The public is further advised that the
recording of said meeting is a matter of public record and is available fo be heard at the City of Alpharetta Community
Development Department during normal business hours.

The purpose of this Board is to hear festimony and review evidence related to alleged violations of the City Codes and
ordinances. It is the responsibility of the Board to judicially consider such evidence and make findings of fact related fo
the enforcement of the Codes and ordinances.

l. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.

Il. ROLL CALL
Board Members Present:
Fred Smith, Chair
Wayne Rand
Leander Murphy
Robyn MacDonald
Roger Bauer

Board Members Absent:
Jill McMullan

Dick Freeman

Staff:

Bret Schroeder, Code Enforcement Manager

Beau Smith, Enforcement Officer

Frank Jackson, Code Enforcement Officer

Jacob O’Donnell, Code Enforcement Officer
Grayson Smith, Code Enforcement Officer

Ryan Sabia, Code Enforcement Officer

Molly Esswein, City Attorney

Alexandra Callum, Planning + Zoning Coordinator




i, ITEMS FROM STAFF
o Bret Schroeder, Code Enforcement Manager, provided an update on a few
previous cases:
1. CE210532 / 200 Summerfield Drive
The homeowners built a fence and moved the RV substantially back
behind the property.
2. CE220176 / Manchester at Mansell Apartments / 401 Huntington Drive
- Officers Sabia and Jackson have been working with them all summer.
They put some cameras up and have a new onsite manager, who has
been quite responsive.
They were fined for three days and paid today.
People are dumping mattresses when moving out, but that is easier to
manage and is not as much of a health problem.
e  We will have a meeting in October, and there is already a summons for a new
case.

IV.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
< Board Member Rand offered a motion to approve the meeting minutes of April
28, 2022.
O Board Member MacDonald seconded the motion.
O The motion was approved unanimously (5-0).

V. NEW BUSINESS
A. CE220386 / 465 North Pine Drive
e Code Enforcement Officer Ryan Sabia came forward to present the item.
o Officer Sabia read part of the code regarding grass and weeds.
o The property was inspected three different times: June 15, July 1, and
July 13. On July 13, a notice was issued.
o On August 2, Officer Sabia returned and saw nothing had been done
with the property to solve the issue.
o There were multiple attempts of calling and emailing the property
owner.
o There was one last notice given before the summon:s.
o There have been previous cases before at this property.
o Officer Sabia provided pictures from the different visits to the site.
e The Code Enforcement Board discussed the following:
o Did the original notice disappear? The first notice was gone from the
door when | came for the second notice.
o It seems that there have been many attempts at contacting the owner.
What is the next step to try to get to compliance? Molly Esswein,
Atforney: There is a provision where if they are nof receiving notice, it



must be published in the newspaper once a week for four consecutive
weeks.

o It was confirmed that both city ordinance and state law say to do the
notice by legal organ.

o Certified mail return is also an option.
Molly Esswein, Attorney: We need fo not take any action with this case
right now until we do the certified mail option. If it is returned unsigned,
then we need fo do the notice by newspaper. Affer that, we can move
forward with the hearing before the Board in October.

VI.  ADJOURNMENT
# Board Member Rand offered a motion to adjourn the meeting.
O Board Member Murphy seconded the motion.
O The motion was approved unanimously (5-0).
O The meeting was adjourned at 4:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Wlerondra Collom

Alexandra Callum, Planning + Zoning Coordinator
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ALPHARETTA

GEORGIA

January 18, 2023

Hembree Commercial Properties, LLC, Shell Station
Mr. Minhas Panjwani

2363 Seaborn PL

Duluth, GA 30097

Re: Summons to Appear Case #CE220717
2005 Hembree Road

Dear Mr. Panjwani:

In accordance to a recent Notice of Violation issued on December
22, 2022, you are hereby Summoned to Appear before the Code
Enforcement Board of the City of Alpharetta. The Summons to
Appear is in response to the following Code Violations located in
City of Alpharetta Municipal Code Section 3.2.1 Tree Conservation,
Landscape, and Buffer Requirements.

You have been given sufficient time to respond to the Tree
Ordinance Violations and therefor your attendance or
representative is required to attend. The Code Enforcement Board
meets on January 26, 2023, at 3:30 PM in City Hall Council Chambers,
2 Park Plaza, Alpharetta, GA 30009.

The Code Section and original documents, issued on September 15,
2022 by the City Arborist David Shostak are attached.

Respectfully,

— A7 —

Frank Jackson
Code Enforcement Officer
Community Development Department

2 PARK PLAZA

ALPHARETTA, GA 30009
PHONE: 678.297.6000
WWW.ALPHARETTA.GA.US

MAYOR
JiM GILVIN

MAYOR PRO TEM
DAN MERKEL

COUNCIL MEMBERS
JASON BINDER
DoucGLAs J. DERITO
JOHN HIPES

DONALD F. MITCHELL
BRIAN WILL

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
CHRIS LAGERBLOOM


http://WWW.ALPHARETTA.GA.US

City of Alpharetta Codes Enforcement

2 Park Plaza — Alpharetta, GA 30009
678-297-6086

SUMMONS TO APPEAR _z 2207/

Date: /=/3-13 Time:_F* L8 (M)— PM Case No.

Name: m[aéas /%n vala
Address: Zotom S~ Ao %. R/

Suite/AptNo._= _ City/State: Mﬁp:iﬂ(&q

YOou ARE HEREBY COMMANDED TO BE AND APPEAR before the

O Municipal Court Judge in the City Courtroom at 13690 Highway 9, Milton,
Georgia 30004

*In Lieu of attending court, you may pay fine in Community Development at City Hall*
Server: $625

Business: Owner, Manager, Supervisor $1,200

»k Code Enforcement Board in Council Chambers
Alpharetta City Hall at 2 Park Plaza, Alpharetta, Georgia 30009

A _D3.30 AM B onthe L@ dayof Stemuary 523

To answer to the charge of

Violation: OOCPMC 0OOUDC dfCityCode Section: 3'7’1 /
Violation Description: y

Zrees vepsawed coridioirt poam/d .

g ,ul. / ra
Type of Delivery: OHand Delivery /ﬁU.S. Mail ZCourier A/Other: Cpren,/

X Sromedioe WOt ovarslelle

Signature of Récipient

Notifying Officials Certification

The undersigned, being a City of Alpharetta Georgia code enforcement officer, deposes or states
that he or she has reasonable grounds to believe and does believe the person(s) and/or
establishment named herein are in viclation as set forth herein and contrary to law.

Comments:

Citing Officer: [ JToek Sty Badge No.. L2 © 2
Signatum:J/? /4 D— Tel: No.: 678-297- @Z ZQ
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December 22, 2022

Mr. Minhas Panjwani
2363 Seaborn PL
Duluth, GA 30097

Re: Notice of Violation on 2005 Hembree Road
Dear Mr. Panjwani:

You are officially nofified of a Notice of Violation Tree Ordinance
Violations located at 2005 Hembree Road, Alpharetta, GA 30004.
There have been several attempts to contact you for the following
violations:

Code Section 3.2.1 Multiple trees have been pruned or
removed not in accordance with the Tree Conservation,
Landscape, and Buffer Code.

You will find the attached copy of the Notice of Violation dated
12/22/2022 and original letter written on September 15, 2022, with a
list of code violations and requested action to be taken. The
deadline for said action was two weeks from date of letter.

In accordance with the Notice of Violation, the required remedy for
compliance will be two weeks from date of Notice of Violation.
Should this deadline be missed, additional action will be taken by
the City of Alpharetta. Any outstanding code violations may cause
your alcohol license and business license to be in jeopardy of
suspension or revocation.

Should you have any questions or concerns, contact me anytime at
678-297-6170 or fijackson@alpharetta.ga.us .

Respectfully,

-,
-

Frank J&ckson
Code Enforcement Officer

2 PARK PLAZA

ALPHARETTA, GA 30009
PHONE: 678.297.6000
WWW.ALPHARETTA.GA.US

MAYOR
JM GILVIN

MAYOR PRO TEM
DAN MERKEL

COUNCIL MEMBERS
JASON BINDER
DouGLAS J. DERITO
JOHN HIPES

DONALD F. MITCHELL
BRIAN WILL

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
CHRIS LAGERBLOOM
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City of Alpharetta Codes Enforcement
2 Park Plaza - Alpharetta, GA 30009
Tel: 678-297-6080 Fax: 678-297-6081

NOTICE OF VIOLATION 5708

| CcELLO7 /7
Date: /A ’7’2"7/7/ Time:z_’_[_%@- PM CaseNo.—
Location: 2= 20 S- Klewrbreg. Lo
Suite/Apt. No.: . ____ Alpharetta, Georgj Zip: 3 (ol<T2

Owner / Occupant: 2
You are hereby notified the above stated property has been inspected by City of
Alpharetta Codes Enforcement Officials and has been found in violation of below
listed codes or ordinances. You are further notified to correct violation(s) listed
below within the time limits stated herein. Failure to correct such violation(s) within
the time limits granted herein may subject you to fines, liens or further prosecution
as determined by the city Municipal Court or Codes Enforcement Board.

Violation Desgription:_ / e OVn/ narl e

widlodung o 7oce s rvemoved toifimd)

Proemit. ExcessiVe angjg?

Recommended Correction:

See  Attached LeAt+e)s

Corrections must be completed by:

%.M. n the_ O dayof Je-huary 20 -
Violation: JCPMC [JuDC Zf City Code Section: 3.2, !

Type of Delivery: [C1Hand Delivery m.s. Mail [JCourier [JOther

X: 5/;7'400}&%& ot Ae/leble

Signature of Recipient

Notifying Officials Certification

The undersigned, being a Clty of Alpharetta Georgla codes enforcement official, deposes or states
that he or she has reasonable grounds 1o believe and does belisve the person{s) and property

named herein are In violation as set forth herein and contrary to law.

F 3—9&157”, Badge No.:.._(Zo;YL__
Tel. No.: 678-297-_(2, 2 o

Comments:

Citing Officer:

4’7 /~/—
Signature: {
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September 15, 2022

Mike Banjawani

Shell Station :

2005 Hembree Road
Alpharetta, Georgia, 30009

RE: Tree Ordinance Violation: 2005 Hembree Road - Shell Station
(CE220717)

Dear Mr. Banjawani:

This is your official notification of the recent violation of the Tree
Protection Ordinance Section 3.2.1 that occurred at the property
referenced above. The City of Alpharetta requires that all trees be
pruned following ANSI A300 Tree Care Guidelines and the natural
form and structure of the tree is maintained.

Recently a city employee visited the property and observed
multiple trees had been removed and or pruned not in
accordance with the Tree Conservation, Landscape, and Buffer

Code.
. . . . s . MAYOR
Included with this letter is a Violation Summary complete with JM GILVIN
measures necessary to comply and an appropriate timelines. '
MAYOR PRO Tem
DAN MERKEL

Please let me know if you have any questions. | can be reached at

(678)297-6229 or by email at dshostak@alpharetta.ga.us. COUNCIL MEMBERS
JASON BINDER

Respectfully, DouaLAs J. DERITO
JOHN HiPES

’( ;é BZ-.S_ DONALD F, MITCHELL
_ BRIAN WILL

David Shostak
City Arborist CITY ADMINISTRATOR
CHRIS LAGERBLOOM


http://WWW.ALPH
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VIOLATION SUMMARY FOR: 2005 Hembree Road (Shell Gas Station)

Violations:

Removal of trees without a permit

Improper Pruning not in accordance with city codes.
Topping and tipping of required trees.

Removal of more than 25% of the live canopy
Making stub cuts

Etc.

SOhwN -

Measures Necessary to comply:

1. Provide a site plan of the property showing the remaining landscaping,
including trees, shrubs, groundcover, etc. Tree should be numbered to
match the numbers in the report for bullet 2.

2. Include areport from an ISA Certified Arborist, ASCA Registered
Consulting Arborist, or GA Registered Forester that details the work that
was done. This report shall be in the form of a detailed assessment of each
tree and include:

o Type, size, and condition of each tree and/or shrub.

o Whether or not the tree was removed from this location

o What type of pruning took place, what are the impacts of the
pruning?

o Can the tree be saved and the pruning be comrected and if so
what is the plan to comect the pruning and treat the tree to offset
the impacts of the improper pruning.

o Should the tree be removed?

o It atree was removed or it is determined that a tree should be

removed a planting plan for the entire property to come up to the
current Tree conservation, landscape and buffer code will be

required.
3. Provide the name and contact information for the Tree Company or

landscape company that performed the pruning.

Once the report and mitigation plan is provnded, additional measures may be provided.

The requested information shall be provided to the city within 2 weeks of the date of this letter.
Please reference the CE# above in all corespondence.



STATE OF GEORGIA
Secretary of State

Corporations Division
313 West Tower
2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-1530

Annual Registration *Electronically Filed*
: Secretary of State

Filing Date: 04/02/2022 12:23:42

BUSINESS NAME ¢ Hembree Commercial Properties LLC

CONTROL NUMBER : 21273268
BUSINESS TYPE : Domcstlc lelted Liability Company

ANNUAL REGISTRATION PERIOD . 2022

PRINCIPAL OFFICE ADDRESS - :.2005 Hembree Rd Alpharetta, GA 30009 USA
REGISTERED AGENT NAME :: Minhas Paanam : s
REGISTERED OFFICE ADDRESS - : 2363 Seaborn Pl, Duluth, GA, 30097 USA '

REGISTERED OFFICE COUNTY  : Gwmnett

PRINCIPAL OFFICE ADDRESS oy 2005 Hembree Rd: Alpharetta, GA;30005, USA~
REGISTERED AGENT:NAME . :Minhas Panjwani f DL -
REGISTERED OFFICE'ADDRESS '} 2363 Seaborn P Duluth GA 30097 UsA -
REGISTERED OFFICE COUNTY -« ‘ Gwinnett

‘;
1£C) 10
By R )

AUTHORIZER SIGNATURE : Minhas Panjwani
AUTHORIZER TITLE o+t Organizer Lo



SECTION 3.2 TREE CONSERVATION, LANDSCAPE, AND BUFFER REQUIREMENTS!

3.2.1 General.

In order to maintain and promote the public health, safety and welfare, the City has established regulations
governing the conservation, planting, and replacement of trees. The importance of trees is recognized for their
contribution toward quality of life, visual quality of the city, and improved property values. It is the City's intent to
prevent the indiscriminate removal of trees without denying the reasonable use and enjoyment of real property. It
is also the intent of these regulations that all applicable sites within the City maintain or obtain minimum tree
density, as defined herein. Consistent with the expressed purpose of these regulations, all persons shall make
reasonable efforts to protect and retain certain existing, self-supporting trees as defined herein. Each person shall
be responsible for the normal care of trees located on its premises.

A.  Willful injury or disfigurement of any tree growing within the City shall be a violation of this Ordinance.
B. No person shall:

1.  Attach any sign, notice or other object to any tree or fasten wires, cables, nails or screws to any
tree in a manner that could prove harmful to the tree.

2. Pour any material on any tree or on nearby ground which could be harmful to the tree.
3. Cause or encourage any unnecessary fire or burning near or around any tree.

4.  Construct a concrete, asphalt, brick or gravel sidewalk, significantly compact the soil, place fill
material, or create other impervious or semi-impervious surfaces around any tree so as to cut off
air, light or water from the roots of the tree so as to adversely impact the tree's root system.

5. Pile building material or equipment around any tree so as to cause injury thereto.

6.  Deny routine maintenance, watering and reasonable arboricultural care to existing and newly
established trees as may be required as a result of activities taking place under this Section.

7. Remove any tree without Permit.

8. Remove or prune a tree on commercial property during non-development activity unless they
follow ISA industry standard protocols for pruning or have written approval from the Director.

9.  Park any vehicle on the unpaved area underneath existing tree canopies.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.2 Definitions.

For the purposes of this Section, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following terms shall have the
meaning set forth below:

Boundary Tree. Any tree located on adjacent property with a critical root zone that will be impacted by
proposed land disturbance activity.

1Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 739, adopted May 1, 2017, amended Section 3.2 in its entirety to read as herein set
out. Former Section 3.2, Subsections 3.2.1—3.2.19, pertained to tree protection, and derived from the
original codification.

Created: 2022-04-21 14:47:00 [EST]

(Supp. No. 16)
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Buffer. An area required to remain undisturbed or replanted where existing vegetation is sparse, as
determined by the director.

Caliper. A standard of trunk measurement for replacement trees. Caliper inches are measured at the height
of 6 inches above the ground for trees up to and including 4 inch caliper and 12 inches above the ground for trees
larger than 4 inch caliper.

Conifer Tree. Any tree with needle leaves and a woody cone fruit including, but not limited to, pine, juniper
and cedar species.

Critical Root Zone (CRZ). The minimum area beneath a tree which must be left undisturbed in order to
preserve a sufficient root mass to give a tree a reasonable chance of survival. The Critical Root Zone will typically
be represented by a concentric circle centering on the tree's trunk with a radius equal in feet to one and three-
tenths times the number of inches of the trunk diameter. EXAMPLE: The CRZ radius of a twenty (20) inch diameter
tree is twenty-six (26) feet.

Dead Tree. Any standing tree which is no longer alive or has the ability to sustain itself through natural
processes as determined by a qualified professional.

Development Activity. Any alteration of the natural environment, which requires the approval of a
development or site plan and issuance of a Land Disturbance Permit. Development Activity shall also include the
"thinning" or removal of trees from land in conjunction with a forest management program, the removal or
destruction of trees incidental to the development of land or to the marketing of land for development, the
removal or destruction of trees in conjunction with any grading activity, including the removal or filling
(stockpiling) of soil, and logging or the removal of trees not in conjunction with an ongoing forest management
program. Nothing in this definition shall be deemed to require or authorize the issuance of a permit for any activity
described herein.

Diameter Breast-Height (DBH). The standard measure of tree size (for trees existing on a site). The tree trunk
is measured at a height of 4% feet above the ground. If a tree splits into multiple trunks below 4% feet, the trunk is
measured at its most narrow point beneath the split.

Director. The Director of Community Development or designee shall administer and enforce the provisions of
this Ordinance; provided, however, that a designee shall have no authority to revoke permits.

Georgia 400 Tree Protection Zone. All property within a horizontal distance of 120 feet of the right-of-way of
Georgia 400. At major intersections on Georgia 400 having exit and/or entrance ramps the protection zone shall be
reduced to 60 feet. The reduction shall apply for the length of each such ramp. The Georgia 400 Tree Protection
Zone is a Buffer.

Grading Activity. Altering ground surfaces to specified elevations, dimensions and/or slopes; this includes
stripping, cutting, filling, stockpiling and shaping or any combination thereof and shall include the land in its cut or
filled condition.

Guidance Document. A document maintained by the City of Alpharetta Arborist that includes clarifications to
requirements with examples and additional technical standards about tree protection, tree planting, species
selection, and other information relevant to the protection and replanting of trees in the City of Alpharetta. The
document may be revised by the City Arborist as conditions and technical standards evolve.

Hardwood Tree. Any tree that is not coniferous (cone bearing). This definition is based on the colloquialism,
and does not necessarily reflect any true qualities of the tree.

International Society of Arboriculture (ISA). A professional organization that promotes the professional
practice of arboriculture, sets standards for obtaining professional credentials for arborist, and establishes best
practices for tree care, pruning, and protection.

Created: 2022-04-21 14:47:00 [EST]
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Land Disturbance Permit. A permit issued by the City that authorizes Development Activity and includes, but
is not limited to, Soil Erosion Protection, clearing and grubbing, land disturbance and building construction.

Landscape Strip. A portion of a lot required to be reserved for, installed with, and maintained with
vegetation. Such a strip may or may not be required to be of a linear form. No utilities or parking shall be allowed
within a required landscape strip.

Landscape Tree. A tree or trees that were planted or retained on a developed or previously developed site.

Lot Building Area. The area of a lot encompassed by front sides and rear yard setbacks or building line as
required by City Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations.

Mass Grading. The grading within existing or across proposed property lines including the removal of trees
and disturbance of soils in order to prepare a site for construction where buildings are not approved.

Mulch. An organic material spread around the base of a plant or on a plant bed to enrich and insulate the
soil. Types of mulch include Pine Straw, Shredded Hardwood, Wood Chips, and Bark Chips. Mulch should be free of
disease and pests. Synthetic or artificial mulches are not acceptable for use in the City of Alpharetta.

Non-Development Activity. Any alteration of the natural environment which does not require development
or site plan approval, but which would include the proposed removal or destruction of any tree(s). Any removal of
trees that constitutes Development Activity as that term is herein defined shall not constitute non-development
activity.

Ornamental Tree.A tree that provides a visual impact in the landscape. The impact may be provided through
form, bark, branching structure, leaf color, and/or flower color. Typically a small or medium size tree.

Overstory Tree. Those trees that compose the top layer or canopy of vegetation and will generally reach a
mature height greater than 40 feet and typically have a spreading canopy.

Permit (Tree Removal Permit). An official Permit for tree removal issued by the City of Alpharetta.

Pervious Surface. All that area of land that can be landscaped or planted, allows natural passage through by
water, and is not covered by man-made materials or structures such as buildings or paving.

Pine Tree. An evergreen coniferous tree that has clusters of needle-shaped leaves.

Plantable Area. The pervious surface area available for the preservation or planting of trees. Plantable Area
shall not include that portion of the lot that is covered by buildings and structures permitted pursuant to the
maximum lot coverage standards of this Ordinance.

Planted Area. An area of living plant material created for the purpose of establishing open space and
consisting of a minimum of 50% of the area devoted to trees and shrubs.

Pruning (Tree Pruning).To cut away dead, overgrown, or undesirable branches or stems. Pruning of trees to
be done in compliance with standard arboricultural practices as outlined in ANSI A300 and shall maintain the trees
natural form and structure.

Qualified Professional. An International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist, an American Society
of Consulting Arborists (ASCA) Registered Consulting Arborist, or a Registered Forester.

Recompense. Replacement of trees or payment into the City held tree fund for the removal of Specimen
Trees.

Replacement Planting. The planting of trees on a site that before development had more trees, and after
development shall have less trees per acre.

Responsible Party. Any individual, firm, principal, or other entity who is a signatory to a Tree Removal Permit
Application or Land Disturbance Permit for Development Activity or any person or company caught in the act of
tree removal without a City-issued permit, or who violates any other provision of this Ordinance.

Created: 2022-04-21 14:47:00 [EST]
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Shade Tree. Any tree that has a spreading canopy that provides partial to full shade to the ground with a
minimum height of 20 feet.

Semi-Pervious. Hardscape, aggregate or porous paver that allows at least fifty percent (50%) of surface water
to pass through the manmade material and into the underlying soil.

Softwood Tree. Any coniferous (cone bearing) tree. This definition is based on the colloquialism, and does
not necessarily reflect any true qualities of the tree.

Specimen Tree. Any tree which qualifies for special consideration for preservation due to its size, type,
condition, location or historical significance and which also meets the minimum size criteria set forth below.

Size Criteria:

Pine Trees: 30-inch diameter or larger for trees in the Pinus (Pine) genus.

Coniferous Trees: 20" diameter or larger for trees in the cedrus (deodar cedar), Thuja (Arborvitae), or
other ecologically similar trees,

Overstory Trees: 30-inch diameter or larger for trees in the Liquidambar (Sweetgum) or Liriodendron

(Tulip poplar) genus

20-inch diameter or larger for trees in the Fagus (Beech), Nyssa (Tupelo), Diospyros
(Persimmon), Sassafras (Sassafras), or other ecologically similar trees

20-inch diameter or larger for Magnolia grandiflora (Southern magnolia) and those
cultivars that generally reach a mature height over 40'

24-inch (24") diameter or larger for trees in all other genera

Understory Trees: 8-inch (8") diameter or larger.

10-inch (10") diameter or larger for Oxydendron arboretum (Sourwood).

See additional requirements for Specimen Trees in "The Guidance Document."

Street/Streetscape Tree. Any tree located or proposed to be located along a public or private street. The
actual location will be determined by the specific zoning district or overlay. In situations where there is limited
planting space in the right-of-way and or safety concerns, street trees may be located at the back of the sidewalk
or within the landscape strip on private property and the discretion of the Director.

Structural Root Plate. The zone of rapid root taper that provides the tree stability against wind throw. The
radius of the structural root plate is equal to 0.5 feet per inch of DBH.

Timber Harvest. Harvesting of timber from sites as a timber management activity as part of a demonstrated
ongoing agricultural land use.

Tree. Any living, self-supporting woody or fibrous plant which normally obtains a diameter breast height of at
least three (3) inches, and typically has one (1) main stem or trunk and many branches.

Tree Care Plan. A plan developed to provide an impacted tree the best possible chance of survival. A tree
care plan should be prepared by a qualified professional and conform to the requirements of ANSI A300 and the
Guidance Document

Tree Density. A measurement of trees on a property, expressed as inches per acre. For existing trees density
is calculated based on DBH. For proposed trees tree density is calculated based on the caliper.

Tree Grouping. A community of trees as determined by the Director to merit special consideration as an
ecological feature based upon species composition, form, structure, age, and condition. Specimen trees and trees
of quality may be included in tree groupings and every alternative should be evaluated to save these trees. Except
as otherwise provided in Section 3.2., Tree Groupings will be treated as specimen trees for preservation credits
and every alternative should be evaluated to save these trees.
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Tree of Quality. A tree that merits special consideration due to historical significance, ideal shape and
structure, or uniqueness of the species as determined by the Director. Except as otherwise provided in Section
3.2., Trees of Quality will be treated as specimen trees for preservation credits and every alternative should be
evaluated to save these trees.

Tree Removal or Removal of Trees. Removal of trees through an act of cutting down a tree or any act which
causes a tree to die within 2 years after commission of the act or impedes the ability of the tree to sustain itself,
including but not limited to damage inflicted upon the root system, trunk, or canopy as a result of:

The improper use of machinery on the trees;
The storage of materials in or around the trees;

Soil compaction;

Ll A

Altering the natural grade to expose the roots or to cover the tree's root system with more than 4
inches of soil;

o

Causing the infection or infestation of the tree by pests, fungus or harmful bacteria;

6.  Pruning judged to be excessive by the Director or not in accordance with the standard set forth by the
International Society of Arboriculture (ISA);

7. Paving with concrete, asphalt or other impervious surface within such proximity as to be harmful to the
tree or its root system; and

8.  Application of herbicides or defoliants to any tree without first obtaining a permit.

Tree Planting List. List of preferred tree species for use in the City of Alpharetta. Species not included on this
list may be approved at the discretion of the Director. The Tree Planting List is included in the Arborist Guidance
Document.

Tree Protection Area. An area encompassing the critical root zone of a tree that shall remain in an a pervious
state.

Tree Save Area. An area designated for the purpose of meeting tree density requirements, saving natural
trees, and/or preserving natural buffers that shall remain in a pervious state.

Understory Trees. Those trees that grow beneath the overstory, and will generally reach a mature height less
than 40 feet. Understory trees may include coniferous trees that meet these same height characteristics.

Zoning Districts. Those areas as defined in the Zoning Ordinance and shown on the Zoning Map.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017; Ord. No. 749, § 4, 9-18-2017; Ord. No. 769, § 1, 11-12-2018)

3.2.3 Exemptions.

A.  The following shall be exempt from the provisions of this section:
1. The removal of trees with a Permit.

2.  Theremoval of trees from horticultural properties such as farms, nurseries or orchards. This exception
shall not be interpreted to include timber harvesting incidental to development of the land;

3.  The necessary removal of trees by a utility company within dedicated utility easements;

4.  The removal of trees on public rights-of-way conducted by, on behalf of, or any activity pursuant to
work to be dedicated to, a federal, state, county, municipal or other governmental agency in pursuance
of its lawful activities or functions in the construction or improvement of public rights-of-way;
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5. Theremoval of trees from lakes and detention ponds, and drainage easements, unless specifically
planted to be part of the stormwater system; or

6. Theremoval of any tree which is dead or has become or threatens to become a danger to human life
or property;

B. Notwithstanding the foregoing, all reasonable efforts shall be made to save specimen trees and trees of
quality, and tree groupings.

C. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to authorize, directly or indirectly, the removal of a tree from the
Georgia 400 Tree Protection Zone or any buffer.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.4 Permit required for non-development activity (activity which does not require a building

permit, etc.).

A.  Except for routine or seasonal pruning or transplanting of trees, and except as exempted, no person shall
engage in any Non-Development Activity as defined without first obtaining a permit. The request for a
permit shall be submitted to the Director in the form of a tree removal permit application through the City
process and shall include:

1.  The reason for the proposed work

2. Either a site sketch or photograph of the tree(s) proposed to be removed, identifying such tree(s) by
size and species.

3.  Specimen Trees shall only be approved for removal if they are in declining health or as approved by the
Director. If a request includes a Specimen Tree, the applicant shall provide a risk assessment or similar
report, following currently accepted industry standards and protocols, prepared by a qualified
professional outlining the condition of the trees and associated risks.

If the request for a permit is complete, complies with the Ordinance, and requests tree removal for one of
the purposes identified in Paragraph B below, the Director shall issue a permit no later than ten (10) working days
from receipt and shall inform applicant if replanting will be required. If the request is incomplete or denied, the
Director shall notify applicant in writing regarding the specific reason for denial.

B.  The Director shall issue a permit for the following:
1.  The removal of dead, substantially injured, damaged or diseased trees;

2.  Theremoval of any non-specimen tree, provided the tree is not a required landscape strip tree, buffer
tree, or other code required trees and that the applicable minimum tree density requirement is
maintained.

3.  Theremoval of any specimen tree, landscape strip tree, buffer tree or other code required tree with a
replanting agreement approved by the director.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.5 Land disturbance permit for development activity.

A.  No person shall engage in a Development Activity and no Land Disturbance Permit shall be issued without
first obtaining an approved site plan stamped and signed by the Director.

1.  Trees and/or soils shall not be disturbed or removed in order to pad grade or mass-grade a site unless
building construction is imminent. In order to be imminent, proposed buildings shall require approval.
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B. Except as provided in Section 3.2.4 and Paragraph (c) of this subsection, no tree removal shall be approved
for any site not under active development. For the purposes of this Ordinance, a site is not under active
development unless there exists an approved development plan delineating the improvements to be
constructed on the site consistent with the use for which the site is zoned, and there is a reasonable
certainty that construction is imminent.

C.  Aland Disturbance Permit may be issued for Grading Activity on a site not under active development
provided that:

1.  The sole purpose of the Grading Activity is for the storage, removal or altering of soil for fill balancing
on another site under active development;

2.  The site not under active development must be under common ownership or common development
control with the site that is under active development;

3.  The site not under active development must be contiguous to, or located within one (1) mile of, the
site under active development. For the purposes of this Section, the measurement of distances shall be
from property line to property line along the most direct route of travel on a public road;

4.  The proposed Grading Activity shall not result in the damage or removal of more than ten percent
(10%) of the total tree density (inches per acre) on the site not under active development;

5.  The proposed Grading Activity shall not decrease the tree density below the minimum inches per acre
required for the site. For the purposes of this Section, trees in Buffers that will be required shall be
excluded from minimum density calculations;

6. The area to be disturbed within the site shall be the area that will have the least adverse impact on
existing trees, Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality, and Groupings of Trees as determined by the Director.
In addition, the area must be visually screened from public or private roads and drives, developed
residential and commercial properties, by a one hundred foot (100') buffer or a buffer of sufficient
depth to provide reasonable visual screening. In order to provide reasonable visual screening, it may be
necessary to locate access roads to the impacted area in a winding manner to prevent a straight line of
site to the impacted area; and

7.  Thedisturbed area within the site shall be replanted with trees to a tree density of 130 inches per acre
no later than eighteen (18) months from the issuance of the Land Disturbance Permit authorizing the
Grading Activities. A tree replacement plan and a bond shall be submitted and approved by the
Director prior to the issuance of the permit authorizing the Grading Activities. The completion bond
shall be held until the planting is complete and at that time transfer to an eighteen (18) month
maintenance bond to ensure survival of the replacement trees. The applicant shall be responsible for
the irrigation (watering) of trees during the period of the bonds. The replanting requirements of this
Section shall not apply, and the initial bond shall be released, if, on or before fifteen (15) months from
the issuance of the permit authorizing the Grading Activity, the site becomes under active
development pursuant to the issuance of a Land Disturbance Permit and the approval of development
plans in compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

D. Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to authorize any Grading Activity or similar activity not otherwise in
compliance with the Land Subdivision Regulations of the City of Alpharetta, including, the Soil and
Sedimentation Control Ordinance. Further, nothing in this Section shall be deemed to eliminate the
requirement that all reasonable efforts must be taken to save and not adversely impact the Critical Root
Zones of Specimen Trees, trees of quality, and tree groupings and that all applicable sites from the City shall
maintain or obtain the minimum tree density required by this Ordinance.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017; Ord. No. 769, § 2, 11-12-2018)
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3.2.6 Application requirements.

A.  When a person applies for a Land Disturbance Permit as defined herein, such person shall provide the
following information:

1.  Acomplete tree survey and inventory, which shall contain the following information:

a.

All Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality, Tree Groupings, Landscape Trees, and Boundary Trees on
the site and within 30 feet of the limits of disturbance; with an indication whether they are to be
retained or removed;

All trees that are to be counted toward the tree density requirement greater than 2" DBH,
including size (Caliper or DBH) and species. Sampling methods may be used to determine tree
densities for forested areas (over 5 acres) that are to be preserved. Sampling methods must
conform to industry standards and protocols and be no less than a 10% sample;

Tree Protection Zones and Tree Save Areas must be delineated on the plan;

All buffers with existing trees to be delineated on plans as Tree Save Areas. Land Disturbance
within any Buffer is subject to Director approval;

The tree survey and inventory shall be a to-scale map or a site plan prepared and sealed by a
registered surveyor.

2. Anintegrated site plan showing Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality, Tree Groupings, Boundary Trees, the
trees to be saved and those to be removed, existing utilities and those to be installed, grading, the
approximate location of all structures, driveways and curb cuts and all proposed tree plantings and
other landscaping. It is required that all reasonable efforts be made to save Specimen trees, Trees of
Quality, Tree Groupings. (Reasonable efforts shall include, but not be limited to, alternate building
design, building location, parking area layout, parking area location, stormwater BMP locations and the

like).

a.

If a Specimen Tree, Tree of Quality, or Tree Grouping cannot be saved a hardship justification in
the form of a letter shall be submitted to the Director for review and approval and be included
within the plan set;

If a Boundary Tree cannot be saved or results in an encroachment into the Critical Root Zone of
greater than 10%, evidence of notification to the owner of the tree will be required to be
provided to the Director. This notification shall generally include the current condition of the
tree, % encroachment, potential outcomes of the encroachment, and proposed tree care to
offset the encroachment. In no way does this authorize any encroachment into the Structural
Root Plate of a Boundary Tree.

3.  Adetailed plan to protect and preserve landscaping and trees before, during and for a period of two (2)
years after construction, which shall contain the following information:

a. All items found on the Arborist Checklist located in the Arborist Guidance Document;

b. Existing roads, utility lines, drainage and detention facilities, and other pertinent items in the
vicinity of the site.

c. The locations of existing and proposed structures, paving, driveways, cut and fill areas, detention
areas, etc.

d. Phase lines or limits of construction;

e.  Adelineation of all protected zones with any required dimensions;
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0.

Calculations showing compliance with the required Tree Density and Recompense per section
3.2.7

Locations of all existing and proposed utility lines and easements;
Locations of any boring sites for underground utilities;

Locations of all Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality, Groupings of Trees, Landscape Trees and
Boundary Trees and indications whether they are to be removed or preserved;

Locations of all tree protection devices, materials to be used in each location and details;
A delineation of tree save areas in which trees have been inventoried for density calculations;

If applicable, locations and details of all permanent tree protection measures (tree wells, aeration
systems, permeable paving, retaining walls, bollards, etc.); and

A tree care plan developed by a Qualified Professional designed specifically for each tree to be
saved that warrants care due to the changes in site conditions or as approved by the Director.
The tree care plan shall be prepaid prior to issuance of the land disturbance permit and a paid
invoice provided to the City. In the event of a change in ownership, arrangements must be made
to allow access for the tree care to continue throughout the required timeframe.

A full landscape plan meeting all of the requirements of this Section including tree density,
recompense, landscape strip, parking lot tree coverage and screening, groundcover, hardscapes,
etc. The landscape plan submitted shall be the one that is expected to be planted. Permit only
plans will not be accepted by the Director.

Additional information as required on a case-by-case basis.

The above items may be integrated into the normal application requirements and submittals.

B. Minor additions to existing development require only a sketch showing changes to be submitted to the
Director for review and approval.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.7 Minimum tree density and recompense requirements.

The intent and goal of these regulations is to insure that a minimum density of trees is maintained on all
developed sites and that a significant amount of tree canopy coverage and pervious soil area is maintained
throughout the City. The density requirement must be met whether or not a property or site had trees prior to
development or any tree removal. The density may be achieved by counting existing trees 2" in diameter or
greater to be preserved, planting new trees in accordance with the minimum standards of this Section, or some
combination of the two. Vegetated runoff reduction measures which include trees also count toward the tree
density requirement. Minimum tree density shall be calculated and established pursuant to the formula and
analysis set forth in the Guidance Document.

A.  All sites within the City other than 'For-Sale' residential lots shall maintain or achieve a Minimum Tree
Density of 130 inches per acre. The owner shall be subject to the minimum tree density requirement
set forth in this paragraph, but the owner shall base the density calculations on the net site area
excluding the acreage required for Buffers and infrastructure improvements (roads, utility lines,
detention ponds, etc.). In no event shall a parking lot be considered an infrastructure improvement.

B.  All'For-Sale' residential lots in the City shall maintain a minimum tree density of 130 inches per acre or
provide a calculation as described in the Guidance Document that shows the lot meets or exceeds a
30% canopy coverage based upon trees growing within the property lines. For new construction or new
plantings this calculation may be based upon the mature spread of the newly planted trees at 20 years

(Supp. No. 16)

Created: 2022-04-21 14:47:00 [EST]

Page 9 of 19



after planting. If replacement planting is required on a 'For-Sale' residential lot, it is encouraged to
provide at a minimum a two-inch (2") caliper tree or larger in the lawn area in the front yard or
landscape strip if space allows.

Owners shall receive a density credit of two (2) times the inches for each Specimen Tree saved by
utilizing an alternate design during development. Specimen trees that cannot be saved must be
replaced with recompense plantings equal to three (3) times the DBH of the tree(s) removed.
Recompense trees shall be a minimum of four-inch (4”) caliper at time of planting. Trees of Quality or
Tree Groupings shall receive a density credit of one (1) times the inches for each tree saved. Specimen
Trees removed without prior approval shall be subject to the recompense replanting requirements as
described in section 3.2.10 Tree Damage and subject to the applicable penalties as described in Section
3.2.17.

An owner may request a reduction in recompense plantings, which may be granted at the discretion of
the Director. The reduction shall be calculated considering Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality or Tree
Groupings and other landscape amenities that are incorporated into the site plan utilizing an approved
alternative design.

In the event that Specimen Tree Recompense cannot be achieved through planting on the subject
property, two alternative methods of compliance may, at the discretion of the Director, be approved:
planting at a location remote from the project site; or, a recompense payment to the City of Alpharetta
Tree Replacement Fund. The following standards have been established for administering these
alternative recompense methods.

1.  The director must review and approve all requests for alternative recompense. In no instance
shall 100% of the required recompense be met through these alternative methods. As many
trees as can reasonably be expected to survive and thrive must be planted on the subject
property. No permit shall be issued until the Director has approved the request and received the
necessary documentation and/or funds.

2. If trees are to be planted at another location, the off-site location should be in the same area of
the City as the project site and a tree replacement plan meeting all applicable standards must be
provided by the owner and reviewed and approved by the City Arborist. If tree planting is
proposed on City property all specifications for such planting shall be met as determined by the
Director of Public Works or the Director of Recreation and Parks. A completion bond in the
amount of 100% of the installation and materials cost shall be provided prior to issuance of any
land disturbance permit.

3. If a recompense payment to the City of Alpharetta Tree Replacement Fund is approved, the
amount of the donation shall be established by the Director. The amount of the recompense
payment shall be 100% of the estimated costs of the average 3 bids from reputable landscape
contractors, licensed to do business in the City, for the materials, installation, and care during the
trees establishment period (18 months) provided by the owner and reviewed and approved by
the City.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.8 Tree Replanting, Buffer, and Landscape standards.

A.  Tree Replanting.

1. Unless otherwise approved by the Director, it is recommended that trees selected for replanting be on
the Recommended Tree List. Trees selected for planting must be free from injury, pests, disease,
nutritional disorders or root defects, and must be of good vigor and form in order to assure a
reasonable expectation of survivability. Standards for transplanting shall be in keeping with those
Created: 2022-04-21 14:47:00 [EST]
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established in the International Society of Arboriculture publication Tree and Shrub Transplanting
Manual or similar publication. Reference the American Association of Nurserymen publication
American Standard for Nursery Stock (ANSI Z60.1-2014) for plant material quality specifications.
Reference the Manual of Woody Landscape Plants (Michael Dirr, 2009, Stipes Pub Llc.) or similar
publication for information on tree species and site requirements.

2. It is desirable that replanted trees be ecologically compatible with the site and neighboring sites.
Accordingly, the replanted trees shall be of the same or similar species as those removed when
practical.

C. Allreplanted overstory trees shall be at least six (6) feet tall and have a trunk of not less than two (2) caliper
inches. All replanted understory trees shall be at least four (4) feet tall or have a trunk not less than one (1)
caliper inch. In order to provide sufficient growing area for planted trees, the following minimum criteria
must be observed unless otherwise approved by the Director.

a. No more than 25% of any one genus may be included in any replanting plan.

b. A minimum of 40% of the required tree density on a site is recommended to be met through overstory
tree planting.

C. Greater than 50% of the trees shall be natives.
B. Buffer Requirements.

1. A lot zoned or used for a rental dwelling, office, institutional, commercial, industrial uses or occupied
by a non 'For-Sale' residential use shall provide a fifty foot wide undisturbed buffer along all property
lines adjoining property zoned for or used by 'For-Sale' residential purposes. Where commercial or
industrial districts or developments abut R-10M zoning districts, the same buffer requirements apply.
The buffer shall be in addition to the required building setback line.

a.  When anew, 'For-Sale' development is proposed adjacent to an existing, non-residential use with
no buffer present, the 50' buffer must be provided by the residential development.

b. If a 50' buffer has been provided on the property adjacent to a proposed, non-residential
development, the buffer requirement may be waived with the approval of the Director.

2. Except as otherwise provided, herein, buffer strips shall be preserved in their natural undisturbed
state, except that sparsely planted buffers shall be enhanced with additional plant material.
Enhancement plants must provide an opaque screen within two (2) years of planting and must consist
of trees, shrubs, and groundcover plants meeting the following standards:

a. Plant selection will consist of eighty (80) percent evergreen species and twenty (20) percent
deciduous species;

b. Deciduous trees must be a minimum of 2 inch caliper at time of installation;

c. Evergreen trees must be a minimum of 9 feet tall at time of installation;

d.  Shrubs must be a minimum of 3 feet tall at time of installation;

e. Plants will be spaced a maximum of eight (8) feet on center or as approved by the Director;

f. Plantings shall be designed with plant palate containing a mixture of colors, textures, and heights.

3. Undisturbed buffers shall not contain any surface parking or storm water, detention facilities, or any
structures except that the Director may approve underground facilities within the buffer or the
crossing of the buffer for the purpose of extending utilities.

4.  The Director may approve vegetated runoff reduction measures within the buffer. The planting
requirements above may be varied to accommodate vegetated runoff reduction measures as part of an
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6.

approved stormwater management plan, if properly designed to provide stormwater management and
screening functions.

Stream buffers must be replanted where disturbed for approved access and utility crossing.
Replacement plantings must be native and be arranged to have a natural appearance.

All buffer plantings are subject to the approval of the Director.

C. Parking Lot Landscaping.

1.

Surface parking lots shall provide a minimum 200 square foot wide landscape island at the end of each
parking bay, and a 200 square foot island located each 72 feet of single parking length. Each landscape
island shall be planted with one shade tree. Islands shall be excavated to 3 feet deep or to a depth 6
inches greater than the height of the root ball and backfilled with a minimum of 600 cubic feet of
friable soil. Islands that are 400 square feet or larger and corner islands shall be planted with a large
overstory tree. Parking lot trees must be 2" caliper minimum at time of planting and have a clear trunk
to a minimum height of 6 feet. The remainder of a landscape island shall be planted with shrubs,
ornamental grasses, and ground covers; and mulch shall be applied. Turf grass will not be accepted.
Utilities and lighting shall not be allowed within required parking lot landscape islands.

Alternate landscape configurations may be approved if the Director determines that the alternate
design exceeds the standards above and/or is part of a smart stormwater design for the site that
includes multi-functional, vegetated runoff reduction measures. An alternate configuration could also
include a stormwater component or the preservation and enhancement of existing trees which are
provided above and beyond other tree preservation requirements; which are deemed of community
value by the Director; and shall result in a minimum of 50% parking lot canopy coverage within 15
years.

The required tree area shall be protected against compaction and shall provide sufficient area for tree
growth. Utilities are not allowed within the minimum area. The trees shall be maintained in accordance
with best management practices as defined by the International Society of Arboriculture guidelines,
and shall not be removed or pruned without permission from the City Arborists.

Shrubs shall be provided to screen paved areas and parking lots from the public right-of-way, private
drives and adjacent property year round. Shrubs shall be 2 feet tall at time of planting, 2 rows deep and
shall provide a screen within 3 years of planting. Alternate screening methods such as fencing may be
approved by the Director.

D. Landscape Strips.

1.

The City wants to promote tree lined streets therefore, a minimum of ten (10) feet wide landscape
strip shall be provided along all public right-of-ways and private roads. Main streets which are listed
below shall have twenty (20) foot landscape strips, except those located within the Downtown Overlay
District. which shall have ten (10) feet wide landscape strips or landscaping as approved by the
Director.

MAIN STREETS:
Highway 9
Mansell Road
Windward Parkway
Northpoint Parkway
Westside Parkway
Old Milton Parkway
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Haynes Bridge Road
Kimball Bridge Road

No permanent structures other than signage are permitted within the landscape strip. This includes
pavement, retaining walls, drainage structures, detention ponds, flumes, curbing, etc. unless approved
by the Director.

a. Retaining walls built with decorative masonry and designed as a landscape feature may be
located within the landscape strip subject to approval by the Director. All required plantings must
be installed so as not to interfere with the structural integrity of the wall.

Actual spacing of street trees is based on the average canopy spread of the species selected as outlined
in the Arborist Guidance document. If the spacing of shade trees exceeds 25 feet on center understory
trees shall be required to fill in the gaps between each shade tree. Spacing of shade trees shall not
exceed 40 feet on center. Shade trees shall be a minimum 4" caliper; ornamental trees shall be a
minimum 3" caliper. The use of a combination of shade trees and ornamental trees is recommended.

For commercial development and for master plan subdivisions, a minimum of five (5) foot landscape
strip shall be provided along all property lines which do not adjoin a public right-of-way or private road.
One (1) shade tree, minimum 4" caliper, shall be provided for every fifty (50) linear feet of landscape
strip. For master plan subdivisions, this requirement is only required along the external property line of
the overall project.

Shrubs shall be provided in all landscape strips. Shrubs shall be a minimum of 2 feet tall at time of
planting. Shrubs located in landscape strips may be used to meet the parking lot screening
requirement.

E. Additional screening shall be provided around all utility areas, detention facilities, dumpster/refuse areas,
drive through areas, loading and unloading zones, etc. to screen views from the public right-of-way, private
roads, drives, and adjacent properties year round. Screening shall be provided in any combination of the
standards below or as approved by the Director.

1. Plant selection will consist of eighty (80) percent evergreen species and twenty (20) percent deciduous
species;

2. Deciduous trees must be a minimum of 2 inch caliper at time of installation;

3. Evergreen trees must be a minimum of 6 foot tall at time of installation;

4, Shrubs must be a minimum of 4 foot tall at time of installation;

5. Screening for detention facilities must incorporate an alternating double row of evergreen shrubs 4
foot tall at time of planting.

6. A combination of decorative walls, fences, and landscape material may be used with the approval of
the Director.

F. Lighting Fixtures shall be arranged so that the source of any light is screened from residential views and

located as to not interfere with the tree canopy at time of planting or in the future.

All required landscape areas shall be provided with a minimum of 1 water spigot or other water source

within 150 feet.

H.  Abond shall be required for a minimum of 18 months to ensure the maintenance and irrigation of the
landscaping materials.
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All landscape plans and tree planting plans for non "For Sale" residential properties shall be prepared as a to-
scale map or a site plan prepared and sealed by a Registered Landscape Architect in the State of Georgia.
Tree only plans may be prepared by a Qualified Professional.

J. Outdoor Dining Areas. At-grade outdoor dining areas shall include perimeter landscaping and decorative
detectable barriers in order to define the area. Detectable barriers shall include decorative planters, low
walls or other improvement approved by the Community Development Director. Uncovered outdoor dining
areas shall include one (1) shade tree per 750 square feet.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.9 Tree Protection and Conservation Standards.

Prior to commencement of any grading, construction, or tree removal authorized through the issuance of a
land disturbance permit and continuing until a final subdivision plat has been recorded or a certificate of
occupancy has been issued, the following system shall be used:

A.  Atree protection area shall be required for any tree located within 30 feet of any proposed grading,
construction or tree removal; and shall be established by physical barriers and maintained until such
work is complete.

B. Location and Types of Tree Protection Devices.

1.  Tree protection devices are to be installed as shown on the plan or otherwise completely
surrounding the Critical Root Zone of all trees to be preserved.

2.  The plan shall indicate which types of tree protection are to be installed and where they are to be
installed. The types identified on the plan shall be consistent with the City's Tree Protection
Details, available in the Arborist Guidance Document.

3.  Thelocations of all tree protection devices will be verified by the City prior to the issuance of the
construction permit for clearing and/or grading.

4.  Once Protected Zones are established and approved, any changes are subject to Development
and Inspections Department review.

C.  Tree Protection measures are to be installed as shown on the City's Tree Protection Details, available in
the Arborist Guidance Document.

D. Sequence of Installation and Removal. All tree protection devices shall be installed prior to any land
disturbance permit authorizing tree removal. Community Development Department must inspect the
installation of tree protection and erosion and sedimentation control devices prior to the issuance of
the land disturbance permit. Tree protection must remain in functioning condition until the certificate
of occupancy is issued.

E. The cleaning of equipment, storage of materials or dirt, disposal of waste materials such as paint, oil,
solvents or other harmful substances, or any other such act which may be harmful to the continued
vitality of the tree(s) within the tree protection area, is prohibited.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.10 Tree damage.

Any tree designated in the plan to be saved, Including Trees of Quality and Tree Groupings, that is damaged
during construction or grading, or as a result of such activities, shall be treated according to accepted International
Society of Arboriculture Standards, or replaced with a tree(s) equal to the DBH of the tree removed. However, any
Specimen Tree damaged as described above shall be replaced with a tree(s) eight (8) times the DBH of the tree
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removed with a minimum four-inch (4”) tree Caliper. In the event that a damaged specimen tree must be
removed, the location occupied by the tree's Critical Root Zone must remain in a pervious state with no structures
or buildings placed in this area and violations shall be subject to the applicable penalties as described herein. Any
specimen tree damaged on "For-Sale" residential lots as the result of failure to receive tree removal approval for
non-construction tree removal or as a result of failure to protect a specimen tree during non-construction tree
removal will result in up to three (3) times recompense.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.11 Tree survey inspection.

Following the receipt of the completed tree removal application and supporting data, the Director shall
schedule and conduct an inspection of the proposed development site. Following inspection, the Director shall
advise the applicant of any recommended changes in the applicant's proposed tree removal, protection or
replanting plans necessary to make the plans comply with the provisions of this Ordinance.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.12 Tree removal applications, approval and expiration.

A.  The Director shall review all applications and supporting data and take one (1) of the following actions:
approve, approve with conditions or disapprove. Applications, which meet the requirements of this
Ordinance, shall be approved.

B. Development Activity will not be authorized until such time as appropriate Land Disturbance Permits have
been issued and approval granted.

C. Tree removal and replacement shall begin no later than one hundred eighty (180) days after issuance of the
permit and shall be completed no later than two (2) years after the issuance of the permit. Except as
provided in these regulations authorizing certain cut and fill activities. The Director may refuse to issue any
permit for tree removal until the submission of all development plans and receipt of other evidence
satisfactory to the Director that there is a reasonable certainty that the Development is imminent.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.13 Tree removal and landscaping compliance inspection.

A. Following the issuance of a Land Disturbance Permit for the development site, the Director shall from time to
time inspect the site for the purpose of certifying compliance with the requirements of the tree removal. In
the event of non-compliance, the Director may revoke or modify any City permit pertaining to the
Development Activity for which the Land Disturbance Permit has been issued. No certificate of occupancy
shall be issued until actual compliance is obtained.

B. If any required Land Disturbance Permit conditions have not been met within the time specified in the Land
Disturbance Permit, and provided the Director has not granted a written extension, the City may use the
cash or bond proceeds to insure that these conditions are met. The bond will have an expiration date no
longer than one (1) year, and the proceeds will go to the City of Alpharetta Tree Replacement Fund.

C.  After development is complete, the Director shall continue to make random inspections to insure that
required trees and landscaping are maintained. Replacement shall be required or bond/letter of credit
posted within thirty (30) days of notice by the Director should any of the tree(s) or landscaping die, be
removed or be destroyed.

D. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, a home builder's responsibility to
replace a newly planted tree or trees shall terminate upon the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or at the
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end of the maintenance bond time frame, whichever is longer, provided that an inspection conducted
immediately prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy confirms that the replanted tree or trees
were planted properly as established in the ISA (International Society of Arboriculture) standards, and are
healthy and free of pests and disease. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to eliminate any other
obligation the homebuilder may have pursuant to any private agreement between the homebuilder and
homeowner, or any restrictive covenants that are applicable to the property.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.14 Permit fee.

The fee for review of a request for permits shall be $5.00. The fee for review of an application for a Land

Disturbance Permit (which only applies to Development Activity and Grading Activity) shall be $50.00 per acre and
a maximum of $500.00. These fees may be revised from time to time by resolution of the City Council, or
delegated to the Director to be administratively established and revised from time to time.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.15 Enforcement, appeals and variances.

A.  Enforcement. All requests for permits and all applications for tree removal shall initially be submitted to and
reviewed by the City Arborist. The City Arborist shall be responsible for recommending to the Director the
approval or denial of applications for Land Disturbance Permits.

B.  Appeals.

1.  Requests for appeal of any administrative decision shall first be addressed to the Director.

2. Written requests for appeal of any administrative decision are permitted and must be submitted to the
Board of Zoning Appeals within ten (10) days after notice of such decision. Such written appeal shall be
made in the form of a letter, which outlines the salient points upon which the appeal is based.

3.  The Board of Zoning Appeals shall schedule a hearing as soon as reasonably practicable to consider the
appeal, and shall issue a written decision within thirty (30) days of the hearing.

4, If the appeal concerns an administrative decision regarding Specimen Trees, Trees of Quality, Tree
Groupings, or Boundary Trees it shall be the applicant's burden to demonstrate that reasonable
alternatives have been considered in order to save said trees (as described herein). Documented
evidence shall be filed by the applicant with the written request for appeal and shall include, but not be
limited to the following:

a. Boundary survey showing topography, easements, creeks and other features of the property.

b.  Two alternative development plans, which include the Specimen Tree(s), Trees of Quality,
Groupings of Trees, or Boundary Trees.

C. An itemized estimate of additional costs associated with saving the trees.

C.  Variance.

1. Written requests for a variance are permitted.

2. The Director shall have the authority to grant variances not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of the
minimum or maximum standards of this Ordinance.

3. Variances that exceed twenty percent (20%) or variances that exceed the allowance of administrative
variances shall be heard by the Board of Zoning Appeals.
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4, Variances can be granted only in the case of extreme hardship or unusual circumstance. The factors to
be taken into consideration by the Board may include the following, but shall not be solely economic:

a.

The ease with which the applicant can alter or revise the proposed development or improvement
to accommodate existing trees.

The economic hardship that would be imposed upon the applicant were the variance denied.

The heightened desirability of preserving tree cover in densely developed or densely populated
areas.

The need for visual screening in transitional zones or relief from glare, blight, commercial or
industrial unsightliness or any other visual affront.

Whether the continued presence of the tree or trees is likely to cause danger to a person or
property.

Whether the topography of the area in which the tree is located is of such a nature to be
damaging or injurious to trees.

Whether the removal of the trees is for the purpose of thinning a heavily wooded area where
some trees will remain.

Whether tree removal would have an adverse impact upon existing biological and ecological
systems.

Whether tree removal would affect noise pollution by increasing source noise levels to such a
degree that a public nuisance may be anticipated or a violation of the noise control ordinance will
occur.

Whether the general health and life expectancy of the tree or trees warrant the measures
necessary to prolong the life of the trees based upon accepted ISA practices.

D. Appeal from the Decisions of the Board of Appeals shall be by Writ of Certiorari to the Fulton Superior Court,
and must be filed within thirty (30) days of the date of the Board's decision.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.16 Natural Resources Commission.

The Mayor and each City Council member shall appoint one (1) member to a seven (7) member Natural
Resources Commission.

A.  The Natural Resources Commission shall give advice to the Council based on an annual re-evaluation of
experience under the Ordinance, provide leadership in the development of understanding of the
objectives and methods of the tree program, and assist the Director in the development and
maintenance of technical specifications and guidelines. In addition, the natural Resources Commission
primary objectives shall be:

1.
2.

To promote the benefits of maintaining a healthy tree canopy for the City of Alpharetta;

To provide educational outreach activities for the purpose of informing the community about
resource conservation, protection of the environment, and the maintenance of the city's natural
amenities, in particular its trees;

To plan and organize Arbor Day and facilitate other events, activities, meetings and projects that
support environmental awareness and education;

(Supp. No. 16)
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4.  To encourage Alpharetta's citizens to take greater responsibility for improving their community
through litter prevention, waste reduction, recycling, tree plantings and other, similar means.

5. To oversee the following:
a.  Alpharetta's Tree Conservation, Landscape, and Buffer Ordinance.
b.  Tree City USA designation.
c. Keep America Beautiful affiliation.

The Natural Resources Commission shall assist the Arborist in producing and maintaining the Arborist
Guidance Document, including the list of proposed changes to the kinds and species of trees described
in the Tree Planting List. Any such changes may be adopted and may be changed from time to time.

The Natural Resources Commission shall enlist technical advisors in the fields of land development,
landscape architecture and horticulture or related professions.

The Natural Resources Commission shall have the power and authority to maintain the Tree City USA
and Keep America Beautiful (KAB) certifications by:

1.  Strengthening environmental outreach opportunities associated with the Tree City USA and KAB
organizations by promoting community participation and acting as an advocate of tree and
environmental conservation efforts;

2. Supporting the City's efforts through public/private partnerships;

3. Making recommendations for the enhancement of public outreach and education programs
concerning environmental and tree related issues;

4, Developing and implementing a sustainable program for their environmental accomplishments;
and

5. Providing regular updates to City Council regarding Natural Resources Commission activities.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)

3.2.17 Penalties.

Any person, firm, corporation, limited liability company, Responsible Party, or other entity found guilty of
violating or knowingly assisting in the commission of a violation of this Section shall be subject to the penalties
specified herein. Each day any violation of any provision of this Section shall occur and each day any violation shall
continue shall constitute a separate offense of this Section.

A.

A violation of this Section shall constitute a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to one thousand
dollars per incident. Replacement plantings shall also be required. Penalties and fines, including
replacement plantings must be satisfied within the timeline stated on the violation and/or stop work
order. Appeals can be filed with the Board of Zoning Appeals.

In the event that a Specimen Tree is damaged or removed in violation of this Section on non "For-Sale"
residential property or as part of a construction project, violators shall be subject to replace Specimen
Trees with trees having a total density equal to eight (8) times the unit value of the tree removed with
a minimum four-inch (4") tree caliper. Furthermore, the location and extent of the tree's Critical Root
Zone shall permanently remain in a pervious state with no structures or buildings placed on it. In the
event that a Specimen Tree is damaged or removed in violation of this Section on a "For-Sale"
residential property not in conjunction with a construction project, violators shall be subject to replace
Specimen Trees with trees having a total density up to three (3) times the unit value of the tree
removed. The city shall take into consideration the amount of trees that can be reasonably placed on
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the property in violation. If the DBH of the removed tree cannot be determined the measurement shall
be taken at the upper most portion of the remaining stump.

C. In the event that a non-specimen tree, including Trees of Quality and Tree Groupings, is damaged or
removed in violation of this Section, violators shall be subject to replacement plantings equal to one (1)
times the DBH of the tree removed with a minimum two inch (2") caliper trees. If the DBH of the
removed tree cannot be determined the measurement shall be taken as stated in Section 3.2.17.B.

D. In addition to A. and B., upon notice from the Director, work on any development that is being done
contrary to the provisions of this Section shall immediately cease. The stop-work notice shall be in
writing and shall go to the owner of the property, or to his agent, or to the person doing the work, and
shall state the conditions under which work may be resumed. When an emergency exists, the Director
shall not be required to give written notice prior to stopping the work. Further, in the event that work
on any development is being done contrary to the provisions of this Section, the Director may revoke
any permit pertaining to the development activity for which the Land Disturbance Permit has been
issued and may refuse to issue any further permit until, at the discretion of the Director, the work on
the development is brought into compliance with the provisions of this Section.

(Ord. No. 739, 5-1-2017)
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